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EDITORIAL 
INVOLVEMENT 

This issue of La Tierra includes the work of eight different authors, 
any one of which could serve as an exceptional example of dedication and 
involvement as an avocational or professional archaeologist (See "The Authors," 
page 30 ). Their contributions provide insights into many areas of South Texas; 
from Kerr County in the north to Zapata County in the lower Rio Grande valley; 
and from Val Verde County in the west to Victoria County near the coast. I 
hope you will be pleased with their papers and that you will find them interesting 
and educational. 

The increased variety of articles and their breadth of coverage is 
sugges tive of the more comprehensive involvement of the ST AA officers and 
members in recent months. Since the beginning of the year, STAA has some­
what restructured itself to facilitate more activities and to better meet the 
needs of the membershipo The STAA board is meeting almost every month 
instead of once a quarter, and it has more active committees with more mem�ers 

so that there will be a greater participation by as many people as possibleo 
Recently , the board bought a trailer for permanent storage of STAA screens 

and other digging gear, ordered shelving for use in a more permanent Laboratory, 
and made a firm comlTIitment for the study and documentation of an extensive 
private collection of South Texas artifactso We have a July meeting this year, 

with a B-B-Q social on Sunday after another day of work at the Dan Baker siteo 
The July meeting also provides an increased opportunity for members to dis-
play their artifacts for other STAA members and the public. 

Even with this increased level of activity there is still much that needs 
to be done. There is always Lab work waiting, reports which need to be written, 
sites to be reported and doculTIcnted, and presentations for the next quarterly 
meeting which need to be developed. There are a nUlTIber of places on our stand­
ing comlTIittees which still must be f illed. If you have an interest but have not 

yet joined a cormnittee, please contact one of the officers and volunteer. Get 
Involved and see how much fun it can be. 

If you just don't have time for that kind of direct committee work, you 
can still help a great deal just by dropping a line to the membership committee 
with the names of others who would make good STAA members. You might even 
consider givi ng a gift ST AA membership to a friend, relative, or even to the 
local high school or public library. Help is also needed in giving talks to 
local groups in order to get others (particularly more young people) interested 

in the preservation of the finite archaeological sites of South Texas. ST AA 
needs your involvement in contacting local farmers and ranchers to identify 

potentially important sites, to record those sites, to contact STAA officers or 

som:� professional agency when sites are endangered, and, when all else fails, 

to salvage whatever archaeological information possible before a site is 

destroyed. 

As you can see, there are many ways to get and stay INVOLVE D. There 

is a role and a place for everyone, for whatever degree of interest and involve­

ment they want. All of us need to stop and think occasionally about the kinds of 

things which need to be done to keep ST AA growing and developing as the kind 

of organization we want it to be. If you recognize a need, then it's time to find 

a way to meet that need. GET INVOLVED and make STAA what it can and 

should be. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE J-2 RANCH SITE (41 VT 6), 
VICTORIA COUNTY, TEXAS 

Anne A. Fox, E. H. Schmiedlin, and J. L. Mitchell 

The J -2 Ranch site is an important archaeological site in Victoria 
County which has been investigated by private collectors, a local archaeo-
logical group (1959-1969), and in a series of excavations by the Southern 
Texas Archaeological Association (1976 -1977). This report provides an 
initial impression of the results of these investigations, displays some 
examples of the artifacts which have been recovered, and summarizes what 
-i-s�s-e-atl-y-k --ftOW-ft-abetit---t-he-areh-ae-olog-y-of-t-h-e-irn-ynediate-a-rea-;-W-hite-a;-------­
significant amount of information has been developed to date. the excavatior,s 
have only just begun to reach the oldest deposits, the ''Middle'' Paleo-Indian 
stratum, which probably dates 8000 B. C. or earlier. Thus, additional 
work is necessary to fully develop the potential scientific value of the J-2 
Ranch site. 

Background 

The J -2 Ranch site is located on property owned by Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Alexander. It is approximately 12 miles northeast of Victoria, Texas, and 
about 30 miles from the Gulf of Mexico. It is approximately 22 miles east of 
the Johnston-Heller site (Birmingham and Hester 1976). The J -2 site is located 
on both sides of the Arenosa Creek and adjacent to a small marshy area 
(Figure 1). 

Archaeological remains were exposed during the construction of an 
earthen dam across the creek in the early 1900s. The water backed up' by 
the darn served as a watering spot for many years for cattle on their way to 
northern markets. The darn was dynamited by an irate "cowboy" for reas ons 
unknown (Personal communication, Mr. Jim Alexander). As the remnants of 
the darn eroded, gravel bars formed downstream which proved to be a popular 
arrowhead hunting area for local scout troops for many years. 

Mr. Bert Barber of Victoria, a former Scoutmaster, brought the site 
to the attention of Mr. and Mrs. E. E. Studer in 1959. The Studers and other 
local amateur archaeologists made extensive surface surveys in an effort to 
determine the borrow area used during construction of the darn. Several areas 
yielded Archaic and Paleo-like material, but the greatest concentrations were 
found slightly upstream of the site of the former darn. 

In 1961. a north-south line was laid out and a datum point established 
by driving a 2 inch pipe into the grou,d on the lorth side of the creek. During 
the years 1961 through 1963, a total of seventeen 5 x 5 foot squares were 
excavated in 6 inch levels, to various degrees of completion by Mr. and Mrs. 
E. E. Studer, Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Branch, Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Schrniedlin, 
and Mr. Jerry Lowder, all from Victoria; Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Calhoun from 
Port Lavaca; and Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Henderson of Seadrift. The material 
recovered from these excavations ranged from arrowpoints to Paleo-like, 
basally ground artifacts and included a great variety of Transitional Archaic 
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styles. No pottery was recovered. The site also contained large amounts of 
well-preserved animal bone and flint debitage. The Paleo-like materials 
which were recovered were from varying depths, but were always found near 
the basal clay layer. 

Surface collecting continued at intervals, with some very interesting 
results including two Scottsbluff points (See Birmingham and Mitchell 1 9 78). 
In 1 96 9, Mr. E. H. Schmiedlin and Mr. Bill Birmingham excavated a test 
pit on each side of the creek to determine the exact location of the original 
dam. The area selected on the sO:ltheast side of the creek proved to be badly 
disturbed and basal clay was reached at 2 7  inches. The area on the northwest 
proved to be washed -in creek sand and was abandoned at seven feet due to the 
danger of caveins. Basal clay had not been reached at that level. Very little 
archaeological material was recovered in these 1 9 6 9  excavations. 

Summary of Early Findings 

Between four and five hundred artifacts were recovered during the 
years of surface collectin3 and in the early excavations. Of 2 2 1  identifiable 
projectile points, triangular dart points were most common. The major 
types of points and their relative frequencies are as follows: 

Tortugas -like triangular points 
Plainvi ew (fragments, mostly bases) • • • •  
Refugio. • . • • • • 

Pedernales • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • 
Bell 
Meserve • • 
Weak-shouldered lanceolate points 
Sc otts bl uff • • • • • • • • 

35  
1 1  
1 0  

7 
7 
6 
6 
3 

Some of the projectile points recovered are illustrated in Figures 2, 
3 ,  and 4. These range from a Perdiz ar rowpoint (Figure 2, a) which is con­
sidered to be Late Prehistoric (circa A. D. 1 300  or later) to Pedernales dart 
points (Figure 2, d) which are considered diagnostic of the Middle Archaic 
(the RO'.lnd Rock phase in Central and Southcentral Texas; Weir 19 7 6 ) ,  to 
Bell-like points (Figure 2, f, g) which are probably diagnostic of the "Pre­
Archaic " (Sollberger and Hester 1 9 7 2) which began abo:lt 6 0 0 0  B. C. 

Scottsbluff points (Figure 3 ,  a, b) were found on the surface as w'ere 
the ''weak-shouldered'' lanceolate (Birmingham and Hester 1 9 7 6) points (Figure 
3, c-e). The weak-shouldered lanceolate points are quite similar to points 
reco-vered from the Jo�mston-Heller site in Victoria County (Birmingham and 
Hester 1 976) ,  as well as from sites in Blanco CO".lnty (Orchard and Campbell 
1 9 5 4) and from the Strohacker site in Kerr CO".lnty (Sollberger and Hester 1 9 7 2). 
Both the Scottsbluff and the weak-shouldered lanceolate points pro�ably 
represent a phase or phases of the "terminal " Paleo-Indian perIod and may 
date aro:llld 6 50 0  B. C. However, no radiocarbo:1 dates are yet available from 
a stratified South Texas site which could be associated with these types of 
points and thus their exact dating is uncertain (Hester and Hill 1 9 71). 

.. 
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One of the most interesting discoveries in the early years of research 
at the J -2 Ranch site was the excavation, by E. H. Schmiedlin, of a Scotts­
bluff point (Figure 3, f ), a Kinney point (Figure 3, g ), and a Golondrina 
point (Figure 3, h )  from the 6 to 9 inch level of a square on the southeast 
side of the c reek during a 1961 excavation by the Victoria group. This was 
a very thin and mixed deposit and basal clay was reached at nine inches. 
Subsequently, this square was completely eroded away by several seasons of 
high water. The presence of the Golondrina, which dates about 7000 B. C. 
(Hester 1976), suggests the possibility of a "Middle " Paleo -Indian occupation 
(as distinguished from the "terminal " Paleo -Indian occupation indicated by 
Scottsbluff and weak -shouldered 1anceolate points. 

Some of the other artifacts collected from this site are shown in 
Figure 4. These specimens were collected and made available for study by 
Mrs. Jimmie Van Sickle and her daughter. 

The artifacts shown in the top row of the illustration (Figure 4, a-c) 
are corne r-notched dart points which may be indicative of the Early Archaic. 
The triangular point (Figure 4, d )  may be an early triangular suggestive of 
the Pre-Archaic or a Tortugas common to the Middle and Late Archaic. The 
rounded base lanceo1ate and rounded base side-notched points (Figure 4, e, £) 
are not recognized South Texas point types; since they exhibit no late ral edge 
smoothing, they are more likely Archaic points. 

Smoothed lower edges are indicated on the three artifacts on the bottom 
row (Figure 4, g-i ). The stemmed point is unusual since ground sides are not 
typical for South Texas Archaic points. This trait is found in North Central 
Texas on Carrollton Focus sites; the Carrollton point is stemmed, is frequently 
ground, and often is found on sites with Scottsbluff, Meserve, and Plainview 
points (McCormick 1976). 

The specimen shown as Figure 4, h, appears to be a drill made from 
an Angostura point; such Late Pa1eQ -Indian drills are not uncommon in South 
Texas (Hester 1968: Figure 5, c ). The Go10ndrina point (Figure 4, i )  appears 
to be reworked (sharpened); this trait is also fairly common in this area of 
the state (Hester 1968: Figure 4, b, c, f ). 

The artifacts collected on the surface and in excavations through 1969 
are strongly suggestive of a major Paleo -Indian site with later occupations 
in the Pre -Archaic, Middle Archaic, and perhaps even in the Late Prehistoric. 
This implies use of this site from as early as 8000 B. C. (Plainview points) up 
to A. D. 1300 or later, a span of 9, 300 to 10,000 years. A varied stratigraphy 
is seen across the site with archaeological deposits ranging from 9 inches 
(southeast of creek) to more than 7 feet (northwest of creek) resting on a basal 
clay layer. It has the possibility of providing a very comprehensive picture 
of some of the Late Paleo-Indian and Pre- to Early Archaic phases which have 
not yet been fully defined for South Texas. 

ST AA Excavations 

E. H. Schmiedlin brought the J -2 Ranch site to the attention of the ST AA 
in 1976, at a time when the society was looking for a challenging location in 
which to do field work. Since that time, three weekends (a total of 9 days) 
have been spent in test excavations at the site. Each time, materials have 
been recovered and processed by the members in the society's laboratory. 

7 
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Figure 4. Surface collection from 4 1  V T  6.  Courtesy of Mrs. Jimmy 

Van Sickle. Shown actual size. 



This has required hundreds of hours of washing, cataloging and record­
keeping. All of the materials recovered have now been processed, and this 
report is a brief summary of the findings to date. 

On July 3rd through 5th, 1976, STAA members began test excava­
tions at the J -2 Ranch site. The original grid was reestablished from the 
196 3 datum point, excavation Units A through G were staked out (see Figure 1 ), 
and work was begun. Units A and B on the east side and C and D on the west 
side of the creek were 5 foot squares, in compliance with the system pre­
viously used by the Victoria group. Units E through G were 2 1 / 2  x 10 ft. 
trenches in order to obtain cross -sections through the site in an area which 
was anticipated to contain the most intense concentration of occupation, being 
the highest spot directly between the marsh and the creek 

Work continued at J-2 Ranch on October 14th through 1 7th, 1976, and 
July 2nd through 4th, 1977. Additional Units I and J on the east side of the 
creek and K, L, and M on the west side were opened in sequence during these 
two succeeding weekends. 

It appears that the area of most intense occupation was indeed where 
anticipated, as Units E, F, and G have yielded many thousands of chert flakes 
and bone fragments. Artifacts from these excavations range in age from a 
Scallorn fragment near the surface of Unit G to a Kinney point (Figure 5, d) 
found in the 6 to 1 2  inch level in Unit G, and fragments of lanceolate points 
from the 24 to 2 7  inch level of Unit G and the 4 1  inch level in Unit F. Unit E 
also yielded a thin, triangular Pre-Archaic projectile point from the 18  to 24 
inch level (Figure 5, g). 

Units D, K, L, and M, which were 5 ft. squares excavated to 7 5, 
1 0 2, 72 and 60 inches respectively, yielded points varying from leaf-shaped 
points in Unit D at 26 inches and Unit K at 40 inches, and an Early Archaic 
point in Unit D at ca. 26 inches (Figure 5, a), to a series of Plainview-like 

9 

basal fragments at 49 inches from Unit L and the 36 to 42 inch level of Unit M 
(Figure 5,  e, O. Other artifacts of interest from this area include a cache of 
four Guadalupe tools and an incised bone artifact found at ca. 6 2  inches in Unit K. 

On the east side of the creek, cultural deposits are quite different in 
nature. Bone fragments are quite scarce in this area, and the cultural levels 
are thin and appear in some cases to be disturbed, possibly by flooding. An 
unusually-shaped Archaic point fragment was recovered from the 1 2  to 18  inch 
level of Unit J (Figure 5, 1). Unit A has produced three Early Archaic points 
(Figure 5,  i, j, k) and a large fragment of Bison bone (so identified because 
of its as s ociation) from the 20 to 24 inch level. 

Faunal analysis was performed by Billy Davidson of the Center for 
Archaeological Research of the University of Texas at San Antonio. He found 
the following species to be represented among the bones from the 1976 ST AA 
excavations: 

Garfish 
Frog 
Slider Turtle 
Mud Turtle 
Softshell Turtle 
Watersnake 
Rat Snake 
Racer Snake 

Bullsnake 
Rattle snake 
Diamondback Rattle-

snake 
Dog or Coyote 
Striped Skunk 
Raccoon 
Plains Pocket Gopher 

Beaver 
Packrat 
Cotton Rat 
Cottontail 
Swamp Rabbit 
Blacktail Jackrabbit 
Whitetail Deer 
Cow or Bison 
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Figure 5. Artifacts from ST AA Excavations. a, (Unit) D, ca. 26"; b, D, 24-30"; 
c, K, 58-60"; d, G, 6- 1 2"; e, L, ca. 48"; f, M, 36-42"; g, E, 18-24"; h, K, 
39-42"; i, A, 22-2 4"; j, A, 23"; k, A ,  2 1"; 1, J, 1 2 - 1 8". Shown actual size. 
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The preponde rance of aquatic animals is not surprising, considering the 
location of the site . More careful and detailed study of the faunal mate rial 
will give us vital information on the resources being exploited by these pe ople 
at various periods of time. 

Synthesis 

Taking into account the artifacts found in both the early investigations 
( 1 9 5 9  - 1 9 6 9) and during the STAA excavations ( 1 9 76 - 1 9 77), some tentative 
conclus ions can be reached about the various pe riods of occupation at the J-2 
Ranch site and vicinity. 

Paleo-Indian - The point types normally conside red diagnostic of the 
Plains oriented early Paleo-Indian phases (Clovis, ca. 9200  B. C. ; Folsom, 
ca. 86 00  B. C. ; Heste r 1 976) are abse nt at J-2. However, a Clovis point was 
recove red from the Johnston-Heller site within Victoria CO:.lnty ( Birmingham 
and Heste r 1 9 76); thus, the absence of such points at J -2 may only indicate 
that the early Paleo-Indian levels have not yet been reached. 

At the 6 2  inch level  of Unit K, a cache of four Guadalupe tools and an 
incised bone artifact we re recove red while Plainview-like fragme nts and base s 
we re recove red from the 49 inch and the 36 to 42 inch levels of Units L and M. 
The Plainview artifacts are not firmly date d but may suggest a ' 'Middle'' 
Paleo-Indian occupation at about 80 0 0  B. Co in South Texas since they are 
gene rally below Go1 0ndrina (ca. 7 0 0 0  B. C.; Hester 1 9 76) and above Clovis 
9200  B. C.)o The cache of Guadalupe tools apparently dates at the earlier 
part of the "Middle " Paleo-Indian phase and the Go1 0ndrina points recovered 
may date the end of this phase. On the basis of the mate rials which have b e e n  
recove red at J - 2  t o  date, it would appear that occupation of the site began 
during this "Middle " Paleo-Indian phase , probably about 80 0 0  B. C. or earlie r. 

Evide nce for the Late (or Te rminal) Paleo-Indian phase at J -2 is se en 
in the Scottsbluff (perhaps 6 500  B. C. ; Birmingham and Mitchell 19 78), we ak­
shoulde re d 1anceo1ate, and Angostu ra (60 0 0  - 5 50 0  B. C.; Heste r 1 9 76) point 
types. During the Te rminal Pleistocene in Texas the re we r e  regional concen­
trations of diffe rent point types; Heste r ( 1 9 7 6  : 7) notes such conce ntrations for 
"Scottsbluff in easte rn Texas and the Golondrina " in Central and South Texas 
and in the lowe r Pecos. Angostura is conside r ed a localized form of Central 
Texas. McCormick (1 9 76) reports Scottsbluff points and ground stem points 
in North Central Texas. Since all these types are prese nt at J -2, they may 
imply some type of area relationships with Ce ntral, North Central and East 
Texas during this Late Paleo-Indian phase (Se e Sollbe rge r and Hester 1972: 
Figure 5). 

Pre -Archaic - Bell-like points, recovered from the surface, and Early 
Triangula r points, from the STAA excavation, are diagnostic of the Pre -Archaic 
phase which dates 6 0 0 0  - 3 50 0  B. Co (Sollbe rge r and Hester 1 9 7 2). A stemmed 
point, with smoothed lower edges, may date from this period or earlier; a 
similar stemmed point was recove red in a stratum with Bell points at St. 
Ma ry's Hall in Bexar County (Heste r 19 78). These point types are all quite 
typical in the north ce ntral area of southe rn Texas (Bexar County and the 
Guadalupe Rive r drainage) and may imply a relationship with that area during 
this phase. 

1 1  
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Early Archaic - Corner-notched Early Archaic points were recovered 
in Units A and D between 20 and 26 inches. Leaf-shaped lanceolate points 
were found at the same level of Unit D and at 40 inches in Unit K. A large 
Bison bone fragment was also recovered from the 20  to 2 6  inch level of Unit A; 
this suggests that Bison were exploited during the Early Archaic at J -2. 
Dillihay ( 1 97 4) postulates the return of Bison to the Southern and Coastal 
Plains of Texas at about 2 5 0 0  B. C. 

Middle Archaic - Pedernales points are perhaps indicative of the Middle 
Archaic. They are considered diagnostic of the Round Rock phase (2 2 0 0  to 
6 0 0  B. C.) in Central Texas (Weir 19 76) and may suggest some relationship 
with that area for this pe riod. 

Late Archaic - Evidence for occupation during the Late Archaic 
;.--____ (,ca .. .-80-0-B.-C. -tG-p-e-r-h-ap-s-.Ao--:B. -OOB-)-ts-limi-redafth-eJ=-Z-Ranc }1-.- -...S-u- r-p- r--;-i-s·in-g---;l'y------

few artifacts diagnostic of the Morhiss Complex we re found. The Morhiss 
Complex is the major Late Archaic e ntity in this area and was defined largely 
on the presence of the distinctive Morhiss point type as well as Lerma and 
Tortugas points. Other types found at the Morhiss site included Refugio, 
Kinney, Pandora, Nolan, Travis, and Darl (Campbell 1 9 76). At the J-2 
Ranch site, Tortugas, Refugio. and Kinney points were recovered, but Lerma 
and the classic Morhiss points are missing. No explanation for their absence 
is readily evident. 

Late Prehistoric - The ea rly phase of the Late Prehistoric period 
(equivalent to the Austin phase of Central Texas, A. D. 800 - 12 0 0) is 
suggeste d  by the Scallorn fragment recovered from Unit G of the STAA 
excavation and perhaps by the Zavala-like point (Figure 2, c )  recove red 
from the surface .  A Perdiz point (Figure 2, a )  is indicative of the post A. D. 
1 300  phase of the Late Prehistoric. Since only three artifacts of this pe riod 
are present and other diagnostic mate rials (such as pottery) are lacking, a 
ve ry light occupation during the Late Prehistoric is likely. This is consis­
tent with the findings of e arlie r research in Goliad and Victoria Counties 
(Fox and Heste r 1 976; Campbell 1 9 76). 

C onclus ions 

Judging from the results of the preliminary analysis, the J -2 Ranch 
site has already yielded a most important accumulation of information about 
the chronology and subsiste nce patte rns on this portion of the Texas Coastal 
Plain for the last nine or ten thousand years. It also promises to provide 
many answe rs to questions he retofore unanswered about Paleo-Indian phases 
and subsistence patte rns as well. This is especially important because of 
the serious lack of knowledge about the prehistory of this area (Fox and 
Hester 1 9 76: 5; Birmingham and Hester 1976: 19). 

The lowe r levels of the excavation units appear to have just begun to 
reach those oldest deposits from which the "Middle " and Late Paleo-Indian 
mate rials found on the gravel bars in the creek could logically have come. 
Dee pe r  excavation in the trenches on the west side of the creek could yield 
vital faunal and artifactual evidence of this and possibly even earlie r phases. 
Furthe r de ep pits along the cre ek bank, when wate r levels are low e nough to 
allow it, may finally reveal the location of the elusive Paleo-Indian st ratum 
so tantalizingly suggested by the artifacts revealed by eve ry flood. 
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NOTES ON TWO OBSIDIAN PALEO-INDIAN POINTS 
FROM VAL VERDE COUNTY, TEXAS 

William B. Carroll 

This report documents two obsidian projectile points from Val Verde 
County, Texas. These points appear to be Paleo-Indian artifacts which are 
quite unusual because they are both made of obsidian. 

Location - Provenience cannot be isolated to a specific site, except to the 
eXtent that both pieces come from a large ranch approximately twelve miles 
north of Comstock, Texas. The ranch roughly parallels the Devil's River, 
but seldom comes closer than one-half mile actual distance. Several large 
canyons begin on the ranch and empty into the river further down. The river 
is at present the only source of live water in the immediate area. 

The general area is semi-arid with thorny brush and cactus domina­
ting the vegetation. Present are mesquite, huisache, live oak, frij olillo , 
prickly pear, tasajillo, ocotillo, sotol, yucca, and lechuguilla. Native pecan 
is encountered along the margin of the river, and some pinon pine is found 
in the canyons. 

Background - The points were obtained from children of the ranch foreman, 
but the only specific information they can provide is that they are from open 
sites on the ranch as opposed to shelters or caves. 

The writer has from time to thne done surface collecting in the 
vicinity. Artifacts are lithics which are common to that portion of the state, 
i. e., Langtry, Shumla, Edgewood, Frio, Montell, and Tortugas. In a few 
spots along the banks of the river there are extensive flint and chert quarries. 
Quantities of rough unifaces and bifaces are found on the surface and primary 
cortex and some secondary debitage are evident. The Archaic artifacts recov­
ered are of these basic raw materials. 

Artifacts - Point A is made of obsidian which is black in color and completely 
opaque. Fluting is present on the ventral face up to about mid-point of the 
blade. The dorsal face is randomly flaked as are the lateral edges, and 
there is a flute-like central basal thinning flake. It appears to fall in the 
category of Clovis points as described by Suhm and Jelks (196 2 : 177), although 
the writer has never personally seen a Clovis point resembling it. One sur­
face of this point is dulled in a manner similar to Point B. 

Point B fits very closely the description of the Plainview type (Suhm 
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and Jelks 1962:2 39 )  both as to size and configuration. The proximal one-third 
of the lateral edges, and the proximal end itself are well smoothed by grind­
ing. The raw material is quite unusual, being a gray-black, highly translucent 
obsidian. Flaking could not be termed collateral, but bears some resemblance, 
not being completely random. There is a slight luster to the ventral side of 
the point, but the dorsal face and blade edges are completely dulled, as though 
from the effect of sand blasting. Possibly this could have come from the ele­
ments or from chemical reaction due to soil contact. 
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Some studies have been made of the possible orlglns of obsidian used 
for artifacts found in South Texas (Hester and Mitchell 19 7 4, Hester et al 197 5), 
with central Mexico and New Mexico being likely sources. These two points 
have been sent to the University of California at Berkeley for X -ray fluores­
cence trace element analysis. Perhaps the sources of obsidian for these two 
points can be determined. 
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Figure 1. Obsidian points from Val Verde County. A - Clovis-like point: 
B - Plainview specimen. (Points are shown slightly enlarged; 
STAA photo courtesy S. M. Van der Veer. ) 



NOTES ON TWO EARLY MAN DART POINTS 
FROM ZAPATA COUNTY, SOUTHERN TEXAS 

Wayne Parker 

From a surface site near Falcon Lake Reservoir in Zapata County 
the writer has found two Early Man points. One is a Golondrina and the 
other is an unknown type. The writer has been collecting surface artifacts 
from this site for approximately 1 5  years. 

Location - The site is located on top of a small hill near Falcon Lake Reser­
voir in Zapata County. It has the same characteristics and produces about 
the same lithic material as other sites in this area along the Rio Grande. 
This site has yielded a considerable amount of Archaic dart points, most 
typically Abasolo, Tortugas, and Refugio points. 

Artifacts - The first Zapata County Early Man specimen is a Golondrina 
point (Figure I, a). (Ed. note - Golondrina was previously considered a 
Plainview variant. It is now recognized as a distinct type in South Texas. 
See Hester 1 9 7 6:8.) This lanc eolate dart point has a deep CO:1cave basal 
edge and deep eared basal corners. The flaking is at random, and this point 
has a distinctive base like that of a Dalton point from Arkansas. Basal thin­
ning was ac complished on both sides of this artifact by the removal of a 
series of vertic al flakes. The point is 6 1  mm long and 4. 5 mm thick. It has 
a maximum width of 2 3  mm with the basal width of 1 9  mm. The depth of the 
basal conc avity is 5 mm. The edges are ground 28 mm and 2 9  mm up from 
the base ears. This Golondrlna is made from a brownish colored flint and 
is moderately patinated. 

The second Early Man specimen from Zapata County is an unknown 
type to the writer (Figure I, b). It has a flute on one side. The edges are 
curved from the tip to the base and are not ground. The flaking was made at 
random. This dart point was made from a greenish-brown stone with rusty 
colors. Perhaps it was made from some type of river pebble stone. The 
point is 6 7  mm long and up to 6 mm thick. It has a maximum width of 28 mm 
and is 1 5  mm wide at the base. It has a straight base cut at a slight angle. 
The flute, on one side only, is 2 3  mm up from the base. This dart point also 
has moderate patina. The projectile point resembles the Clovis type except 
for the straight base and unground edges. (Ed. note - In general shape, this 
point resembles the Angostura type whic h are generally not fluted. A close 
examination of the photo under a magnifying glass revealed small edge 
flakes on top of the "flute" whic h s ugges ts that it is a bas al thinning flake 
rather than a true flute. Such thinning, the lack of lateral edge smoothing, 
the straight base, and the converging lateral edges, strongly suggest an 
Angostura classific ation for this point. ) 

Summary - This site in Zapata County where these two Early Man points 
were found along with 1 2 6  Archaic dart points has an average amount of chert 
and flint flaking debris. The writer found a cylinder-shaped pestle stone 
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Figure 1. Early Man dart points from Zapata County, Texas. 
a, Go1ondrina; B, Angostura. Note different scale. 



five inches long by 1. 5 inches in diameter. From all these lithic materials, 
this was a site that represents a long Archaic period occupation sequence 
that probably also went back into the Late 'Paleo-Indian period. There have 
not been any small arrowpoints or ceramics found on this site to my knowledge. 
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AN ANIMAL EFFIGY FROM KERR COUNTY, TEXAS 

J. B. Sollberger 

While excavating a burnt rock midden in Southwestern Kerr County 
some years ago, an unusual animal effigy was recovered (Figure 1). The 
time context of its manufacture was either at the end of the Archaic (dart 
point use) or the early stage of the Late Prehistoric (early use of the bow 
and arrow suggested by Edwards and Scallorn arrowpoints). The effigy was 

-reand-a-t-a---l-e-vcl-wh-e-r-e-h-ate-Arch-a-i-c -da-rt-points- were -mixed- with th e early 
forms of arrowpoints; therefore, the effigy probably dates s orne tir-n e between 
about A. D. 50 0 and A. D. 1 50 0 .  (Ed. note - Radiocarbon dates from the La 
Jita site date the Edwards point at about A. D. 950. ) 

The stone object shown in Figure 1 appears to be a bust effigy of the 
common ground squirrel, or perhaps that of a prairie dog. It appears to be 
made of limestone of a light to dark ash gray color. It weighs 5 1  grams. 
From the extreme tip of its nose to the end of its neck is 5 3  mm, while the 
diameter is about 3 5  mm. The entire surface, including the base of the neck, 
is incised with variously spaced straight lines. These lines are of various 
lengths and orientations but all are approximately I mm deep and from 1+ to 
2 mm wide. Two parallel grooves start just above the nose and run to the 
base of the neck, which s�ggests a striped ground squirrel species. 

The base of the neck is quite flat and smooth. Here the incising is 
bold - deep, wide and clean. Chin whiskers are neatly incised on the lower 
face. 

Animals, birds, reptiles, and fish were common subjects for art by 
the American Indian, but few prehistoric Texas cultures sculpted in stone. 
The Poverty Point peoples (Louisiana) made grasshoppers, owls, and ducks -
to name only a few. Our North and East Texas Indians inscribed birds such 
as turkeys and flamingos on cO:1.ch shells and pottery. 

It is entirely possible that there are more such objects of art in 
Central and South Texas than I realize. It would be quite interesting to learn 
what other animals may have been made in effigy. Will you report yours? 



Left face Right face 

Top of head-neck Base of neck 

Figure 1. Limestone effigy - probably of the common striped ground squirrel. 

2 1  



2 2  

A RECORD OF SEVERAL GROUND STONE ARTIFACTS 
FROM THE TEXAS COASTAL PLAIN 

Thomas R. Hester, E. H. Schmiedlin, and William W. Birmingham 

Many artifact collec tions from the southern Texas Coastal Plain 
contain examples of ground , pecked , and polished stone artifact. Mitchell 
( 1 9 7 5) provides an overview of suc h  artifacts , and his bibliography should 
be consulted for references to the few ground stone artifacts that have been 
fully documented from the region. 

We want to put on record in this paper a few previously unpublished 
examples , ilie notes on wEich have I-anguished in-fIles for many years. W e  
also illustrate , for the first time , a few of the artifacts described by 
Mitchell. 

We urge the professional and avoc ational archaeologists working in 
the region to take the time to doc ument additional ground stone specimens , 
by using the convenient outlet provided through this journal. The material 
culture of the hunting and gathering peoples of prehistoric southern Texas 
needs continuing review. All non -perishable items , in addition to the c hipped 
stone artifacts that are most commonly found, need to be considered in 
future studies of technology, ornamentation , trade, tool and weapon com­
ponents, and other elusive aspects of these extinct lifeways. 

Specimens from Victoria and Goliad Counties 

Mitchell ( 1 9 7 5 :9- 1 0) notes the occurrence of Waco "sinkers " and 
plummet-like artifacts. The func tion of these artifacts remains a mystery; 
they might have served as weights (for nets or even as weights attached to 
at1atls) , as bola-stones, as ornaments, etc. Two additional examples have 
been found in Victoria County (Figure 1)  by Birmingham and Schmiedlin. 

One specimen (Figure 2 ,  a ,  a' ) is from the Johnston -Heller site 
(41 VT 1 5; Birmingham and Hester 1 9 7 6 ). It is made of a yellowish , ochre­
like stone. Its length is 86 mm, maximum diameter 3 8  mm , minimum 
diameter 3 2  mm , and it weigh s 1 2 8. 5 grams. Notches 3 - 4  mm deep are 
found at both ends. 

E. H. Schmiedlin has found a somewhat different specimen in an area 
of southwestern Victoria County. This artifac t (Figure 2 ,  b )  is fashioned of 
purple quartzite , and is fully-grooved in a longitudinal fashion. Length is 
82 mm, maximum diameter 3 2  mm, minimum diameter 1 9  mm; data on 
weight are not available. Flaring at both ends of the specimen distinguish 
it from the 41 VT 1 5  example and from similar artifacts observed elsewhere 
in southern Texas. 

Mitchell ( 1 9 7 5 : 1 0 )  also mentioned ' 'boatstones, " a type of ground stone 
artifact which ,  in most cases, apparently served as a weight attached to a 
spearthrower (atlatl). An "unfinished boats tone " from the Boatstone site 
(41 LS 1 7) in La Salle County is shown in Hoover and Hester (1 9 74 : 2 3). 

An excellent example of this type of spearthrower weight has been 
rec orded by Schmied1in from a site near the town of Weesatche in Goliad 
County (his catalog number 41G41d/ 5; Figure 1). The specimen is frag­
mentary, it is ' 'boatshaped, ' '  and has a notc h at one end (Figure 2 ,  c ). It is 



made from a hard, gray stone which does not appear to be local. The notch 
on the specimen clearly suggests that it was attached to a spearthrower as a 
weight, perhaps to its underside much in the fashion of a specimen documented 
in western Nevada by Hester ( 1 974). Length of the fragment from Goliad 
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County is 42 mm; it is 30 mm wide and 30 mm high (top to bottom measurement). 

Other Ground Stone Specimens from the Coastal Plain 

Several of the artifacts mentioned here have already been briefly 
cited in Mitchell ( 1 9 7 5) or in other brief notes; however, illustrations have 
not previously appeared. 

A Waco sinker-like artifact was found by A. E. Anderson at his site 
W -2 on La Sal Vieja in Willacy County in 1 9 3 8 (Figure 1). It is made of a 
gray, porous igneous stone; length is 66 mm, maximum diameter is 39  mm, 
and minimum diameter is 32 mm (Figure 2, d ). It is stored at the Texas 
Archeological Research Laboratory, Austin. 

As previously noted in Mitchell ( 1 975)  and Hester and Funnell ( 1 9 7 4), 
another specimen resembling the Waco sinker form was collected some years 
ago by Dr. Dorothy M. Brown in southwestern Dimmit County (Figure I ) .  
It i s  made of gray-black, grainy stone (material unidentified) and i s  highly 
polished. Length is 7 3  mm , and maximum diameter is 35 mm (Figure 2, e ). 

A plummet-like artifact, flattened at one end, with an encircling 
groove just below, was collected in McMullen County (Figure 1 )  in the 1 9 30s 
(Sam Lester Collection; photograph at the Texas Archeological Research 
Labor atory, Aus tin). It is 6 8  mm long, and has a maxim urn diamete r of 
40 mm. See Figure 2, f. 

Finally, we should note the presence of fully- or 3 / 4-grooved ground 
and polished stone hammers or axes from the Coastal Plain. One has already 
been documented in this journal by Schmiedlin ( 1 9 7 5); it comes from Victoria 
County. A second, and larger specimen, from Nueces County is mentioned 
by Mitchell (1 9 7 5:9 ); and he also mentions two specimens reportedly from 
Dimmit County. The Nueces County specimen is of particular interest, as it 
bears wear in the form of battering (on the poll end) and use -flaking along the 
bit or opposite edge. Made of basalt, the specimen also has traces of asphal ­
tum on it which may be indicative of the manner in which it was hafted. Notes, 
photographs and full documentation are on file at the Texas Archeological 
Res earch Laboratory, Austin. 
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Figure 2. Ground Stone Artifacts froIn the Texas Coastal Plain. 
a, a i, 41  VT 1 5  (a ', side view); b, southwestern Victoria County; 
c, thre e views of atlatl weight fragm:� nt, Goliad County (upper: 
bottom vie w, showing notc h;  middle : side view; lower: cross ­
se ction); d, La Sal Vieja, W illacy County (stippled area represents 
frac ture); e, Dimmit County; f, McMullen County. All artifacts 
are illustrated ac tual size. 
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PIP E S , POTS , AND LIT T LE INDIAN GIRLS 

T. C .  Hil l ,  Jr. 

Draw a line f r om Uvalde t o  C a r ri zo Sp ring s , the n c e  e a s tw a r d  to 
C ot ulla and Th r e e  Rive r s , and back to Uvalde . Y o u  w ill undoubte dly have 
e nc l os e d  an are a c O :lt aining a hundr e d  v e ry late P re h i s t o ric p otte ry - be a ri n g  
arc h ae ol ogic al s ite s .  A f e w  of the s e  h ave b e e n  l o c ate d ,  explore d ,  and 
r e p o rte d in various m aj or and m i no r fo rms , while a m aj o r  new s ite is i n  
t h e  p r oc e s s o f  exc avati o n  and s o  r e m ai n s  u n r e p o r t e d  (He s te r  and Hill 1 9 7 1 ;  
He s te r  and Hill 1 9 7 2 ;  Hol ds w o r th 1 9 7 2 ;  Hill and H e s te r  1 9 7 3 ;  Hill and Holds ­
w orth 1 9 7 3 ;  Hill 1 9 7 3 ;  He s t e r  and Hill 1 9 7 5 . ) 

f-------- ---This is the MT adle Nue c e s  Rive r s e c tion of the w e s te r n B r us
-

h C o�nt ; y ,  
an are a h e avily utiliz e d  s in c e  t h e  days o f  the make r s  of t h e  Golondrina dart 
p oi nt. The 9 , 0 0 0  ye a r  use of this r e g i o n  e ndur e d  right dow n  to the time of 
Sp anis h p e ne t rati o n  and c onque s t ,  and offe rs e v i de n c e  whic h i s  b oth fairly 
c le ar and hi ghl y  c onfus ing • • •  c l e a r  f r om the angle of hunting and g ath e r ing , 
c onfus i ng from e v e r y  oth e r  v antage p oi nt. 

If I h ave e v e r  ope r ate d from th e p r op o s ition that I 'v e  always b e e n  
ble s s e d  w ith the unc an ny ins tinc t for being in the w r ong p lac e w h e n  the actio:1 
ge ts he avy • • •  the c ol d  w i nt r y  tr e e , the high p ow e r e d  te le s c op e d  r ifle , s undow n ,  
s u ddenly b e c oming c onvi nc e d  that nothing ain 't A B O UT t o  happ e n  h e r e , t o :)  
l ate to m ove • • •  if t h i s  tells t h e  s tory , the n m y  returning a g a i n  and a g a i n  t o  
s ite 41 Z V  1 4  t o  ins p e c t  t h e  c r umbling w alls o f  i t s  four o ri g inal te s t  pits may 
be unde rs tood. I fe e l  th at I mis s e d  the b e s t  p a rt of the big s hallow s ite and 
the " t r ue answ e r " i s  s till out the re aw aiting m e .  

A new s hallow e r os ion j us t  no rth o f  T e s t  # 1  c ame th roug h ,  a y e a r  o r  
s o  late r ,  with s e v e ral fragme nts o f  thin , c u rve d ,  r e am e d  a n d  p oli s h e d  s o ap ­
s t o ne , dete rmi n e d  to be a p ortion of the dis tal s e c ti o n  of a tubular pip e .  This 
ke e n  rock (not ill us trate d) is g r e as y - gl a s s y  s lick o n  the exte r i o r , fai rly w e l l  
p olis h e d  ins i de and s h ow s p e rhaps an atte mpt at e nlarging the b o r e  of the l as t  
inch with a s h arp , p oi nt e d tool • • •  nume r o u s  s c ratc h e s  are vis ible in a c i rc ul a r  
c utti ng ac tion. The l i ght g r ay , s p e c kl e d s t one i s  s ai d  to h ave originate d 
s omewhe r e  around the Llano Uplift , ac c or ding to Dr. E rne s t  A. Lundelius , 
U. T .  -Aus tin g e ologis t - p al e ontol o gi s t. It w a s  obvious l y  w e ll - u s e d  fo r a tim e ,  
and its 4 - 5  mm th in w all i s  i n  definite c ontr a s t  to the he avie r ,  thicke r ,  s t ubby 
tubul ar s tone p ip e s  of s andstone o r  l im e s t one , fragme nts of which are oc c a ­
s i onally found in th is a r e a. 

Anoth e r  ye a r  p as s e d ,  a few m o r e  h e av y  r ai ns o c c ur r e d ,  and s udde nly 
the s outh w al l  of T e s t  #4 had c rum ble d. Among th e a rtifac ts on the pit flo o r  
w e re found fragme nts o f  a h e av y- g r aine d white s a nds t o ne , a n d  s e v e r al m o re 
s howe d  i n  the w all at the four i n c h  de ep l e v e l ,  ri ght w h e r e  the l ate p ot - pe ople 
live d at one tim e .  O n  a h u nc h ,  a few s hovels o f  t h e  imme diate a r e a  w e r e  
s c re e ne d  and m o re white s a nds tone w a s  r e c ove r e d. B ac k  at the h ous e ,  th e s e  
doz e n  o r  s o  p e c uliar piec e s  w e r e g e ntly rins e d  t o  r e m ove the b ulk o f  th e i r 
g r e as y - as hy black film , and I 'll be dog g one d if we di d n 't have anothe r s t one 
pipe ! Jig s awing th e p ie c e s  about , th e y  s o on fit i nto plac e ,  and w e r e  daub e d  
at the e dg e s  with E lme r ' s good ol d g l u e  to p r o duc e p r ob ably the b ulk of the 
m o uthpi e c e  e n d of the tre as u r e .  (S e e  Fig ure 1 . ) 



a. b. 
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Figure 1. a ,  Sandstone pipe from 4 1  ZV 1 4. Wall thickness shown; 
arrow indicates "dottle ". 

b, Reverse side of pipe, showing deeply grooved crosscut 
decoration and "mouthpiece " boring. 

Z7 
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Now a new element emerged • • •  the exterior surface had been deeply 
grooved with a decoration of diagonal cuts and cross hatches, and while I 
cannot recognize any definite design amidst this random attempt at art, I 
do realize that we have here a rather rare item in the Late Inventory of the 
Brush Country. To date, we have discovered only a few things which show 
even the slightest attempt at decoration • • •  a few tubular bone beads with 
lightly-scratched cross hatching, a rare pot sherd similarly incised, an even 
rarer stone artifact o r  pot sherd which still shows a spot of its once-gaudy 
red ochre paint-job, or its faint line of black asphaltum. 

Another surprise • • •  the gentle rinsing had le�t a good black spot of 
charred "dottle " on the interior wall surface ! Plans are now in formulation 
to present the thing to a young lady medical student in San Antonio who is 

-practi-cing -a-c1eve-r- s-li-ght-�-of�hai'fd with -pot s herds-wberein--Ule -crushed cores 
are induced to release the dried j uices of thei r former fatty stews, with a 
good possibility of her recognizing the faunal and/or floral contents of same. 
I am personally intrigued with learning j ust what our "old folks " found to 
smoke for fun, out here, and a report will be prepa red as soon as she 
presents her clues. 

So where do these two newer artifacts leave us, as we ponder and 
puzzle over people who made and used pots, where no pots really belonged? 
Not much better off, actually. 

The strange breed of men who inhabited site 4 1  ZV 1 4  (Holdsworth 
Island) and her sister sites along the Middle Nueces River drainage, have 
likely received more attention than all thei r many local predecessors com ­
bined, yet thei r origin and ending has never been proven. We Brush Country 
investigators really hope, deep in our hearts, that they 'll turn out to be our 
very own "Coahuiltec " people, as such a decision might perhaps establish a 
firm base from which to back up in time, to extend certain lines of ancest ry 
for them. 

The tracks of antiquity are no doubt etched into every living being, 
some of whom are reminded very faintly of the conditions to wnich thei r fo re­
bears once reacted and survived, some others literally teeming with an olden 
lore when ci rcumstances remain constant and time passes ver y slowly. 

But for all that, I have terrible trouble believing that my trumped-up 
"Coahuiltec maiden " Little Flower and her people made those 4 1  ZV 1 4  pots ! 
Afte r five years of potting on my own, starting from scratch and working like 
mad (Hill 1 9 7 5), my skills are far below hers, and I doubt that I could exactly 
duplicate the fine thin, crisp little jars she put together and fired if I worked 
at it another five years ! 

The tracks of my own ancestry did not furnish me with any ceramic 
insight, and there is NO WAY a little Coahuiltec gi rl from around here 
could have potted immediately and with skill, from a standing start, because 
her tracks were made by hunters and gathe rers, from a fairly simple back­
ground of a series of campfires along different creeks, of mesquite beans and 
cacti and scampering little creatures to be chased and caught. Oh, sure, she 
could have been "Coahuiltec, " but if so I suspect she was a distant cousin from 
a different land, playing a different game. 
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ANNOUNC EMENT OF PUB LICATIONS 

Included with this is s ue is a flye r announcing rec ent public ations by 
the Cente r for Archaeological Res earch, Unive rsity of Texas at San Antonio, 
which will be of inte re st  to STAA members.  

Othe r new publications of inte rest include : 

Lithic Technology: A Prime r ,  by L. W. Patte rson, Hous ton 
Archeologic al Society,  Special Publication, 1 9 7 8. This 
1 4-page booklet includes dis c us s ions on lithic manufacturing 
methods , functional analys is , and typology. A bibliography 
and glos s ary of te rms is als o included. The publication is 
primarily intended for the beginning student in all phas es of 
lithic technology. It is available from : John H. Herbe rt , 
Houston Archeological Society,  5935 Dellfe rn, Hous ton, Texas 
770 35. (Price is $2. 00 including postage. ) 

Lake Theo:  A Stratified, Early Man Bis on Butche ring and 
Camp Site , B riscoe C ounty, Texas : Arche ological Investiga­
tions t Phase 2 ,  by Billy R. Harris on and Kay L. Killen, 
Panhandle -Plains Historical Museum Special Archeological 
Report Number 1. 1 0 8  page s , nume rous illus trations. This 
is a' complete report of the w0rk at Lake Theo in the Texas 
Panhandle whe re Fols om and Eden points of Tecovas , Edwards , 
and Alibates flint were recove red from a bis on bone bed, along 
with othe r tools. A major feature at the s ite was a circular 
clus ter of bis on bone s including s everal left mandible halve s. 
The feature may have been cappe d with a bis on s kull fragment; 
the purpose of the feature is unknown but may have been c e re ­
monial. This report i s  available from the Panhandle - Plains 
Historical Society , Panhandle -Plains Mus e um ,  CanY0:1,  Texas 
790 16. 




