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THE SOUTHERN TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

The S outhern Texas Archaeolog ical Ass ociation brings together persons inter­
ested in the prehistory of s outh-central and southern Texas . The organ ization 
has se veral major ob j ect ive s :  To further communicat ion among amateur and pro­
fessional archaeolog ists working in the region ; To de velop a coord inated program 
of site s urvey and s ite documentat ion; To pre s erve the archaeolog ical record of 
the reg ion through a concerted e f f ort to reach all persons interested in the pre­
history of the reg ion ; To in it iate problem- or iented research ac t i vi ties which 
will hel p us to better und erstand the prehistor ic inhab itants of th is area; To 
cond uct emergency surveys or salvage archaeology where it is necessary because of  
imm inent site destruct ion ; To publ ish a quarterly journal , newsletters, and 
special publ icat ions to meet the needs of the membersh ip; To ass ist those des ir­
ing to learn pro per archaeolog ical f i eld and laboratory techniques; and To 
develop a l ibrary for members' use of all the published material deal ing with 
southern Texas . 
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E D I TO R I A L 

THE END OF 1985 

This issue concludes Volume 12 and helps close out 1985. The issue 
includes a note on a lithic cache from Dimmit County ( Hester and Brown), two 
papers on coastal Indian groups (Smith and Johnson), a further report on sev­
eral sites in Bandera County (by Lee Patterson), and an STAA survey of sites in 

Kendall County (Neureuther). Because of the number of coastal papers, the 
front cover of this issue highlights the Karankawa Indians as representative of 
a Texas central coast group. 

This year has been a relatively quiet but important year for STAA. After 
a slow start in renewals, the membership just kept growing, and by the end of 
the year reached about 435 individual members, the highest level ever!!! An 
increasing proportion of STAA involves Contributing, Supporting, or Family 
memberships, which helps keep our regular membership at the same dues level 
despite increasing publishing and mailing costs. (We've still only raised dues 
once in the last 12 years!). Hopefully, these very positive trends will con­
tinue and we can reach a membership of 500 before the end of 1986!!! 

STAA also cohos ted the 1985 TAS Annual Meeting with the W itte Museum, 
UT S A-CAR, and the Institute of Texan Cultures. The very successful result 
(despite some facilities and scheduling problems) marks a new high in terms of 
cooperative effort. A larger attendance than expected (over 340 registered), a 
variety of very excellent reports and symposia, and a number of shared activi­
ties (guest speaker, Sunday bus tour, etc.) marks this as one of the better TAS 
me e tin g s, and ref 1 e c t s con s id era b Ie c red it o n S T AA a s a c  0 h 0 st. I t al s 0 in 
indicative of the acceptance of STAA (and the other cohosting orga nizations) 
around the state and nation. STAA is something special as one of the most 
successful iontrastate regional archaeological associations. 

W ell ... where do we go from here? The new year of 1986 will represent 
another challenge • . • another opportunity. There is always more to do • . .  

(sites to find and report, threatened sites to be s al vaged, work a t  41 e M  104 
to continue, committees to head or serve on, meetings to plan or arrange, 
reports to write, new members to recruit, etc.). Get ready, 1986 •• . Here we 
come! 

The Editor 



NOTES ON SOUTH TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGY: 1985-4 

Thomas R .  Hester and Dorothy M.  Brown, M. D .  

A Cache of Bifaces from Southern Texas 

Lithic caches have received considerable attention in Texas archaeological 
research in recent years . Such caches often give clues to artifact manufac­
turing technologies, to avenues of ancient trade, hints to meaningful typol­
ogies, and, someti mes, a look at sets of tools used f or part icular tasks or 
functions.  The most notable studies of caches have been those conducted by 
Curtis Tunnell and Robert J. Mallouf of the Texas Historical Commission. Ken 
Brown of UTSA has just completed research on caches of Guadalupe tools found in 
south-central Texas (this will be published in the 1985 Bulletin of the Texas 
Archeological Society. A. J. Taylor's work on the lithic caches from the Loma 
Sandia cemetery (41 LK 2 8 )  is also eagerly awaited. ) 

The cache of chipped stone bifaces recorded here was first brought to 
Hester's attention by Dr. Brown in 1 9 6 8 .  The notes got filed, only to be 
exhumed in 1 9 8 4 .  At that time, Dr. Brown, the discoverer of the cache, 
graciously loaned the artifacts to UTSA for further analysis and documentation. 
Photographs and specific site data are on file for consultation by qualified 
researchers . 

The specimens were found at a site in southwestern Dimmit County. They 
were tightly clustered, with part of only one specimen exposed above the sur­
face. The sandy soil around them was cleared away, revealing the cache. A 
scattering of various dart points and flakes were observed across the site. 
Dr. Brown noted at the time that there was no nearby creek or recognizable 
water source and that burned rock scatters sometimes seen on area sites were 
absent . 

The bifaces had been shaped by percussion and are relatively crude; how­
ever, specimen � in Figure 1 has been thinned more than the others. The 
specimens are white to light gray in color; although on a couple of specimens 
this may be due to the patination process, there is also some discoloring that 
suggests the use of heat-treating prior to the knapping of the bifaces. They 
are clearly unfinished specimens -- "blanks" or preforms -- with no patterns of 
use-wear evident along the edges. The metric dimensions and the weights of 
these artifacts are found in Table 1 .  [EDITOR'S NOTE : A cache of materials 
with a single burial on the Haiduk Site in Karnes County included several 
stages of such "blanks " or preforms as well as finished and reworked M a rcos 
points and Corner Tang artifacts, which documents the validity of a manufac­
turing and use sequence. See Mitchell, Chandler and Kelly, La Tierra 1 1 (2 ) : 1 2 -
39, April 198 4 . ]  

Figure Length (mm)  Width Maximum Thickness Weight ( g )  

l, a 125 70 1 6  1 3 8  
l, b 1 00 58 1 6  1 06 . 2  

1 2 5  6 4  1 7  . 5  1 3 3 . 4  
134 68 1 4 . 5  1 1 4 . 5  

Table 1 .  Dimensions and Weights of Bifaces from Dimmit County Cache . 
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Figure 1. Views of Both Faces of Specimens from Dirnmit County Biface Cache. a, upper left; b, upper right; 

c, lower left; d, lower right ( see Table 1). 
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There is no way to assign a date to this Oimmit County biface cache with 
any certai nty. They are much li k e  biface preforms in the Archaic sites of 
central and south-cen tral Texas. A lthough it is conceivable that they could 
have been fashioned locally, their size (larger than most local Uvalde and Rio 
G rande gravels) and the fine-grained nature of the chert suggests that they 
were made in centra l Texas (Le.,  w ithin the Edwards Plateau ) and represent 
pieces traded into southern Texas in prehistori c  times. This suggesti on i s  
supported b y  the absence of similar specimens, whole or fragmentary, a t  other 
Oimmit County sites examined by the authors. If other lithic caches are known 
from southern Texas, it is hoped that they will be reported in future issues of 
La T ierra. 
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ABSTRACT 

RELATIONSHIPS OF PROTOHISTORIC INDIAN GROUPS ALONG 
THE CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN TEXAS COAST 

( What ' s  In A Name? : Par t 3 )  

Mal com L .  Johnson 

An analys is of  the language groupings of  some o f  the pro tohistoric Ind ian 
gr oups l o c a te d  a l on g  t he cen tr a l  and s o u thern Te x a s  c o a s t  is pre sen ted and 
re l a t ion s h ip s  a m ong the gr o up s  hyp o t he s ized. Such e thnohis toric in format ion 
has imp l icat ions for future archaeological research in the area. 

INTRODUCTION 

In an ear l ier repor t (M. J o hn s on 19 8 5 a ) , t he n a me s  o f  Ind ian gr oup s  en­
c o un tere d by C a bez a de V a c a  d ur ing his j o urney thr o ugh s o u t hern Te xa s ( 1 5 3 3 -
1 5 3 5 )  were e x a m ine d. An a l y s i s  o f  the me mnon ic n i ckn a me s  re ve a le d  ne w an d 
poten t ially useful informat ion about each of these protohis toric groups . In a 
second paper , the same techniques were appl ied to names o f  groups recognized 
dur ing the early M i s s ion per iod (1 718-1 7 80 ) .  The names of these la ter Ind ian 
gr o up s  were a l s o  f o und to be p o s s i b l y  c o mpound Span i s h  w or d s  w h i c h see m t o  
c on t a in in f or m a t i on ab o u t  t he gr oup s  (M. J o hn s on 19 8 5 b). I n  the se pre v i o u s  
ar tic les , the group names analyzed were those reported by Campbe l l  and Campbe l l  
(19 8 1 )  as  relevan t t o  the cen tral and southern Texas coast. In this paper , the 
e ar l y  gr o up s  repor te d by C a bez a de V a c a  w i l l  be re v ie we d  in ter m s  o f  t he ir 
geographic locat ions and pos s ible l inguistic  re lat ionships. Th is is a d i f f i­
c u l t  un der t ak i n g  s in ce s u c h gr oup s  were tran s ien t ,  traveling be t ween widely 
separated areas at d i f feren t seasons of the year ("bilobate territories" ). In 
addit ion , var ious groups jointly used both the pecan harvesting and tuna col­
lect ing areas. Campbell  and Campbell  note that the geographical re lat ionships 
of the groups "are obviously too complex to be shown on a conven tional e thno­
gr aph i c  map" ( C a mp be l l  and C a mp be l l  19 8 1: 1 5 ). Ye t the re l a t i on s h ip s  o f  t he 
various groups are extre mely i mpor tant to visualize and s tudy, since they have 
s ign if ican t  implications for our under standing of  the prot ohis toric groups of  
the cen tra l  and southern Texas coas t. Indeed,  such informat ion may be impor­
tant to future archaeological work in the region in terms of eventually d i s t in­
guishing group terr itories by subtle pat terns (or var iat ions)  in the ar ti fac­
t ua l  r e c ord. Per hap s by u s in g  mul t ip le map s , we c an deve lop at le a s t  s o me 
picture of the re lat ive locat ions of  these protohi s t oric groups. 

Le t me repea t ,  ho wever , that I am no authority on language or geography. 
Having lived in Corpus Chr i s t i  from 19 40 unt i l  19 70 , I do have a keen interes t  
in the e thnohistory and archaeo logy of  the coas tal bend area. 

LANGUAGES AND GEOGRAPHY 

In h i s  repor t ,  C a beza de V a c a  n o te d  t h a t  se ver a l  o f  t he Ind i an gr oup s  he 
had encoun tered spoke "d i f ferent" language s. Campbell  and Campbell  have sug­
ge s te d  t h a t  s o me o f  t he m  may have spoken d i f feren t d i a l ae c t s  o f  the s a me 
l anguage r a t her t han a l l  speak ing d i s t in c t ly d i f feren t l an g uage s (19 8 1 : 
14 , 2 5 , 29 , 32 ). Some of  the major dif ferences appear to involve coas tal versus 
inlan d  gr o up s .  

Coastal Groups 

The Indians living d irectly on the Texas coast are d i s t inguished by Cabeza 
de V a c a  fr o m  t h o se c o a s t a l  gr oup s  l i v in g e a s t  o f  t he Gua d a l upe R i ver ; t he se 
eas tern coa s t a l  groups include the Capoques , Chorruco , Doguenes , Han , Mendica , 



and Quevenes ( 1 98 1 : 1 0 ) .  For some discussion of the possible meaning of the 
names of these groups, see Part 1 ( M. Johnson 1 985a). The Capoques may equate 
to the historic Coco (see Corbin 1 9 7 4 : 4 9-5 2 ); if so, their homeland probably 
lay between the Colorado and the Brazos Rivers. Some of the Coco lived at 
Mission Esp!ritu Santo in Goliad (Berlandier 1 96 9 )  and spoke a different lan­
guage or dialect from the Karankawa and Aranama. 

The group closest to the lower Guadalupe River were the Quevenes, who 
probably lived in what is now Calhoun County including the northern half of 
Matagorda Island (see Figure 1 ) .  Their name may suggest shell wearing and 
Cabeza de Vaca indirectly indicates they were of fairly large size; thus, they 
may have been Karankawa. The Karankawa were known to be larger than most 
southern Texas Indian groups (Gatschet 189 1 ). 

Other groups ranging down the central Texas coast include the Quitoles, 
Camoles, Guaycones, and Los de los Higos or the Fig People ( see Figure 1 ) .  
Several of these groups were probably protohistoric Karankawa-speaking peoples, 
based on implications of their large size or specific habits, such as tattooing 
( M. Johnson 1 985a : 34 ) .  The southernmost of these groups, Los de los Higos, 
were located to the south of Corpus Christi Bay including adjacent sections of 
Padre Island (Campbell and Campbell 1 981 ) .  They had friendly relations (inclu­
ding trading) with adjacent inland groups, as did the Camoles around Corpus 
Christi Bay itself (M. Johnson 1 985a). 

Cabeza de Vaca did not report the names of any Indian groups on the Texas 
coast south of Baffin Bay, since his course of travel was through the inland 
area ( Campbell and Campbell 1 98 1 ;  Leroy Johnson 1 985 ) .  If the hints from 
Cabeza de Vaca's report of the coastal groups are correct, then it is. entirely 
likely that the Karankawan language (and dialects) were spoken from at least 
Matagorda Bay south to Baffin Bay. This would agree fairly well with the 
location of the Karankawa groups during later historic times. It also is the 
area Sayles ( 1 935) designated as his Karankawan Culture based, in part, on the 
distribution of Rockport pottery. 

Inland Groups 

The inland groups that are said to have spoken different languages are the 
Avavares, Cutalchiches, Maliacones, Mariames, Que venes, and Yguazes. Two 
groups Campbell and Campbell believe spoke the same language are the Arbabaos 
and Cuchendados, who are also both located in far South Texas. These inland 
groups are plotted on Figure 2 .  

The language of the Mariames (seashore travelers) and the Yguazes (same as 
their neighbors or hunters of alligators) is said to be different. However, 
their ranges overlap considerably; both occupy parts of Refugio, Victoria, and 
Goliad Counties. They also traveled somewhat parallel routes through San 
Patricio and Nueces Counties to reach the summer prickly pear grounds. On the 
basis of this geographical association, it is possible that they spoke a dif­
ferent dialect of the same language rather than a totally different one. 

The Cutalchich were encountered in the summer of 1 535 during harvest of 
prickly pear, and at the end of the season, Cabeza de Vaca says they returned 
"to their own country" ( Campbell and Campbell 1 98 1:28 ) .  This suggests he 
considered them a distinct group, and also implies that distinct ranges or 
territories were considered to belong to the various groups. Since the Cutal­
chich's country was not to the north or northeast ( the route the Spaniards 
came) nor to the south or southwest (the route the Spaniards later traveled), 
their range was probably farther up the Nueces River. Cabeza de Vaca mentions 
that both the Cutalchich and Avavares had large flint knives that were highly 
regarded and possibly of ceremonial use. Because of the lack of flint in the 
coastal area large enough to produce such large knives, we can assume that the 
flint was obtained or traded elsewhere, probably farther northwest toward the 
Texas hill country. Another point of interest is that even though the 
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Figure 1. Map of Texas shoreline showing approximate location of various protohis­
toric Indian groups. 



, 
" 

\ , 
, 

, 

\ 

Mariames 

Yguazes 

Atayos 

Avavares, Susloas, 
Comos 

Anagados 

Maliacones 

Figure 2 .  Inland protohistoric Indian groups along Texas Coastline . 

9 



1 0  

S p a n i ar d s  h a d  l i ve d  a m o n g  the Av a v are s f or a b o u t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  a n d  were c o n­
s i dere d b y  t he m  to be " C h i l dre n of the S un , "  i t  w a s  t he C u t a l c h i c h  who pre­
sented the m  w ith large flint blades. Th i s  implies that it was the Cutalchich 
who had a c ce s s  e i t her to a s o ur ce o f  l arge f l i n t  or to t he f i n i s hed k n i ve s .  
They may have been the group that was tr ading the m  t o  the coas tal area. I t  i s  
not unreasonable that they had a language that w a s  d i s t inct. 

The Avavare s and Mar iames are also noted as having spoken d if ferent lan­
guages ; ye t t hey l i ved c l o se e nough f or t he Av a v are s t o  le ar n  t o  s pe a k  t he 
M ar i a me language ( C a m p be ll a n d  C a m p be l l  19 8 1 : 24) or d i a le c t .  The Avavare s 
e v i de n t l y  l i ve d ne ar t he l o wer Nue ce s R i ver , m a i n l y  in S a n P a tr i c i o  C o u n t y  
nor thwest o f  Cor pus Chr i s t i  Bay. Dur ing the summer prickly pear season ,  they 
r a nge d t hr o u g h  a f a ir l y  l arge are a ,  per h a p s  as f ar s o u t h  a s  Bena v i de s  i n  
central east Duval County (Campbell and Campbell 198 1 : 24). I t  is intere s t ing 
to note that several other groups also at t i mes occupied parts  of the Avavares' 
range , including the Anegados , Atayo s ,  Coayo s ,  Como s ,  Cutalchich , and even the 
Malicones.  When the Spaniards escaped from the Avavares at the end of pr ickly 
pear se a s o n ,  t he y  travele d to the c a m p  of t he Mal i a c o ne s ,  who a i de d  the m  by 
taking them on ( south or southwe s t) to the camp of  the Arbadoas (Campbe l l  and 
C a m p bell 198 1 : 29). T h i s  w o ul d  see m t o  ind i c a te t h a t  the M al i c one s  were o n  
be t ter ter m s  w i t h  t he Ar b a d a o s  t han w i t h  t he Av a v are s a n d  t ha t  the y  were 
familiar w i th the groups to the south or southwest (See Figure 2). 

Cabeza de Vaca implies the Mal icones were as soc iated w i th the Cutalchiches 
who had some sor t  of cere monial activity,  and the Mal icone s name may imply use 
of some sort of drug (M. Johns on 1985a). Perhaps the Malicones were obta ining 
mescal or peyote from the groups of the southwe st inland area for ceremonial 
use . 

Two groups located deeper inland were the Arbadaos and the Cuchendados ;  
they were said t o  have spoken a common l anguage , one presumably d i f ferent from 
the la nguage s  s p oken by t he gr o u p s  o u t l i ne d  a b o ve. The Ar b a d a o s  and C u che n­
d a d o s  nor mally l i ve d  to  t he s o u t h  and s o u t h we s t ,  in an are a c o ver ing m o s t  o f  
Jim Hogg County ,  nor theast of  Falcon Lake (Campbell and Campbell  198 1 : 37). In 
a recent cr itical rev iew of Ca mpbell and Campbe ll , LeRoy J ohnson ( 1985) a s ser t s  
a more southerly route for Cabeza de Vaca , cross ing the Rio Grande in Hidalgo 
County (near Reyno sa , Tamaul ipas). Such a route would place the Arbadaos and 
C u c hend a d o s  v i l l a ge s  ne arer the c o a s t ,  perhaps near the Brooks -Kenedy County 
line. 

Languages 

The Comecrudo language is associated w i th nor thern Tamaul ipas in the late 
1 600 s a n d  e ar l y  1 700 s i n  the are a ar o u n d  Re y n o s a. The C o t o na me language i s  
a l s o  kno w n  h i s t or i cally f r o m  s o u t her n H i d algo C o u n t y  a n d  a d j acent norther n 
T a m aul i p a s  (He s ter 1980 : 5 2). E i t her o f  the s e  language s  c o uld be a s s o c i a te d  
w i t h  C a bez a de V a c a' s  Ar b a d a o s  a n d  C u c he nd a d o s  gr o u p s  ( or even s o me o t her 
language) • 

I n  or der t o  de ter m ine w h i c h  o f  the gr o u p s  o c c u p y i n g  t he ce ntr a l  c o a s t al 
bend inland area (San Patricio , Nuece s ,  and Jim Wells Count ies) may have spoken 
a c o m m on l a n g u a ge , i t  w i ll be ne ce s s ar y  t o  u se a pr o ce s s  o f  e l i m ina t i o n. 
C a bez a de V a c a  f ir s t  kne w  the M ar i a me s ,  S u s o l a s , and Yguaze s w he n  t he y  were 
along the lower Guadalupe River in the area of  V ictoria,  Calhoun , Re fugio , and 
Goliad Counties. This seems to be the area where these groups spent most of the 
year. Keeping this in mind , they can be el iminated as  seasonal intruders into 
the S an P a tr i c i o ,  N ue ce s , and J i m  We l l s  C o un t ie s  are a .  S i nce t he C u t a l c h i c h  
"re t ur ne d  to  the ir o w n  c o untry" ( pr o b a b l y  f ur t her u p  t he Nue ce s  Ri ver), t he y  
can a l s o  be el im inated as  seasonal vis i t ors. In add i t ion , the Mal icone s were 
more closely associated w i th groups to the southwes t ,  and perhaps could a l s o  be 
el iminated . 



As a further bas is for remov ing s ome of  the groups , it  can be remem be red 
that Cabeza de Vaca implied that the Cuta lchuche s ,  Mal iacones ,  Mariame s ,  and 
Yguazes spoke languages dif ferent from the Avavares. And the Camoles and Los 
de Los Higos were shorel ine groups who probably spoke Karankawa. 

This leaves f ive groups in the San Patricio,  Nueces ,  and Jim Wells Coun­
t i e s  a r e a  w h o  m a y  have s h a r e d  a c omm o n  l a nguage o r  p r o b a b l y  s poke a t  l e a s t  a 
dialect of  the same language. These g roups were the Avavare s ,  Anegados ,  Ata­
yos , Coayos and the Comos. 

In var ious late r  historical documents we f ind that prior to 1733 there was 
a c l u s t e r  o f  g r o u p s  c a l l e d  t he P am a q u e  who o c c u p i e d  the w e s t e rn p o r t ions  o f  
Nueces and San Patricio Counties (Campbell and Campbell 198 1:44). This name is 
Spanish for "people of  the plains" or "people of  the south" (M. Johnson 1985b). 
W h a t  i s  i n t e r e s t ing i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the Pam a q u e  i s  a l s o  c om p o s e d  o f  f i ve 
different groups; they are: Camasuqua , Sarapjon, Taguaguan , Tinap ihuaya , and 
V i ayan.  C o u l d i t  be po s s i b l e  that  t h e s e  f i v e  h i s t o r i c  g r o u p s  a r e  t h e  f i v e 
g r o u p s  that C a b e z a  de V a c a  r e p o r t e d  l i v i n g  i n  the s am e  a r e a? C o u l d i t  be 
p o s s i b l e  tha t the Avav a r e s  ( wh o s e  nam e  m e ans seed or  f r u i t  harv e s t e r s) o f  
Cabeza de Vaca equate with the Taguaguan (harmless people o r  fruit eaters) of  
later documents (M.  Johnson 1985a and b)? 

C o u l d  i t  be p o s s i b l e  tha t C a b e z a  de  Vaca ' s  Ana g a d o s  ( wh o s e  nam e can b e  
interpreted a s  "water logged shi p , "  who were trad ing with the Camoles , and who 
probably went out to Padre Is land to see the Tellez and Pena losa barge) m ight 
equate with the Tinapihuaya? The Tinap ihuaya name implies carry ing po ttery in 
l e a the r ne t t ing (M . John s o n  198 5 b) ;  t h e y  m ay have b e e n  c a r ry i ng j a r s  o f  nu t s ,  
seed s ,  o r  dried tunas out to the is land to trade with coas tal groups ( the Manos 
de Perros who may equate with Cabeza de  Vaca ' s  Camoles). 

In the same light , the Cutalchich of Cabeza de Vaca m ight also be related 
to hist or ical groups.  If they indeed sp oke a dif ferent language or dialect and 
if their "own country" was farther up the Nueces River,  then they may have been 
a group known later as Pampopa (Spanish for "behind the plain").  The Pam popa 
w e r e  kno w n  a s  e a r l y  a s  1708 and w e re s e e n  o n  the M e d ina R i v e r  and in p r e s e n t  
M cM u l l e n ,  L i ve Oak , and L a S a l l e  C o un t i e s  a l ong t h e  Nue c e s  and F r i o  R i v e r  
(Campbell and Campbell 1981:45-48). Pampopa was probably a collective name for 
groups living in that region, just as Pamaque is a collect ive name for "people 
o f  t h e  s o u t h . "  

CONCLUSIONS 

Much more is known about the protohis toric Indian groups along the central 
and s o u t h e rn T e x a s  c o a s t  t han w a s  t h ough t p o s s i b l e  a de cade or t w o  a g o .  
B e c a u s e  o f  the v e r y  v a l ua b l e  w o rks b y  Cam p b e l l  and Cam p b e l l ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
progress has been made. They have even iden t i f ied the Mariam e  w i th the Muruam 
of M i s sion San Antonio de Valero ( 1722-176 2) , and the Yguazes (Iguaz) with the 
O a z  o f  Gue r r e ro , Co ahu i l a  in 1708 and t h e  Agua s t ay a  o f  M i s s i o n  San An t o n i o  
l a t e r  tha t c e n t u r y ;  s u c h  f i ndings a r e  n o w  w e l l  a c c e p t e d  ( s e e  LeRoy John s o n 
1985:346-347) . They have also equated the his toric Arcahomo o f  M i ss ion E s pada 
w i t h  C a b e z a  de V a c a ' s  p r o t oh i s t o r i c  Com o  ( C am p b e l l  and Cam p b e l l  198 1:4 1 ;  
1985: 6 0 - 6 1) and have e v a l u a t e d  Aranam a  a s  a s e p a r a t e  language ( C am p b e l l  and 
Cam pbell 1985:74). They have made us all  much more conscious o f  the ethnic and 
lingu i s t ic diversity that was present in central and southern Texas and adja­
cent areas of  Mexico. 

Unfor tunately, the relationship of most of  the groups named by Cabeza de 
V a c a  a l ong the Texas  c o a s t  to the g r o u p s  m e n t i o ned in l a t e r  d o c um e n t s  m u s t  
remain speculat ive. Unless some new ev idence i s  located, it  probably can never 
be stated with certa inty which groups were actually related , even though there 
are tantaliz ing bits of evidence to sugges t  some may have been. I hope that my 
speculat ions w i ll encourage more resea rch and discuss ion of  these very fasc ina­
t i ng groups.  
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THE KARANKAWA INDIANS OF THE TEXAS COAST: Folklore Versus Fact 

Herman A. Smith 

ABSTRACT 

This paper examines ethnohistoric and archaeological evidence on the 
Karankawa Indians of the central Texas Coast, who were reported to be both 
giants and cannibals. 

INTRODUCTION 

Padre Island, the great barrier island of the Texas Coastal Bend, protects 
a vast number of inland bays and estuaries that were once the home of one of 
the most interesting and enigmatic aboriginal populations of North America--the 
Karankawa Indians. Little known and much maligned, the Karankawas were said to 
be a race of fierce cannibals who were described as "giants" by the European 
intruders early in the Hispanic period. They resisted every effort by the 
Europeans to "civilize" them and literally fought to the last man for the right 
to roam the islands and bays of the Texas Coast unrestricted by the will of the 
white man. For over 300 years the Karankawas were locked in deadly combat with 
the Spanish, French, Mexicans, Anglo colonists, marauding Comanches and Lipan 
Apaches, all of whom imposed themselves upon the Karankawa heartland. 

Out of this struggle was born a kind of conventional wisdom in coastal 
Texas that the Karankawas were somehow different from the other Texas Indians 
in that they were extraordinarily fierce, tall and robust people, very skilled 
in the use of the bow and arrow and were reportedly given to the consumption of 
human flesh. 

The present paper proposes an evaluation of the folklore within the 
available archaeological and ethnohistorical frameworks. To what extent are 
the tales of the "giant cannibals" supported by the archaeological and historic 
evidence? 

THE KARANKAWA AS "GIANTS" 

It must be remembered that "giant" is a relative term. The descriptions 
of the Karankawas that have come down to us from the early European observers 
must be taken in context. That is to say, one must be aware that the average 
European male in the early years of exploration and colonization of the New 
World, was by present height standards, quite short. 

Data for the period are sparse, but, as Bowles (193 2) reports from a study 
at Harvard University, the stature of European man has increased in the last 
three centuries. The average height of American revolutionary war soldiers was 
17 2.51 cm based on a sample of 3 15 soldiers actually measured. This corre­
sponds to a height of something slightly over 5'5'� The height of sailors from 
a slightly later period (17 66 to 1805) shows a markedly shorter height; a mean 
of 16 9.21 cm or roughly 5'2". As Bowles suggests, this disparity may be a 
result of the desire to recruit small men for shipboard living. The geographic 
and racial extraction of those two groups is essentially the same, as is the 
age component. 

Measurements of Italians from the period 1855 to 18 96 showed an increase 
in overall height of males from a mean of 16 2.4 cm to 16 4.5 cm or from 5' O"to 
5'2". Swiss Army recruits bet�.,een the years 17 92 and 187 2  actually increased 
in average height from a mean of 155.5 cm to 16 5.0 cm, or from about 5 1" to 
5 '3 " .  

On a more pragmatic level, a visit to the nearest museum where clothing 
and armor of the 16th and 17 th centuries may be viewed will certainly show the 
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diminutive stature of the European male (and female). It is perhaps illustra­
ti ve to note that General R obert E. Lee was only 5' 1 " . Only three general 
officers in the entire Confederate Army were over 6 feet tall. Let us now 
examine the comments of eyewitnesses relative to the height and robusticity of 
the Karankawas. 

Ethnohistoric Data 

Cabeza de Vaca, the first European to encounter the Karankawas following a 
series of unfortunate events that cast him upon the coast of Texas in 1 5 2 8, 
described the Karankawas as "Indian bow men, who, if they were not large, our 
fears made them giants." He also comme nted that they were "large and well­
formed" (Smith, 1871; Bandelier 190 5). 

Nearly two centuries passed before Europeans again encountered the Karan­
kawas (and lived to tell about it). In 1 6 8 5  the French explorer Robert Cava­
lier, Sieur de La Salle, landed at Matagorda Bay and established Fort St. Louis 
on Garcitas Creek, but survivors of that ill-fated expedition did not record 
observations of the Karankawa stature. 

A fe w years later, in 1 7 20, one of Bernard de La Harpe's intrepid 
captains, Jean Beranger, sailed into Aransas Bay through Aransas Pass. A 
skilled navigator and map maker (his map of the area survives and is accurate 
enough for navigation purposes today), Beranger was a trained observer who met, 
traded with, and actually measured a number of Karankawa men who came aboard 
his ship while at anchor in Rockport Bay. Impressed with the size of the 
Karankawas, Beranger reported: 

'�hey are tall, plump and shapely. I have measured some of 
them six feet two inches tall. " 

The French foot, in common use in 1 7 20, was 32. 51 cm in contrast with the 
English, and subsequent U.S., foot which is 30.4 8 cm. Thus a Karankawa 
measured by Beranger at 6 ' 2" would be nearly 6 ' 6" by our present standards 
(Carroll 19 83). 

Jean Louis Berlandier, French naturalist in the employ of the Mexican 
government between 1828 and 1834, encountered the Karankawa during a commis­
sioned survey of what was to eventually become South Texas. He reported: 

"They are men of tall stature, from five French feet, eight 
inches to five feet ten inches. Their bearing is arrogant and 
all are remarkably robust" (Berlandier 1969). 

Translated into present terms of measurement, these Karankawa would have 
been between 6 '0" and 6 ' 2", tall ••• and robust. 

Early Texans were also impressed with the stature of the Karankawas, 
commenting that they frequently exceeded six feet in height and were well 
proportioned (Kuykendall 1903; Jenkins 19 58). Stephen F. Austin described the 
Karankawas as " ••• tall men of a stout, magnificent exterior" (Gatschet 1 891). 
W. B. DeWees, in 1 8 23, reported that the Karankawas could " ••• with very great 
propriety be termed a race of giants; their general height is over six feet, 
and they are stoutly built" (DeWees 19 68). 

Another eyewitness discussed the disparity between the physical properties 
of the Karankawa and their northern neighbors, the Atakapa speakers of the 
upper Texas Coast: 

"The (Atakapa) men were short in stature ••• they seemed to 
have no racial affinities with the tall, slender and agile 
Karankawas" (Dyer 191 7). 



Gat s che t (1891) adds the following comment in the on ly ethn ologi cal study 
of the K arankawa, pu bli shed by Harvard' s Peabody Museum: 

"Al l w i tn e s s e s  f r om e a r l i e r  an d l a t e r  e p o c h s  a r e  un an im o u s  in 
d e s c r i b ing t h e i r  m en as v e ry t a l l, m agn i f i c en t ly f o rm e d, s t r ongly bu i l t  an d 
app roaching perfection in their bodi ly proportions. Many southerners regarded 
them as giant s." 

Archaeo l og i cal Data 

An thropom e t ric exam ination of Karankawa ske letal remains by W oodbury and 
Woodbury (193 5) in volved the measuremen t  of 16 coas tal sk eletons and led these 
au t h o r s  t o  c on c lude that t hey r e p r e s en t e d a phy s i c al type n o t  u s u a l l y f oun d 
among North American Indians.  The skeletal materials con f i rmed the fact that 
the Karankawas w e re an unusually tall people. 

A poorly preserved Karankawa burial excavated in southern Kleberg County, 
Tex a s  in 1979 by D r. M a l com S hum an o f  Texas A&I  Un ive r s i t y w a s v i e w e d  by t h e  
present author. L ong bones w ere f ragment ary but th e mandible was intact, and 
i t  w a s m e a s u r e d  in a c c o r d an c e  w i t h p r o c ed u r e s  o u t l in e d  by B a s s  (1971) . 
According to the rough s core derived f rom various measurements  of  the mandible, 
a number value of 75 to 80 w ould ind i cate a rel at ively small individual; 80 to 
8 5  a m o d e r a t e  to l a rg e p e r s on. Th e s c or e d e r i ve d  f o r  th i s  K a r an k a w a  m a l e  o f  
ap proxim ately 35  years o f  age was 97, cert ain ly sugg es t ing that this individual 
falls w ith in a category that can only be des cribed as large. 

The scant archaeolog i cal data suggest the estimations of the s ize of the 
Karankawas are in con cert w i th the ethnohi s t o ric data. The obvious conclusion 
is t h a t  in re l a t i v e t e rm s, t h e  K a ran k aw a In d i an s  o f  t h e  Tex a s  C o a s t  w e r e, in 
f a c t, much l a rg e r  than th e i r  E u r o p e an coun t e r p a r t s .  I t  i s  n o t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  
im agine a European o f  5 ' 2" o r  s o  confron t ing a 6 ' 6" Karankaw a and com ing aw ay 
w i th the impression that the Indian w as a "g iant." To put th is all in pers pec­
t i v e, i t  i s  sugg e s t e d  th at the r e ad e r  t ak e  a s t r o l l  on t o  a f o o t ba l l  f i e l d  or  
basketball court occupied by presen t-day professional players. The experience 
w i l l  give new dimension to the word "intimidation." 

THE KARANKAWAS AS CANNI BALS 

C ann i ba l i sm among th e ab o r ig in a l  p o pu l a t i on s  o f  the N e w  W o r l d  i s  w e l l  
d o cum en t ed (H a r r i s  197 5 ;  W ea v e r  197 2 ;  B u rn s  19 5 6) . V a r i o u s  f o rm s  o f  " r i t u a l  
cannibalism" w ere w idesp read and were d i s t inct from the cus tom o f  eating human s  
as f o o d. M o s t  Texas In d i an s  a t e  s e l e c t e d  p o r t i on s  o f  th e i r  d e a d  or  dy ing 
en em ies as a w ay of exact ing supreme veng ean ce or ritually gaining the st reng th 
or cou rage of the opponen t  (New comb 1961). A few Texas groups went beyond what 
has been called "ceremoni al" cann ibal ism and consumed hum an f lesh w ith impunity 
(N e w com b  1961 ; J en k in s  19 5 8 ;  F o lm e r  194 0 ;  Sm i t hw i ck 190 0 ;  G a t s c h e t  1 891) . 
Th e s e  g r oups in c l ud e  the C a d d o, A t ak a p a, T onkawa, C om an c he an d W i ch i t a, a l l  
neigh bors o f  the Karankaw as. 

Ethnolog i cal Evidence 

The K a rankaw as have f re q u en t ly b e en d e s c r i be d  a s  c ann i b a l s ;  G a t s ch e t  
(1891) ce rtain ly had no doubts when h e  s t ated: 

" T h e  f a c t  i s  c e r t a in t h a t  th e s e  p e o p l e  ( t he K a rankaw as) 
w ere an th ropophagists (canni bals) up to  the beg inning of  the 19th 
cen tury. " 
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In spite of a reputation to the contrary, direct eyewitness accounts of 
Karankawa cannibalism are all but non-existent. The only account of con­
sumption of human flesh on the part of the Karankawas that can be called 
anything but hearsay evidence is the narrative of the Talon brothers, who were 
captured by the Karankawas when La Salle� settlement was destroyed at Fort St. 
Louis. Liberated after several years as captives of the Karankawas, the 
brothers stated that the Karankawas never ate the flesh of slain Frenchmen but 
were in the habit of eating the bodies of their Indian enemies. Jean-Baptiste 
Talon said he was offered nothing but the cooked flesh of a slain Ayonai Indian 
for three days but refused it, preferring to starve to death if necessary 
(Gatschet 189 1). 

Aside from this single account, no reliable first-person reports of canni­
balism have come down to us. Cabeza de Vaca makes no mention of the practice 
among the Karankawas and states flatly that the Karankawas were outraged upon 
learning of Spanish cannibalism among shipwreck survivors. Several Spaniards 
ate their dead comrades as a last-ditch survival strategy, and it is possible 
that the Karankawa made a clear distinction between endocannibalism and exocan­
nibalism. That is to say, consumption of one's dead enemy was culturally 
accepted; eating a dead friend was something else ( Smith 18 7 1). 

The reputation of the Karankawas as cannibals is apparently based on 
second-hand reports and indirect evidence. As early as 17 20 Beranger reported: 

"They ( the Karankawas ) are rascals and eat their enemies" 
(Carroll 19 8 3 ). 

A Spanish priest, on an inspection tour of the missions in East Texas in 
17 6 7 -68, obviously did not think highly of the Karankawas when he commented: 

"They eat locusts, lice and even human flesh" (De Solls 
1932) . 

Bol ton ( 1 9 1 4 ) quotes Athanase de Mez ieres in the follow ing na rrat i ve, 
circa 1760: 

"The Caranqaques nation • • •  are terrible to shipwrecked peo­
ple, as was shown ••• by the sad experience of the Chevalier Gremer 
who grounded there ( St. Joseph's Island ), leaving about 6 0  com­
panions who died at the hands of these islanders, finding no 
other graves than the voracious stomachs of the above-mentioned 
Indians . "  

In 18 28 ,  Berlandier (1969 ) commented: 

'�hat truly cannibalistic tribe had spread terror among all 
the (shipwrecked) mariners because formerly, and perhaps still in 
our day, they ate their enemies." 

John C. Duval, another pioneer Texan, saw his first Karankawa near Goliad 
in 18 3 6 .  He wrote that he had been told the Karankawas were cannibals and 
shortly after this encounter a number of Karankawas captured, killed and "bar­
bequed" several Americans. The enraged settlers sent an expedition against the 
Karankawas and reportedly succeeded in "exterminating the whole tribe with the 
exception of a small remnant that fled to Mexico" (Duval 19 3 6 ). 

One peculiar practice described by two 18th century Spanish priests in­
cludes the abduction of children for deferred consumption. Although not wit­
nesses to the act, the priests were told by Karankawa men at the Mission 
Espiritu Santo de ZUiiga that: 



"W hen one nat i on mak e s  w ar w i t h an o t h e r, t h e  on e t h a t  
c onque r s  p u t s  all the old m en and old w om en t o  t h e  kn i f e  and 
ca r r i e s  o f f  the l i t tle ch ild r en f o r  f o od t o  e a t  al ong t h e  w ay" 
(D e  S oIls 1931 ; M o r f i  193-2). 

Th e r e  w e r e  dissenting opinions, o f  c o u r s e .  Aus t in H oll ey, S t e ph en F. 
Aus t in's cous in, held a d i f f e rent view of the K arankawas: 

"They w e r e  p o pula rly bel i eved t o  be cann i b al s, and m any 
t al e s  of m o st f r ig h tful im p o r t  w e re t old of t hem ; s u ch as, i f  
t ru e, it m u s t b e  ackn o wl edg ed, w e re s u f f i c i en t ly a p p a ll ing t o  
check the enterprise and d amp the ardour o f  the most eager adven­
t u r e r. The s e  r e p r es en t a t i ons o f  t h e  C ar an c ahu a s, th o ug h  in a 
m ea s u r e  t ru e, w e r e  g r e a tly exagg e r a t ed ;  and i t  i s  b el i ev ed by 
many that they w ere ei ther fabricated or at least coun tenanced by 
the Spanish authorities  to  preven t  in tercourse with the P rovince, 
which was not easy to  guard by m ilit ary f orce" (Hat che r 1933). 

Archaeo log ical Evid ence 

What archaeological eviden ce supports  the as sertions of Karankaw a cann i­
balism? The sad fact is very few archaeologi cal investigations of Karankaw a 
s i t e s  have b e en c a r r i ed out  a l ong t h e  l o w e r  c en t r al Tex a s  C o a s t w h i c h hav e  
y i e ld ed any hum an bon e  o t h e r  than b u r i als. D r. D e e  Ann S t o ry excav a t ed a 
port ion of a Karankawa site  at Ingles ide Cove near Co rpus Chri s t i  but d id not 
report ev idence that w ould con t ribu t e  to the body of  archaeolog i cal d ata con­
cern ing cann i ba lism (Story 1968). 

The present author has conducted inves t igations at three small Karankaw a 
ex t r a c t i on s i t e s  and a l a rg e  bas e c am p  in t h e  B a f f in B ay a r e a  o f  s o u t h e rn 
K l e be rg C o un ty, T ex a s .  A s ingle hum an bon e  w as r e c ov e r ed f r om a m idd en c on­
taining numerous d eer, bird, f i sh and small mammal bones. The bone is a right 
d i s t a l  e p i phy s i s  of a hum e rus f r om a ch i ld of a p p r ox im a t ely 7 y e a r s  of ag e.  
The bon e  has b e en bu rn ed and bears s c a r s  t hat a r e  p r o bably cu t m arks. In my 
opin i on, these cut marks are the result of butche ring. This s ing le bone con­
s t i tutes the only exi s t ing archaeolog i cal ev id en ce f o r  K a r an k aw a cann i bal i sm 
but certainly "a s ingle swallow does not a summer make." 

CONCLUSIONS 

The lack of corroborat ive ev idence for canni balism amongst the Karankawas 
is und oubtedly a reflection of the paucity of archaeolog i cal research in the 
K ar ankaw a hom el and . A r c h a e ol og i cal ev id en c e  for consumption of human f lesh 
s ho u ld b e  highly v i s i ble and n e ed s t o  be l o ok ed f o r  as K a r ankaw a s i t e s  a r e  
inv e s t ig a t ed .  I n  s umm ary, t h e  v e ry s c an t a r chae o l og i c al ev id en ce c e r t a in ly 
s ugg e s t s  that  t h e  e t hn oh i s t o r i c  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  K a rankaw a s  a r e  s u b s t an t i ally 
c o r r e c t ;  they w e r e  ind e ed g i an t s  rel a t iv e  t o  o t h e r Ind i an s  and S p an i s h  ex­
plorers. It is highly probab le that they were cannibals as w ell. 
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ADDITIONAL DATA FOR BANDERA COUNTY SITES 

L. W. Patterson 

ABSTRACT 

Lithic m aterial s  are reported f ro m  three site s  in Bandera County, Texas 
(41 BN 8, 11, and 12). The se projectile points docume nt use of  thes e  sites in 
E a r l y  to L at e  A r c h ai c  ti m e s  as w e l l  a s  d u ri n g  t h e  L at e  P r e hi st o ri c. Othe r 
a rti f a ct s r e c o v e r e d  i n c l u d e  g r a v e r s, p ri s m atic b l a d e s, c o r e s, and po s si b l e  
unifacial a r r o w  point e l e ments. 

INTRODUCTION 

I n f o r m at i o n  h a s  b e e n  p u b li s h e d  on p r e hi st o ri c  sit e s  41 BN 8 ( P at t e r s o n  
1974) a n d  4 1  B N  1 1  ( P att e r s o n 1978) i n  B a n d e r a  C o unty, T e x a s  ( S e e  Figu r e  1 ) .  
Both o f  the s e  sites have large burned rock middens. Additiona l sur face collec­
ti o n s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  o n  t he s e  s it e s  w h i c h  wi l l  b e  s u m m a ri z e d  h e r e. A l s o, 
enough diagnostic artifacts have now been found on a nearby site, 41 BN 1 2, to 
warrant publication of a brie f des c ription of this site. 

Data fro m  the se sites de monstrate a long prehistoric occupation s equence 
in s o ut h- c e nt r a l  B a n d e r a  C o unty, s t a rting at l e a s t  as e a r l y  as the E a r ly Ar­
chaic period and continuing through the Late P rehistoric. An Archaic hunting 
and gathering lifeway is indicated for the occupants o f  these sites, a lthough 
the exact function of large burned rock middens has sti ll not been completely 
re s o lv e d. Thi s i s  not a uni q u e  p r o b l e m  f o r  c e nt r a l  T e x a s. The f uncti o n  of 
si milar burned rock middens in the Trans-Pecos region of  Texas and in south­
ea stern New Mexico also re mains to be reso lved. 

Intensive surface col lecting appears to be the best method of  obtaining 
data from the s e  specific sites. Signi ficant stratification doe s not seem to be 
present at thes e  locations, j udging by the mixture of artifacts from dif fe rent 
ti me periods that are found on the def lated surfaces of the sites. 

n 

~ 
I 

Figure 1. Map showing southern T exas counties. Darkened area is Bandera County. 



Site 41 BN 8 
-- - - -

S i t e  4 1  B N  8 h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a l a r g e  a r e a  w i t h  t h r e e  
large burned rock middens (Pat terson 1974). Flint artifact s and debitage are 
scat tered over the ent ire area of this s i t e. 

M o r e  f lake s and m i s c e l lane o u s  c o r e s  have b e e n  c o l l e c t e d, b u t  t h e s e  ma­
terials appear to be of the same general nature as the same types of  mate rials 
previously described (Ibid). Heat t reat ing of f l int was done here, as shown by 
the w axy l us t e r  o f  f lake s ca r  s u r f a c e s  and p o t  lid su r f a c e  f r a c t u r e s  o f  s o me · 
specimens. There i s  a low percentage of formal unifacial tool types. As for 
many prehis toric sites in this region, the u t i l ized f lake is  the predominant 
tool type. Three addit ional gravers have also been recovered from the site.  

P ro j e c t i l e  p o i n t  t y p e s  p r e v io u s ly reported (Pat terson 1974:Figure 1) in­
c l u d e  F r i o ,  Travi s- l i ke and unc l a s s i f i ed d a r t  p o i n t s, and Sca l l orn a r r o w  
p o in t s .  S p e c i me n s  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  Aba sol o and Ang ostura 
p o i n t s a r e  p r o b a b l y  p r e f o r m s .  N e w  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  f i nd s  f o r  t h i s  s i t e  a r e  
shown i n  Figure 2 .  Following Prewitt ' s  ( 198 1 : F igure 4) chronology f o r  central 
Texas, Early Archaic points from this s i t e  now include Gower-like (w ith impact 
f lu t e), G o wer , Mar tinda l e  and E a r l y  T r i a n g u l a r  t y p e s. M i d d l e  Archaic t y p e s  
include R olan, Travis- l ike and B ulverde p o i nt s .  T h e  L a t e  A r c h a i c  i s  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  b y  M ontell and Fri o p o i n t s, and Scall orn a r r o w  p o i n t s f o und h e r e  are 
from t h e  L a t e  P r ehi s t o r i c .  P r o j e c t i l e p o i nt t y p o l og y  u s e d  h e r e  f o l lo w s  t h e  
descript ions given b y  Suhm and Jelks ( 1962) and Turner and Hes t e r  ( 1985). 

Twenty-eight unclassified dart point fragments have now been found, along 
w i t h  nine d a r t  p o i n t  p r e f o r m s  and one a r r o w  p o i n t  p r e f o r m .  T w o  o f  t h e  d a r t  
point fragment s have expanding s t e m s  and one dart point fragment (Figure 2,L) 
has an impact f lute. 

A t o t a l  o f  88 p r i s ma t i c  b l a d e s  have now been d o c u m e n t e d, m o s t  having 
w i d t h s  b e t w e e n  8 and 1 5  m m. The l i t h i c  c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  six b la d e  c o r e  
f ra g m e n t s  a n d  t w o  s ma l l  b l a d e  c o r e s  t h a t  have b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  
(Pa t t e r s on 197 6 : F i g u r e  1 ) .  As  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t ioned (Pa t t e r s on 1974, 1976), 
some pris matic blade segments may have been used to make unifacial arrow point 
e lements. 

S i t e  41 BN 1 1  

S i te 41 BN 1 1  (Patterson 1978) i s  located in the same general area a s  Site 
4 1  B N  8,  and h a s  a s i n g l e  l a r g e  burned rock m i dden.  F l i n t  a r t i f a c t s  and 
deb itage are scatt e red around this midden. 

Addit ional f l int f lake s and cores recovered f rom 41 BN 1 1  are s i milar to 
the collection previously described (Pa tterson 1978 :23). New pro jectile point 
finds shown in Figure 3 include R olan, Mar tinda l e  and B ulverde types. E leven 
unclassif ied dart point fragments were also recovered. The total projectile 
point collect ion from this site  now includes G o wer , Mar tindal e and Early Trian­
gular points f rom the Early Archaic period; B ulverde and R olan points from the 
Middle Archaic; and Fri o and Fairland points from the Late Archaic. Spec imens 
previous ly identified as possible fragment s from Abasol o ,  Plainvi ew and Ang os­

tura points (Patterson 1978:Figure 1) remain problemat ic. 

S it e  41 BN 12 

Site 41 BN 12 is  a s mall s i te located seve ral hundred feet f rom Site 41 BN 
8. It  is not connec ted with any bu rned rock midden. Art i fac t s  were found in 
an area about 30 feet in diameter.  P ro je c t i le pOints from this site  shown in 
F igure 3 include P edernal es, R olan and F r i o  types. This s i t e  appears to have 
art ifacts that cover some port ions of the Middle and Late Archaic periods. All 
R olan point s shown in this art icle have the beve led stem edges t ypical of this 
p o i n t  type. 

2 1  



22 

B 

I \ 

E F 

I J 

o 
I, !!"'" I """".I 

eM 

{ 

, 

G 

5 
I 

\ 
t 

I 
\ 

D 

1M 
H 

L 

F igure 2 .  P roj ect ile P o int s f rom S it e  4 1  BN 8 . A ,  Gower-l ike ; B ,  Gower ; C, Frio ; 
D, Mart indale ; E ,  Montell ; F ,  Unc la s s if ied ; G, H ,  K ,  No lan ; I ,  Early 
Tr iangular ; J, B ulverde prefo rm ;  L, Unc la s s if ied . A and L have impact 
f lute s. 
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Figure 3 .  Proj ectile Points from Sites 4 1  BN 1 1  and 4 1  BN 1 2 .  
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S ite 4 1  BN 1 1 :  A, Nolan ; B, Mart indal e ;  C ,  Bulverde 
Site 4 1  BN 1 2 :  D ,  Ped ernales ; E ,  Nolan ; F ,  Frio 
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In ad d i t i o n  to p r o j e c t i l e p o i nt s ,  the l i t h i c  c o l l e c t i o n  f r o m  t h i s  s i t e  
includes one dart po int preform f ragment , two miscellaneous core s ,  a miscella­
neous biface , four thick f l int pieces  and 1 8  flakes.  

SUMMARY 

T h i s ar t i c l e h a s  s u m m a r i z e d  add i t i o n a l  d a t a  f r o m  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i ng on 
three preh is toric s i t e s  in south cent ral Bandera County. Analys is  of projec­
t i l e p o i n t  s t y l e s  i nd i c a t e s  a long- t i m e , s t a b l e  s e t t l e m ent p a t t e r n f o r  t h i s  
a r e a , w i t h  hun t i ng a s  o n e  m a j o r  s ub s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i ty .  T h e  p r e s e nc e  o f  l a rg e  
b u r n e d  r o c k  m i d d e n s  m a y  i n d i c a t e  p r o c e s s i ng o f  p l a n t  f o od m a t e r i a l s ,  b u t  
details o n  t h i s  subject remain t o  b e  re solved. 
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ABSTRACT 

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE ALLEN HAAG RANCH : A SURVEY OF GO S S  CREE K ,  
KENDALL COUNTY , TEXAS 

Rita Neureuthe r 

Al though r ich in archaeolog ical material s ,  Kendall Count y ' s  archaeolog ical 
resources have been l i t t l e  inve s t igated or documented. A survey o f  Gos s  Creek, 
a t r ibutary of the Guadalupe River ,  was carried out for the purpose o f  enhan­
c ing archaeological kno w ledge of the a rea. 

INTRODUCTION 

In the Spring of 1 982  ( March , Apr i l  and May) , volunteers f rom the Southern 
Texas Archaeological As s o c ia tion (STAA) conduc ted surveys along Goss C reek on 
the Allen and Vera Haag Ranch. Acc e s s  to the ranch and the mot ivat ional drive 
for the surveys were accompli shed by Cecil Peel. Mr. Peel has been a s tead f a s t  
member o f  STAA and the Texa s  Archeological Socie t y ,  and has a l s o  part icipated 
i n  a w i d e  va r i e t y  o f  U T S A- CAR p r o j e c t s .  T h e  s u r v e y  on Go s s  C r e e k  i s  a r e s u l t  
o f  his int e re s t  in the archaeology o f  the area. Cec il Peel was aware o f  s o me 
o f  t h e  a r c ha e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t he a r e a  f o r  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  and f e l t  
the re was a need for f ormal documentat ion o f  the s i t e s .  Thanks t o  the e f f o r t s  
o f  C e c i l  Pee l ,  t he interest and h e l p  o f  the Allen Haags , and members o f  STAA, a 
port ion of Kendall County ,  adm i t t edly small , has now been int ens ively surveyed 
and documented. 

The survey was conducted on weekend s w i t h  vary ing numbers o f  volunt e e r s .  
S t eve B lack and Denn i s  Knepper p rovided technical as s i s tance and guidance for 
the g r o u p .  M a n y  of u s  n e o p h y t e  s u r v e y o r s  b e n e f i t e d f r o m  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n .  
Dennis Kne pper and S teve Black also compiled a brief summary o f  the work , w i th 
draw ing s  of the art i f ac t s .  In add i t io n ,  S t eve Black prepared a catalog of the 
s i t e s  and a part ial pho tographic record. 

THE AREA 

The Haag Ranch l i e s  about midway bet ween S is t e rdale and Kendalia , in the 
Central port ion o f  Kendall County ( see F igure 1 ) .  Kendall County is loca ted in 
South Cent ral Texas on the southern port ion of the Edwards P la teau ( S e l lard s ,  

KENDALL (oUNry 

F igure 1 .  Locat ion o f  Kendall Coun t y  and the Al l en Haag Ranch . 
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Adk i n s  and P l u m m e r  1 9 3 2). I t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  B a l c o n i an b i o t i c  p r o v ince 
( B l a i r  195 0). T h e  a r e a  is  t y p i c a l  o f  what is  kno w n  l o c a l l y a s  "The Hi l l  
C o u n t r y "  ( s e e  F i g u r e  2). " I n  g e ne ra l , t h e  up l ands a r e  rugged e xp an s e s  o f  
l i mes tone , w i th sparse vegetat ion cons i s t ing of scrub cedar,  blackjack, live 
oak , shin oak , post oak and short grasse s... Major vegetat ional fo rms found in 
t e r r a c e - f lood p l a i n  l o c a l e s  i n c l u d e  l i v e  oak,  p e r s i m m on , b l a c k  w a lnut , mul­
b e r r y ,  p e c a n ,  m e s q u i t e ,  p r i c k l y  p e a r  ( and o c c a s ional y u c c a) ,  and t a l l  to  mid 
g r a s s e s. In t h e  r i p a r i a n  env i r o n s  a l o n g  s t r e a m  c o u r s e s ,  v e g e t a t i o n  b e c o m e s  
conside rably more dens e ,  dominated b y  l ive oak, pe rsimmon, walnut and vines" 
(Bass  and He ster 1975). 

Anglo-American sett le ment of the area began primari ly in the 1840s. Some 
of the f i r s t  s e t t lers were highly educated Ger mans who f led their homeland as 
pol i t ical refugees. There are many histo rical sites  of the se f irst  s e t t lers in 
the area. The most w e ll-known community is historic S is terdale. It was set­
t l e d  b y  G e r m an i n t e l l e c t ua l s  in the l a t e  1 8 4 0 s  and w a s  kno w n  a s  the La t i n 
Community in i t s  early day s .  Dr. Knapp was one of the more p rom inent members 
of the community. He e s tablished a heal t h  s pa in S isterdale because the waters 
there were believed to be a curat ive (Flach 1973). 

The e c o n o m y  o f  the a r e a  d e v e l o p e d  p r i ma r i l y ar ound r an c h i n g , w i th the 
r a i s ing o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of  c a t t l e ,  s h e e p ,  and g o a t s. Much of  this  rugged 
t e r r a i n  i s  un s u i t a b l e  for f a r m ing e x c e p t  in t h e  l o w l a n d s  and r i ver bo t t o m s .  
Th i s  c o nd i t i on h a s  a i d e d  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  s o me o f  t h e  a r ch a e o l o g i c a l  re­
mains , as they have not been dis turbed by plow ing or other commercial act ivi­
ties. Some areas , unfortunately,  have been des t royed by chain ing (a proce ss of 
land c l e a r ing invo l v ing the u s e  of h e a v y  chains  t o  u p r o o t  t r e e s  and brush) , 
r e l i c  c o l l e c t i ng , and , m o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  b y  c o m m e r c i a l  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  t r e e s  f o r  
p la n t  nurseries. 

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s , s u ch "pro g r e s s "  h a s  b e e n  e n c r o a c h ing i n t o  t h e  a r e a  as 
ranches are sold and subdiv ided for hous ing lots. The result of this has been 
the d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s i t e s  and l o s s  o f  a p o r t ion o f  t h e  a r cha e o l o g i c a l  r e c o rd. 
Yet substantial areas remain that are archaeologically prist ine. These areas 
can provide unb iased archaeological informat ion that could s ignificant ly add to 
our know l e dg e  of p r e h i s t o r i c  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r ns and l i f e w a y s  f o r  t h e  H i l l  
Country. Much archaeological work needs to b e  done soon, before the oppor tuni­
ty falls before the feet of "progress." As everywhere , the resources are be ing 
dest royed and dis turbed at a rapid rate. 

ARCHAEOLOGI CAL BACKGROUND 

Archaeologically, Kendall County is relat ively unknown. The archaeo logy 
of the c o u n t y  has no t b e e n  s t u d i e d  or r e c o r d e d  un t i l  q u i t e  r e ce n t ly. The 
p r e s e n t  r e c o r d e d  s i t e s  r e p r e s e n t  a v e r y  l i m i t e d  s a m p l e  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  the 
undocumented areas. Kendall County has been less extensively inve s t igated than 
ne i ghbo r i n g  c o un t i e s ,  s u ch a s  Ke rr o r  B ande ra. In F e b r u a r y , 197 5 , only 2 4  
archaeological sites had been recorded (Bass and He s te r  1975). As o f  1977 the 
number had increased substant ially but was s t i l l  less than 90. By the end of 
1984 the numbe r of s ites  was 93. The inve s tigat ion and documentat ion of s i tes 
in Kendall County have been concentrated primari ly on the C ibolo Creek drainage 
a r e a  in t h e  s o u t h e r n  e nd o f  t h e  c o u n t y  ( V a l d e z  and M c G r a w  1 977) . T w o  s i t e s  
h a v e  a l s o b e e n  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  S i s t e r d a l e  a r e a. A p i c t og r a p h  s i t e ( 4 1  K E  6 6) 
w a s  r e c o r d e d  by L. D. W i l l i a m s  in 197 5. T h i s  s i t e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  r e d i s covered 
and documented by  an  STAA crew (Neureuther 1984). A historlc grist mill  site 
on the Gua d a l u p e  R i v e r has a l s o b e e n  d o cu m e n t e d  ( 4 1  KE 90; C. K. Chand l e r , 
pers onal communicat ion, 1984). 

The types of s i t e s  found in Kendal l County are s i m i lar to those found in 
ne i g h b o r i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  H i l l  C o un t r y. T h e s e  i n c l u d e : o p e n  c a m p s i t e s ,  
burned r o c k  m i d de n s , r o c k s h e l t e r s , l i t h i c  s c a t t e r s , b u r i e d  t e r r a c e  s i t e s , 
quarry workshop s i t e s ,  s inkhole burials , and historic s i tes. Mos t  of the s i tes 



Figure 2 .  Scene on Haag Ranch, showing t yp ical Kendall County Survey t errain. 

Figure 3 .  Floodplain of Goss Creek on the Haag Ranch , Kendall County. 
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a r e  o n  t e r r a c e s  o v e r l o o k i ng m a j o r  s t r e a m s  o r  a r e  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r e a c h e s  o f  
t ributaries (He s t er 1975) .  Hester f e e l s  t h e  s i t es of  greatest  prom ise may be 
t h e  r o ck s h e l t e r s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p o s s i bi l ity of  preserved perishable material 
and occas ional rock art. 

Nat ive Amer ican s i t e s  in Kendal l  County cover the t ime periods f rom Paleo­
Indian (92 00-6000 B.C.) to  Late Preh i s t o ric (Neo-American; A.D. 500 / 1 000- 1 600 ) .  
The majority o f  the s i t e s  s e e m  to fall  w i thin the Archaic ( c a .  6000 B.C. - A.D.  
5 00 / 1 000).  The Paleo-Indian s t age is represented by scatt ered surface f inds , 
m o s t l y  d a t i ng f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e p e r i o d  ( B a s s  and He s t e r  197 5 ) .  One 
Clovis po int , found in the v icinity of  East S i s ter Creek, has  been documented 
(Chandler 198 3 ) .  Prehis toric pottery is rare in the area; one f ragment , pos­
s ibly Caddoan t rade type f rom Eas t Texas , was found at  the pictograph s i te near 
S i s t e r da l e  ( N e u r e u t h e r  1 9 8 4 ) .  I n d i a n  g r o u p s  s uch as t h e  C o manche a nd Apache 
were known to  be in the area during histo ric times and are recorded in his tor­
ical accounts by the early s e t t lers. 

In the immediate area of  the Goss C reek survey, dart point s of the Archaic 
period ( w i th a fair sampl ing of Early Archa ic) dominate the collect ions of the 
local inhabitants. The collections rarely include arrow point s ind icative of  
the Late P reh istoric (Neo-Ame ri can) period. This may be  the result  of sample 
bia s ;  pro j e c t i le point s are f requently p icked up rather inc identally and larger 
p o i n t s  a r e  m o r e  a p t  to a t t r a c t  t h e  e y e .  I t  c o u l d  a l s o  i nd i c a t e  the a r e a  w a s  
no t as heavily u t ilized i n  the later t i me periods. 

A s inkho l e  "bur i a l "  i s  a l s o  kno w n  f r o m  t h e  a r e a .  I t  w a s  d i s c o v e r e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e ven y e a r s  a g o  w h e n  s o m e  t e enag e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  in s p e l unking 
(cave exploring) were c learing a sinkhole shaft in hopes of f ind ing an under­
g r o und c a v e r n .  T h e  s i nkh o l e  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  t o p  o f  a r i d g e  n e a r  S p i c e w o o d  
Canyon , approximately one m i l e  w e s t  of G o s s  Creek. The remains of  three indi­
viduals may have been present ; bone s were fragmentary and scat t ered throughout 
the dirt. A Scallorn point was found in the vicinity of the f i r s t  burial.  One 
o f  t h e  e x c a v a t o r s ,  G a r y  Athe y ,  r e l a t e d t h a t  r o c k s , w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  to be pur­
posefully set in the shaf t ,  were encountered just above the area that conta ined 
t h e  s ke l e t a l  m a t e r i a l s  ( p e r s onal  c o m m u n i c a t i o n) . Anne F o x  v i s i t ed the s i t e  
dur ing excavat ion and later recons t ructed part o f  a skull (pe rsonal communica­
tion). Her no tes  indicate the bones represented one ind ividual app roximately 
1 4  y e a r s  o l d ,  a young c h i l d ,  and f r a g m e n t s of w h a t  a p p e a r s  to be  an ad u l t. 
S inkho l e  bu r i a l s  a r e  kno w n  f r o m  the H i l l  C o un t r y  a r e a  w h e r e  nu m e r o u s  s ha f t s  
p o c k e t  t h e  l i m e s t o ne r i d g e s. One w e l l - kno w n  e xa m p l e  i s  H i t z f e l d e r  Cave in 
B e xar C o u n t y ;  3 0 - 4 0  i n d i v i d ua l s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h i s  s i t e  ( G i v e n s  19 6 8 ). 
Three Frio points ,  a Pede rnale s ,  and a point bet ween a Mars hall and Lange were 
reportedly recovered in the excavat ions . A radiocarbon date o f  1000 A.D . .!. 190 
(uncorrected) would seem compatible w i th the Scallorn po int found in the Ken­
dall County s inkhole. Robert A. Benfer and Ruben M. Frank have called s inkhole 
bu r i a l s  " i nve r t e d b u r i a l  g r o u nd s " ;  they r e p o r t  s i nkh o l e  b u r i a l s  f o r  U v a l d e , 
Comal , and Edwards Counties (Benfer and F rank 1967).  S inkhole burial s  may have 
p layed a larger part of the mortuary prac t ices of the native groups of south­
c e n t r a l  Texas t ha n  r e a l i z ed. The t e r r a i n  i s  s u c h  t ha t  in many a r e a s  t r a d i ­
t ional bur ials would have been diff icult  or impossible because o f  the closenes s  
of  the bedrock to  the ground surface. S inkholes a r e  one area of  archaeological 
ev idence that has not been exp lored very intensively in this reg ion. 

THE SURVEY AREA 

Goss Creek is one of many t ributari e s  f low ing into the Guadalupe River in 
Kenda l l  C o u n t y .  The c r e e k  ha s ,  t hr o ug h  t i m e ,  c u t  a f a i r l y  d e e p ,  w i d e  r a v i n e  
(or vall e y) through the surround ing limes tone h i l l s .  Goss Creek has a narrow 
f loodp lain that seldom exceeds 75 meters in width; along much of i t s  length, 
the creek i s  f lanked by s teep s lopes tha t lead up to  high roll ing ter races (see 
F i g u r e  3 ) .  At s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  w i t h i n t h e s u r v e y  a r e a , s m a l l e r  t r i bu t a r i e s  



intersect Go s s  Creek, result ing in promontories that provide views overlooking 
t h e  d r a inage s y s t e m  ( B lack and Kne p p e r  1 9 8 2). G o s s  C r eek is an i n t e r m i t t e n t  
s t r e a m  w h e r e  the f lo w  i s  d e p e n d e n t  on a v a i l a b l e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a. 
Judg ing f r o m  t h e  n u m b e r  of  s i t e s  a l o ng i t s  c o u r s e , G o s s  C r e e k  m u s t  have once  
been a more reliable water  source. 

About t h r e e  m i l e s  o f  t h e  c r e e k  and a d j a c e n t  a r e a s  w e r e  s u r v e y e d. The 
survey e x t e nd e d  f ro m  t he Goss C r e e k  h e a d w a t e r s  to a po i n t  a p p r ox i m a t e l y  one 
mile f r o m  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i on w i t h  the Guada lupe R i v e r. T h i s  l a s t  m i l e  o f  t h e  
c r e e k  doe s no t l i e  on t h e  Haag p r o p e r t y  a n d  w a s  not  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  s u r­
veyors. The survey area cons i s ted of the major port ion of  Goss Creek. S teve 
B l ack and D enn i s  Kne p p e r  e s t i ma t ed a p p r o x i m a t e ly 1 ,700 a c r e s  w e r e  s u rv e y e d  
(Black and Knepper 1982). 

SURVEY TECHNIQUES 

When adequate numbers of people were avai lable , the surveyors were divided 
into teams and ass igned a por tion of the survey area to be inve s t igated. The 
s u r v e y  w a s  condu c t e d  on f o o t ,  and a h i g h p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  w a s  
covered. This included the floodplain , terraces , and hilltops. I n  a few areas 
invest igat ion may have been hampered by ground cover , but in general this was 
not a problem as the survey was conducted dur ing the time of year when ground 
cover tends to be thin. Sites were plotted on USGS topographical maps (Sis t er­
dale Quadrangle) and info rmation (topography , dimens ions , ske tches , etc.) was 
recorded on site survey forms. The s i tes were given a field number and later 
a s s i gned a Kend a l l  C o u n t y  S u rvey (KC S) n u m b e r  and w e re henc e f o r t h  kno w n  by 
the ir KCS #. The f ield number and KCS #  were both recorded in a catalog. About 
hal fway through the survey , an area specific form was deve loped and utilized 
( B lack and Knepper 1982) . 

Dur ing the f i r s t  day o f  s u r v e y i ng , d i a g no s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  and t o o l s  w e r e  
recorded and left i n  place. Subsequently,  the landowners reques ted that the 
a r t i f a c t s  b e  c o l l e c t e d. The r e s u l t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  has been r e t urned t o  the 
landowners and i s  now in the possession of Karen and Ronnie Schne ider, daughter 
and son-in-law of the Haag s. Collect ing dur ing the survey was rest ricted to 
d i a g no s t i c  a r t i f ac t s  and t o o l s. I n f o r ma t i o n  r e c o rded dur ing the s u r v e y  is 
be ing submit ted to TARL for ass ignment of per manent numbe rs for the s i tes. 

THE SITES 

Twenty-three prehistoric sites  and one historic s i te were recorded during 
the course of  the survey. The sites cons i s ted of lithic scat ters , burned rock 
m i ddens , a h i s t o r i c  hom e s i t e ,  and t w o  rockshe l t e r s. D i a g no s t i c  m a t e r i a l s  
recovered range from Late Paleo-Indian t o  Late Archaic o r  Late Prehistoric. 

S i t e  KCS #  1 

KC S #  1 i s  an oval-shaped burned r o c k  m i dden on t h e  f l o o d p l a in n e a r  the 
intersect ion of a tributary with Goss  Creek. The midden is 1 2  x 1 3  meters (39 
x 42 feet) and partially eroded. It  was an occupat ion s i te whe re one expended 
core tool was observed. 

S i t e  KCSII 2 

KCS #  2 is an irregularly-shaped lithic scatter,  1 5  to 23 meters (50-75) 
feet) in d iameter. I t  i s  loca teq on the f loodplain between Goss Creek and an 
intersect ing tr ibutary. Archaeological evidence inc luded lithic debr i s ,  burned 
r o c k ,  and a b i f a c e. The s i t e  w a s  t y p e d  a s  a l i t h i c  s c a t t e r  w i t h  p o s s i b l e 
o c c upa t i on. Also  no t e d w e r e  t w o  h i s t o r i c a l ,  undecorated white ware ceramic 
fragment s and a p iece of  brown bo t t le glass. 
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Site KCSII 3 

K C S II 3 is a lithic s catter along the top o f  a limes tone ridge, between 
Gos s  Creek and an intersecting tributary. It was typed as a multi- functional 
site since scattered burned rock was al so present. Artifacts included worked 
flakes and two point fragments which appear to be Early to Middle Archaic. 

Site KCSII 4 

Kc s lI  4 is a historical s ite located on a low terrace adjacent to Go s s  
Creek. A large pecan grove is nearby. The site consists of stone foundations 
and part of a s tone chimney, which had a lar ge cactus gro wing out of it. 
Artifacts included historic pottery, bottle glass, nails, and cut and dres sed 
stone. The Haags related the site was probably built by Semon Snyder, a former 
owner of the property. Semon ' s  son, Joe Snyder, was born in the house May 1 3 ,  
1 8 7 4. Another s tory about the s ite relate s that two "old maid " sister s in­
habited the house at one time. When on� died, the s urviving sister reportedly 
b uried her near the hou s e .  A s earch o f  the vicinity reveal e d  no visible 
evidence of a head stone or marker. 

Site KCSII 5 

K C S #  5 is a burned rock midden located on a lo w terrace bet ween Go s s  
C reek and a trib utar y .  Chert debris is s cattered on the hill s lope above the 
midden and along the terrace edge but appears dense at the midden edges . The 
midden cover s an area about 1 0  x 1 2  meter s ( 3 2  x 39 feet) . Artifacts noted 
included a Mont e l l  ba se, chert f lake s ,  utilized f lake s ,  core f r agment, and 
biface fragment. 

Site Kcs il 6 

Kc s ll 6 is a lithic s catter situated on the edge o f  a high terrace over ­
looking Gos s  Creek. It is approximately 600 meter s ( 6 56 yards) east of Highway 
4 7 4. The site consists of a small scatter of flakes over an area approximately 
ten meter s (32  feet) in diameter. 

Site Kcs il 7 

KCS# 7 is situated on a high terrace between Gos s  Creek and a tributary 
to the west. The s ite is a lithic s catter approximately 7.5 meter s ( 2 4  f eet) 
along the north-south line and 25 meter s (8 1 feet) from east to west. An Early 
Exp1anding Stem and Nolan point were collected from the site ( see Figure 4). A 
cave spring is located north of the site. 

Site KCSII 8 

KCSII 8 extend s over a low terrace bet ween Go s s  Creek to the ea s t  and a 
roc ky s lope ris ing abruptly at the we s tern edge o f  the s ite. The s ite s ur ­
rounds a partially disturbed midden, 1 3  meter s (42  feet) in diameter. At the 
time of the s urvey the site was thickly carpeted with grass, and the cultural 
material was dif ficult to see. In 1958 , Cecil Peel dug a trench in the middle 
o f  the midden approximately six meter s ( 19 f eet) long and one meter ( 3  f eet) 
wide. He repor t s  the materia l s  were not s creened and no artifacts were re­
corded at the time. Mr. Peel relates that a year later a black point, approxi­
mately nine centimeters long and three centimeters wide at the base, was found 
in the back dir t .  He also reported that during excavation abundant ochre was 
ob ser ved in the center o f  the midden and that the midden dirt was ver y dar k. 
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F igure 4 . Art ifact s f r om the Kendall County survey . I llustrated by Denn is Knepper . 
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Ground cover, a t  that time, was thin, and abundant lithic debr is was observed 
in the area surround ing the m idden. 

S i te KCSII 9 

K C S II  9 i s  a l i th ic scatter on a low terrace bet ween Goss Cree k, to the 
east and a rocky bluff, to the west. The s i  te i s  oval shaped, 30 meters ( 9 8  
feet) w i de o n  an east-west l i ne, a�d 4 0  meters ( 1 3 0 feet) o n  the nor th-south 
line. The site is eroded and does not seem to have much depth. Archaeological 
ev idence included one Ango s t ura point, flakes, util i zed flakes, biface frag­
ments, both t h i c k  and th in, and po ssi ble burned rock.  The c her t was both 
patinated and unpatinated. The site was revisited in February 1 9 8 5 ,  and four 
more artifacts were collected. These included a No lan-like dart point crudely 
made w i th a manufac tur ing fla w and bevel i n g  only on one s i de ( poss i b ly an 
unfinished point), a Mart inda l e-like point and two unifacial arrow points or 
possible tools. The unifac ial artifacts could be Edwards or P e r d i z  (see F i gure 
5). One appears to have been rewor ked and also has a poss i bl y  off-set base . 
Several very small medial sections of P e r d i z - or E d w a rds - s i z ed artifacts were 
also recovered. 

S i te KCSII 1 0  

KCSII 1 0  i s  a possible ring midden located on a h igh peninsula created by 
Goss Creek and a smaller drainage to the south. A flat terrace forms a horse­
shoe-shaped bench around the site. The m i dden is approx imately 15 x 20 meters 
( 5 0  x 6 5  feet) w i th a central depress ion of four meters ( 1 3  feet) i n  d iameter 
and 50 cent i meters ( 2 0  i nches) in depth . F lakes, cor tex flakes, cor� s, and 
tr i mmed flakes were found at the s i te.  The r in g  m i dden impress ion may have 
been created by a former Sher iff who is kno wn to have "operated " on ano ther 
mi dden in the v ic inity. A small depression (possible pothole) was noted on the 
north west side of the midden. When the site was rev isi ted in February, 1 985 , a 
decaying screen was found in the area. 

Site Kc s ll 1 1  

K C S II 1 1  i s  a l i t h i c  scatter located on a h i g h  promontor y. The s i te i s  a 
th i n  sca tter, oval i n  shape, approx i mately 5 0  x 1 0 0 meters ( 1 6 4 x 3 2 8  feet) . 
Mater ials observed incl uded flakes, cor tex flakes, cores, a lar ge b i fac ial 
knife, one unidentified point, a possi ble Early Expanding Stem point and scat­
tered burned rock. 

S i te Kc s il 1 2  

KCSIl 1 2  is a lithic scatter located on a low promontory overlooking Goss 
Creek .  The s i te i s  oval i n  shape, approx i mately 3 0  x 5 0  meters ( 9 8  x 1 6 4  
feet), w i t h  a deer b l i nd i n  the center . Mater ials observed i ncluded flakes, 
cortex flakes, cores and one distal tip. 

S i te KCSII 1 3  

K C S II  1 3  i s  a roughly c i rcular - shaped l i th i c  scatter, approx i mately 75 
meters (246 feet) in diameter, located on a hilltop. The major concentration 
is on the h i lltop but cont i nues down slope for several hundred meters.  Ma­
ter ials observed included chert flakes, cores, th ick and th in biface fragments 
and some burned rock. Artifacts included a heav i ly patinated Trav i s  point, a 
possi ble Go w e r , an Angos tura- l i k e  spec i men, and a heav i l y  pat i nated Early 
Expanding Stem point (see F i gures 4 and 6 ) .  
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Site Kcsil 1 4  

KCS # 1 4  is a poorly-defined lithic scatter ,  approximately 4 0  x 1 5 0  meters 
( 1 3 1  x 4 9 2  feet) ,  l o ca ted on the top o f  a hi l l .  The materia ls obse rved in­
cluded flakes, cortex flakes, a core chopper , and three point fragments, thinly 
spread over a large area. 

Site Kcsil 1 5  

KCS # 1 5  is kno wn as the Keeb le site. It consists of a possible ring 
midden and a sma l l  r o ckshe lte r .  The midden is on the northwest side of Goss 
Creek,  and app r oximate ly 2 5  meters ( 8 2  feet) in diamete r .  A l o c a l  S he riff 
(Keeb le) excavated part of the site about ten yea rs ago ;  the appearance of a 
ring midden may be the result of his activities. Materials observed inc luded 
f lakes , c o rtex f lakes , bifaces , unifaces , trimmed f lakes , and a burned b o ne 
e r o ding out of a gopher ho le near the c reek. The she l ter is direct ly a c r oss 
the c reek ,  to the east of the midden.  The shelter dimensions a re :  5 meters 
( 1 6  feet) long , 3 mete rs ( 1 0  feet) deep , a nd 2 . 2 0  mete rs (7 feet) high. The 
she l ter is on the bank of Goss Creek and a lm ost at creek level. There is a 
po o l  in the creek , in front of and to the so uth of the she lter.  An Edwards 
point was found on the surface of the f l o o r .  The she lter is sma l l  and could 
not have afforded shelter except to a few people at a time. 

Site Kcsl! 1 6  

KCSI! 1 6  is a lithic scatter located o n  a high te r race. Scattered lithic 
material covers a large area on a slope and several terraces above Goss Creek. 
Cultural Materials observed included flakes, cortex flakes, cores, bifaces and 
unifaces. 

Site KCS/! 1 7  

KCS # 1 7  is a r ockshe lte r l ocated a t  the head o f  a steep ravine. It is 
about 20 meters ( 6 5  feet )  be low the rim of the cany on. The dimensions of the 
she lter a re : 1 4 . 5  mete rs ( 4 7  feet) wide , 5 . 9  meters ( 1 9  feet) deep , and a 
maximum height of 1 .5  meters (5  feet). The opening of the shelter was partial­
ly walled off by travertine deposits. Materials observed inc luded decorticate 
flakes, cores, bifaces, and clusters of burned rocks. In 1 9 58 Cecil Peel found 
a Montell point on the surface and dug into an apparent hearth feature. Exca­
vations of the shelter have taken place since the original survey and will be 
reported in a later article. 

Site KCS# 1 8  

KCStI 1 8  is a lithic scatte r east of G oss Creek. It is l ocated o n  a high 
ridge between Goss Creek and Coyote Cany on. Poor su rface visibility made 
definition of the site size difficult. Mate rials obse rved inc l uded a few 
flakes, cortex flakes, chert chunks and scattered burned rock. 

Site Kcsl! 1 9  

KCS tI 1 9  is a shallow burned rock midden and a lithic scatter located on a 
high promonto ry ove r l o oking Goss Creek. Cu ltura l mater ial inc luded f lakes , 
co rtex flakes and cores. The di �ensions of the midden are approximately 7 x 7 
meters (23 feet in diameter).  
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S i t e  Kcs il 2 0  

KCS II  20  i s  a burned rock midden located to the west o f  Goss Creek. I t  is 
on an i n t e r m e d i a t e  t e r r a c e  b e t w e e n  the c r eek and t h e h i l l t o p .  C u l t u ra l  ma­
t e r i a l s  o b s e r v e d  i n c l u d e d  f l ake s ,  c h i p p e d  s t one t o o l s  ( no t  d e f i n e d  i n  the 
surveyer ' s  no t e s ) ,  bi faces and t r i mmed f lakes. 

S i t e  KCS II  2 1  

K C S II 2 1  i s  a l i t h i c  s c a t t e r  loc a t e d  o n  the s e c ond t e r r a c e  e a s t  o f  G o s s  
C r e e k .  T h e  s i t e  e n c o m p a s s e s  a l i m e s t o n e  r i d ge j u s t  be l o w  a h i l l t o p , and ex­
tends to the h i l l top. The s i z e  was not well def ined. I t  was approximat ely 1 50 
m e t e r s  ( 4 9 2  f e e t )  l o n g  ( no r t h- s o u t h )  a n d  4 0 - 5 0  m e t e r s  ( 1 3 1 - 1 6 4 f e e t )  w i de 
( e a s t - w e s t ) . C u l t u r a l  m a t e r ia l s  i n c l u d e d  f l ake s , c o r t e x  f lak e s , b i f ac e s , a 
po s s i ble chopping tool , and a pat inated proximal point fragment w i th alternate­
ly beveled edges and weak shoulders.  

S i te KCS II  2 2  

Kc s il  2 2  i s  a l i t h i c  s c a t t e r  l o c a t e d  o n  a l o w  t e r r a c e  a d j a c e n t  t o  G o s s  
C r eek.  T h e  s i t e  i s  o v a l  i n  s h a p e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 x 1 5 0  m e t e r s  ( 3 2 8  x 4 9 2  
fee t)  and sha llow. Materials obse rved inc luded flake s ,  cortex f lakes , core s ,  
bif aces , and t r i mmed f lakes , scattered burned rock , and two unident i f ied po ints 
( s e e  F i g u r e  7 ) . 

S i t e  KCS II 2 3  

Kcsil 2 3  is a widespread thin lithic scatter spread across three terraces 
o v e r l o o k i ng G o s s  C r e e k .  M a t e r i a l s  o b s e  r v e d  i n c l u d e d  f la k e s , c o r t e x  f l akes , 
bifaces and pro j ec t i le points (see Figure 7 ). 

S i t e Kcs il 24  

KC S II  2 4  i s  a t h i n l y - s p r e a d  l i t h i c  s c a t t e r  l o c a t e d  on a h i gh p r o mo n t o r y  
over looking Goss Creek. Cultural ma t e r i a l s  o b s e rv e d  i n c l u d e d  f l ake s , c o r t e x 
f lakes , and untyped pro j ect i le points.  

SURVEY SUMMARY 

A t o t a l  o f  2 4  s i t e s  w e r e  r e c o rded d u r ing t h e  s u r v e y ;  one h i s t o r i c  a n d  2 3  
p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  O f  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  s e v e n  c o n s t i t u t e d  b u r n e d  r o c k  
middens , 1 5  were l i thic s c a t t e r s  and t w o  w e r e  rockshe lters.  One s i te (KCS il l S )  
consis ted of  both a burned rock midden and a rockshe lter. 

The h i s t o r i c  s i t e was a h o m e s t e a d  i n ha b i t e d  a r o und the 1 8 7 0 s and m o s t  
likely the home of  a former owner of  the Haag ranch , Semon Snyder. 

Of  the se ven burned rock middens , f i ve wp.re ad jacent to Goss Creek, ei ther 
on the f l oodplain or on terraces next to the creek. The remaining t wo middens 
w e r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  h i l l t o p s .  T w o  of t h e  m i d d e n s  (KC S ll s  1 0  and 1 5 )  w e r e  d e ­
scribed as  poss ible r ing mi ddens; these m i ddens are loca ted near each other and 
the n o r t h e r n m o s t  one i s  a c r o s s  t h e  c r e e k  f r om a s m a l l  s he l t e r  (KC S II  1 5 ) . A 

She r i f f  Keeble is  known to have dug the midden associated w i t h  the shel ter and 
c o u l d  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  t h e  o t h e r  m i d d e n ,  as t h e y  a r e  in the s a m e 
area , creat ing the "r ing middens."  

M a t e r i a l s  a s s o c i a t ed w i t h the m i d d e n s  i n c l uded f l a k es , c o r t e x  f l akes , 
bifaces , unifaces , cores and tri mmed flake s .  In genera l,  diagno s t i c  ma terials 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h t h e  m id d e n  s i t e s  w e r e  s c a r c e .  S i t e II 5 p r o d u c e d  a M o n t e l l  

point and descript ions of  former excava t i ons a t  S i t e II 8 no ted red ochre i n  the 
center of tha t midden and a large point was found erod ing out of the backd irt.  
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F igure 7 . Artifacts from the Kendall County Survey . Illustrated by Denni s  Knepper . 
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F ifteen of the prehistor ic sites consi sted of lithic scatters. Twelve of 
these lithic scatter sites were located on high terraces or hilltops and com­
mand an excellent view of the surround ing territory and dra inages. Most of the 
lithic scatters were thin and usually spread out over a large area along ri dges 
and terrace edges. The ma jority of the lithic materials consisted of flakes 
and c ortex flakes. Some cores and b i faces were also noted at a fe w of the 
sites. Scattered burned rock was noted at four sites and thermally-fractured 
chert at one. The d iagnostic materials ( i dentified by Steve Black) consisted 
of Early Ex pand ing Stem, N o lan , Trav i s ,  Ango s t ura- l i k e  and poss i ble G o w e r  
points. Four d ifferent sites contained Early Expand ing Stem points. One site 
had an Early Ex pand i ng Stem and a N o l a n ;  another conta i ned Early Ex pand ing 
Stem, Trav i s ,  Ango s t u ra- l i ke and poss ible Gower. The Early Expand ing Stem type 
i s  not fully understood at th i s  t i me and i ts p lacement in t i me has not been 
p i n p o i nted .  On the Haag Ranch, the Early Ex pand ing Stem type o c c urs cons i s­
tently on h i gh terrace s i tes and w i th d ia g nost i c s from an early per i od.  A 
possible Bell or Andice base recovered in the survey is also suggestive of this 
early per iod. 

This time period is seen by some (Sollberger and Hester 197 2 )  as a transi­
t i onal per iod between the Late Paleo-Ind ian and Archa i c  trad i t i ons. Others 
v ie w  it as part of the Earl y  Archa i c  ( Pre w itt 198 1 ) . Th is t i me per i od spans 
a p prox i mately 2 , 5 0 0  years after the end of the Paleo- Ind i an per i od.  It has 
variously been called Pre-Archaic (Soil berger and Hester 197 2 )  and the C ircle­
v ille Phase of the Archai c  (Prewitt 198 1 ) .  The occurrence of these materials 
on the Haag Ranch may i n d i cate o c c upat i on of the area by preh i stor i c  peo ples 
prior to or at the beg inning of the Archa i c .  

The sites of scattered lithics may represent temporary camps of a mobi le 
peo p le engaged in short-term, perha ps seasonal purs u i ts (hunt ing ? )  and the 
hilltops and high terraces were sought to ensure sighting of the game (Hester 
1980 ) .  The s i tes are not the most i deal camp s i tes a s  they are unsheltered, 
open to the elements, and while water would have been available, a steep climb 
up and down is usually necessary to obta in it. 

Three of the 15 lith i c  scatters were located on lower elevations instead 
of the more usual h illtop or high terraces. All of these sites are adjacent to 
Goss Creek on low terra ces or the flood p la i n, and are i n  fa irly sheltered 
locat ions. Sc attered burned ro c k  was present at all three s i tes as well as 
bifaces . 

In general, the survey area lacks materials from the Paleo-Indian period 
and art i fa c ts of the Late Preh i stor i c  ( Neo-Archa i c )  per i od are m i ni mal in 
surface sites. This may be the result of sampling bias. 

The Haag Ranch, at th i s  t i me, seems to have been most heav ily ut i l i z ed 
during the Pre-Archai c /Early Archai c  and during the Mi ddle Archaic.  The ear­
lier occupation is characteri zed by archaeolog i cal materials (lithic scatters, 
Early Expanding Stem) occurring on hilltops and high terraces overlooking Goss 
Creek and its tributaries. The later concentration of occupation occurs adja­
cent to the creek, on the floodplain, or low terraces, and is characteri zed by 
burned rock m iddens. 

Bass, Feris 
197 5  
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