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EDITORIAL 

TENTH ANNIVERSARY 

As we come to the end of Volume 10, the organization is 
preparing to celebrate its tenth anniversary at the January, 1984 
quarterly meeting. Actually, we hit t.en years in early December, 
since our initial organizational meeting was in early December, 1973 
(has it really been that long already???). In anticipation of our 
celebration, I asked our first (Premier) La Tierra editor, Mr. T. C. 
Hill, Jr., of Crystal City, to reflect on his feelings as we complete 
our first STAA decade. He did so in his own inimitable style, and 
his allegorical analysis of South Texas archaeology is included in 
this issue. 

Dr. Tom Hester, of the University of Texas at San Antonio, 
a founding father and first Chairman, our "sparkplug, " and the second 
La Tierra editor, also takes a look at STAA' s first ten years. He 
reviews some of our rather significant accomplishments during the 
first ten years and also highlights some areas where we have not been 
as successful as we might have liked. See his article for a candid 
look at our first decade of effort. 

As we celebrate this 10th anniversary, we need to also be 
thinking about where the organization should go in the next decade. 
What do we want to have accomplished when we are celebrating the 
next 10-year anniversary? Think about it! 

Editor 
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EARLY BARBED P OINTS FROM HAY S COUNTY , TEXAS 

Howard D .  Land 

ABSTRACT 

Nine early barbed proj ec t i le poin t s  are illus tra ted and d i s cus sed . They 
are from l imited excava tions done at the Gregg Ranch S i te (41 HY 131), Hays County , 
Texas in 1976-77 . Each con s i s tently fel l chronolog ically between late Paleo-Indian 
and Early Archa ic materials . They dif fer enough from well recognized types to be 
assigned their own ca tegory or name, an accompl ishment which has yet to be 
fulfil led . 

INTRODUCT ION 

Small to medium s ized proj ec t ile points having a triangular shape , s tra ight 
to s l ightly convex edges , corner notches, expanding base , long barbs , and a "V " 
shaped or c oncave base , with good to excellent workmanship , were recovered from 
a s tra t i f ied terrace s i te on the Blanco River , Hays Coun ty , central Texas ( F igure 1 ) . 

HAYS COUrny 

TEXAS 

Figure 1. Loca tion of the Gregg Ranch S i te (41 HY 131), Hays County , Texa s .  



THE GREGG RANCH SITE 

Known as 41 HY 131, the Gregg Ranch Site is a multi-component occupation 
site situated on a low terrace of the Blanco River, Hays County, Central Texas. 
Limited excavations (eight square meter trench) by the author in 1976-77 revealed 
cultural material in good stratigraphic context spanning ten thousand years. 
Significant findings include a massive burned 'rock midden containing classic 
Texas Archaic artifacts, bone, snail and features. Included was a level contain
ing pre-Archaic materials. Below that was a level containing 1ate Paleo-Indian 
materials with recognizable point types like Go londrina, Plainview, Angostura, 
and possibly He l l  Gap. In Area B was found the possible remains of a simple 
shelter along with a classic Plainview point and an Early Triangular point in 
close proximity. Five primary strata were recorded for Area A. Pre-Archaic mater
ials occurred in soil zones C (avrg 30 cm thick) and D (avrg 50 cm thick). These 
zones were well below classic Early Archaic materials and just above the Paleo
Indian level. Diagnostic pre-Archaic materials included Early Barbed, Gower, Lerma, 
Uvalde, Pandale-like, drills, ovate scrapers, side scrapers, utilized flakes, 
knives, heat treated bifaces, snail, shell, bone and a small amount of burned rock 
fragments. It was noted that the Early Barbed points came from three arbitrary 
levels (5, 6 and 7) within soil zones C and D. Additional information from Gregg 
Ranch awaits further analysis and a future report. 

ARTIFACT DESCRIPTION 

Blades are usually triangular with straight to slightly convex lateral edges 
(see Figure 2). The stem expands outward as the result of a carefully flaked cor
ner notch, forming a pointed barb. The most prominent feature is the wide "V"- or 
"U"-shaped base which has either a straight line or is slightly convex. The latter 
trait gives the point a "fish tail" appearance. Basal grinding is not apparent. 
Workmanship is excellent, the finished product being thin and well formed. High 
grade cherts and flints of varying colors are used. Size ranges from small to 
medium. Because of the fragile form used, few completed points survive intact. 
Resharpening is sometimes evident. Figure 2 ,  B, C and G appear to be typical of 
the type described. Figure 2 ,  H has been damaged by fire and Figure 2, I looks to 
be unfinished. 
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It is recognized that there is great danger in trying to work with an extremely 
small sample size. Gregg Ranch was not excavated to any great extent and as a result, 
the sample size for discussion is comparatively small. However, when one finds one 
flea on his dog, or one ant in his cupboard, it must be dealt with in the best manner 
practicable. So goes the world. So goes archaeology. 

CULTURAL AFFILIATIONS 

Using Prewitt's proposed chronology for the central Texas Archaic (Prewitt 
1981:74-78), these points are judged to fall within the San Geronimo Phase of the 
Early Archaic. The author notes that Martindale has been assigned to the next 
later phase called Jarrell. Could the points described herein be considered a pre
cursor to Martindale or are they in fact, Martindale themselves? They may also be 
related to Be l l .  They could have easily evolved from the Early Triangular. Distri
bution of Early Barbed points are uncertain although they appear to cover central 
and South Texas. Most likely, they represent cultural traditions associated with a 
riverine hunter and gatherer lifestyle of the Archaic, hunting small game, some 
Bison, exploiting available nuts, berries, fish, and shellfish easily obtained in 
the immediate area of the site. Gregg Ranch was located just on the Balcones 
escarpment, providing several different biotic zones to exploit. Raw materials 
and fresh water were abundant. Its location on the south side of a small lime
stone bluff provided warmth and limited exposure. It was an ideal place to live. 
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Figure 2. Artifacts from Hays County, Texas. Early Barbed points from lower levels 
of the Gregg Ranch Site (41 HY 131), San Geronimo Phase. A-G are reminis

cent of the Martindale point. B and G are considered typical. H and I, 

found above A-G, are fire damaged and unfinished. 



It i s  not known if t he in habitant s we re hi ghl y t ran sito ry o r  remained t he re in 
small groups fo r a lon g pe rio d of time . It i s  suspe cte d t hat t he G re gg Ran ch 
site, in San Ge ronimo time s, wa s one of seve ral cam ps alon g t he Blan co Rive r .  
In habitant s move d f re quentl y, de pen din g on availabilit y of re so ur ce s  an d nee d s . 
One t rait not previo usl y note d in t he lite rat ure i s  t he pra cti ce of heat t reatin g 
tool s such a s  scra pe r s an d bifa ce s .  The pra cti ce of utili zin g g reat amo unt s of 
ro ck fo r hea rt hs i s  not evi dent. 

ES TIM ATED AG E 

7 000 to 6000 B.P .  ( 5 050 to 4 0 5 0  B . C . )  

D IS CUSS ION 

The re po rte d s pe cimen s a re simila r, in. mo st re spe ct s, to Martindale (S uhm 
an d Jel ks 19 6 2 : 2 1 3 ). The ba rb s, howeve r, a re usuall y lon ge r an d t he ba se ha s 
st rai ght line s in stea d of t he curve d " V" of t he Martindale point . Simila r spe ci 

men s, calle d " Ea rl y  Ba rbe d," we re re cove re d b y  Jo hn son ( 19 64 )  in t he lowe r level s 
of t he Devil ' s  Mo ut h  Site, Val Ve rde Co unt y, Texa s (Jo hn son 19 64 ) . 

Sin ce 19 4 0, in divi dual s within Cent ral an d So ut h  Te xa s have re co gni zed t he 
e xi sten ce of not che d  point s w hi ch o ccur st rati gra phi call y between cult ural and 
te chnolo gi cal t radition s of t he Paleo -In dian and Ea rl y Archai c of Te xa s. In t he 
pa st, t he ho ri zon-ma rke r  fo r t he Cent ral Te xa s  " Ea rl y  Archai c" wa s re pre sented b y  
Bulverde, Nolan, an d Travis da rt point s of a ppro ximatel y 6, 000 yea rs a go. Thi s 
ha s re centl y been pushe d  to an ea rlie r pe rio d a s  t he re sult of e xcavation s an d 
st ud y  at seve ral site s wo rke d  in t he 19 6 0 s  an d 7 0s . Resultin g ho ri zon-ma rke r s  

in cl ude such t ype s  a s  Bell, Gower, Ea rl y Trian gula r, Ea rl y Ba rbe d, Bandy, Ea rl y 
Co rne r  Not ched, Uvalde, Andice, Mi s cellaneo us, P rovi sional, an d Unt ype d . Some 
a re formal name s ;  ot he r s  a re onl y de s c ri ptive in nat ure o r  la ck a cce ptan ce. 
Seve ral of t he se t ype s a ppea r, an d ma y be contem po raneo us with, l·ate Paleo -In dian 
pe rio d mate rial s of 8, 000 yea r s  a go (Angostura, Golondrina, Plainview). 

Fo r one goo d rea son o r  anot he r, t he latte r pe rio d ha s been refe rre d  to a s  
t he ve ry Ea rl y Archai c, t he p re- Archai c, t he t ran sitional Ea rl y Archai c, an d Ea rl y 
Arc hai c, t he latte r bein g a p ro po sal b y  P rewitt to in cl ude ea rlie r mate rial s not 
previo usl y i dentifie d a s  bein g pa rt of t he Archai c sta ge ( P rewitt 19 81 : 7 1 -79 ) . 
Fo r t he mo st pa rt, a few of t he point t ype s remain namele ss an d a re usuall y 
refe r re d  to a c co rdin g to a te chnolo gi cal de scri ption such a s  "ba rbe d" o r  " co rne r 
not che d ." The va riet y refe r re d  to he rein, howeve r, ten ds to conform to a t ype 
fo un d  in seve ral Te xa s lo cation s ove r t he pa st twent y yea rs. 

Wo rk done b y  Jo hn son durin g t he late 5 0 s  an d ea rl y  60s at t he Devil ' s  Mo ut h  
Site re sulte d in t he de scri ption of " Ea rl y  Ba rbe d" point s fo un d  in t he ea rlie st, 
dee pe st Archai c st rata of Area A (Jo hn son 19 64 : 3 3 -34 ) . Tho ugh seve ral va rietie s 
a re shown, Jo hn son ' s  Fi gure 1 1, Q mo st clo sel y re semble s some of t ho se f rom G re g g  
Ran ch. Wo rk done b y  Wo rd at Ba ke r Cave durin g 19 6 2 -66 re sulte d in t he re po rt an d 
de s c ri ption of well -ba rbe d point s f rom Zone I I, Pe rio d 2, an d believe d to be 
ea rl y  in time, j ust followin g t he Paleo- In dian sta ge ( Wo rd 19 7 0 : 2 1 -2 5 ) . Wo rd 
int ro du ce d  t he n ame s " Ban dy" an d "Ba ke r  I, Ba ke r  I I ." He al so calle d some of 
t he point s " Ea rl y  Ba rbe d  I -V ." Of t he se, Bandy seem s to be simila r to some of 
t ho se f rom G re gg Ran ch (Wo rd 19 7 0: 2 2, Fi g .  1 0, G an d H ) . Ot he r s  loo k li ke " Ea rl y  
Ba rbe d ." 

At Bonfi re S helte r, Val Ve rde Co unt y, Te xa s, Dibble·note d t he fin d of a 
sin gle a symmet ri cal, ba si call y t rian gula r point f rom the Inte rme diate Ho ri zon 
between Bone Be ds 2 an d 3) . A ra dio -ca rbon date of 7 24 0  ± 2 2 0  yea rs B . P .  wa s 
note d fo r a nea rb y  hea rt h in t he same t hi ck soil zone (Dibble an d Lo rrain 19 67 : 4 0) .  
The point a ppea re d to be contem po raneo us wit h bot h t he hea rt h an d a livin g floo r. 
The point, tho ugh not ill ust rate d, wa s de scribed a s  havin g a con cave ba se, 
ex pan din g stem, an d wi de, shallow co rne r not che s .  One e dge of t he point wa s 
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st ra ig ht w it h  t he o p pos ite edge be ing sl ig htl y conve x. Wo rkmans hip was good . 
No "t ype" was attem pted b y  D ibble. 

At t he Landsl ide S ite in Bell Co unt y, Texas, S hafe r and Ross noted t he 
occ urrence of se ve ral Ea rl y  Arc ha ic po int t ypes in t he lowe r levels (St rat um V). 
T hese, among ot he rs, incl uded Martindale, Va r iet y 1 and 2, Unt yped g ro ups, and 
Miscellaneo us s pec imens . Seve ral of t hese loo k ve ry s im ila r to t hose fo und at 
G regg Ranc h, es pec iall y t he Unt yped (So r row, Shafe r, and Ross 1 9 67:F ig ure 1 4  a, 
c, d, and k) and t he Martindale Va r iet y 2 (So r row, S hafe r, and Ross 1 9 67:F ig ure 
1 2 ) . 

T he po ints f rom G regg Ranc h do not d is pla y t he c ha racte r ist ic basal t reat
ment of two conve x  c urves t hat meet in the cente r .  It is felt t hat t he G reg g 
Ranc h s pec imens d iffe r eno ug h  t hat t he y  a re not Martindale , b ut rat he r a re related 
to Gower , Bell, and Martindale . T he y  somet imes occ ur st rat ig ra phicall y toget he r. 
T he re ma y also be some relat ions h ip to Uvalde and e vent uall y, Pedernales. T ypol
og y becomes e xt remel y d iff ic ult w he re man y of t hese un known t ypes a re invol ved. 

At t he La J ita S ite in U valde Co unt y, Heste r noted t hree va r iet ies of 
"Ea rl y  Co rne r Notc hed" po ints w h ic h  we re fo und st rat ig ra p hicall y below d iagnost ic 
Ea rl y  Arc ha ic fo rms (Heste r 1 9 7 1: 7 1 - 7 4 ) . Seve ral of t hese ha ve g reat resemblance 
to t hose f rom G regg Ranc h, pa rt ic ula rl y t hose w it h  t r iang ula r blades, long ba rbs 
and a " V" -l ike e xpand ing base (see Heste r 1 9 7 1:F ig ure 1 0). Heste r used t he te rm 
"Ea rl y  Co rne r Notc hed" fo r a desc r ipt ion of ce rta in un known s pec imens at La J ita 
and d id not intend fo r t hem to be cons ide red as a "t ype." Heste r also noted that 
Va r iet y 1 s pec imens a re rem in iscent of t he Martindale t ype . Some of t he po ints 
f rom G regg Ranc h also resemble La Jita Va r iet y 2, hav ing "U"-s ha ped, o r  sl ig htl y 
concave, bases. 

E xca vat ions b y  Wesolows ky, Heste r and B rown at t he Jetta Co urt S ite, T rav is 
Co unt y, also revealed seve ral ea rl y  s pec imens, te rmed " M iscellaneo us I" and 
"Unt yped," f rom t he lowe r m idden (Wesolowsky et al. 1 9 7 6 :F ig ures 1 1  and 15 ) .  T he 
a ut ho rs noted good e v idence fo r a st rat ig ra p hic, and t he refo re c hronolog ical, 
zone olde r t han t he p revio usl y def ined Cent ral Te xas "Ea rl y Arc ha ic," yet late r 
t han Paleo -Ind ian . 

T ho ug h  not fo und in a st rat ig ra phic conte xt, 
po ints f rom t he G ran ite Beac h S ite, Llano Co unt y . 
ea rl y  mate r ials p rev io usl y ident if ied as Gower and 
7 6 -80) . 

C rawfo rd noted seve ral unt yped 
T hese we re m ixed w it h  ot he r  
Uvalde -l ike (C rawfo rd 1 9 65 :  

In 1 94 0, Sella rds noted t he e x istence of t r iang ula r s ha ped, co rne r notc hed 
po ints assoc iated w it h  g reat de pt hs (Lowe r Ho r izon ) at t he Be rcla ir S ite, Bee 
Co unt y (Sella rds 1 94 0:Plate 1, F igure 6). T hese, howeve r, we re s ide notc hed, 
longe r t han t hose f rom G regg Ranc h and had a st ra ig ht base . 

Sbllbe rge r and Heste r rev iewed t rans it ional p re -Arc ha ic man ifestat ions in 
Te xas in con j unct ion w it h  t he ir re po rt on t he St ro hac ke r S ite, Ke rr Co unt y (Soll
be rge r and Heste r 1 9 7 2: 3 2 6 -34 4 ) .  P re -Arc ha ic mate r ials we re m ixed w it h  Late Paleo 
Ind ian, incl ud ing po ints, b ifaces and a un iface. T he a ut ho rs s pec ulated t hat t he 
t rans ition f rom Late Paleo -Ind ian to Ea rl y  Arc ha ic occ urred o ve r  a long t ime s pan, 
p robabl y in t he pe r iod between 8, 000 and 5,5 00 yea rs B.P. 

S ubstant ial e v idence s uppo rt ing Ea rl y  Arc ha ic man ifestat ions has also accum u
lated f rom t he east and so ut heast Un ited States (see Coe 1 9 64 and B ro yles 1 9 7 1) .  
T he a ut ho r  feels t hat t he re a re def in ite s im ila r it ies between t hese reg ions and 
Te xas, e ven t ho ug h  ev idence po ints to an ea rl ie r t ime pe r iod fo r t he east . We ma y 
f ind Arc ha ic fo rms and t rad it ions in ea rl ie r conte xts t han p re v io usl y t ho ug ht, 
some be ing contem po ra ry w it h  Paleo- Ind ian. 

T h is ma y ha ve been t he case at G regg Ranc h w he re a class ic Plainview po int 
was fo und at t he same le vel, in close p roxim it y  to a p robable ho use feat ure, as 
an Ea rl y  T r iang ula r po int . 

We ir has done m uc h  wo rk in Cent ral Te xas, and in pa rt icula r, a s ite nea r 
G regg Ranc h called t he G reen haw S ite (We ir 1 9 67 and 1 9 7 9 ) . We ir has gone on to 



formulate a new chronological framework for Central Texas (Weir 1976a, 
1976b and 1979). Weir saw that there was much confusion and misuse of terms, 
disorder, abuse, outdated information, new information available, and there was 
a need to bring certain information together in a logical, time-space/chronologi
cal order. His work has since been expanded on by Prewitt through the addition 
of six phases which equate to Weir's original five phases (Prewitt 1981:65-89) . 
Weir divided his cultural history of Central Texas into five phases which followed 
the Paleo-Indian stage. Of import to this paper is what Weir called the "San 
Geronimo Phase, " a period of time from 9000 to 5000 B.P. Diagnostic traits of 
this phase include point types called Early Barbed, Uvalde, Lerma, Gower, other 
lithic artifacts such as ovate scrapers, drills, utilized flakes, flake knives, 
side scrapers, choppers, and bifaces. He also included small and large animal 
bone such as deer and bison, and mussel and snail shell. Burned rock is minimum. 

Gregg Ranch exhibited all of these. The San Geronimo Phase was followed by 
Weir's "Clear Fork Phase, " starting at S, OOO-years B. P. and being defined by 
lithic time markers such as Travis, No lan, Pandale, Bu lverde, Pedernales, Uvalde, 
We l l s, bifaces, utilized flakes, small animal bones, snail and considerable amounts 
of compacted rock with dark soil (burned rock midden). This was very well repre
sented at Gregg Ranch. One of the most significant observations for Gregg Ranch, 
in fact, was the consistent occurrence of Nolan points at the very bottom, and 
obvious beginning, of the burned rock midden proper. Nolan, and several variants, 
occurred so frequently that one could anticipate finding them in every square 
excavated. 

As stated previously, Prewitt has gone on to modify Weir's sequence by pro
posing additional phases for the Early Archaic. He added a phase for late Paleo
Indian called "Circleville" and two additional phases for the Early Archaic: 
"Jarrell" and "Oakalla. " These effectively divide Weir's San Geronimo Phase into 
three phases. It is noted that Martindale and Uvalde are included in the Jarrell 
Phase, the earlier of the two (Prewitt 1981: 76-79). At Gregg Ranch, the author 
noted that many of the ovate bifaces and scrapers of the San Geronimo had been 
heat treated. 

After review of the above information pertaining to transitional Pre-Archaic 
points described as "Early Barbed" and other names, one begins to wonder if there 
are several recognizable forms that can be categorized, or "typed. " Obviously, 
there is much that we don't know about their placement, their range in time and 
space, or their cultural affiliation. That will come with time. One can't help, 
however, to perceive of a relationship between recognized and named types such as 
Be l l  and Uvalde. In some cases, it becomes anybody's guess. At least the exten
sive efforts of individuals like Sellards, Shafer, Hester, Weir and Prewitt, to 
name but a few, are slowly bringing the picture into better focus and expanding 
our understanding almost daily. Every bit of information is all important to the 
study of man in Central Texas, be it from Buda, Texas or Turkey Swamp, New Jersey. 
Our responsibility is to report as accurately and faithfully as possible. For 
those with the ability and foresight to synthesize related cultural and techno
logical information in a manner we can all understand and appreciate, we are 
indebted. 

There is not a great deal that the author can tell the reader about these 
points that has not already been said within the existing literature. Of impor
tance is the fact that the Early Archaic (after Prewitt) points from Gregg Ranch 
were found in good context, under similar conditions, between late Paleo-Indian 
(though Prewitt includes these in Early Archaic) materials and well recognized 
artifacts of the Middle Archaic (after Prewitt). In the same levels were found 
utilized flakes, scrapers, and ovate bifaces that showed evidence of heat treat
ing. Smaller than previous point styles and later styles used for bison hunting, 
these specimens may have been used in the pursuit of smaller game such as deer. 
Several varieties of these barbed points are discernible and have the potential 
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for categor ization . One such categorization, and no t neces sar ily the only one, 
i s  to be f ound in Figure 2 .  The author has no t attemp ted to name thi s  var i ety, 
o therwi s e  he would have called them B lanc o po int s, after their spatial context . 
The author defers the responsibil ity for naming them to those who first rec ognized 
them, those who can bet ter work out their definit ion, and tho s e  who can b e t t er 
p lac e them in time and s pac e .  The idea o f  es tabl ishing a formal committee t o  do 
type class ifica t ion i s  a s ound one (Carroll 1983:43). The es tabli shment o f  a 
common and compl ete data base on po int typo logy is also sorely needed . E f forts 
to dis tribute point type descriptions are to be commended (Prew i t t  1983:1-6) . 

CONCLUSIONS 

The o ccurrence o f  Early Barbed po ints at the Gregg Ranch Site o f  Central 
Texas serves to corroborate recent work done in behalf of Texas archaeology . A 
review o f  the lit erature surround ing the " unknowns " o f  certain po int types demon
s tra tes the need for a formalized and c entral ized sys tem of typo logy classifica
tion w ith no t only proj ec t ile points, but other tools and cul tural aff ilia ted 
materials . 

References 

Broyle s, B e t tye J. 
1971 S econd Prel iminary Report :  The S t . Albans Si te, Kanawha County, 

West Virginia . West Virginia Geo logical and Economic Survey� Report 
of Archeo logical Investigation No . 3 .  Morgantown . 

Carroll, William B .  
1983 Commi t tees and Point Type Cla s sification : A Reply to Hes ter . 

Coe, Jo ffre L .  
1964 

Crawfo rd, D .  D .  

La Tierra 10(3) :43. 

The Format ive Cultures o f  the Carol ina Piedmont . Transactions of 
the American Philo sophica l  Socie ty� N . S .  Vo l .  54, Part 5 .  

1965 The Granite B each Sit e, Llano County, Texas. Bu l letin of the Texas 
Archeo logical Society 36:71-97 . 

Dibble, David S .  and Dessamae Lorrain 
1968 Bonfire Shelter : A S trat ified B ison Kill S it e, Val Verde County, 

Texas . Texas Memoria l Museum� Misce l laneous Papers No . 1 .  Austin . 

Hester, Thomas R .  
1971 Archeo logical Inves t igat ions at  the La Ji ta S it e, Uvalde County, 

Texas . Bu l le tin of the Texas Archeo logica l Society 42:51-148 . 

Johnson, LeRoy, Jr . 
1964 The Devil ' s  Mouth S i te, A S trat i f ied Campsite at  Amistad Res ervoir . 

Department of Anthropo logy� The Univers ity of Texas, Archaeo logy 
Series No . 6 .  

1967 Toward A S tatistical Overview o f  the Archaic Cul tures of C entral and 
Southwest Texas . Texas Memoria l MUseum Bu l letin 12. 



Prewitt , Elton R .  
1 98 1  Cultural Chronology in Central Texas . Bul letin of the Texas 

Archeologica l Society 52:65-8 9 . 

1 983 Andice: An Early Archaic Dar t  Point Type . La Tierra 1 0(3) : 1 -6 .  

S ellards , E .  H .  
1 940 Pleistoc ene Ar t ifacts  and As soc iated Fo ss ils from Bee County , Texas . 

Bul letin of the Geo logical Society of America 5 1 : 162 7 - 16 5 7 . 

Sha f er , Harry J .  
1 963 Test Excavat ions at the Youngspor t  S ite : A Stratif ied T errace S it e  

in Bell County , Texas . Bul letin of the Texas Archeo logical Society 
34:57-8 1 . 

Sollb erger , J .  B .  and T .  R .  Hes ter 
1 9 7 2  The S trohacker S ite : A Review o f  Pre-Archaic Manifestat ions in 

T exas . Plains Anthropo logist 1 7(58 ) Pt . 1 : 326-344 . 

Sorr ow , William M .  
1 96 7  The Devil's Mouth S ite , the Third S eason-1 96 7 . Papers o f  the Texas 

Archeo logical Salvage Project, No . 1 4 . Aus t in .  

Sorrow , Will iam M . , Harry J .  Shaf er , and Richard E .  Ro ss 
1 96 7  Excava tions a t  S t illhouse Hol low Res ervo ir . Papers of the Texas 

Archeo logical Sa lvage Project, No . 1 1 . Aus t in .  

Suhrn ,  Dee Ann and Edward B .  Jelks 
1 96 2  Handbook o f  Texas Archeology : Type Descr iptions . Texas Memorial 

Museum, Bul l etin No . 4, and Texas Archeo logical Society Special 
Publication No . 1. 

Weir , Frank A .  
1 9 76a 

1 9 76b 

The Central Texas Archaic . Unpubl ished Doc toral Dissertation , 
Washington S ta te Univer s ity , Depar tment o f  Anthropo logy , Pullman . 

The Central Texas Archaic Reconsider ed . In :  The Texas Archaic : A 
Symposium .  Edited by Thomas R .  Hester. Center for Archaeo logica l 
Research, The University of Texas at San Antonio, Special Report 2. 

1 9 7 9  Gr eenhaw: An Archaic Site  in Central Texas . Bul letin of the Texas 
Archeo logical Society 50:5-6 7. 

Wesolowsky , 
1 9 76 

Al B . , T .  R .  Hester , and D .  R .  Brown 
Archeological Investiga t ions at the Jetta Cour t  S it e  (41 TV 1 5 1 ) , 
Travis County , Texas . Bul letin of the Texas Archeo logical Society 
4 7 : 25-88 . 

Word , James H .  and Charles L .  Douglas 
1 9 7 0  Excavat ions at Baker Cave , Val Verde County , Texas . Texas Memoria l 

MUseum Bul letin No . 16 . Aust in. 

9 



10 

THE BARBER PALEO-INDIAN POINT 

Thoma s C. Kelly 

INTRODUCTION 

The classificat ion st ud ies of Plainview and Golondrina point types (Kelly 
1982) oc ca s ionally produced a third lanceolate point similar to both. It ha s the 
deep ba sal concavity of Golondrina points, but rather than the flaring recurved 
ba sal ed ges, ha s edges that contract slightly more than Plainview point s. 

The Byron Ba rber Collect ion from Gillespie County (ms in preparat ion) and the 
Wil son-Leona rd Sit e in Will iamson County p rovided enough point s to suggest a new 
p oint type, the Barber point. They are found in good stratigraphic context at Wilson
Leonard below ext ens ive Angostura levels, and Frank Weir of the Texas State Department 
of Highways and Pub l ic Transportat ion has graciously permitted their use in this paper. 

Point s from the Byron Barber Collect ion and f rom the Wilson-Leona rd Site are 
illus t rated actual s iz e  in F igures 1 and 2. The at tributes measured and their five
lett ered abbreviat ions (used in computer coding) are shown in F igure 3, "Clas s ifica
t ion Form for Barber, Golondrina, and Plainview Point s . " An index number is d erived 
for each point stud ied by following the key provid ed. The data for all Barber points 
is d isplayed in Table 1, "Data Summary, Barber Points." Tables 2 and 3 are the 
summaries of Plainview and Golondrina "t ype-site" point s t o  provide comparis ons and 
illustrate clas s if ication of the three point types. (Plainview data is from Knudson 
1983; Golondrina data from Kelly 1982.) These tables are the "type-d ec ks" to which 
all other specimens of the three types will be compared in our cont inuing computer
a s s isted analysis of Texa s Paleo-Ind ian points. 

Meanwhile, a s imple graph (F igure 4, A) of these type-s ite indices, seems to 
work quite well as a clas sif icat ion tool without resort ing to expens ive computer 
p rograms. Plot a point's index value on t his graph and it is not only cla s s if ied as 
t o  type, but the d is tanc e of it s plot from the average value for that type ind icates 
how c lose the sp ecimen is t o  the "ideal" p oint of that type. 

F igure 4, B shows the Plainview and Golondrina ind ices augmented by our present 
t otal data on those two types. The Barber ind ices will undoubtedly show greater 
variance as more data is accumulated. 

ATTRIBUTES OF BARBER POINTS 

(All measurements except TYPFL and BTHIN are in mill imet ers) 

LNGTH (length) : Barber is a long lanceolat e  point with a mean of 73, compared with 
Plainview 65, and Golondrina 63. 

THICK (t hickness) : Barber is one of the thickest Paleo-Ind ian point s with a mean of 
7.6, compared to Plainview 6, and Golondrina 6.6. Experimental knapp ing 
sugg ests  t ha t  this thickness is neces sary so that the long tang s will have 
suf f ic ient streng th t o  survive hard usage. 

GRNED (basal edg e g rinding) : All f inished points have ground basal edges and ground 
basal concavit ies. The Wils on-Leonard point (Figure 2, C) was broken while 
shap ing the point t ip and discarded without further work or use. Grinding is 
log ically the last step in Paleo-Indian point manufacture ,  and this is the 
only Barber point so far found wit hout g round edg es. Mean length of the 
short est g round edg e (log ically the max imum ext ent of bind ing) is 26.5, com
pared t o  Plainview 32, and Golondrina 23.5. These measurements suggest 
d if f erent haf t ing methods. 



TYPFL ( type of flaking) : Barber points cons istently have Type 1 ( horizontal 
parallel flaking) , but dif fer from Plainview po ints with the same type 
flaking in that the flaking leaves wider scars and is usually roughly or 
carelessly done . The Plainview point makers were more int erested in "s tyle , "  
according to Knudson ( 1 983) . Go londrina points show even less ves t iges of 
" s tyle" than Barber, with generally irregular flaking (Type 3 ) .  

BTHIN ( basal thinning) : Barber base thinning scars are very irregular , varying from 
long narrow parallel , l ike Plainview, to short luna te like Golondrina . R .  E .  
Forrester , Jr . ,  o f  F t . Worth , has submit ted two specimens thinned by removal 
o f  large flakes or flutes from both s ides . They would pass for C lovis were 
it no t for the ir d eep basal concavit ies. There seems to have been no cul tural 
template for base thinning o f  Barber points . 

WIDTH : Barber mean width is 30 . 8 ,  compared t� Plainview 22 . 7, and Go londrina 2 7 . 2. 
It  is widest near the c enter of the po int ' s  leng th and would cut a hole in 
game wide enough for easy entry o f  the haf ted foreshaft . 

HDIST (haft d is tal measure) : The Barber mean is 2 7 . 1  compared to Plainview 23 , and 
Go londrina 27 . The comparison o f  this measurement with WIDTH , HPROX , and 
BACON roughly describes the po int ' s  outline . This is the basis o f  our 
clas s if icat ion system .  

HPROX ( haft proximal measure) : The Barber mean i s  24 . 9  compared t o  Plainview 2 2 . 6 ,  
and Go londrina 27 . This is the s ingl e  mo st discriminat ing attribute that 
separates Barber and Go londrina p o int s . 

BACON (basal concavity) : The Barber points have the deepest basal concavities o f  
any Texas Paleo-Ind ian point . The mean is 8.8 compared to Go londrina 6 . 4 ,  
and Plainview 2 . 3 .  The concavity is recurved or bell-shaped in mos t  specimens . 
Replicative experiments indica te this recurve is neces sary for tho se po ints 
with extremely deep concavit ies (up to 1 2  mm) to strengthen the long tangs. 
These tang s  break eas ily in manufac ture and are frag ile enough to require 
spec ial handling in use . This may also account for one tang being shor ter 
than the o ther in some specimens , a f eature also not ed in Be len po ints by 
Judge ( 1 9 7 3 )  and in Vai l po ints by Gramly ( 1 98 2 ) .  

MATERIAL 

Barber points are made only o f  non-exo tic but generally high quality Edwards 
Plateau cher t . In this respec t ,  they are closer to Golondrina than to Plainview . 
The lat t er are usually o f  exo t ic ma terial s f rom the type-s ite (Knudson 1 983)  and 
even in South Texas Plainview materials are either exot ic or selec ted with great 
care (Kelly 1 98 3 ) . 

The Wilson-Leonard specimens are o f  the darker ( lower) Georgetown chert (Wayne 
Young , personal communicat ion) . The Barb er Collec t ion points are of buff to orange
y ellow "Hill Country" chert . 

R .  E .  Forrester Barber points from Hamil ton County are o f  semi-translucent tan 
c her t and white chert . 

DI STRIBUTION 

The number of Barber point s ites so far known is hardly adequate to es tablish 
good distributional data . The excavated sites are Wilson-Leonard in Williamson 
County and S t. Mary 's Hall in B exar County (Hester 1 97 8 ) . Surface s ites are the 
four G illespie County s ites o f  the Byron B arber Collection and two s ites in Hamilton 
County of the R. E .  Forres ter , Jr . Collec t ion . 

11 



12 

r r 

A B c 

D E 

F igure 1. Barber Point s . Byron Barber Col le c t ion . (Illus tra t ions by Margie Greco . )  
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F igure 2. Barber Points . Wilson-Leonard S ite . Courtesy o f  Frank Weir , Texas S tate 
Department o f  H ighways and Public Transportat ion . ( I llus trations by 
Margie Grec o . )  

13 



14 

IDENT : 

LNGTH : 

GRNED : 

KEY TO CLASS IFICATION FORM AND CLAS SIFICATION INDI CES 

Po int ident ification . Example : Barber DE2A 

Al l mea surements are in millimeter s . Resharpened or broken po ints 
will be bracketed so data will no t be used in establishing means 
or ranges . 

Merely measure the leng th o f  the shortest ground edge . This data 
is us eful in determining haf t ing methods . 

TYPFL : Paleo-Ind ian po int s  usually have hor izontal parallel , obl ique 
parallel , or irregular flaking : Type 1 ,  Type 2 or Type 3 
r es pec tively . 

BTHIN : The type of base thinning employed is usually charac teris t ic of a 
given po int type . Type 1 ,  long narrow parallel flake scars are 
Plainview attributes . Type 2, short luna te scars are Go londrina 
a t tributes . Type 3, irr egular flake scars are generally T exas 
Angostura or Barber at tributes . 

WIDTH : Wid t h is measured at  the widest  po int mo re than 20 rnrn above the 
bas e . This measurement del iberately ignores the fact that the 
widest  po int on Go londrina po ints is usually at the base . 

HDIST : The haf t distal measurement is taken arb itrar ily a t  a dis tance of 
10 rnrn above the bas e . This a t tribute is one o f  the mo s t  s ignifi
cant measurements for the clas sifica t ion of Paleo-Ind ian po int s .  

HPROX : The haf t  proximal measurement is the base width for straight based 
po ints .  For flared base po int s  l ike Go londrina, it  is the widest 
par t of the flare . For contrac t ing base po ints (Barber and Plain
view) it is measured slightly above the base where the angle  
b eg ins rapid change to fo rm the bas e .  

HDI ST ( - )  HPROX : Algebraic sub trac tion o f  the haf t proximal width from the haft 
d i s tal width . The minus s ign that would result in case of 
Go londrina po ints with HPROX larger than HDIST , is carr ied 
through to the f ina l index number . 

WIDTH (-) HPROX : Again , the subtrac t ion is algebraic . Wherever a ( -) occur s , it  
goes to the index number . 

SUB-TOTAL : 

X BACON : 

INDEX : 

The non-algebraic sum o f  the two above calcula t ions . 

The dep th of the basal concavity is entered , and mul t ipl ied by 
the sub-to tal to produce : 

The index number for the po int . (Don ' t  forget to place the minus 
( -) s ign) . 

Locate your index numb er on Figure 6 , A to compare your po int to 
the " pure" type-site  ind ices and again on Figure 6 , B ,  which is 
the accumula t ion o f  all Plainview and Go londrina po int ind ices to 
date . You have classif ied your po int automat ically and i t s  dis
tanc e from the mean of that classifica tion tells you how nearly 
your po int comes to the " ideal" po int o f  tha t type . 



CLASSIFICATION FORM 

BARBER, GOLONDRINA AND PLAINVIEW POINTS 

IDENT BARBER DE2A 

ATTRIBUTE 

LNGTH 

THICK 

GRNED 

TYPFL 

BTHIN 

WIDTH 

HDIST 

HPROX 

HDIST (-) HPROX 

WIDTH (-) HPROX 

SUB-TOTAL 

X BACON 

INDEX 

CLASSIFICATION 

BTHIN-+-��� 

79 
8 

32 
1 

2 
29 
2 7  
2 5  

2 
4 
6 

12 
72 

BARBER 

Drawing, provenience, material, etc. 

TYPFL 

GRNED 

Figure 3. Classification Form, Barber, Golondrina and Plainviehl Points. (See Key to 

Classification Form and Classification Indices. ) 
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DATA SUMMARY 

IDENT 

ATTRIBUTE 
LNGTH (50) ( 4 7 )  ( 60) ( 4 0) 
THICK 8 8 8 6 
GRNED 3 1  30 2 1  2 5  
TYPFL 1 1 1 1 1 
BTHIN 2 3 3 3 3 
WIDTH 34 36 32 29 26 
HDI ST 2 9  3 2  2 7  2 5  28 24 
HPROX 2 7  3 0  2 5  2 2  25  2 3  
HDI ST ( -) HPROX 2 2 2 3 3 1 
WIDTH ( -) HPROX 7 6 7 4 4 3 
TOTAL 9 8 9 1 1  7 7 4 
X BACON 1 1  7 1 1  1 2  6 6 9 7 
INDEX 9 9  56 9 9  7 2  6 6  4 2  6 3  28 
CLAS SIFICATION 

A B C D E A B C D 
Figure 1 . Figure 2. 

Table 1. Data Summary , Barber P o ints and Two A Z Zen Point s . 

(8 1 )  
6 

27 23 
2 2 
3 3 

28 28 
25  24 
24 2 3  

1 1 
4 5 
5 6 
6 6 

30 36  
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DATA SUMMARY 

IDENT 

ATTRIBUTE 
LNGTH 71 53 51 67 74 74 
THICK 6 6 5 5 6 7 7 7 5 
GRNED 30 28 2 2  21 29 29 34 36 ( ) 
TYPFL 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
BTHIN 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 
WIDTH 2 2  2 5  25  23 25 24 24 24 24 2 4  
HDIST 2 2  2 5  2 4  2 2  2 5  2 4  2 4  2 4  24 23 
HPROX 2 2  2 4  23 2 2  24 24 23 23 23 2 2  
HDIST (-) HPROX 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 1 
WIDTH (-) HPROX 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 1 2 
TOTAL 0 2 3 1 2 0 2 2 2 3 
X BACON 4 3 2 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 
INDEX 4 6 1 6 4 4 6 
CLASS IFICATION 

Table 2 .  Data Summary , Plainview Po ints ( Knudson 1 983) . 
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DATA SUMMARY 

IDENT 

ATTRIBUTE 
LNGTH 8 0  61 ( 58 57  75  6 7  60  ( ( 6 2  
THICK 8 6 7 5 7 ( ) 7 6 6 8 6 
GRNED 18 2 6  25 25  28 26  21 23 26 24 2 1  2 3  
TYPFL 3 3 3 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 
BTHIN 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 
WIDTH 2 6  2 3  28 3 1  2 3  3 0  2 4  2 6  2 9  2 7  2 7  2 5  3 0  
HDIST 23 2 2  26  27 21  28 22 24 26 24 25 24 29 
HPROX 2 7  2 3  2 7  29 2 9  2 2  29 23 28 28 2 7  2 7  2 6  3 1  
HDIST (-) -4 - 1  - 1  - 2  - 2  - 1  - 1  - 1  -4 -2  -3 -2 -2 -2 
WIDTH -1 0 1 - 1  2 1 0 1 1 -2 1 0 0 - 1  - 1  
TOTAL -5 -1 -2  -3 -4 -2 -2 -2  -2 -6 . -3 -3 - 2  - 3  - 3  
X BACON 5 7 8 8 7 6 7 7 5 5 6 6 6 6 7 
INDEX -25  -7 - 1 6  -24 -28 -12 - 1 4  - 1 4  -10 -30 - 18 -18 - 1 2  -18 -21  
CLAS SIFICATION 

Table 3 .  Data Summary , Go Zondrina Points (Kelly 1 98 2 ) . 



INDICES OF TYPE SITE PLAINVIEW, GOLONDRINA, AND BARBER POINTS 

A. 
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Figure 4. A. Indices of "Type Site" Barber, P"lainview and Go"lond.rina Points. 
B. Indices of Barber Points and Augmented P"lainview and Go"londrina Points. 
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F ig ure 5 .  D ist r ib ut ion of Barber Po ints. 



Their limited distribution (see Figure 5) would suggest that they are a 
localized Edwards Plateau development. The sites are close enough together to have 
been the product of a single band or family unit (in terms of territorial range). 

Farther afield, Allen points from the Jimmy Allen site in Wyoming (Frison 
1978) closely resemble Barber, and data from two are included in the last columns 
of Table 1, "Data Summary, Barber and Two Allen Points." 

Two points from the R. E. Forrester Collection, tentatively (shakily?) class
ified as Barber, are either fluted on both faces, or the removal of one or two large 
basal thinning flakes certainly looks like fluting. They make a most interesting 
comparison with the Vail fluted points of Maine (Gramly 1982) and points from the 
Debert Site in Nova Scotia (MacDonald 1968). Data on 29 Vail points provide a stri
king statistical comparison with Barber points. They suggest either common ancestry 
or the independant evolution of the same point morphology. They will be further 
discussed in this paper. 

DATING 

Barber points from the Wilson-Leonard Site are being found in good stratigra
phic context in the Plainview levels and below extensive Angostura levels (Frank 
Weir, Wayne Young, personal communications). At St. Mary's Hall in San Antonio, a 
Barber point (mislabeled Golondrina) was also found under Angostura levels and above 
the Plainview gravel beds and dated ca. 7000 B.C. (Hester 1978). 

A good seriation and dated sequence is expected from the Wilson-Leonard Site 
(Frank Weir, personal communication), the most important stratified Paleo-Indian site 
in modern Texas Archaeology. 

No close association is implied herein with either Allen or Vail points, but 
their respective radiocarbon dates are ca. 6000 B.C. (Frison 1978) and ca. 8000 or 
9000 B.C. (from the same carbon sample; Gramly 1982). 

Probably Barber points will fall into the 7000 to 8000 B.C. range--earlier 
than Angostura and either contemporary with or slightly later than Plainview. 

THEORETICAL HAFTING OF BARBER POINTS 

Frison (1978) has devoted a chapter to the functional aspects of the prehis
toric hunters' weapons and their use. His experimental thrusting of replicated 
points into bison and cow demonstrated the necessity for a hafting element designed 
to absorb the thrust necessary to penetrate large animals without splitting the 
shaft or letting the point slip sidewise. Penetration of the body cavity deeper 
than the point's length was also required to attain efficient killing. 

No Paleo-Indian points have yet been found hafted, but researchers have con
cluded that some of the earlier Paleo-Indian points (specifically Plainview) were 
hafted in enclosed bone foreshafts to permit survival of point and foreshaft elements 
under the stresses of penetration of the larger animals (Judge 1973; Knudson 1983). 

Theoretically the hafting of each Paleo-Indian point type and the correspond
ing hafting portion of the point were the result of successfully solving the problems 
of the whole weapons system (point, foreshaft, and shaft) within parameters dictated 
by the propulsion system. Thrusting or throwing a spear changed to the more sophisti
cated throwing with the atlatl. Size and toughness of the hunted animals and the 
materials available for weapons production would also be factors. (If a certain rib 
bone or bones of Eison antiquus were standard hafting material for Plainview points, 
the disappearance of that species would present such a problem.) 

As conditions changed with time or space, new points would evolve to meet the 
changed conditions. We should look �or the reasons for technological change and 
their cultural implications. 

What is the significance of the deep basal concavities of Barber points? 
Gramly (1982:26) ponders this same question about Vail points used by early caribou 
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hunters o f  the no rtheas tern United S tates and Nova S c o t ia ( the Deber t S ite ; MacDon
ald 1 9 68) . Gramly observed that Vai l  po int s ' mo s t  striking feature was their deep 
basal concavities and that "On the face o f  i t , deep bases seem to be a s tone knapper ' s  
whim . " 

An at tribute tha t eit her persis ted fu r several thousand years or was ind epen
dantly re-invented at widely separa ted times and places in A l len ,  Barber, Go londrina 
and Hardaway Da l ton ( Coe 1 9 64 ; Goodyear 1 982) points , for instanc e ,  could hardly have 
b een a " s tone knapper ' s  whim . "  Despite wide s epara tion in space and probably in 
t ime , Vai l points mus t  be compared to Barber po ints because o f  their striking morpho 
logical and technological s imilarit ies . Vai l  also is the only comparable po int with 
suff i c ient numb ers and exc ellent s tatis t ical data . 

Plac ing Barber po int drawings over pho tographs o f  Vai l  points on a l ight-table 
resul ts in a numb er o f  congruent f its , even to the occasional one tang shor ter than 
the o ther . B o th the r ecurved and occasional arc-shaped bases match . Concavity depths 
are id entical to less  than one s tandard deviat ion (Barber 6 to 1 2  with a mean o f  8 . 8 ;  
Vai l  5 . 5  to 1 2  with a mean o f  8 . 6 ) and would be even closer were it  no t for rounding 
o f f  measuremen ts to the closest  millime ter (on the as sump tion that the knapper ' s  
cul tural template o f  the ideal po int was no c lo ser than one mil l imeter) . 

Wide , roughly executed horizontal f lake scars are common to b o th . The new 
index classification system yields numbers in the same range , leaving only fluting 
no t common to both types . Two points in the R .  E .  Forres t er Collec t ion and t enta
t ively c la s s i f ied as Barber would be at home in the Vai l col lec t ion excep t  for dif
f erence in the l ithic materials . 

One po s s ible  haft ing method for Barber points is illustra ted in Figure 6 .  This 
conf igurat ion was selected by tr ial and error and appears qu ite workable . Enclo sed 
foreshafts  were no t considered feasible because the long tangs would break f rom impac t 
pres sure again s t  the haf t  edges . Neither would the tangs or deep basal concavi ties 
s erve any func t ional purpo s e . As illus tra t ed , wood or antl er foreshafts would have 
to have the noc k* shaped to fit  the po int ' s  basal concavity in order to spread impact 
s hoc k over the foresha f t  and b ind ing . The long tangs bearing t ightly against  the 
s ides  o f  the foreshaft  also provide high resis tance to s tress appl ied at angles to 
the d i s tal blade edges . Fr i son ( 1 978)  has no ted such s trength as being a h ighly 
desirabl e  f ea ture for impac t ing against an animal which would occur when it was run
ning , and even agains t curved ribs when st ruck a t  r ight angles . Points shif t ing 
s ideways in their haf t s  will r ic ochet and no t penetra te suf f ic iently . 

The propo s ed point-haft combina tion also ovetcomes a weakness Frison no tes in 
s ec ondary uses l ike f ield butchering . His ar gument is tha t when bound securely 
enough to withstand the greater butcher ing st resses , the ha f t-po int unit becomes too 
bulky to p ermit the deep penetrat ion required for effic ient kil l ing . Barber, Vai l, 
A l len, Hardaway Dal ton (Coe 1 964 ; Goodyear 1 9 8 2) and o ther points with deep basal 
c oncavities , when so hafted , present clean bal l is t ic conf igurat ions and should serve 
e f f ic iently a s  handy f ield tools . 

A s imilar haft ing study of Go londrina points (Kelly 1 98 2 )  also with deep basal 
c oncavi ties but with out-flaring and heavily ground tangs , indicated poor penetrat ion 
for large , tough animals but considerab le success as a butcher ing tool . The cultural 
impl ica t ions we re that i t s  users hunted smaller game than the well document ed 

* NOCK - Funk and Wagnal l ' s  Standard De sk Dictionary ( 1 980) : " I . The notch for the 
bows tring in the end of an arrow . 2 .  The no tch in the horn of a bow for s ecur ing 
the bow s t r ing . "  Nock is a word that should become s tandard in archaeo logy : NOCK : 
The slot  in a foreshaft  or shaft  for ins e

-
r t ing a spear , dart or arrow po int . 

"Clo thesp in" is descriptive but awkward ; "S plit  s t ick" is a complete misnomer . 
Both the archaeological record and laboratory haf t ing experiments ind icate  the 
nec e s s ity of sawing the nock to keep it from split ting and to insure sat isfac tory 
s trength . 
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F igure 6 .  Theoret ical Haft ing of Barber Points . ( I llustrat ions by Ken Brown . )  
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Plainview b ison hunte rs t hat p receded t hem ( D ibble and Lo rra in 1 9 6 4 ; Knudson 1 98 3 ) . 
It is a l ittle ea rl y  fo r cultu ral im pl icat ions of Barber po ints , but t he y  w ill be 
fo rt hcom ing w hen wea r patte rn stud ies a re made and poss ible faunal assoc iat ions a re 
found at W ilson -Leona rd . 

T he f ragmenta r y  Barber po int (F igu r e  2 , D) su p po rts ou r haft ing t heo ry .  It has 
been ca refull y mod if ied into a f ine -toot hed saw a bo ve t he edge g r ind ing . It is 
natu rall y of t he co rrect t h ic kness to saw t he com ple x noc k fo r Barber fo res hafts . 
T h is needs to be re pl icated and tested . T hree e xam ples of Paleo -Ind ian saws l ike 
it a re conta ined in t he C .  D .  Orc ha rd Collect ion of Paleo -Ind ian mate r ials ( p resentl y 

unde r stud y ) . 
T he long tangs also se rve as ba rbs and as G raml y ( 1 9 8 2 : 26)  o bse rved fo r Vail 

po ints , would be ve ry d iff icult to e xt ract f rom a ca rcass . P ro ba bl y ,  hung ry Paleo
Ind ian hunte rs we re mo re inte rested in p roduc ing dead an imals t han in t he d iff icult y 
of e xt ract ing t he ir po ints . Suc h po int -fo res haft un its would cont inue to infl ict 
te rr ible damage inte rnall y as long as t he an imal moved . If t he s haft sta yed attac hed , 
t h is wound ing would be even wo rse beca use of leve rage and poss ibl y  im pact w it h  brus h 
o r  t rees . 

Barber po ints ma y re p resent a ve ry ea rl y a p pea rance of t he ba rbed po ints t hat 
a re so common in ou r Arc ha ic assem blages . 

C ONC LU S ION S 

The necessa r il y  l im ited scope of t h is pa pe r , t he small but g row ing Paleo -po int 
data ban k ,  and so fa r s kim p y  e xpe r iments in t he re pl icat ion and test ing of com plete 
wea pons s ystems ( po int , fo res haft , s haft and met hod of p ro puls ion ) in h ib it furt he r  
d iscuss ion o f  cultu ral im pl icat ions t hat it ma y be poss ible to de r ive f rom fu rt he r  
stud ies of Paleo -Ind ian po int t ypes . We ma y be a ble to dete rm ine t he Paleo -po int 
develo pmental se quence ( itself not qu ite resol ved yet ) and how t he va r ious wea pons 
s ystems e vol ved : t hrust ing , throw ing , advanced t hrow ing w it h  t he atlatl . 

T he c hallenge is t he re , and you r Paleo -Ind ian po int data w ill hel p sol ve it . 
Please fo rwa rd re po rt fo rms on you r Paleo -Ind ian po ints to: T he Cente r fo r Arc haeo
log ical Resea rc h ,  T he Un ive rs it y  of Te xas at San Anton io , 7 8 285 . 
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ABSTRACT 

TWO LATE PALEOLITHIC TOOLS FROM COLETO CREEK , 
VICTORIA COUNTY , SOUTHERN TEXAS 

Richard L .  McReynolds 

Th is note documen ts two tools of Early Man which were recovered f rom a road 
cut s i t e  along Coleto Creek in Victoria County in southern Texas . Both artifacts 
appear to be of Late Paleolithic origin . 

INTRODUCTION 

Recently , it is b ecoming more evident that the Texas Gulf Coast is a r ich 
repo s i tory of Early Man artifacts , where previously it had been thought tha t this 
area was largely vacant during Paleo-Ind ian times . A number of reports in this 
j ournal have documented the presenc e of Early Man in the area (S chmiedlin 1 9 7 5 ; 
B irmingham and Mitchell 1 9 7 8 ; Fox , Schmiedlin and Mitchell 1 9 7 8 ; Hes ter , S chmiedlin 
and Birmingham 1 9 7 8 ; B irmingham 1 98 0 ;  Hemion 1 9 80 ; McReynolds 1 98 1 ; Kelly 1 9 82 ; 
Chandler 1 98 2 , 1 983) ; the data have been s ummariz ed by Hes ter ( 1 980) . Add itional 
data can be useful in furthering our unders tanding of Paleo-Ind ians in the Texas 
Gul f Coa s t  area . 

THE SITE 

The two artifacts reported here were found on a s ite on the Vic toria County 
s ide of Cole to Creek ( see F igure 1 ) . They were exposed as surface spec imens through 

F igure 1 .  Map of sou thern Texas showing Victo ria County ( darkened area) . 



road cut t ing and subs equent eros ion . Access to a commercial qual ity of sand wa s 
requ ired and apparently the sho r t e s t  route to it bisec t ed an anc ien t camp s i t e  on 
the north bank of Coleto Creek . B en McReynolds f ound both artifacts in the ero
s ional gullies o f  this road bed . 

Although the road cut expo ses only a l imited area of the camp s i t e , it is 
evident that the s i te abound s w i th fl int deb itage . Fl int from the lower port ions 
of the s ite is heavily pa tina ted . 

THE ART IFACTS 

One artifact is a complet ely patinated dart p o int or kni f e  ( s ee F igure 2 ,  
S pec imen 1 ,  a&b) which was po s s ibly resharp ened wh ile s t ill ha f t ed . One edge is 
ground for a length o f  1 7  mm . The o p po s i te edge is now mea surab le for 1 7  mm but 
may have ext ended to as much as 19 rom .  This var iance is a resul t of the f rac tured 
basal corne r ,  wh ich appears to have b e en broken some t ime af ter comp l e t ion . 

Kelly ( 1 98 3 )  suggests tha t the extent of lat eral edge g r inding t ermina tes at 
the po int of resharpening , where it is as sumed the haft ing also terminated . On this 
s pecimen , the length of the ha f t ed area is presently less than one-third the l ength 
of the blad e . This ratio was even greater b e fore resharp ening o c curred . 

Basal thinning was wel l  accomp l i shed through the removal of long narrow ver
t ical flakes . This does no t ap pear to be fluting , but rather simply basal thinning . 

Following Kelly ' s  clas s if ication crit eria for d if feren t ia t ing between Plain
view and Go londrina Paleo-Ind ian points ( s ee Kelly 1 9 82) , the a t t ribute mea suremen t s  
f o r  t h i s  s p e c imen a r e  a s  follows : 

A t t r ibute rom 

L eng th 60 
Thicknes s  8 
GRED 1 7  - 1 9* 
BCON 2 - 4 *  
Width 2 2 . 5  
HDIST 2 1 . 5  
HPROX 2 1  - 2 2 *  
HDI ST-HPROX 0 . 5  
Wid th-HPROX 1 . 5 
To tal 2 . 0 
TYFL 2 
BThin 1 

* Measurements are f rom ac tual to e s t ima t ed o r iginal s i z e . 

The miss ing base co rner is a factor in determining some measurement s ,  but no t 
b eyond the scope of c la s s i f ication . The predominance of ind icators fall within the 
Plainview parame t er s ; however ,  many o f  the chara c t er i s t ics are common to both types 
while o ther mea surement s  s e em incons i s t ent . If haft ing leng th is ind icated by the 
po int a t  wh ich resharp ening b egan and thus relative to lateral edge gr inding , then 
it i s  inconsis tent with typical P lainview ratio s . The al terna t e  po s s ib il ity exis ts 
that af ter b reakage , the blade was removed and advanced in the foreshaft or socket , 
and then r ebound . Resharpen ing could be accompli shed b e fore or a f t er the reb inding . 
In add it ion , the oblique flake scars , al though l imi ted , are not typical of P lainview 
chara c t er i s t ic s  but are more l ike the typical Angostura . 

2 7  

The s econd ar t i f act ( s ee Figure 2 ,  S p ec imen 2 ,  a through c) i s  a fully grooved 
arti fac t of unde termined func t ion . It is somewha t ellipt ical in shape and made fr om 
a har d ,  f ine-gra ined s tone . It weighs 1 0 1 . 5  grams . Max imum leng th is 4 9  mm ,  max i
mum width 4 0  mm, and maximum thickness i s  33 mm . The groove is V-shaped and ex tends 
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F igure 2 .  Paleo l ithic tools from Coleto Creek , V ic to r ia County ,  T exa s . 
a ,  b :  Specimen 1 ( see t ext) ; c ,  d ,  e :  Specimen 2 ,  grooved art ifact . 



around the long axis and wid th . The wid th of the groove var ies from 2 to 3 mm and 
depth f rom 1 . 5 to 2 . 5  mm except a t  one end of the long axis where it has been some
what flattened from pecking action . Here the groove is expanded to 4 . 5 mm and depth 
less ened to 1 mm . The pecked end is no t necessarily the resul t o f  a later func t ion . 
The groove , though shallow , is , for the mo s t  par t , unobliterated . Under magnifica
tion , the groove appears to have b een accompl ished through controlled pecking and 
f ini shed by abras ion .  Small black specks along the edge of the groove may be asphal t 
o r  some o ther adhes ive . 

Wat t ,  in his s tudy of · "Waco S inkers , "  includes artifacts s imilar to this one 
as his Type IIA, but does no t consider it to be a "Waco S inker " (Watt 1 935) . He 
reports that about two percent of the s inker types s tud ied for his report to be o f  
this form . I t  is a widely scat tered form and seems to be the dominant type reported 
from o ther par ts of the s tate . Watt no tes tha t. this form is o f ten found with dark 
s tains in the groove suggesting an adhe s ive agent . 

Wat t  considers the grooved art ifac t to be probably o f  Paleolithic (Wiscons in , 
late Pleistoc ene) age (Wa tt 1 9 35) , and the dar t point or knife has been fa irly well 
es tabl ished as being Paleo-Indian . Rec ently , Frank Weir , of the Texas Depar tment of 
Public Transportat ion archaeolog ical program , repo rted that both these types of 
artifacts were found in comparable levels at the Wilson-Leonard s ite now being exca
vated above Aus t in ,  Texas ( presentat ion to the 1 98 3  Texas Archeological Soc iety 
F ield School) . Thus , we may as sume with some conf idence that both o f  these Coleta 
Creek specimens are Paleo-Indian tools . 
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ABSTRACT 

PRELIMINARY NOTES ON A 
CLOVIS POINT ASSOCIATED WITH ��OTH TUSK FRAGMENTS 

IN HOCKLEY COUNTY, TEXAS 

Wayne Parker 

This is a preliminary report on a complete Clovis po int and mammo th tusk 
fragments ind icating a pos s ible early Paleo-Ind ian mammo th kill si te on the Llano 
Est acado in Hockley County, Texas . 

INTRODUCTION 

On May 7, 1 98 3 , Richard Walter o f  Lubbo ck, Texas dis covered a complete Clovis 

point assoc iated with broken mammo th tusk fragments in Hockley County in Wes t Texas 
( s ee Figure 1 ) . Richard is an ac tive member of the South Plains Archeological 
Soc iety, based at The Mus eum, Texas Tech University, and a personal fr iend of the 
wr iter. 
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The discovery of a Clovis point under condit ions sugges t ing direct association 
with extinc t mammoth rema ins promp ted the invitation of several well-known archaeolo
gists and geologists to visit the s ite. Those who responded were : Dr . William Mayer
Oakes, Department of Anthropology, Texas Tech University ; Dr . E ileen Johnson, Lubbock 
Lake Landmark, Texas Tech Univers ity; Dr. Vance Holl iday, Research Associate, Texas 
Tech University ; Dennis Stanford, Department of Anthropology, Smithsonian Ins t itute, 
Washington, D. C. ; and Vance Haynes, Department of Anthropology, University of 
Ar izona. 

These preliminary inves t igat ions by archaeologists and Richard Wal ter were a 
coordinated effort between profess ionals and an amateur to ob tain as much data as 
po s s ible about the early Clovis culture and a presumed mammoth kill. The exploratory 
inves t igations have es tabl ished the po s s ibil ity of human as soc iat ion with an extinc t 
elephant and the fea s ib il ity of controll ed excavat ion in the near future. 

THE SITE 

The Hockley County site (now des ignated as 4 1  HQ 1 by the Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory) is located some thirty miles southwest of the Lubbock Lake Site 
( 4 1  LU 1) in a sand dune format ion. The s ite has been in cultivat ion with eroding 

Figure 1 .  Map of Texas showing Hockley County ( darkened area) . 
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sand blows. A test core was made for soil and bone samples. Pre sumably, some of 
the mammo th remains are still in place below the sand-blown surface. Condit ions 
are favorable for recovering other Paleo-Indian artifacts f rom the site. Butcher ing 
tools  and o ther Clovis proj ec t ile points found in situ would certainly provide a 
better unders tanding of early man s ites on the Llano E s tacado. 

A Clovis proj ect ile point was sur face collected from the s ite. The specimen 
was pho tographed in the laboratory by Dr. Mayer-oakes of the Texas Tech Anthropology 
Department (s ee F igures 2 and 3) . The po int was coated with an ammonium chloride 
prec ipitate ( due f rom combining hydrochlor ic acid and ammonium hydroxide) in order 
to allow effec t ive pho tography of details of the flake scars and fluting pat terns. 

The Clovis proj ec t ile was fluted twice on one sur face and perhaps four t imes 
on the other surface. The obverse s ide has a long channel flute some 4 . 1  cm long 
and about 1 . 8 cm wide . A second flute was made from the s ide of the point which 
hinged out 2 . 1  cm across the po int. The reverse s ide appears to have four flutes. 
The channel flute from the base is 1 . 8 cm long. The second flute is 1 . 5  cm long, 
another flute is 2 . 1 cm and made from an angle of the edge of the proj ec t ile. A 
f ourth flute made from the s ide hinged at 1 . 4 cm across the po int. The concave base 
i s  about 2 mm deep. Width at mid-sect ion is 3 . 2  cm while the wid th at the base is 
2 . 9  cm giv ing a gently curved appea ranc e f rom t ip to base. The edges are sl ightly 
ground up both s ides ( 2 . 7  and 2 . 8  cm) from the base. The concave base is also 
slightly smoo thed. The thickest part of the proj ectile is approximately 6 mm. This 
Clovis proj ectil e  was fashioned from a purpl ish-maroon colored alibates with very 
heavy pat ina on both surfaces. 

DISCUSSION 

The Hockley County s it e  has great promise as a s ignif icant megafaunal kill 
and butcher ing sit e. Work at the Lubbock Lake s ite has demons trated that such 
s ites involved a number of act ivit ies. 

A late Pleistocene megafaunal processing stat ion is the maj or Clovis per iod 
at the Lubbock Lake s ite. Three types of ac t iv ity occurred in the proces s ing 
sta t ion : secondary butcher ing, marrow proc essing , and bone quarrying ( Johnson 
1 98 3 : 82) . We can ant ic ipate  that the Hoc kley County mammo th kill s it e  will produce 
butcher ing tools and methods similar to those ident if ied at the Lubbock Lake Land
mark. Such inf ormation could s ignif icantly improve our knowledge of that per iod. 

"This reg ion ' s  earl ies t conf irmed culture , the Clovis , is charac t erized by 
the use of larg e f luted points in hunt ing mammoths. The three best known Clovis 
s ites in the reg ion are : (a) The Clovis s ite in New Mex ico (Roosevelt County, Black
wa ter Local ity No. 1) ; ( 2 )  The Miami s ite in Texas (Roberts County) ; and (3) the 
Domebo s ite in Oklahoma ( Caddo County) " (Hughes and Willey 1 9 78 : 25) . However, such 
kill s ites are rare ( S ellards 1 9 52 ; Wormington 1 9 57 ; Leonhardy 1 9 66) although there 
have been a number of CZovis po int s recovered from surface s ites on the Llano Esta
cado. Some CZovis po ints were found by prehis tor ic Ind ian occupant s of the area and 
reworked into "more mod ern" lithic tools (Parker 1 97 5 , 1 98 0) . 

"The Pal eo-Ind ian period on the Southern High Plains (Llano Estacado) spans 
the t ime from about 1 1 , 5 00 to 8 , 000 years B.P. The period is subd ivided into Clovis, 
Fol som, and Plainview cultur es. Rema ins of these cultures are found in a var iety of 
g eolog ic set t ings that reflect an overall c l imate change that , in part, charac terizes 
the per iod. The C lovis period s ites in this reg ion have had ten rad iocarbon ages 
calculated. The age range is from about 1 1 , 500 to 1 1 , 000 years B.P. Clovis sites 
are a s soc iat ed with anc ient streams ,  spr ing s, and lake ba s ins" (Holliday, in Anony
mous 1 983 : 7 )  . 

The expected future excavat ion of the Hockley County site under the direct ion 
of Dr. Johnson and Dr. Holl iday from The Museum at Texas T ech Univer s ity should 
increa se our knowledge of ear ly Paleo-Ind ians of the Clovis culture and what might 
have happened on that day some 1 1 , 000 years B.P. 



Figur e 2 .  CLovis pro j ecti l e  poin t found in Hoc kl ey County, Texas . ( Obv ers e sid e) 
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Figur e 3. Clovis pro j ect il e  poi nt found i n  Ho c kl ey Count y, Texas. (Rev ers e  sid e) 
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SMRC NEWSLETTER 

At the suggest ion of Dr . Fel ix D .  Almaraz ,  Cha irman of the B exar County 
Histor ical Commission , cop ies of La Tierra were sent to the Southwestern Miss ion 
Research Center (Ar izona State Mus eum , The Univers ity of Ar izona) . Subsequently , 
we have establ ished an exchange agreement and wil l b e  receiving cop ies of the 
SMRC Newsletter in return for La Tierra . The Decemb er , 1 98 3  issue (Volume 1 7 ,  
No . 5 7 )  has been received and is now in t he STAA l ibrary . I t  conta ins a report of 
the 1 1 th annual Gran Qu ivira Con ference ,  a number of notes on event s and publica
t ions ( includ ing a r eport of the 1 s t  San Antonio Miss ions Research Conf erenc e ,  a 
paragraph on La Tierra and a not e  about STAA with the addre s s  o f  t he member ship 
cha irman) , a l ist ing of r ecent publicat ions of int er est , and a S panish-to-Engl ish 
Glos sary of mater ial culture terms . This 3 1 -page is sue is exceed ingly informa t ive 
and wort hwhile for anyone int erested in mis s ion research . I t  and succeed ing issues 
will be ava ilable for your use at  the STAA l ibrary ( UTSA - Center for Archaeologi
cal Researc h ,  Ar chaeo logy Lab) , at your convenience . 
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PALEO-INDIAN PROJECTILE POINTS FROM KENDALL COUNTY , TEXAS 

C .  K .  Chandle r 

Two Paleo-Ind ian project ile po ints f rom Kendall County , south central Texas , 
are reported . The se s pe c imens are sur face f ind s f rom a site on East  S i s ter Creek 
near S is terdale and we re found by Vale r ia Woolvin ( see F igure 1 ) . 

The two spec imens reported here were recove red from a plowed f ield conta ining 
four bu rned rock middens that are be ing d i s turbed by cul t ivation ac t ivitie s . The 
a r t ifac t s  may have been dis placed from one or the o ther o f  the burned ro ck middens , 
but there is no certa inty o f  this . Ot her po int type s recovered from this site are 
Pederna les , No lan , Marcos ,  Martindale , Monte l l , and La Jita . 

Spec imen a , a '  ( Figure 2 )  is a Clovis po int made of med ium gray good quality 
chert and is  fluted on bo th s ide s .  I t  is b iconvex in cross se c t ion and is heavily 
smoo the d ove r  all sur face s . The flute on one s ide is 8 mm wide and 3 7  mm long . The 
opposite flute is 1 0  mm wide and 30 mm long . Ar t i fac t  d imens ions ( in mil l ime ters) 
a re : 

Leng th 
Width 
Th ickne s s  
Base W idth 
Basal Concavity 

68 
25 . 4  

8 . 4 
1 6 . 8  

1 . 6 

It  is wide s t  j us t  above midsec t ion . Ex tent of lateral edge smoo thing canno t  be 
de termined be cause o f  the ove rall sur face smoo thing . This art ifac t appears to have 
been s tream-ro lled . 

S pec imen b ,  b '  ( F igure 2 )  is an Angostura po int made of light tan good qual ity 
chert . La teral edge s  a re ve ry l igh tly smoo thed . I t  is biconvex in cross sec t ion 
and is wide s t  j us t  above midse c t ion . Dimens ions are : 

Leng th 
Width 
Thickne s s  
Base W idth 
Basal Co ncavity 

5 7 . 6  
2 0 . 7  

6 . 3  
1 3  

1 . 6 

F igure 1 .  Map o f  Texas showing Kendall Co unty ( darke ne d area) . 



A A '  
o 3 

I I 
e m  

• 

B B '  

F ig ure 2 .  Paleo -In d ian P ro j ect ile Po ints f rom Ken dall Co unt y, So ut h  Cent ral Texas . 
A, A ', Clovis ; B ,  B ' ,  Angostura . ( Ill ust rat ion b y  Denn is Kne p pe r . )  
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Angos tura is probably the mo s t  common Paleo po int found in Texas , but  Clovis 
points are rarely found . Tho s e  r epor ted are generally isolated f inds . Hudgeons 
( 1 9 7 9 )  repo r t ed a Clovis basal fragment found near Cuero ; Carroll ( 1 978)  reported 
an obsidian C lovis po int from Val Verde County , and Chandler ( 1 982)  reported a red 
quar t z i t e  Clovis po int from San Patr ic io County . Watt and Agog ino ( 1 968) report 
Clovis po ints from a Hill County s ite no rth of Waco . 

The mo s t  rec ent report o f  Clovis po ints anywhere near the Kendall County speci
men repo rted here is by Shiner ( 1 983)  from excavat ions a t  Spring Lake in San Marco s .  
Clovi s , Plainview , Go londrina , and Angos tura are found there mixed with Archa ic types . 
Shiner also repo rts Plainview , Go londrina , and Angostura from the Byron Barber col
l ec t ion near Fredericksburg . 

Documenta t ion o f  the two Paleo points described in this art icle add s to the 
growing data on d i s t r ibut ion of these ma terials in Texas . 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Traces of Texas History : Archeo logical Evidence of the Past 450 

b y  Daniel E .  Fox . Corona Publishing Company ; San Anton io , 1 98 3 . 
pages plus index . Mul t iple maps & illust rat ions ; b ibliogra phy . 
(paper) , $22 . 00 (cloth) . 

Years 
398 

$ 1 2 . 9 5 

This is a book which should be in every High S c ho ol and University l ibrary 
in the stat e ,  as well as on the desk of every serious archaeolog ist (avocat ional 
and pro fessiona l al ike) . It is the mo st comprehen s ive look at histor ic archaeology 
in Texas yet published , and has j u st the r ight map s  and illustrat ions t o properly 
commun icate the obj ec t ive in each chapter . 

The f irst 1 6  pages d iscuss the history of archaeology in Texas , and it 
gives an exc ellent overview of the subj ect . Danny does this in an obj ect ive way , 
without referenc e to the per sonal it ies involved . Th is is both a strength and a 
weakness o f  the vo lume . We get the fac t s  of archa eolog ical efforts without 
delving into the varied per sonal perspect ives (archaeo logies) o f  each worker . We 
come away enr iched with informa t ion . 

Included in the second and subsequent chapters are a number of very 
exc ellent maps ( phys iographic r eg ions , Ind ian groups , s ites , etc . )  which meld 
the na rra t ive into a comprehen s ive stream of facts and data . Fox takes each maj or 
per iod in turn (The F irst Europeans ; Spanish Co lonial ; S ites of Mexican Texas , 
The Revolut ion , and the Republic ;  etc . )  and provides an overview , a map , and then 
det a il s  of appropr iat e  histor ic sit es . This systemat ic approach provides an ex
tremely c oherent framework for present ing an impres s ive amount of informat ion . In 
add ition , each sec t ion is well illus trat ed with drawings or photographs of s ites , 
art ifacts ,  and s tructures to fur ther clar ify the t ext . These thing s interact to 
create a highly readable , very comprehens ive book , which educates the reader in 
both Texas history and in histor ic archaeo logy . I know of no other t ext which 
summarizes so many of the histor ic sites of the stat e ,  from the state cap itol to 
early , remote ranch structures in support of the miss ion ranches . The book deserves 
wide public ity and extensive study . Danny Fox has obviously put in a hug e amount 
of work t o  insure a very high qual ity both in t erms of cont ent and st yle . He 
deserves our sincere thanks for this out stand ing book . 

L ike every book, however , there are some minor gl itches . The reduced s iz e  
of the maps makes some o f  them unreadab le without a magnify ing glass . F igure 3 . 1  
( p . 55) , for example , shows mult iple po s s ible routes f or de Vaca and Coronado which 
comes out so small and so compl ex as to be largely unint elligible . Fox d iscusses 
Cabeza de Vaca for f ive pages yet fails to mention the 1 980 TAS f ield school on 
Galves t on I s land in search of Mal Hado . Nor does he ment ion recent work by Campbell 
and Campbell which largely clar if ies the issue o f  de Vaca ' s  route through southern 
Texas and northeastern Mexico . These problems are minor , though , in the context 
of the full span of Texas history d ealt with in this volume . 

FOX ' s  wor k  is a maj or contr ibut ion to Texas Histor ic Archaeology and should 
stand for a number of years as The maj or synt hesis of the area . I expect ( hope, 
trust) that this is j u st t he f ir s t  of many maj or books by Danny Fox . Well Done ! ! !  

The Editor 
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NOTES RELATIVE T O  THE 
HISTORI C GATHERING OF PEYOTE IN SOUTH TEXAS 

C .  D .  Orchard* 

ABSTRACT 

Cons iderab l e  data have accumulated s inc e my presenta t ion on p eyo te to the 
1 96 6  T exas Archeolog ical Soc iety meeting . There are f ew o f  man ' s  activities which 
do no t involve some phys ical artifacts ; Peyo t e  Cul t ac t ivit ies are no except ion . 
This brief no te id en t ifies s everal physical obj ec t s  wh ich were a s sociat ed with peyo te 
gather ing trips in South Texas between 1 8 7 0  and 1 928 . 

INTRODUCTION 

My interests have never been concerned with the symbolic , r itualis t ic , or 
mythological aspects of the P eyote Cul t .  Mo s t  articles , papers , and books on the 
subj ect have cent ered on symbols , ritual s ,  and myths . My 1 966 paper to the Texas 
Archeo logical Society mee t ing at the Witte Mus eum in San Antonio was no exception 
(Orchard 1 9 66) . Use of halluc inogenic drugs by historic and prehistoric Ind ian 
groups was widely s pread and very anc ient . Numerous plants were in use , and mos t  of 
these are dangerous . 

Peyo te is Lophophora wi l liamsii, a cactus which has a very l imited distribu
t ion along the lower Rio Grande,  cent ered around Laredo , Texas (S tewart 1 9 74 : 2 1 1 ) . 
I t  was used by many o f  the historic Texas and Oklahoma Ind ian groups and presumably 
by the prehis toric group s . 

The plants I referred to in my earl ier report inc luded Sophora seeundiflora 
(Ort) Lag (Fabaceaee) , and Capsicum Baccatum L .  ( S o lanacaeae) . Sophora ( f requently 
c al led Mountain Laurel) usually is found in hilly areas . Capsicum (Chilipitino 
p eppers) usually grows in was t e  spaces (Small 1 933 , Cory and Parks 1 93 7 ) . The 
oc curr enc e of these plants in one small area is very odd . Mard ith Schuetz has com
mented (persona l communica t ion) tha t such an occurrenc e was probably due to man , 
and I have no d isagreement with her o p inion . 

The connect ion between the mountain laurel (mescal beans) and Capsicum is no t 
clear in our area . I have found no ind ica t ion o f  the two toge ther in any o f  the 
archaeological s ites I have s tudied in South Texas . 

Several years ago , however ,  I encountered a group o f  Oklahoma Indians at a 
recreat ion area near Lake Mcqueeney . I recognized some Na tive Amer ican Church 
j ewelry and s tarted a conversation . They were head ing west for mescal b eans , peyot e , 
and chilip i t ino . I gave them a sack o f  me scal b eans and the peppers . 

This experienc e got me to rethinking my ideas about peyo te collecting . 
Recently I r eread two books on the subj ect . One (Myerho f f  1 9 7 4 )  by a profess ional 
ethnolog ist r elates to "symbo l ,  myth , and r itual" and is no t o f  much interest to an 
archaeologist . The o ther (Benitez 1 9 7 5) is by a newspaper report er . This volume 
is of cons iderable interest . Facts  and data are presented with a mimimum of conj ec
ture . Bo th vo lumes d etail Huichol peyo te collec t ing trips . These annual trips were 
30-day af fairs with appro priate rituals occurring each day . 

* Editor ' s  No t e  - Mr . C .  D .  (Dave) Orchard comple ted this manuscript in Oc tober and 
asked me to drop by to p ick it up . During the visit , he told me he had only a few 
months to l ive ; Dave had cancer . He said he had a number o f  articles to write and 
asked my help on some of them . Dave died later tha t month and was bur ied in the 
Ft . Sam Hous ton Na t ional Cemetery . He wa s a long t ime memb er of the TAS and a 
Charter member of the STAA . 



From 1 9 2 4  t hro ug h  1 9 28, I o bserved t he Ponc a Ind ians w ho were on t he ir w ay 
t hro ug h  S an Anton io . The y c am ped in t he Olmos B as in are a ne ar w here Olmos d am is 
now loc ated . The Ponc as ment ioned fo ur "s acred pl aces " between t he ir homes and t he 
pe yote are as of f ar so ut hern Te xas and nort he astern Me xico . Ap p arentl y, t he y  had a 
d ifferent r it ual for e ac h  sto p on t he ir tr ip . I g at hered t hat t here were ver y few 
common tr a its in t he v ar io us r it uals and ceremon ies d ur ing t hese tr ips . Eac h  le ader 
does and t h in ks as he ple ases ; all act iv it ies are vol unt ar y .  The onl y t hings or 
items in common are act ual p hys ic al art if acts . Yet t he r it uals and ceremon ies 

re ported to me ev idence a common or lg ln . 
I com p ared det a ils between t he boo ks and m y  notes of m y  enco unters w it h  t he 

Ponc a .  It occ urred to me t hat m an y  Amer ic an rese arc hers w ho have l ittle or no con 
t act w it h  act ual pe yote collect ing act iv it ies have m issed or overloo ked t he cl ass 
rel at ion between pe yote and t he deer . 

Huic hols, Tar ahum ar as, and ot hers c arr y a deer he ad on pe yote collect ing 
tr ips . I w as p u z zled by t he l ac k  of ment ion ,of t he deer he ad in m y  t al ks w it h  t he 
Ponc as. Of co urse, c arr ying a w hole deer he ad or even a set of antlers from Okl a
hom a  to So ut h  Texas wo uld present some d iff ic ult ies . Sever al d ays ago, I found a 
sol ut ion . A deer dew cl aw w as loc ated in one of m y  stor age bo xes ; t he bo x, w hic h 
also cont a ined a quart z cr yst al, w as l abelled "Ponc a 1 9 2 6 . "  

Ben ite z  re ports one pe yote ceremon y w hic h incl uded t he p hr ase, "Take t his 
s acred tobacco, t he He art of t he F ire, . • • it w ill g u ide us to w here o ur Elder Brot her 
Deer Tail l ies h idden " ( Ben ite z 1 9 7 5 : 4 6) . He goes on t hat, " • . .  t he to bacco wo uld 
hel p t hem f ind t he Deer Pe yote and (co uld ) somet imes protect t hem from t he sn akes, 
scor p ions, and powerf ul demons h id ing in t he under br us h, as it had t hro ug ho ut t he 
jo urne y . "  Thus, t here a p p e ars to have been a s pec if ic rel at ions hip between pe yote 
and deer . 

As to t he quart z cr ys t al, Myer hoff notes t he follow ing assoc iat ions : 

" • • .  for t he met amor p h ic al ancestors in t he form of roc k cr yst als " 
" • • •  and t he souls of dece ased rel at ives w ho have ret urned as roc k cr yst al " 
" • • •  yo u, o ur gr and p arents, also are ke pt in o ur ho uses as roc k cr yst als " 

(Myer hoff 1 9 7 4 : 63, 1 0 9, 1 8 1 )  

In m y  1 9 6 6  present at ion, I descr ibed a burl on a l arge l ive o ak tree in Olmos 
B as in ne ar w here I v is ited w it h  t he Ponc as . In 1 9 24, I co unted 53 crosses or d ia
monds ( 4  n a ils e ac h) in t h is burl . By 1 9 28, w hen I l ast had cont act w it h  t he Ponc as, 
t here were 58 s uc h  un its . S ubtr act ing 58 from 1 9 2 8  p uts us in 1 8 7 0  w hen so m an y  
Ind ian tr ibes were pl aced on reserv at ions . Why t he Ponc as wo uld st art record ing 
eac h pe yote collect ing tr ip in t h is m anner is un known . 

Os age Ind ians also m ade pe yote collect ing tr ips t hro ug h  S an Anton io . The 
loc al news p aper re ported "an e xped it ion of Os age Ind ians w as in S an Anton io enro ute 
to t he l ands of t he pe yote, a s pec ies of c act us often c alled 'dr y w his ke y ' "  (San 
Antonio Light , Fe b .  2 5, 1 9 2 9 ) . 

Norm a Skidmore Eller, a Ft . Wort h res ident, s a id t hat in 1 9 25-1 928, Os age 
Ind ians le ased t he t h ird floor of t he Harmon Hotel in Laredo, Te xas, w hile collect 
ing pe yote in Me xico . D iff ic ult ies w it h  t he Me x ic an Government f in all y sto p ped t he 

tr ips . M iss Eller, at t he t ime, w as an em p lo yee of t he Laredo Post Off ice and had 
d a il y  cont act w it h  t he Ind ians . Ot her tr ibes m ay have also been involved in s uc h  
tr ips . 

D IS CUSS ION 

The assoc iat ion of a deer dew cl aw and a quart z cr yst al w it h  Ponc a pe yote 
collect ing tr ips s ho uld be of interest to arc haeolog ists . One of t he t h ings t hese 
Ind ians d id w as to r it uall y  bur y  s uc h  art if acts at t he ir "s acred pl aces " w here t he y  
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broke the ir j ourney . Thus , archaeo logists  may want to b e  alert to such artifac t s  
a t  historic and prehi storic s ites , as po s s ible ind icato rs o f  p eyo te collect ing 
t r ip s . 
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THE LADIES , THE MONSTE R ,  AND THE GOOD OL ' BOYS 

T .  C .  H ill , Jr . 

STAA ' s  tenth anniversary i s  a pr ime time for celebra tions . We old timer s 
recall the enthusiasm of the s t art and have proudly watched it grow and prosper . 
La Tierra is widely distr ibuted and respected , a j ournal o f fer ing the dona ted 
thought o f  some remarkabl e  peopl e . The quarterly mee tings have drawn quality 
speakers from all over , and our program of excava t ions has tra ined and ent erta ined 
the membersh ip . The assoc iation has succ eeded wel l  beyond our f i r s t  expec tations , 
and we ins is t that it cont inue to do so . 

Of cours e ,  we all know by now that we ' ve cho s en a really tough reg ion to 
explore and unders tand , and the Rio Grande Plain to the south of the Bal cones 
faul t l ine c ont inues double tough in cap ital letters . We were certa inly wise to 
inc lud e counties like Val Verde , B exar , and Travis , plus a lo t of o thers along 
the lower Plateau , b ecause lacking thes e well-hust led and -repor t ed places , we ' d  
have nearly had t o  s tart cold . Hes ter and a few o thers believed in this "dreary" 
pl a in, but it has no t drawn what you ' d  call a crowd unt il recently . 

Let ' s  fantasiz e  for a minute , c r eate a scene out here in our f ar wes tern 
sec t ion which may enter tain and enl ighten us . This soap o p era could be termed 
"drama t ic , "  and might even be pre t ty funny if it weren ' t  so ser ious . 

Imag ine our cas t : We ' d  p robably select Eva Gabor to play the par t of L illy 
Lang t ry , a b eautiful reserved lady of high moral charac ter with a heart o f  gold , 
dressed f rom nec k  to heel in silk and fur and feather boa . Her charms are ent irely 
hidden from the eye ,  and f ew a t  f ir s t  might guess her secrets unt il a more careful 
study reveals her ample bump s and hollows which no amount of cover ing can conc eal . 
This fair lady will repres ent our nor thern r im of Pla teau counties , from the Rio 
Grande - Pecos Rivers area ac ross the lower Hill Country to over around Travis 
County . Her bump s and ho llows interpret to burned rock middens and rockshel ter s ,  
surely about a s  secret , long ago , a s  they come . 
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Our Rio Grande Plain ,  t o  the south , needs ano ther ac tress p laying a comple tely 
dif ferent rol e .  Surfac e-expo sed for acre a f ter acre , mile a f ter mil e ,  the P lain a t  
f irst appears t o  be an arrowhead hunter ' s  paradise • . •  and no t more mo re ; your basic 
l i thic scat ter , to quo t e  Harry J .  [ Edi tor ' s  Note : That is H .  J .  S hafer , of Texas 
A&M , f or tho s e  innoc ents among you ] . Thus , we ' ve chosen L it tl e  Sheb a  as the char
ac ter , with f reckled-faced , hung ry , hollow-eyed but vaguely comely S issy Spacek to 
play the role of the braz en str ipper (with a heart of gold? Sure , why no t ? )  who 
bares almo s t  everything but c an ' t  seem to draw much o f  a crowd . To young , too naked , 
and too pa thet ically shallow, they said . 

Following the act ion? Hang on • • •  

The good 01 ' boys are patterned af ter all o f  us who have ever courted these 
precoc ious lad ies ; always faithful in a t t endance , ever watchful of their wel l-being -
j us t  plain hanging around , to be hones t .  We probab ly recognized their values long 
ago , when we cho se to be awar e ,  but t ended to avoid the southern gaudy floozy to 
concentrate on the nor thern treasure t rove . And treasure she is . •  she has b een sub 
j ec t ed to perhaps the mos t  conc entrated a ttack in the his tory of Texa s archaeology , 
and mo s t  delightful of all , each good 01 ' boy suitor has kep t a d iary and revealed 
al l to us , to our ever last ing del ight . 

The "Sheba" plain ,  below the Ba lc ones , has no t been overrun with pr ime t ime 
viewer s in the pa s t ;  those who d id come seemingly unab le to linger long and reluc tant 
to say much about her which did h0r j u s t ice . A s taunch hand ful have believed and 
rema ined faithful , and these are now nearly in sho ck by b e ing treated to the show 
of their l ives . Se e ,  our skinny young , awkward ac tress has recently come on be tter 
t imes , is ea t ing well , and f il l ing out nicely and frol icking with abandon to draw 
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them in . Look up the road , fr iend s ; see them coming by bus and Blazer and Suburban 
van , hurry ing to see wha t all the exc i tement ' s  about and waving high their shovel s 
and s c reens ! 

Lilly Lang try has deservedly kept us oc cupied for a good , long exc it ing t ime 
and always will , but L i t t l e  Sheba has a fresh new act , with Choke Canyon hint ing a t  
unimag ined delights and good 01 ' boys l ike Grant Ha ll , E d  Mokry , Shirley Van der 
Veer , Anne Fox , Lynn H ighl ey , S t eve Blac k ,  and all the rest br eaking their tails to 
keep her danc in ' and d eal in ' . . .  and keep ing their d iaries up to date . 

Pretty nea t story so far? Get ready for the let -down , ' c aus e  L i t t l e  Nell 
is about to b e  t ied to the tracks ! 

Enter the Mons t er ;  the brainl e s s  bea s t ,  a roar ing , clanking machine o f  
" p rogre s s "  which is ab le t o  a t tack and t err ify our two hero ines alterna tely or 
s imul taneously ( or any o ther dec ent l i t tle old lady in the ne ighborhood ) .  "Bull
dozer" as he ' s  called , is hideously fr ight ful . . .  he is upon us before we know it ; 
he never s l eeps or r e s t s  but howls and hurr ies at his d e s t ruc t ive task with bl ind 
fury . (He does no t s eem to operate too well at a l t i tud e , out her e in my country , 
and has spared mo re anc ient hill tops than we might deserve , but don ' t  worry ; he ' ll 
g e t  to them soon enough ! )  . 

He r ec ently a t e  up one o f  this good 01 ' boy ' s  s i t es , and he didn ' t  pick a 
dog . The Holdwor th I sland S i t e  (4 1 ZV 1 4 )  was a bona - f id e ,  s il t -c overed t r easur e , 
tucked del icately up among Sheba ' s  beads and bang les . This was the na t ive land o f  
our old f r iend L i t t l e  Flower [ Ed i tor ' s  N o t e : Aga in , for those inno c en t s , refer to 
Vol . 2 ,  No . 3 and Vol . 5 ,  No . 3 ,  for intr oduc t ion to this shy l i t t l e  Indian maiden] , 
and p o s s ibly was home for her anc es tors for the l a s t  9 , 000 years , if you buy a c ouple 
of eroded Golondrinas . I t ' s  j us t  lucky tha t we explored the f inal days ( three c en
turies back) o f  L i t t le Flower ' s  people when we d id (but all too brie fl y) . Jus t as 
f o rtuna te that we kep t our d iary , but it only hin t s  a t  what might have been . . • •  

We good a I ' boys will some t imes g e t  our hearts b roke , I gues s ,  but mo s tly 
it ' s  our own faul t . Ma t t  Davis , probably the best a I ' Boy o f  all , has warned us 
over and over again , vocal ly and through the printed wo rd . But a lot o f  us j us t  
yawned and snickered and dozed through i t  all . "Always been there , always will be 

. . •  g e t  on it tomorrow . "  But tomorrow ' s  maybe already too late . 
And so the cur t a in rings down on this par t icular scene , but the show goes 

on . The good aI ' boys will remain faithful to the ladies , and the ladies will 
continue to p er form l ike the winners they are . The Mons ter will always score some 
round s ,  but he ' l l have to catch us to whip us , won ' t  he? 

So hang on t ight , STAA . The dr ama is as much in your hands as anybody ' s .  
You ' r e squarely in the right place at the r ight t ime and the "ladies" are lovel ier 
than ever . Do i t ! Then wr i t e  it all down and tell us about it . And kick the tar 
out of that Monster for me , hear? 

( S cript No te : The cur t a in falls . . •  dead sil ence ensues . . .  
Then Good 01 ' Ma t t  r ises to say . . .  "Amen ! " )  



THE SOUTHERN TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOC IATION : 
A REVIEW OF ITS FIRST TEN YEARS * 

Thomas R .  Hes ter 

On December 2 ,  1 9 73 , 40 persons interes ted in the archaeology of the south 
Texas region met at Lackland Air Force Base to formally organize the Southern 
Texas Archaeological Association ( STAA) . The purpose of this organizat ion was to 
promo te the s tudy of prehis toric and his toric archaeology in southern and south
c entral Texas . Quarterly meet ings were sugges ted , plans for a newslet ter were 
set forth , and there was general agreement that a var iety of archaeological acti
vities--site documenta tion , surveys , salvage excavation , problem-or iented s tud ies , 
and efforts at creating public awarenes s --were all desirable goals . 

The STAA ' s  creat ion s truck a responsive chord . At the s econd meet ing in 
March 1 9 74 , 103  people were in at tendance ,  and by the end of 1 9 74 , there were 2 7 0  
paid memb ers o f  the Association . The enthusiasm and energy generated by the 
Association ' s  f irst year was truly remarkable , as many of you will remember . 
Indeed , in the second year o f  the group ' s  exis tence , the STAA hos ted the annual 
meeting of the Texas Archeological Soc iety in Novemb er , 1 9 7 5 . 

In the 1 0  years we have experienced , the STAA can po int to a number o f  maj or 
accompl ishment s .  Here I will discuss a few of what I cons ider to be some of the 
maj or goals that have been achieved and that continue to be pursued : 

1 .  First o f  all , the profess ional and amateur communicat ion network has 
been admirab ly met by the quarterly meet ings of the STAA . Thes e  meetings have b een 
cons istently wel l  attended and have provided a forum for papers by amateurs , s tu
dent s , and pro fessional archaeologists . I think we have all learned a lot  from 
each other . The mee t ings have helped to recruit new members and have a ided in 
creating public awarenes s  o f  archaeology in our reg ion . 

Further in the area o f  professional and amat eur collabo rat ion has been the 
interaction between the STAA and academic ins titutions , pr inc ipally The University 
o f  Texas at San Antonio and the UTSA Center for Archaeological Research . Many o f  
our s taff memb ers and s tudents have grown with the STAA and have played a maj or 
role in its development--and it in their development , espec ially by providing 
opportunities for the presentation a t  the quar t erly meet ing s o f  their research 
resul t s . S imilarly , we can also po int to the coopera t ion between STAA and I ncar
na te Word College and no te the many successful mee t ings that have been ho s ted on 
that campus . 

2 .  S econdly , the STAA has l ived up to its goal o f  conduc ting excavat ions 
that add to the knowledge of south Texas Archaeo logy . No t only has the STAA carried 
out its own program o f  field research , salvage , and training , but STAA members have 
been faithful volunteers at many excavat ions sponsored by UTSA . 

I bel ieve that the f irst STAA f ield invo lvement can be traced to the l ime 
kilns that Anne Fox was inves t igat ing in 1 97 3 , when she was with the Witte Museum . 
And , in that same year , the work that Harvey Kohnitz and I ,  along with the Van der 
Veer s ,  did in salvaging impo rtant Early Archaic data at the Granberg I I  (4 1 BX 2 7 1 )  
s it e .  I think , really , that the Granb erg exper ienc e was the maj or s t imulus for 
that December 2 ,  1 983 meet ing that got the STAA off the ground . A maj or excavat ion 
and research effort at S t . Mary ' s  Hall ( 4 1  BX 229) began in 1 97 4  and cont inued unt il 
1 9 7 7 , this lead ing up to a UTSA f ield s chool at the site , building on the work and 
f ind ings o f  the STAA . Also in this per iod , an important excavation at Timmeron 

* Text o f  a paper delivered at the January 2 1 , 1 984 quarterly meet ing of the 
Southern Texas Archaeolog ical Associa t ion . 
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Roc ks helte r  in Ha ys Co unt y was cond ucted, a jo int e ffo rt by S TAA (s pea rheaded by 
Ha rve y Ko hn it z and S hirle y Van de r Vee r )  w it h  UTSA ass istance . I am ha ppy to 
re po rt t hat E .  S .  (Ned ) ha r r is has recentl y  com pleted h is MA t hes is at UTSA us in g 
t he data f rom t hat pro ject . I urge t he S TAA P ubl icat ions Comm ittee to cons ide r  
iss uin g  h is st ud y  a s  a Specia l PubZication .  Ot he r  f ield wo rk has incl uded t he 
s urve y  led by Gene G r if f in at Bea r Cree k Sco ut Ranc h .  This st im ulated an e f fo rt 
to sto p unt ra ined d ig g in g  at t he s ite now be in g followed up by Janet Steele w it h  
o rgan ized s umme r e xca vat ions ; s he has been ass isted by S TAA m �m be rs Steve Blac k, 
Tom Mille r and Pa ul Wa rd . A st ud y  of s ites on t he Ke rl ic k pro pe rt y  in DeW itt 
Co unt y, re po rted by E. H .  Sc hm iedl in, was also an effo rt o f  t he S TAA, as we re t he 
e xcavat ions at t he im po rtant J - 2  Ranc h s ite in V icto r ia Co unt y .  And, of co urse, 
o ve r  t he past se ve ral yea rs, t he Dan Ba ke r  S ite has been t he foc us o f  S TAA f ield 
resea rc h .  

3 .  Thirdl y, I po int w it h  great p r ide to t he accom pl is hments of t he Asso 
c iat ion 's publ icat ion, La Tierra. It has g rown f rom a newslette r to a w idel y c ited 
jo urnal . The f irst iss ue of La Tierra came o ut 1 0  yea rs a go, in Jan ua ry, 1 9 74, 
unde r  t he ed ito rs h ip of T .  C .  H ill, J r . The re we re 36 pa ges conta in in g ed ito r ial 
comments in H ill 's in im ita ble st yle, a nd pa pe rs on blade tec hnolo gy, pet ro g ra ph ic 
st ud ies, late Ple istocene fa una, settlement s urve ys in Be xa r Co unt y, and a s ite 
re po rt fo r Atascosa Co unt y .  As I loo ked bac k  t hro ugh t hat in it ial iss ue recentl y, 
it st ruc k  me as quite an im press ive be g inn in g fo r an o rgan izat ion w it h  j ust o ve r  
40 mem be rs and less t han a mont h old ! The contents reflected t he kind o f  d ive rsit y  

o f  contents t hat has ma rked La Tierra eve r  s ince . T .  C .  H ill ed ited t he publ ica 
t ion f rom 1 9 7 4 - 1 9 7 6 .  Be g inn in g w it h  Vol . 3 in 1 9 7 6, Anne Fo x ed ited La Tierra fo r 
two yea rs , and t hen J im M itc hell ass umed t he ed ito r 's role in 1 9 78 . cont in u in g  up 
to t he present t ime . The prod uct iv it y  o f  t he a ut ho rs re presented in La Tierra 's 
pa ges has been rema rkabe . I ha ve not made a count, but I t h in k  M itc hell and Lee 
Patte rson ha ve pro ba bl y  o utst r ipped me in t his pa rt ic ula r  publ icat ion o utlet ! 
The j o urnal has a ve ra ged well o ve r  1 00 pa ges of publ is hed re po rts e ve r y  yea r-
a ro und 1 6 0 pa ges in recent yea rs . The ran ge of pa pe rs is rema rkable . Most co un 
t ies ha ve been re po rted in one fas hion o r  anot he r . S urve ys, s ite re po rt s, test 
e xca vat ions ha ve all been publ is hed ; a rt ifact doc umentat ion has been anot he r impo r 
tant as pect of t he pa pe rs . The re ha ve also been pa pe rs on so ut h  Te xas Ind ian 
et hno h isto ry, t he S pan is h  Miss ions ( incl ud in g an im po rtant se r ies publ is hed f rom 
1 98 0- 1 98 2 ), on t he d ist r ibut ion of Paleo -Ind ian project ile po ints in t he re g ion, 

t he doc umentat ion of collect ion s, a w ide ran g e  o f  l it h ic tool st ud ies ( incl ud in g 
tec hnolo gy, use -wea r, and t ypolo gy), histo r ic s ite re po rts, met hodolo g ical pa pe rs 
(on flotat ion, sam pl in g, etc . ), e xpe r imental st ud ies ( bone, potte ry, stone), phys i

cal ant hro polo gy, and e ven some pa pe rs on Mesoame r ican a rc haeolo gy ! If yo u stac k 
u p  all t he La Tierras issued s ince 1 9 7 4, it is a fo rm ida ble p ile a bo ut 6 inc he s  
t h ic k .  The co rpus of publ is hed pa pe r s  in t h is jo urnal const it ute a val ua ble 
resea rc h l ibra ry .  Yo u cannot do an y so rt o f  resea rc h in so ut he rn o r  so ut h cent ral 
Te xas (and some a reas be yond ) w it ho ut con sult in g and c it in g  pa pe rs publ is hed in 
La Tierra. I was also im pressed in a recent re v iew o f  1 0  yea rs of La Tierra to 
see how man y a ut ho rs had mult iple pa pe rs . I sta rted ma kin g  a l ist o f  t hese, and 
it got ve ry lon g .  I a polo g ize fo r t h is follow in g l itan y of names, but t he y  de se rve 

to be ment ioned in t e rms of t he ir re peated cont r ibut ions to t he jo urnal : J im 
Mitc hell, Lee Patte rson, C .  K .  Chandle r, Da ve Orc ha rd, T .  C .  H ill, Jr ., M .  F .  
Chadde rdon, Tom Kell y, Ha rve y  Sm it h, Jr ., J im Wa rren, Ed Mo kry, Ha rry S ha fe r, T .  N .  
Cam pbell, R ic ha rd McRe ynold s, Ja ke Ive y, Joel G unn, B ill B irm in gham, E .  H .  Sc hm ied 
l in, Tom Beasle y, Lynn Highle y, Fred Valde z, Alan S kinne r, Malcom Jo hnson, Dan Fo x, 
Co urtena y Jones, Anne Fo x, Pa ul Coo k .  The re a re ot he rs w ho I do ubtles s le ft out -
but I soon ran o ut of s pace on m y  note pad ! 



4 .  A fourth area of STAA contr ibut ion , and one tha t  was an or ig inal goal , 
wa s s it e  repo r t ing . This wa s ver y  important in 1974 sinc e so much of south Texa s 
was unknown archaeologically . This remains important today as much of south Texas 
is being developed very rap id ly and we are los ing our opportunity t o  r ecord s it e s . 
I will touch on this again later . 

5 .  A f ifth area o f  STAA d is t inct ion has been the role i t s  memb ers have 
played in statewide archaeo l o g ical ac t iv it ies , part icularly in TAS , but also in 
o ther s oc iet ies and in working with state agencies . This is not a parochial 
soc iety c ont ent t o  hold meetings and look at ar t ifac t s . Many STAA member s have 
held important po s t s  ( includ ing President , Board member s ,  etc . in TAS ) , t hey have 
helped with the TAS f ield school each summer , and they have g iven many papers at 
t he TAS annua l meet ing s .  This level o f  activity has mad e the STAA a real force 
to be reckoned with, and to be apprec iat ed , al l over the Sta t e .  

Now , l et me tur n t o  another a s pect o f  the STAA ' s  f ir s t  t en years . All o f  
these acc omplishment s t hat I have recited are real and a r e  important . But the 
S TAA dare not s ink into complacency and it should no t r e s t  on it s cons id erable 
laurel s . All organiz a t ions of this sort go through cycles--through p er iod s of 
g r ea t  ac t ivity and t hrough t imes of lethargy . All organ izat ions of this sort 
t end to have a f ew p eo p le that do all the work and t he rest of the member ship is 
cont ent for it t o  be t hat way ! All organizat ions have their weaknes s es and we 
could p ic k  at t hem if we wished ; bu t , in the STAA , I feel the s t r engths far out
weigh any sort of nitp icking in wh ich we might engage . 

S t il l , there is an area that was an in i t ia l  goal o f  STAA that I personally 
do not s ee as an ongo ing ac tiv ity t oday , and it ought to be rev ived . This is in 
the area o f  what we m ight call " emergency surveys . "  When STAA f ir s t  formed in 
1974 , par t s  o f  B exar County wer e being r ap idly d eveloped and surveys wer e needed 
to at least r ecord s it es befor e they wer e bulldo z ed for hous ing d evelopment s .  As 
yo u know , the o ns laught of development is even more accelerated today . P erhaps 
becau se " contract archaeology" came along , and the Center for Archaeolog ical 
Res ea rch got so involved in survey s ,  the STAA felt it no longer had a vital role . 
But it d id--and it st ill does today . Mo s t  such d evelopments are private ; there 
is no law to force a contract survey . Yet we have people in the STAA who can 

make contac t s  with the developers and get t he ir p erm is s ion to survey area s sla t ed 
for develo pment , record the s ites , and even t e s t  them if t im e  p ermit s . For example , 
along Loop 1604 is the proposed S tone Oak development , slated in a f ew years to 
hous e  50 , 000 p eople spread over hundreds of acres . No t hing is known about the 
archa eo logy and nothing will be unless STAA act ivat es it s avowed goal of " emer 
g ency survey . "  This is , to me , the maj or d isappo intment of STAA over the la s t  
d ecade and I urge the memb er ship and t h e  STAA Board t o  g ive increa s ed thought to 
such survey act ivit ies . 

In cl o s ing , l et me reiterate how f ar STAA ha s come in the last d ecade . 
The o rganiz a t ion ful f il l s  a very s ignif icant role as a r eg ional archaeological 
soc iety- - introduc ing people t o  sc ient if ic archaeology , educat ing its member s ,  
shar ing ga ined knowled ge through the pages o f  it s j ourna l s , and document ing 
archaeolo g ical informa t ion that without the work of STAA member s would mo s t  c er
ta inly be los t . STAA is j u s t  a kid , but it ha s been a very act ive and precocious 
one , and I am sure tha t  we all ho pe and exp ec t to s ee it blos som dur ing its 
t eenag e  y ear s . 
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