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E D I TO R I A L 

WHITHER A RCHAEOLOGY? 

It used to be easy to be an a r chaeo logis t .  You jus t  went looking for t reasure 
in ancient temp l e s  o r  sought lost citie s or t ribes to loot . An anachonism left over 
f rom these early days is that the Department of Archaeol ogy at Oxford University is 
s til l a part of the Department of His to ry of Art . S ome people stil l think that 
ar chaeo logy is a t reasure hunt . When the Houston Archeol ogical Society sought 
permis sion to excavate 4 1  LB 2 ,  the Jamison Sit e , they had to agree to give the 
property owner hal f  of a l l  the go ld they found! 

Things have changed . The current ideas have archaeol ogy as the examination 
and interpretation of physical evidence for underst anding the living conditions of 
earlier people in the broad e s t  sens e . This physical evidence can range f rom 
beautiful rock art to lithic debitage , f rom phytoliths to musket ba rre l s . The 
examina tion becomes ever more spe cialized using highly sophisticated and complex 
techniques . Archaeology magazine recently published a spe cia l  is sue "A . D .  2050" to 
ant1 c1pa te the future of archaeologica l  method s . They foresee l e s s  dis turbance of 
the r e cord by excavation and more emphasis on mic ro artif a c t s  for s tudy . 

Whe re does a l l  this leave the amateur , the "avocationa l "  a rchaeologis t ?  Do 
you have to be a brain surgeon to excavate a human skul l ?  As Dr . Dee Ann S tory 
recently pointed out , the preservation of the re cord of t he pas t  is largely the 
responsibility of the knowl edgeable non-profes siona l s . Dis covering si tes , desc ribing 
them and recording their location can only be done on a broad s ca l e  by eager , 
energetic ama teurs. They appre ciate the f ragility o f  the record , the enormous range 
o f  e vidence f rom pos thol e s  to potsherds and projec tile poin t s  to painted pebble s . 
It takes the enthusiasm of dedicated s t ewards of the records of pas t  peopl e s  to 
spread the apprecia tion of the need for prese rvation . Not only is this a great 
cha l l enge , it is a satisfying and fulfilling ac tivity . It is a l so enjoyabl e  and jus t  
plain fun . 

The rol e of the ama teur is greater than ever . 
archaeo logy? not "wither archaeol ogy . "  

The question 1S "Whi ther 

Don Lewis 
As so ciate Editor 
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�OTES ON SOulH TEXAS ARCHAEOLOGY: 1989-2 

A Late Archaic Buria l from the Lower Nueces River Dr ainage , 
Live Oak County , Texas 

Thomas R .  Hester 

In the l ate 1960s , I became f riends with the l ate Lotta and J. L .  (Jack) 
Tunne l l of Kingsvil l e ,  Texas. In addition to helping me with various facets of the 
a rchaeol ogica l surv e y  of Grul l o  and Baffin Bays , they a l so shared information on 
their extensive artifact col lection . The col lection was from a number of sites 
across south Texas , and the Tunne l l s  had been ca reful to plot the l ocations of most 
of the sites and to keep the a rtifacts sepa rate by site . They subsequentl y donated 
the col l ection to the Texas Archeol ogica l Research Laborator y  (TARL) , The University 
of Texas at Austin , where it is housed today. 

In 1961 , Mr . Tunnel l  had contacted the Department of Anthropol ogy in Austin 
and reported the discovery of a disturbed prehistoric buria l . In the chest a rea of 
the buria l , Mr . Tunnel l found three smal l stemmed da rt points . E .  Mott Davis, then 
the editor of Texas Archeology, the newsl etter of the Texas Archeol ogica l Society, 
pub l ished much of Mr . Tunnel l's l etter in Vol .  5, No . 4 (page 5) of that newsl etter 
and added some b rief comments of his own. 

The site at which the buria l was discovered was given the number 41 LK 21. 
It was situated on the west b l uff of the Nueces River (now fl ooded by Lake Corpus 
Christi) , east of the hamlet of Lagarto . Detailed provenience data is on fil e  at 
TARL . The buria l reported by Mr . Tunne l l in Jul y  1961 rested in sandy soil , 
appa rent l y  in f lexed position, with the a rms oriented toward the east . However , 
assessment of buri a l  position was clea r l y  made difficult , as the burial had been 
l a rge l y  scraped away by a grading machine . The rib cage area was stil l partly 
intact , and Mr . Tunnel l was emphatic as to the recovery of three sma l l  darts "stil l  
l. n  the rib cage" (Texas Archeology 1961: 5) . 

The specimens from the buria l a re shown in Figure 1 .  Typol ogica l l y ,  two can 
be pl aced in the Ensor category , and the third is l ike l y  of the same type , a lthough 
the l ower part of the stem is b roken away . Descriptions and measurements fol l ow in 
Table 1. 

Specimen Length Width Thickness Weight Materia l 

1 48 19 . 5  8 6 . 5  brown chert 
2 42 . 5  18 6 4 . 5  brown chert 
3 ( 53) 24 7 . 5  9 . 0  tan chert 

TABLE 1 .  Dart Points from Buria l a t  41 LK 21 . Al l measurements a re l.n mi l limeters 
and weights are in grams. 

Some further technological notes perhaps shed some l ight on their presence in 
the rib cage a rea . Two specimens (Figure 1 b , c) have impact f l akes on their tips , 
and on both , the l ower part of the stem have l a rgel y  (Figure 1 b) or entirel y  ( Figure 
1 c) been snapped off . Indeed from my perspective, the breakage patterns on these 
two points a re consonant with what we might expect if the specimens ,  mounted on 
shafts, had penetrated the individua l, l ike l y  causing his/ her death. In addition , 
Specimens 1 and 2 appear to be made of the identica l  b rown chert , suggesting that 
they were made (and hur led) by the same person . As Mr . Tunne l l  noted in 1961 " . . . if 
the points had been buried with the victim to be used in the hereafter , wouldn't they 
have been perfect rather than broken points?" (ibid . ) . Al though this l ogic is not 
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always s een in grave goods placed wi t h  the dead , i t  can be observed that finished 
or completed po i n t s  and preforms were the norm in the burial caches at Loma Sandia, 
a la te Middle Archa i c  ceme t ery als o i n  Live Oak County ( Taylor and Highl ey , n . d . ) .  
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Figure 1. Dart Points from Burial a t  41 LK 2 1 . a ,  Spec imen 1 ;  b ,  Spec imen 2 ( a rrow 
indi cates impac t  flake) ; c ,  Spec imen 3 ( reverse s ide of tip illus tra t ed 
and impa c t  flakes shown) . 

I n  clos ing , I would like to note that the inve s t iga t i on s  a t  Choke Canyon 
Reservoir , 45 mi le s ups tream from 4 1  LK 2 1 ,  led to the re cording of 44 Late Archa i c  
s i t e s . The common di agno sti c s  a t  the s e  sites i ncluded Ensor , Frio, El l i s , Marcos 
and Fairland po i nt s . The Late Archa i c  period i s  da ted for this region at 400 B . C. 
to A . D. 900 ( Hall , Hes ter and Bla ck 1 98 6 : 400-40 1) . 
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INCIDENT ON SALT CREEK 

Curtis Dusek 

On a cool November day in 1869 six men rode into what is now McMu l l en County . 
Coming from the east they skirted a l ong the south bank of the Frio River, staying 
f a r  enough away f rom the river to avoid the dense tang l e  of undergrowth that grew 
a l ong the river bottoms . Eventua l l y the riders came upon the spot where the red 
waters of S an Miguel Creek emptied into the Frio River f rom the northwest . Here they 
found a sha l low spot in the F rio River just below its junction with S an Miguel Cr eek, 
and crossed over onto the north side . The riders then proceeded cautiousl y  up S an 
Miguel Cr eek, not wanting to revea l their presence to anyone in the a rea . After 
riding about f our mil es they came upon a sma l l  cl earing in which a l one ranch house 
stood . Dismounting in a secluded spot away f rom the ranch, they quietl y  awaited the 
approach of darkness . 

With the coming of nightf a l l the six men readied their firea rms and stea l thily 
sur rounded the ranch house . One of the men removed the be l l  f rom one of the g ent l e  
ranch oxen and cr ept toward a nearby ga rden plot . H e r e  h e  tinkl ed the bel l once, 
waited a f ew seconds , and then tinkl ed it a gain . 

"That old ox is in the garden again , "  a voice was heard to say from inside the 
ranch house . 

The door of the ranch house opened and the figures of two men emerged . As they 
began wa l king towa rd the ga rden , ha l f  a doz en men emerged-f rom the shadows and rushed 
forward . With guns drawn and ready they seized their two unsuspecting victims . 
Unarmed , and with six guns pointed straight at them , the two men, Ma rtin Luther 
Tay lor and his f ather-in- l aw, Wil l iam B .  Morris , rea l i z ed they cou l d  not escape . 
The men tol d  Tay l o r  that he was to be taken to the sma l l  town of Oakvil l e  in nea rby 
Li ve Oak County. There he would be p l aced in j ail to await a tria l on cha rges 
pending a gainst him . YJor ris asked if he could accompany his son-in- l aw and act as 
bondsman .  Somewhat reluctantl y  the men agreed . 

Wai ting until daybreak the pa rty mounted up . Tay lor and Morris bid their wives 
goodbye, tel ling them that they would soon return . Proceeding down S an Migue l  Creek 
the pa rty once again crossed over onto the south side of the F rio River and turned 
eastward . 

After several miles of hard riding the horsemen came upon the ranch of Dr . 
George Dilworth . Here they decided to pause for a few minutes . Morris asked Dil
worth's young son, Andrew , to f etch him a drink of water . Litt l e  did Morris r ea lize, 
as the cool water trick l ed down his throat, that this was to be the l ast drink of 
water that he woul d  ever have . 

Foll owing a l ong the same route that they had come in on, the sma l l  group of 
horsemen continued eastwa rd . After riding about thr ee mil es they came to a sma l l  
rise over l ooking Salt Creek . The leader o f  the g roup raised his hand, signa l ing for 
everyone to stop. Taylor and Morris l ooked at each other, confused as to why they 
were stopping. Rea l i zing too late what was about to happen, Morris went for his gun . 
Before the gun cl ea red its holster ha l f  a do z en she l l s  ripped into his body, knocking 
him f rom his horse . Unarmed, Tay l or spurred his mount f orwa rd, hoping to esca pe in 
the dense tang l e  of brush a l ong S a l t  Creek . Before he had gone a doz en paces a 
second vol l ey of pistol fire cut him down . Fa l ling f rom his horse, Taylor was dead 
before his body hit the ground . Leaving the bul l et ridd l ed corpses of Mor ris and 
Ta y l or where they l a y, the horsemen rode eastwa rd as quick l y  as possible , t rying to 
put as much distance between themselves and McMul l en County as they coul d, before 
their heinous deed was discovered . 

At the time that Morris and Taylor were kil l ed the bl oody Sutton-Tay l o r  Feud 
was raging in Texas, and their deaths have often been attributed to members of the 
"Sutton Gang . "  A c l oser examination of the historica l evidence, however, seems to 
indicate this was not exactl y  the case . In fact, the name appl ied to the f eud itsel f 
is misl eading . Of the many peop l e  involved in the f eud onl y  one person by the name 
of Sutton p l ayed a ma jor part, that person being Bil l y  Sutton . 
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Many accounts ha ve the Sutton-Tay l or Feud first erupting when Bil l y  Sutton and 
some a ssociate s shot down Buck Tay lor and Richard Chisholm at a socia l gathe ring in 
the sma l l  town of Cl inton in DeWitt County on December 24, 1868 (Day 1937:10-11). 
The reason for the kil ling is somewhat vague . Day states that Buck Tay l or and Bil l y  
Sutton had e a r l i e r  j oined togethe r and d riven their two herds o f  horses e a st to 
market . Buck Taylor is later told that Sutton's horses we re stolen, and ca l l s  Sutton 
a hor se thief, giving Sutton a motive for hatred against Taylor (Day 1937:10). 
Rob e rt Sutton, howe v e r , be l ie v e s  the ki l l ing may ha v e  been the r e sult of a f air 
fight (Sutton 1974:34). 

This kil l ing appears to ha v e  been the fuse that ignited the powder keg a s  the 
Tay l o r s  and their f riends joined forces against Sutton and his f riends. The end 
r e sult was that DeWitt County and the surrounding a r e a  became a battleground as 
membe r s  of the two factions fought and kil l ed each other when e v e r  the opportunity 
presented itse l f . 

The Tay lor faction wa s a l so out of favor with the Fede ral mil ita ry gov e rnment 
that occupied Texa s fol l owing the civil Wa r .  One of the main of f enses wa s the 
kil l ing of a Ma jor Thompson, the post commande r of Fort Mason, in November of 1867, 
by Hays Tay l o r  and his brother Phi l lip, better known as "Doboy. " It appe a r s  that 
Ma jor Thompson wa s ki l l ed whi l e  attempting to a r r e st the Tay lor brothers f o l l owing 
an a lte rcation betwe en the brothers and Federal sol diers in Ma son. Hays and Doboy 
managed to e scape but were constant l y  on the move the rea fter, in an attempt to stay 
ahead of the mi lita ry authoritie s and bounty hunters (Sutton 1974:16-18). 

In 1869 J .  J .  Reyno l d s, the military gov e rnor of Texas, sanctioned the forma 
tion of a body of men known as the Regu l ators . Their mission wa s to bring an end 
to the lawlessness that exi sted in South Texas at the time . Al though their formation 
seems to be l a rge l y  a re spon se to rampant cattle theft, the e l imination of the Taylor 
f action seems to have been given a high priority . Two of the men de l egated to l ead 
the Regu l ators we re Jack H e l m, a onetime foreman for A .  H .  "Shanghai" Pie rce, and 
Captain C. S. Be l l , a former Union spy and scout. Al so e n l isted as a l eade r  of the 
Regulators wa s Joe Tumlinson, a famed Indian fighter, f rom the days of the Repub lic 
of Texas (Sutton 1974:8-9). 

Tuml inson's r e a son for join i ng up with the Regul ators is somewhat myste rious, 
e specia l l y  knowing that one of the primary aims of the Regu l ato r s  wa s the apprehen
sion of members of the Ta y l or f amil y .  Tumlinson's first wif e, Joha nna, wa s a Tay l or . 
She wa s the siste r of Creed Tayl or, father of Hays and Doboy . At one time Tumlinson 
and Cr eed even took Doboy to Monte r rey, Mexico in an attempt to put him out of r e ach 
of the military l aw gov e rning Texas at the time . What caused the rift between 
Tum l inson and the Tay l o r s  remains unknown (Sutton 1974:15-16). 

It is with this setting that the Regu l ators swung into action in June of 1869, 
and Marti n Tay l or was but one of the many Tay l o r s  on their l ist . 

The identity of the l e ader of the group of Regu l ators that came after Martin 
Tay lor in �ovembe r, 1869, is open to specul ation . Day states that Joe Tumlinson was 
the l e a d e r, and that the group consisted of six men . He a l so has the foray occur ring 
in April, 1870 (Day 1937:12), a l though the tombstone s  ov e r  the grav e s  of Mor ri s  and 
Taylor gi ve Novembe r 23, 1869 as the date of their deaths . 

Fortunate l y, however, the recol l ections of Day a r e  not the sol e  source of 
information on this incident . In a f eature printed in the August 27, 1933 edition 
of the San Antonio Express, Henry Ye l vington had the opportunity to inte r view Judge 
Andrew Dilworth of McMullen County, conc e rning the gra v e s  of Mor ris and Tay l or. 
Dil worth wa s a young boy at the time of the incident, and wa s pre sent when the 
Regul ators, with Mo rris and Ta y l or in their custody, stopped at his fathe r's ranch 
on the i r  way to Oakvil l e . Al though the Regulators we re not masked, Dilworth does 
not know if they we re l e d  by Be l l  or He lm. He a l so mentions giving Morris a d rink 
of wat e r  at this time . Yelv i ngton puts the numbe r  of Regul ators in the group at 
seven, a l though he does not me ntion how he arrived at this figure . Cowha nds f rom 
the Dilworth Ranch, who were sea rch i ng f or catt l e  the fol lowing day, r eported l y  came 
upon the bu llet ridd l ed bodies of Morris and Tay l or (Ye l vington 1933). If Dilworth 
did not actually know either Bel l ar H e l m, then it is quite possib l e  that Tum l i n son 
was in charge of this group of Regul ators. 



Different versions of the actual capture of Morris and Taylor also exist. 
According to Day, the Regulators first went to the home of Morris and captured him. 
Tying him on his horse they then proceeded to Taylor's home. Here two men were left 
to guard Morris while the rest slipped up and captured Taylor (Day 1937: 12). In 
Yelvington's version the Regulators simply rode up to Taylor's ranch and forced him, 
at gunpoint, to go along with them. Taylor's wife then asked her father, Morris, 
to accompany her husband (Yelvington 1933). 

Another interesting account, which may have some bearing on the capture of 
�orris and Taylor, occurred three years later, in 1872. During the night Billy 
Sutton and four associates crept up to the house of a man named Pitkin Taylor. They 
removed a bell from one of Pitkin's oxen, went into the corn patch, and tinkled the 
bell. Believing his oxen to have gotten into the corn patch, Taylor came out of his 
house and was shot down. Some of the Taylor descendants are said to have related 
the use of the ox bell in the capture of Morris and Taylor (Sutton 1974:36-37). If 
this was the method used to capture Morris and Taylor, it seems unlikely that the 
bell was tinkled in a corn patch. A field of corn, growing in late November, is 
highly improbable. 

The events that unfolded after the Regulators left the Dilworth Ranch are 
anyone's guess. Day simply says that Morris and Taylor were "carried into the woods 
and shot down like dogs" (Day 1937:13). The graves of Morris and Taylor lie close 
to the route of the old Oakville-Tilden Road (Everett 198 1:48), and it was probably 
along this road that the group was traveling when the killings occurred. According 
to Yelvington it was said that Taylor started to run and had to be killed. Why Morris 
was also killed, and the bodies left unburied, is unknown (Yelvington 1933). 
"Attempted escapes" seem to have been a common occurrence among prisoners held by 
the Regulators (Sutton 1974:20). 

Due to the archaeological work done during the construction of Choke Canyon 
Reservoir on the Frio River, it is possible to attempt to correlate the historical 
evidence with the archaeological evidence in the case of the Morris and Taylor 
incident. The census of 1870 lists the wives of Morris and Taylor as living together 
on San Miguel Creek, about five miles upstream from its confluence with the Frio 
River (Everett 1981:48). Two historical archaeological sites, 41  MC 166 and 41  MC 
168, have been recorded in this area. 41 MC 168 is that of a farm/ranch residence, 
while 41 MC 166 is a refuse accumulation. Archival information (Everett 198 1:45) 
and analysis of historic debris from the sites (Bandy 1981:167- 168) would seem to 
indicate that both sites post-date the 1870s and are, therefore, not likely can
didates for the ranch of Morris and Taylor. No other historic sites of consideration 
have been recorded in this area. 

Evidence for the site of the Dilworth Ranch is more positive. Oral legend has 
it that the dugout site of 41  MC 67 was, at one time, inhabited by a doctor. One 
of the original settlers in the area was Dr. George Anson Dilworth, and it seems 
quite conceivable that he is the doctor of reference. The graves of Dilworth, his 
wife, and a daughter, were also located about one-half mile to the west of the site. 

Since Dilworth, and most of the other early settlers in this area, were squat
ters, it is virtually useless to attempt to locate their residences based on early 
land titles. They may have believed that they were living on land that belonged to 
the state, and they would eventually be able to acquire titles to their small farms 
(Everett 1981: 12). 

Archaeological investigations were carried out at 41 ;V!C 67 by the Texas 
Archaeological Society field school in June of 1981, and later in July of the same 
year, by archaeologists from the Center for Archaeological Research at LTSA. Analy
sis of artifacts recovered from the site appear to indicate an occupation period from 
about 1858 to 1880 (Fox 1986:36-45). This time period coincides with that of the 
Morris and Taylor killings. 

Another strong point in favor of assuming that 41  MC 67 was the Dilworth Ranch 
is the location of the site itself. The site is located along the most expedient 
route one would take if he were to travel from the mouth of San Miguel Creek to the 
spot where Morris and Taylor are buried. Presumably this would have been the route 
traveled by the Regulators. 
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Wi th the even t ual inundat i on of the gravesi tes by t he rising waters of Choke 
Canyon Reservoir, i t  became necessary to relocate them. On February 13, 1982 
arc haeolog ists from LiSA along wi th representat i ves from the �ni ted States Bureau 
of Reclama t i on, and mort i c ians from the Hurley Funeral Home i n  Pleasanton, met at 
the si te to accompl ish this task . The burial, desi gnated 41 �C 6, consi sted of a 
low rubble c airn roughly two meters square w i t h two gravest ones leaning agai nst t he 
west edge of the cairn , their ins cr i p t i ons f a c i ng west. Morr is' gravestone was to 
the nor th wh ile t hat of Taylor was to t he south. William B. Morr is was born i n  1802 
and d i ed in 1869. �ar tin Luther Taylor was born in 1842 and, of course, also met 
his unt imely death i n  18 69 (Fox 1984:9-10). Af ter hav ing been buried for over 110 
years �orri s  and Taylor now had a chance to rev eal some of their secrets. 

Although t he arc haeolog ists were severely limi ted by t he amount of t ime t hey 
were all owed to study t he contents of the graves, several b i ts of i nteresting i n f or
mat i on were noted. Four coat but tons and one cuff-sized but t on from a U. S .  Army 
General Serv i c e coat were found in t he upper body port i on of the southern grave. 
S ome of the art i facts noted from the nort hern grave were a pocket kni fe, a d i me 
dat i ng from t he 18 60s but corroded too badly to note the exac t  year, a silver c onc ha , 
and a brass bu ckle from some type of webbed belt. The art i facts along w i t h  t he bone 
and some of the so il from the graves were placed i n  concrete grave liners and t ake� 
to t he T i l den Cemetery f or reburial (Fox 1984:12 -14). 

Fox noted that the �. S. Army General Serv i ce butt ons found asso c i ated with 
the southern grave were i nteres t i ng in v iew of t he fact that the Taylors were well 
known for t heir Confederate sympath i es (Fox 1984: 12). If the placement of the 
gravestones was correct, this would have been t he grave of Mart i n  Taylor. Taylor, 
however , could have acqu i red the coat , or just the but t ons, by means other than 
hav ing once served i n  the C. S. Army. 

A long-time resident of a ranch located near t he graves i te told the aut hor 
t hat , years ago , oilf ield workers, who were drilling a nearby o i l  well, had dug i nto 
the cairn and removed a handgun . Yelv ington observed t hat the cairn was in a bad 
cond i t i on when he saw i t  in 1933, although he ment i ons hav i ng seen i t  many years 
pri or when it was st ill ir. good cond i t ion (Ye l v i ngton 1933). Fox also notes the 
d i sturbed cond i t ion of the remains (Fox 1984:14). If the Regulators had all owed one 
of the two men to c arry a gun it most l i kely was �orris. There were no c harges 
aga i nst h i m, and he was accompanying t he group merely to act as Taylor's bondsman. 

Xartin Taylor may not have been t he only member of t he Taylor f ac t i on t o  have 
met his end in XcXullen County. Accord ing to Andrew Dilworth a man by t he name of 
Henry Westf all was k i l l ed in the area by some of C. S. Bell's men i n  18 7 0  or 1871 
(Yelv ington 1933). A man by the same name is also reported to have ri dden w i t h  Hays 
and Doboy Taylor when Hays was killed by a group of men under Bell in June of 1869 
(Sut ton 1974:22). These two accounts are possi bly referring to the same person. 

The questi onable Texas election of 1869 ushered into off i c e the carpetbaggers, 
under the rule of newly elected gov ernor, Edmund J. Dav is . One rad i cal b ill, passed 
ear l y  in his term , was the establi shment o f  t he State Pol i ce. The S t ate Pol i ce were 
to cons ist of 200 men who would have t he author i ty to operate anywhere in Texas , 
unhindered by county lines, as sher i ffs and local cons tables were. They could take 
pr isoners from one county to another for trial, and could also operate undercover 
as secret agents (Fehrenba c h  1968 :414-417). One of t he f irst captains appoi nt ed to 
lead them was Jac k  Helm (Sut ton 1974 : 27). 

Wi th t he est ablishment of the State Pol i ce t he Regul ators ceased to f un c t i on. 
The S t ate Pol i c e, however, were just as fervent as t he Regulat ors, i n  t heir desire 
to put an end to the Taylor faction. The Taylors were not about to submi t eas i l y, 
and one of t heir v i c t ims was to be Jac k  Helm. 

Helm was k i lled i n  July of 18 73 in t he small town of Al buquerque in Wilson 
County by J i m  Taylor, son of P i t k i n  Taylor, and John Wesley Hard in, who had t hrown 
his support beh i nd t he Tayl ors. Hard in states t hat Jac k  Helm attacked Jim Tay lor 
w i t h a large kni fe. Hard i n  shot Helm, then held his gun on a group of Helm ' s  sup
porters while Taylor f i nished Helm o f f  by repeatedly shoo t i ng him in the head (Sut ton 
197 4:43-44). 



As for Billy Sutton, he wa s also to meet h i s  death facing the shooting end of 
Taylor guns . Sut ton had dec ided to get out of DeWitt County for good, or at least 
unt i l  more peace ful t imes prevailed . He had put together a herd of cattle to be 

driven to Kansas . Sut ton and his wife had planned to take a s t eamer to New Orleans , 
and from there they would go by ra il to Kansas to awa i t  the herd's arrival . The 
Taylors , however , learned of Sutton ' s  i n tent ions and were not about to let h im get 
away . Sut ton , along wi th h i s  wife and a fri end named Gabr i el Slaughter, boarded the 
s t eamer "Clinton" at Indianola on March 1 1 , 1874 . Jim Taylor and his cous i n  Bill 
Taylor boarded the "Clinton , "  shot both Sut ton and Slaughter, then made good their 
es cape ( Sutton 1974:5 1-53 ) .  

Events f inally came to a head i n  September, 1 8 7 6, with the killing of Dr . 
Philip Brass ell of DeW i t t  County and h i s  son George, by masked members of the Sutton 

fact i on . Concerned c i t izens of DeWitt County wrote the Governor asking for a detach

ment of rangers to help clean things up . On November 23 the rangers arrived, com
manded by L i eutenant Lee Hall . A grand j ury wa s a s s embled and returned true bills 
for the arres t  of seven men believed to be respons i ble for the Bras s ell killings . 
All s even men were captured by the rangers on the evening of Dec ember 2-2, 1 8 7 6 , while 
att ending the wedding of one of the ac cus ed. Although the gun battles ceased, many 
legal battles followed, with the las t member of the accused party bei ng pardoned by 
the Governor in 1896 ( Sutton 1974 : 70-79 ) . As for Morri s  and Taylor, they never did 
get their day i n  court. 
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ARCHAEOLOGY AT BEAR CREEK SCOUT RESERVATION 

Janet Fitzsimmons Steele 

ABSTRACT 

During the summers of 1983 and 1984, archaeological excavations were conducted 
at the Bear Creek Site (41 KR 172) in Kerr County, Texas. The site of this inves
tigation was a burned rock midden first reported by the Southern Texas Archaeological 
Association's survey of the Boy Scout Reservation. These excavations were conducted 
as part of an educational program. The methods used to accomplish these excavations 
are unique to this project and will be reported. One possible localized function 
of the burned rock midden is considered in this environment. 

INTRODUCTION 

In 1982, my husband accepted the summer job assignment of Program Director for 
the Boy Scouts of America at the Alamo Area Council's Bear Creek Scout Reservation 
located in Kerr County, Central Texas (see Figure 1). During the summer camp season, 
I was shown "The Digs" and invited to get my own "arrowheads." As I stared into the 
ragged potholes that pitted the 20- by 40lmeter burned rock midden, I was proudly 
told of the fine adornments for neckerchief slides that had come from the depres
sions. I was a assured that there were also artifact boards and, yes, cigar boxes 
brimming with artifacts that had been dug up by a clique of camp collectors (Figure 
2) . I said that I did not really want to dig up "my points," but I would be 
interested in seeing their collections. I spent that summer politely discussing 
their ill-gotten goods, and watching in amazement and disma,y as carloads of people 
drove to the midden with their shovels. 

I realized that these collectors were displaying a negative archaeological 
lesson to the thousand or more Boy Scouts who spend a week of their summer vacation 
at this camp every year. The site, 41 KR 172, is a burned rock midden located on 
the northern side of a plowed field at the camp. It is the largest, most prominent 
remaining midden on the Reservation. This midden is highly accessible and visible 
from the main camp road. I was at a loss as to how this looting could be stopped. 
Some of the Bear Creek pothunters were very active and dedicated adult Scouters. 
I did not want to jeopardize my husband's new job; and I did not want to make the 
situation worse by creatIng a backlash, which might result from telling the 
collectors that their activity was an unethical destruction of a finite cultural 
resource and must be stopped immediately. 

Figure 1. Texas map showing Kerr County (darkened area). 



Soon after our shock at the Scout reservation we happened across a book 
entitled Digging Into South Texas Prehistory: A Guide for Amateur Archaeologists 
by Thomas R. Hester (1980). We realized that valuable archaeological work can be 
conducted by volunteers with some guidance from professionals and avocational members 
of archaeological societies. We thought that in our vicinity such help might be 
available, as the book mentioned the Southern Texas Archaeological Association (STAA) 
and the Center for Archaeological Research at the University of Texas at San Antonio 
(CAR-UTSA). We felt that we might be able to turn the situation around by establish
ing archaeology as a camp program. There was a precedent for offering archaeology 
as a BSA program as we were aware that this program has been in effect from time to 
time at the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. My husband and I had previously 
worked together on professional archaeological excavations. It was decided that I 
would direct an excavation designed to teach Scouts and adult leaders the importance 
of preserving undisturbed archaeological sites. 

I contacted the STAA and was given an appointment to submit my request to 
their Board for approval and possible aid during the Spring 1983 meeting. The Bear 
Creek request was accepted and the Board members further advised me to speak with 
Dr. Hester, then the director of CAR-UTSA. He agreed to lend his guidance. I became 
aware that the Bear Creek archaeological situation was not news to the STAA or the 
CAR-UTSA. There had been past involvement which had included an STAA site survey 
conducted in 1976 (Table 1). Through Scouting circles, I retrieved the survey map 
and the original site survey forms and was given a copy of Griffin's ( 1976) summary 
of the STAA survey. 

Site 4 1  KR 172 is located on the north side of a plowed field across from the 
Bear Creek. In the course of two seasons nine test units and five backhoe trenches 
were examined. Unit and backhoe trench profiles and descriptions will be reported. 
Selected illustrated artifacts will be described. Flake analysis will be reported 
at a later date. An analysis of the assemblage proposes that the site was occupied 
during the Early through the Late Archaic periods. A hypothesis will be offered 
regarding the accumulation and subsequent utilization of the midden materials. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

During the Early Archaic period people may have been making the transition 
between the hunter Paleo-Indian and the lifeways of the Middle and Late Archaic 
periods when there were specific technologies for hunting and the gathering of wild 
plant foods (Hester 1980). In Central Texas, burned rock midden accumulations are 
generally typified by assemblages of Middle Archaic stone artifacts (Turner and 
Hester 1985). Information concerning burned rock middens is summarized by Black and 
McGraw (1985) which the reader may consult for an overall perspective of this 
technology. Various authors have contributed hypotheses for the presence of burned 
rock middens which include: 1) their use by macrobands to harvest and stoneboil 
acorns in the fall, 2) the use of crescent middens as pit ovens for possibly baking 
agave, yucca or sotol, and 3) that middens may have been communal dumps for the 
fractured rocks used elsewhere. However, no one has effectively demonstrated the 
specific cultural activities that resulted in these accumulations (ibid.). 

In addition to burned rock middens, quarry stations are found in Central Texas 
and are relevant to this study. Suhm (1960) describes quarries as areas where 
chipping materials were obtained from chert concentrations embedded in limestone; 
chipping waste and unfinished or broken chert artifacts are often recovered from 
these sites. 

The reader should refer 
of Central Texas archaeology� 
provides a general background 

to Weir (1976) and P�ewitt ( 1981, 1983) for a review 
Hester's (1972) report from La Jita Girl Scout Camp 

for a Scout archaeological project. 
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Site Xumbers 
TARL Temp . 

173 4A 
1�0 lOA 
1�1 lOB 
122 llA 
123 11B 
124 l lC 
125 12A 
126 16A & 16B 
127 17A 
128 19A & 25A 
129 21A 
133 22A 
134 23A 
135 23B 
136 24A 
137 26A 
138 26B 
139 26C 
140 26D 
141 26E 
142 26F 
14 3 26G 
144 26H 
145 27A 
146 27B 
147 27C 
148 27D 
none 27E 
149 27F 
150 27G 
151 29A 
152 29B 
153 29C 
154 30A 
155 30B 
156 34A 
none 34 B 
none 34C 
157 34D 
158 34E 
159 36A 
160 36B 

161 36C 
162 37A 
163 41A 
164 43A 

165 43B 
166 45A 
167 45B 
168 45C 
1 69 50A 
170 51A 
171 52A 
172 53A 

Table 1. S . T . A . A .  Site Survey 

Descriptions 

Cortex and cores , fine ch ips 
Midden 
All types of debris and material 
Sma l l  chipping station 
Cave 
Quarry site 
Hil l top knapping s ite 
Knapping site 
Quarry site 
�any l ithics; quarry site and knapping station 
Large Quarry; nodule reduction to cores 
Sinkho le; broken chert , Archaic point , po s s ib l e  buria l 
Secondary flakes 
Chipping station , ea stern side of major ravine 
Chipping station , small 
Dis turbed by swimming poo l  con struction; midden debris 
Fire-cracked limestone and chert; disturbed by road con s truction 
Probable midden , but des troyed by construction of rif le ran�e 
Burned rock midden 
Pos s ib l e  chipping station with burned rock 
Chipping station and quarry site 
po s sib le burned rock midden , covered by soil 
Large field with flakes s cattered across surface 
Dark , l oose soil with fire-cracked chert and rock; end scraper 
Burned rock midden 
Burned rock midden 
Black s oil with scattering of f ire-cracked rock 
Black dirt from po o l , bif ace 
Quarry 
Chert outcrop; po s sible quarry 
Quarry chipping stati on 
Quarry workshop 
Open area , work shop area; large biface , cores , flakes , chips 
Quarry site 
Quarry workshop 
Chipping station 
Large bifacial preform , broken cortex 
Sinkho le , no observable artifacts 
Worked cores and core fragments 
Worked nodules , cores , core fragments 
Burned rock midden under fish hut 
Quarry area , l ithic uti l i z ation; l edge chert , highest 
util ization on west side 
(no des cription) 
(no de scription) 
Two cortex scrapers 
Lithic utilization station; hand chopper , 100% secondary 
f l akes , biface 
Lithic concentration 
Quarry 
Ledge and cobb l e  chert, bifaces 
(no description) 
Quarry area 
Very small knapping site 
Quarry 
Burned rock midden 



THE SETTING 

The location of the 1,030-acre Bear Creek Scout Reservation is six miles west 
of Hunt, Texas on Farm Road 1340 in Kerr County. The ranger's cabin at the entrance 
to the camp is located at 30003'53''N and 99°25'06"W on a 7. 5' USGS Bee Caves Creek 
Quadrangle map. The Reservation extends to the north and west of this point. Bear 
Creek, a permanent water source, flows southeasterly; it joins the North Fork of the 
Guadalupe River about 1,000 feet after leaving the Reservation and its entire course 
is heavily wooded (Griffin 1976). Bear Creek runs across the width of the camp, with 
a quarter of the Reservation to the south and three-fourths to the north. All of 
the apparent middens on the Reservation are located directly by Bear Creek or on the 
immediate drainage system. Griffin (ibid.) counted 14 middens. 

According to Griffin (1976) there are five major chert beds located at the 
following elevations: brown chert from 1,888 to 1,895 feet, recrystallized chert 
from 1,959 to 1,960 feet, brownish-gray chert from 1,967 to 1,968 feet, grayish
brown chert at 2,000 feet, and another bed of abundant brown chert between 2,027 
and 2,037 feet. Edwards limestone of Cretaceous age is the major geological 
formation on the Reservation (ibid.). The surface rock at Bear Creek camp is the 
Edwards limestone with recent to Pleistocene alluvium (Barnes 1981). 

Griffin reports (1976) that the primary flora are juniper and oak trees. By 
order of frequency of occurrence, other trees include cypress, sycamore, black 
walnut, pecan, willow, ash, cedar elm, hackberry and wild black cherry (ibid.). 
Agarita, mustang and fox grapes, and dewberries may be found seasonally (Griffin 
1976). Fauna includes whitetail deer, jackrabbit, cottontail rabbit, squirrel, 
armadillo, raccoon, opossum, fox, and wild turkey (ibid). For an updated list see 
Table 2. 

THE SITE 

Site 41 KR 172 is a 20- by 40-meter crescent-shaped burned rock midden. It 
is located at the base of a hill in a prevalent modern stand of oak, and is in close 
proximity to Bear Creek. Quarry areas are located all along the slopes above the 
creek. A ledge of chert is present on the hill (north 528.50, east 512.34, elevation 
138) directly above the 41 KR 172 midden. 

The midden was investigated by means of nine excavated units (A-I) and a 
backhoe trench (Tl). Also investigated with site 41 KR 172 was the plowed field 
situated between the midden and Bear Creek. The field was barren in 1984 due to an 
extraordinarily dry climate. Four backhoe trenches (T2-T5) running north-south were 
also examined. 

A total station contour map was made by theodolite and infrared electronic 
measurements. It included elevations up to the chert ledge above the midden and 
also across the floodplain to the creek (Figure 3). 

OBJECTIVES 

The educational program objectives were designed to instruct archaeological 
methods and ethics to older Scouts and Scoutmasters during their one-week stay at 
the camp. The objectives were further designed to create an exhibit of a proper 
archaeological excavation at site 41 KR 172. The site would serve as an educational 
tool for those participating in the program and for younger scouts who could tour 
the site by troop. Another objective was to create a museum to curate and display 
the excavated and surface-collected artifacts for the viewing of those Scouts working 
on Indian Lore merit badges and as a focus for sharing the camp's heritage with all 
the Scouts and visitors. For educational purposes, a pamphlet would be prepared to 
include a study of the human occupation of the Bear Creek Scout Reservation; the 
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Table 2. Bear Creek Boy Scout Reservation Nature Facts (page 1). 

Trees 

Black Cherry 
Black Walnut 
Cedar Elm 
Chittan Wood 
Cypress 
Hackberry 

Edible Plants 

Agarita 
Black Walnut 
Clover 
Dew Berry 
Fox Grapes 

Jujube Plum (one - not native) 
Lacey Oak (Mountain Oak) 

Horse Mint 
Johnson Grass 
Lemon Plant 
Mesquite Live Oak 

Mexican Juniper (cedar) 
Mexican Persimmon 
Mesquite 
Osage Orange (bardok) 
Pecan 
Redbud (one) 
Red Oak 
Shin Oak 
Sumac 
Sycamore 
Water Ash 

Mexican Juniper 
Mexican Persimmon 
Muscadine 
Pecan 
Prickley Pear 
Pomegranate 
Stinging Nettle 
Spearmint 
White Oak (chinkapin) 
Yucca 

Western Soapberry (wild china) 
White Oak (chinkapin) 
Wild Plum 

Bushes 

Prickly Ash 
Cat's Claw 

Mammals 

Whitetail deer 
Axis Deer (not native) 
Sika Deer (not native) 
Armadillo 
Raccoon 
Ringtail Cat 
Brown Bat 
Field Mouse 
Skunk 
Fox 

Snakes 

Western Diamondback 
Rattlesnake 

Copperhead 
Common Water Snake 
Green Snake 
Bull Snake 

Insects 

House fly 
Wood Roach 
Stink Bug 
Soldier beetle 
Leaf-footed bug 
Monarch butterfly 
Grasshopper 
Honey bee 
Bumble bee 
Lygers bug 
Ladybird beetle 

Carp 
Catfish 
Minngus 
Perch (several kinds) 
Trout 
Black Bass 
Guadalupe Bass 

Reptiles 

Collared Lizard 
Texas Alligator Lizard 
Anole (Amer. Chameleon) 
Texas Swift 
Slider Turtle 
Soft-shelled Turtle 



Table 2. Bear Creek Boy Scout Reservation Nature Facts (page 2). 

Conmon Birds 

Turkey Vulture 
Black Vulture 

. Red-tailed Hawk 
Bobwhite 
Turkey 
Killdeer 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Inca Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Screech Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Black-chinned Hummingbird 
Golden-fronted Woodpecker 
Ladder-backed Woodpecker 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Vermillion Flycatcher 
Barn Swallow 
Scrub Jay 
Carolina Chicadee 

Turritella 
Ostrea 
Gryphaca texana 
Tucasia 
Exogyra 
Milliolid 
Proto cardia 
Worm burrows 

Fossils 

Black-crested Titmouse 
Bewick's Wren 
Carolina Wren 
Canyon Wren 
Mockingbird 
Eastern Bluebird 
Blue Gray Gnatcatcher 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
House Sparrow 
Orchard Oriole 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Bronzed Cowbird 
SUDIIler Tanager 
Cardinal 
Blue Grosbeak 
Painted Bunting 
House Finch 
Lesser Goldfinch 
Lark Sparrow 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 

Coumon Name 

Snail 
Oyster 
Oyster 
Oyster 
Clam 
Micro fossil 
Clam 
Worms 
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pamphlet wou ld be made av a i l able to all Boy Scout campers. The f i na l educa t i onal 
objec t i ve was to in i t i a te i n terest i n  the program tha t would lead to the est abli sh
ment of an archaeol ogical commi t t ee tha t would pass rules forbidding f urther 
unsc ientific digg ing on the Reservation. 

The scient i f ic objecti ves were to answer cer t a i n  ques t i ons through the 
exca va tion of site 4 1  KR 172. I n i tial ques t i ons concerned the burned rock m i dden. 
What is its size in d i ameter and thickness ? Wha t is i t s  shape in outl ine and in 
prof i le? Wh ich t i me periods and cul tures are represented in the midden depos i ts? 
Is the character of the depos i t  just rocks, or are rocks and other debris present ?  
Wha t is i t s dens i t y ?  Was the site occup ied before or a f ter the mi dden accumula t ion? 
Why was the si te occ up ied and wha t ac t i v i t ies took place? At the perimeter of the 
midden, we quest ioned the ex tent and purpose of occupation surrounding that m idden; 
a lso, wha t  is the depth of such deposi ts and the character of these deposi ts when 
compared w i th the m i dden? 

The 1983 exca vat ion objec t i ves were to first la y out a si te gr id i nst a l l i ng 
three da t um st akes. We would then choose tes t pit loca t i ons and lay out un i ts. In 
exca va t i ng the test p i ts we would dig carefully, keep records, screen so il, bag the 
artifacts, and draw prof i l es of the completed uni ts. Another 1983 object i ve was 
to clean the potho l es to expose prof i les and then sketch and photograph them. All 
recovered ma ter i als would be processed i n  our labora tory by washi ng, ident i fy i ng, 
labe l i ng, and i n ven toryi ng. 

In 1984 our objec t i ves were to con t i nue excavat ion of the 1983 test units. 
We would also choose loca t i ons and lay out new un i ts to complete a north-south and 
east-west m i dden prof i l e and to exca vate these uni ts to ster i le levels. Another 
object i ve was to backhoe-trench the floodpla i n  to correla te the occupat ion on the 
floodpla i n  w i th the use of the mi dden and to determi ne wha t  the past na ture of the 
creek had been in its mea nder i ng wi thin the Bear Creek canyon. We would draw these 
backhoe trench prof i l es ,  and all ma ter i al recovered would be processed in the 
laboratory. 

THE EXCAVATIONS 

The archaeological method at Bear Creek was designed for Scouts, 14 years old 
or older, who were interested i n  some thing beyond working on mer i t  badges. The 
program was also open for Scoutmasters wishing to t ake the course. There was a l i m i t  
o f  10 part i c i pants for each o f  the si x-week sess ions. We met three hours each day 
for f i ve days. The cl ass was organized each week on Monday in the l aboratory. The 
lab was a garage-sized bu ild i ng w i th runn i ng wa ter nearby. I t  was wall ed wi th 
pri nted archaeological ma ter i a l ,  includ i ng a prehistor i c  t i me line, leaving onl y  some 
wall space to show slides. We arranged tables and cha irs for working. There was 
a display case and a lso several chests of drawers for our art ifacts. A l l of our 
equ i pment was stored in the lab. The survey equi pmen t, screens, and record forms 
were prov i ded by LiSA-CAR and STAA . The methods whi ch were appli ed for this project 
were adapted from Hem ion's Fi eld and Laboratory Handbook ( 1983). 

After studying the time line and exam i n i ng the donated art i facts from various 
Bear Creek col l ectors and from the STAA s i te survey . the Scouts were g i ven an 
instructiona l lesson i n  excavat ion techn ique . They were f amiliarized w i th the 
equi pment a nd record-keep ing sheets. We would walk to the s i te where the gr id was 
explained. The Scouts would then walk to the nearby chert quarry. V i ewing the quarry 
gave the Scouts a broader picture of the existence of the Ind i ans in the area 
surround ing our midden site . Also . the Scouts ga i ned confidence as they recognized 
chert i n  their exca v a t i on and screen i ng through st udying the or iginal ledge out crop 
source. 

The Scou ts excava ted Tuesday through Thursday. They were told tha t  there was 
no reason to rush , si nce � �  was  unimpor tant as to the number of levels dug by camp's 
end. Any pi t could be reopened as one of the next year' s. goa ls. Scout s  were 
encouraged to enjoy their diggi ng w i t h  freedom to take breaks and to drink wa ter. 



They were en couraged to paus e and to thi nk about what they were do ing . They worked 
at the i r  own pa ce , but they were pe rs i s tent because they wanted to uncover a r t i f a c t s . 
�o s t  of the Sc out a rchaeologi s t s  were able to handle f r e shly excava ted s t one tools 
and cores f rom at l e a s t  one pit dur ing the week . 

Usually the S couts excavated and s c re ened the i r  p i t s  in teams of two or three 
( F i gure 4) . Somet ime s the s ame excavator s c reened his own dirt . They always s tayed 
with the s ame uni t  dur i ng the week . Although every Sc out did not excavate diagno s t i c  
a r t i f a c t s  o r  feature s , many were surpr i s ed and pleased t o  di s cover the a c cumula t ion 
re sult ing f rom the i r  s c reen i ng . An imal bone s , snail she lls , cha r coal p i e c e s , chert 
flake s , and chert chips were kept . The S cout s  counted and recorded the bucke ts of 
burned rocks from each l evel . They reali zed how v e ry much i s  lo s t  when a pothun t e r  
pulls out a notab l e  a r t i fa c t , leaving behind the d i s turbed s i te wi thout context 
noted . When f i r s t  looking into the i r  p i t s  the S couts felt that the a c curacy o f  the 
d i gging would be d i f f i cu l t  to a c compl i s h . An in-p i t  demons t rat i on with a line level 
and t rowel gave the S cout s the forti tude to t ake that i n i t i al s t a b  into the we1l
swept f l oor . The S couts were asked to leave the i r  un i t s  a t  a comple ted level on 
Thur s day . Thi s allowed the next week ' s  S couts a v i ew of a properly comp l e ted level . 

On F r i day the Scout a r chaeolog i s t s  went to the lab whe re they wa shed , 
cat alogued , and s tored the i r  f i nds . They then glanced through publi cat ions whi ch 
de s c r i bed s imi l a r  completed a rchaeo log i c al inve s t i gat ions . The impo rtance of the 
Bear Creek Reserva t i on ' s  pro j e c t  wr i t e -up wa s cons i de red . 

One educa t iona l ob j e ct ive for the program was to turn the vandali zed midden 
into an exhi b i t  of what an archaeologi cal pro j e c t  should look like . The a r chaeologi
cal program area did t ruly come to "look proper . "  Eventually the pothole s were 
f i lled in with the s c reened d i r t . The s t ra i ght -wa 1 led and flat-floored uni t s  were 
shaded by canvas sunshade s .  Therefore , dur i ng the 1 9 84 s ummer s eason , t ours for 
en t i re t roops of non-pa r t i c i pat i ng Scouts and leaders were conducted through the 
excavation and lab . App rox ima t e l y  400 junior high s chool boys pa r t i c ipated in the 
one-hour tour in 1 9 84 . They were told why the previously l ooted midden wa s being 
excava ted and why they should not d i s turb a r chaeolog i c al s i t e s . 

Dur ing the clos ing days of camp s t a f f  members , along wi th Order of the Arrow 
ordeal candidates , helped to seal the ex cavated un i t s  for the wint er . Thi s  wa s done 
by cut t i ng 48-inch squares o f  one-ha l f  i nch plywood and drilling holes in the 
corners . The s e  lids were then set down by s l ipping them over the four corner s t akes 
of the p i t s . Pla s t i c  shee t s  were pla ced over the plywood and the squares wer e  then 
cove red with d i rt . When the sunshades were removed the s i t e looked untouched . 
Before camp opened for the 1 9 84 season these lids were removed and the uni t s  were 
i n  exc ellent shape . The un i t s  were aga in covered a f t er the 1 984 s ea son . 

The Un i t s  

Comparable s o i l  hor i zons could be di s t i ngui shed through inve s t i ga t i ng the 
uni t s .  The s e  were des ignated as Hori zons 0 ,  A with a s ubho r i z on A I , and B .  The 
brown i sh-bla ck s ilt topsoil wa s labe l ed Hori zon O .  Pressure flake s « . 4 em) were 
noted i n  this ho r i zon . Hor i zon A wa s d i s cerned to be the cultural midden whi c h  wa s 
mostly ash « 3% soil) . P redomi nant i n  the ash were angular lime s t one f ragment s . 
Inc lus ive in the uppe r s e c t ions of thi s ho r i zon , howeve r , was a moderate brown s i lt 
mixed wi th the ash . In other regards , thi s upper s e c t ion , A I , was s imilar to A with 
angu l a r  l ime s t one f r agments and cul tural ma te r ial . Hor i zon B was the soil below the 
midden ; i t  con s i s ted of mode rate yellow i sh-brown s ilty sand . Although thi s hor i zon 
became s t e r i l e , cul tural ma t e r i a l  was s porad i c  in the uppe r  levels ( F i gures SA and 
5 B ) . 

Dur ing the 1983 summer s e ason , Un i t s  A ,  B ,  C ,  D ,  and E were laid out and 
opened . Uni t  A i s  not included i n  the prof ile drawings because on July 20 when the 
prof iles were drawn , A wa s excava t ed down to only 50 em and no s t rat igraph i c  
change f rom the brown i sh-black s i lt topsoil wa s indi ca ted a t  that t ime . The depth 
of excavation for the other un i t s  at the end of the 1983 s e a s on is indi cated on the i r  
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respe ctive profi l es (Figu re 5B ) . These units were opened again for the 1984 season, 
and work in them continued during that summe r. New ly opened in 1984 were units P ,  
G ,  H ,  and I (Figu re 3 ) .  Due to l ack of time, these units ha v e  not, as yet, been 
profil ed. 

Three pe rmanent datum po i nts were situated in cement on the top of the midden 
in a north-south alignment. A grid of one-meter squa res associated with a horizonta l 
main datum, noted as �50/ E50, provided horizontal contro l. Grid squa res were 
s e l e cted for excav ation, which wou l d  resu lt in no rth-south and east-west profil es. 
A survey e r ror oc curred in Units F and G due to having been l aid out and measured 
from unit A, which was not squa re. Units H and I were incorrectly located due to 
survey error. These errors were di scovered near the end of the 1984 season by Ray 
Smith using his transit. Their cor rect locations were noted on the site map (Figure 
3 ) .  Previous to the project, Unit B had been the l a rgest pothol e  which we subse
quent ly prepared for excavation and, for this reason, it was located as such. 

A l l vertic a l  measurements, using the metric system, were read in relation to 
the pe rmanent N50 datum with an assumed e l ev ation of 100 feet . The corner e l eva
tions were checked toward the end of the 1984 season and both the 1983 e l e vations 
and 1984 elev ations will be given for the units. In addition, the f loor of the pits 
were shot to check for the Scouts ' digging a c curacy toward the end of the 1984 
season; no pit was found to be off by more than one centimete r from their re corded 
l ine l e v e l  re adings. 

Standard STAA forms were used in the field and the lab. Al l dirt from each 
level was scr eened through a i-inch mesh; bone, she l l, and lithics were saved and 
have been curated at the Reservation for future resear ch. The buckets used to 
dete rmine burned rock density were standard two-ga l l on size. The fol lowing is a 
general overview of the units. For detai l ed desc riptions of e a ch unit refer to 
Ste e l e  (1984) :  

Unit A: N36 E50 
1983 e l e vation: 
1984 e l e vation: 
Maximum depth: 

97. 77 
97.72 
one meter 

This unit se ems to be located at the very edge of the midden, as burned rock 
was found on the north side of the unit but not the south side. A lithic s c atter 
was re corded and drawn for L e v e l  4 (30-40 em ) which inc l uded a Pede rna l es base 
(Specimen A4; Figure 6, D )  at 33 em depth/S40 W40. L e v e l  7 (60-70 cm)  had no 
indication of midden a ccumul ation. In L e v e l  8 (70-80 cm ) ,  the chert debris decreased 
by 50%. Se v e r a l  f l akes were found that had patination. L e v e l s  9 and 10 (80-100 cm) 
were cultura l l y ste rile. 

unit B: �45 E45 
1983 e l evation: 97. 98 
1984 e l e vation: 97. 98 
Maximum depth of excav ation of unit: 118 em (50 cm below v e rtical datum, 

68 cm be low surfa ce ) 
Figure SA 

Unit B was p l a c ed in a l a rge potho l e  on the west s l ope of the midden. A narrow 
bench of undistu rbed deposits was discovered beginning just below the midden (i . e., 
pothunters to re out the midden deposit but stopped at the soil color and texture 
change ) .  At this depth (68 em ) ,  a 2-mete r by 1/2-meter unit was l aid out oriented 
northwest-southe ast by straightening up the midden/pothol e  profil e. 

A rodent bu rrow was e xposed in the profi l e  protruding through Lev e l l .  A 
t hinned-base Early Triangu l a r  bifa c e  (Spe cimen B2; Figu re 6, A )  was excavated from 
L e v e l  2 (78-88 c m )  a t  a depth of 82 cm, and was located north-c entral in the unit. 
L e v e l  3 (88-98 c m )  provi ded good che rt recov ery, notably l a rge f l akes, chunks, and 



Figure 2 .  Bear Creek Scout Reservation collections on display . 
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Figure 4 .  Bear Creek Scouts working at 41 KR 172 . 
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41 KR 112 
UNIT "0" ( N 43 / E 61 ) 

EAST WALL 

LITHOLOGY DESCR I PTIONS 

I .  "0" Hor i z on - 5 Yr 2 / 1  brown i s h  black s i l t topso i l ; 0-20 cm thi c k  
( variab l e )  organ i c  ( humus ) wi th gra s s e s ; wi th angu
lar " f ragmented " ( s pa l l ed )  l ime s tone f ragments to 2 
cm ; l i thi c s : pre s sure f l akes < . 4 cm) ; @ 5-8% ash 
c ontent . 

I I . "A" Hori zon - " Cul tural Midden " predomi nant l y  angular l imes tone 
f ragment s ;  variabl e  i n  s i z e ;  4N4 medium dark gray 
s i l ty ash , < 3% s o i l s ; mo s t ly ash with o rgan i c  f rag
men t s --poor l y  sorted ( low s i l t  c on tent ) .  

I I I . "A1 " Hori zon- 5 Yr 3/4 moderate brown s i l t ; poor l y  so rted wi th 
angular l ime s t one f ragments ( cu l tural material ) .  

IV . " B "  Hor i z on - " Pa l eoSol " 10 Yr 5 /4 mode rate ye l l owish brown s i lty 
sand 4 . 0 0 ( . 06 m . m . ) ;  very we l l  sorted with l ime
s tone f ragments t o  3 . 0 cm . 

F i gure 5 B . Pro f i l e s  o f  Un i t s  C ,  D .  and E ,  S i t e  4 1  KR 1 7 2 , Bear Creek Boy S cout 
Re s e r v a t i on . 
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exhaus ted core s . A large biface f ragment was excavated in the northeast corner of 
Level 4 a t  107 cm . The chert debri s  was cons iderably less in Level 5 ( 108 - 1 1 8  cm) . 

Uni t  C :  N43 E 5 5  
1 9 8 3  el evation : 
1 984 e l eva t i on : 
Maximum depth of 
F i gure 5B 

9 9 . 26 
9 9 . 20 
excavat ion of un i t : 1 10 cm 

Un i t  C is the c l o s e s t  uni t  to the apex of the midden . The northwe s t  corne r 
between 40 to 80 cm appears to represent a baking pit . W i t hi n  Leve l s  1-4 ( 0-40 cm) 
the burned rocks were qui t e  heav i ly packed ; howe ve r , Level 5 ( 40-50 cm) became 
l i ghter with ash , and the rocks were covered with a very whi t e  ash . Level 6 ( 50-60 
cm) was s o  powdery that the l e,ve l  could be swept up with a whi s k  broom . Leve l 7 ( 60-
70 cm) was l i kew i s e  powdery . Leve l s  8 and 9 ( 70-90 cm) we re equa l ly c omposed of ashy 
rock and the base of the pit s e emingly ended ; howeve r , the exa c t  def i n i t i on was not 
c l ear . A c rude core s c rape r was excavat ed f rom Level 7 a t  61 cm depth and a l i th i c  
c o r e  was excavated f rom L e v e l  8 a t  7 7  c m  depth . Both c o r e s  were s i tuated on t h e  east 
s ide of the perceived baking pit . 

Level 10 ( 90- 1 00 cm) r e corded a hal f-bucket of burned rocks . There wer e  no 
buckets of burned rock recorded for Level 11 ( 1 00- 1 10 cm) . Cons idering the s o i l  
change t o  Hor i zon B ,  i t  appears the midden ends i n  the 10th level . An "Early Corner 
Not ched" basal f ragment ( Spec imen C10 ; F i gure 6 , B )  was not found in s i tu but 
defini tely was a s s o c i ated with the yel l ow-brownish s o i l  be l ow the midden depos i t . 

Uni t  D :  N43 E 6 1  
1 9 8 3  e l evat i on : 9 9 . 08 
1 984 e l evat ion : 9 9 . 03 
Maximum depth excavation of un it : 130 cm 
Figure 5B 

A hearth was excavated between 20 and 5 5  cm and can be s een i n  the east profi l e  
( F i gure 5 B ) . One s ide s c raper was excavated f rom Lev e l  2 a t  a depth o f  1 9  c m  (N35 
W30 ) and appeared to be a s s o c i ated wi t h  the hearth .  A c o re was found wi thin the 
hearth in the northwe s t  quadrant at 22 cm depth . Another core was excavated f rom 
within the hearth feature . I t s  in situ pos i t ion was not c l ea r l y  noted , but i t  seemed 
to have been rest ing upon the rocks that l i ned the hearth . One core c hopper was 
excavated f rom Level 5 at a depth of 45 cm in the s outhwes t  quadrant . 

Uni t  E :  N43 E65 
1 983 e l evation : 
1 984 e l evat ion : 
Maximum depth of 
F igure 5B 

9 9 . 3 5 
9 9 . 3 1 
excavat i on of uni t : 60 cm 

Thi s  uni t  was l o ca ted completely off the midden except at Level 4 ( 30-40 cm) 
whe re two buckets of burned rock were retri eved f rom the northwe s t  and northeas t  
quadrants . Thi s  mi ght i ndi cate the eastern extremi t y  of the midden o c curring at thi s 
depth . 

Uni t  F :  N36 E 5 5  
1 9 8 4  e l e va t i on : 97 . 7 9 
Maximum depth of excavat i�n o f  un it : 50 cm 

Thi s  uni t  was a l s o  located completely off the midden as no burned rock was 
reported . There is no change in the level ' s  s o i l  whi ch is Hori zon 0 topso i l . I n  
Level l ( 0-10 cm) , a n  unfini shed Pedernales pro j e c t i l e  point base with 30% cortex 
on one s ide was found on the s c reen . A barbed Pedernales base ( Spec imen F2 ; F i gure 
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6, E) was excavated from Level 2 at a depth of 18 cm (NlO E20). A Marsha l l  projectile 
point (Specimen F4, Figure 6, F) was excavated in association with a bifacial tool 
(Specimen F4; Figure 7, C), which is loca l l y  known as a "Hi l l  Country Fist Axe, " but 
is referred to by Turner and Hester ( 1985) as a butted knife. The Marsha l l  
projectil e  point was excavated at a depth of 36 cm (N25 E38) and the tool was 
uncovered at 37.5 cm (N30 E38). 

Unit G: N33 E6l 
1984 elevat i on: 97.61 
Maximum depth of excavation of unit: 70 cm 

Level s  1 -3 (0-30 cm) are composed of Horizon 0 brownish-bl ack silt topsoil. 
A perforator base (Specimen G l; Figure 7, A) was excavated from Leve l l at a depth 
of 10 cm (N55 E 1 8). Level 4 (30-40 cm) began to uncover the southeast extremity of 
the midden. The south two-thirds of the fifth leve l (40-50 cm) was heavily 
concentrated with therma l ly fractured limestone chunks and it seems likely that this 
represents the southern extremity of the midden. Numerous chert f lakes, burned and 
unburned, were lodged among the rock fragments. A reworked Bulverde projectil e  point 
(Specimen G5, Figure 6 , C) excavated from Level S was discovered at a depth of 50 cm 
(N03 E 1 2). A burned rock scatter was present throughout Level 6 (50-60 cm), but it 
was more concentrated in the southeast quadrant. The larger f l akes were recovered 
from the southern third of the unit at this l eve l .  A l arge bifacia l piece was 
located in the southwest corner at 55 cm depth; it may represent either a tool or 
a l ithic failure. 

Unit H: N50 E27 
1984 elevation: 97. 98 
Maximum depth of excavation of unit: 70 cm 

The soil in this unit was continuously brownish-bl ack Horizon 0 topsoil. 
Lighter and sandy in the upper three leve ls (0-30 cm), it became darker and hard 
packed with c l ay in the l ower four l evels (30-70 cm). One distal bifacia l fragment 
was excavated from Level 1 (0- 10 cm); one pa lm-size, f l at, bifacia l ly-chipped cobble 
was excavated from Level 2 at a depth of 13 cm (N40 E22). A l arge rock was uncovered 
that was not measured, but was l arge enough to sit upon. It was exposed in Level 
6 (50-60 cm) and removed in Level 7 (60-70 cm). Also at Level 7 sma l l  pieces of 
burned limestone were scattered throughout the unit but seemed to be independent from 
the midden. 

Unit I: N50 E27 
1984 el evation: 97.98 (Unit I used the same corner designator as Unit H) 
Maximum depth of excavation of unit: 70 cm 

The soil is the same as Unit H. The dista l tip of a projectil e  point was found 
at Leve l 4 (30-40 cm). At Leve l 7 (60-70 cm) the soil is brownish-black; however, 
ash was mixed within the soil. A few unidentified anima l bones were found at this 
level. To the immediate west, the "sitting rock" was found in Leve l 7 of Unit H; 
it was considered to be associated with this possib le cooking area. 

The Artifacts 

The artifacts represent an assembl age that suggests 41 KR 172 was occupied from 
the Ear ly through the Late Archaic periods based on chronologies offered by Hester 
(1980), Prewitt ( 1981), and Turner and Hester (1985). Abbreviations are as fo l l ows: 
ML=Maximum Length; MW=Maximum Width; MT=Maximum Thickness; SW=Stem Width; ND=Notch 
Depth, and WT=Weight. 



The P ro je c ti l e  Points 

Ea r ly Tr iangular ( Spec imen B2 , F i gure 6 , A) 
Thi n with para l l e l  obl i que f l ake s cars along the edges , this Ear l y  Archa i c  

po int has a ba s e  thinned b y  long v e r t i c a l  f l akes ( He s t e r  1980) . 
ML : 60 . 5  mm; MW : 28 . 5  mm ;  MT : 5 . 5  mm ;  WT : 9 . 6  gm .  

" Ea r ly Corne r No t ched " ( Spec imen C I 0 , F i gure 6 , B ) 
Thi s  Ear l y  Archai c pro j e c t i l e  po int i s  des cribed by Hester ( 1 9 8 0 )  as a s e r i e s  

whi c h  cons i s ts o f  po ints hav i ng corner-not ched s t ems . 
ML : 30 mm ;  MW : 3 6 mm ;  MT : 6 . S  mm ;  ND : 6  mm ;  WT : 8 . 1  gm .  

Bul v e rde ( Spec imen G5 , F igure 6 , C )  
Bulverde i s  characteri zed by s trong shoulders wi th a thin , f in e l y-chi pped base 

( Turner and Hester 1985 ) and o c curs in the Ea r l y  Archa i c  and Middle Archa i c  per i od s  
( Prewi t t  198 1 ) . 

ML : 84 mm ;  MW : 39 mm ;  MT : 8 . 5  mm; SW : 1 6 mm; WT : 1 9 . 3  gm .  

Pederna l e s  ( Spec imen A4 , F i gure 6 , D )  
Ind i c a t i v e  o f  Pederna l e s  pro j e c t i l e  points are the bi furcated stem and deep 

concavity in the bas e ; they are ext reme l y  common i n  the Midd l e  Archa i c  (Turner and 
Hester 1 9 8 5 ) . 

ML : 4 7 mm; MW : 4 9  mm; MT=8 mm ;  SW : 20 mm ;  ND : 6  mm; WT : 1 5 . 3  gm .  

Pederna l e s  ( Spec imen F2 , F i gure 6 , E )  
See des c r i ption above . 
ML : 60 mm; MW : 4 3 mm ;  MT : 8  mm; SW : 2 1 . 5  mm ;  ND : 7  mm; WT : 1 7 . 3  gm .  

Ma rsha l l  ( Spe c imen F4 , F i gure 6 , F )  
The broad t r i angular point has s t rong shoulders and a r e l a t i v e l y  short 

e xpanding s t em with a c oncave base ( Turne r and Hester 198 5 ) . Prewi t t  ( 1 9 8 1 : 7 6 )  
extends the use o f  the Marsha l l  pro j ec t i l e  point into the ea r l i e s t  Late Archa i c  
pha s e . Although Marsha l l  po ints are cons idered a key index marker for the pr e v i ous 
pha se and Mont e l l  pro j ect i l e  poi n t s  are an indi cator for the Uvalde phase of the Late 
Archa i c  ( i bi d . ) ,  the author agrees in this case with P rewi t t ' s  ext ens i on of the 
Ma rshal l ' s use a l s o into the Uva lde phase . Th i s  seems l ike l y  as the Marsha l l  point 
e xcavated f rom 41 KR 172 was i n  a s s o c i a t i on with a " Butted Kn i f e "  bi face c ons idered 
by Turne r  and H e s t e r  ( 1 98 5 )  to hav e  been ut i l i z ed in the Late Archa i c  period . 
Furthe r ,  more Mont e l l  pro j e c t i l e  po i n t s  acqui red from the midden by Bear Creek 
pothunters were shown to the author . 

ML : 48 mm ;  MW : 4 2 mm ;  MT : 7 . 5  mm; SW : 1 8 mm ;  ND : 2  mm; WT : 10 . 3  gm .  

The Tool s 

Perfora tor/Dr i l l  ( Spe c imen G 1 , F i gure 7 , A) 
Chara c t e r i z ed by a l ong , t apered b i t  that is di amond-shaped i n  cross-s e c t i on , 

the spe c imen i s  b i fa c i a l l y f l aked ( Turner and He s t e r  198 5 ) . The bit is broken from 
the spec imen . 

ML : 6 6 mm; MW : 4 4 mm :  MT : 1 5 mm ;  WT : 3 9 . 1  mm. 

Perforator/Dr i l l ( Spec imen I 2 , F i gure 7 , B )  
Same as de s c r i bed abo ve . Thi s  tool i s  qui t e thin and appears to have been 

reworked . The bit is broken f rom the spe c imen . 
ML : 60 mm ;  MW : 5 4 . S  mm ;  MT : 8 . 5  mm ;  WT : 24 . 4 gm .  
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F i gure 6 .  P ro j e c t i l e  Points f rom S i t e  4 1  KR 1 7 2  on Bear Creek Boy S cout Reserva
t i on . A ,  Spec imen B2 , Early T r i angul a r ; B ,  Spec imen C I0 , "Early Corner 
Not ched " ;  C ,  Spec imen G5, Bul v e rde ; D ,  Specimen A4 , Pedernal e s ; E ,  Speci 
men F 2 , Pederna l e s ; F ,  Spe c imen F4 , Ma rsha l l . Drawings by Rita Neureu
the r . 
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F igure 7 .  Too ls f rom Site 4 1  KR 172 on Bear Creek Boy Scout Reservat ion . A ,  Speci 
men Gl , dri l l /perforator ; B ,  Specimen 12 , dri l l /perforator ; C ,  Specimen 
F4 , "Butted Kni fe " ; D ,  Specimen Tl , "Butted Knif e " ; E ,  Spec imen 16 , bif
ace fragment . Drawings by Rita Neureuthe r .  
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" Bu t t ed Kn i f e "  Bi f a c e  ( Spe c imen F4 , F i gure 7 , C )  
Thi s bi f a c e  i s  c hara c t eri zed by a rounded natural c obbl e handgr i p  and oppos ing 

worked edge . Thi s tool form is a t t r i buted to  t he Late Archa i c  pe r i od ( Turner and 
He s t e r  1 9 8 5 ) . Thi s  sma l l  b i f a c e  wa s excavated 1 n  a s so c i a t i on w i t h  a Ma rsha l l  ( F4 ,  
F i gure 6 , F )  pro j e c t i l e  po int . 

XL : 9 1  mm ;  � : 4 6  mm ;  MT : 1 6 mm ;  WT : 5 5 . 2  gm .  

" But t ed Kn i f e " B i f a c e  ( S pec imen I l , F i gure 7 , n )  
Same a s  But ted Kn i f e  Biface  ( Specimen F4 , F i gure 7 , C ) , only thi s spec imen i s  

l a rge r . S tone a r t i f a c t s  such as F 4  and T 1  are l o c a l ly known as  "Hi l l  Count ry F i s t  
Axes . "  

�L : 1 2 5  mm ;  MW : 6 8 mm ;  MT : 4 2 mm ;  WT : 2 5 9 . 8  gm . 

und e t e rmined Bi f a c e  ( Spec imen 1 6 ,  F i gure 7 ,  E )  
Thi s  spec imen i s  pos s i b l y  the d i s t al  t i p  o f  a b i f a c i a l  kni f e . I t s  appea rance 

sugge s t s  t h i s  fun c t ion as  i t s  s t ra i ghtened edge has a thinned oppo s i ng conv e x  edge . 
ML : 7 3 . 5  mm ;  MW : 24 mm ;  � : 6 . 5  mm ;  WT : 7 . 6 gm . 

The Trenches 

The f i r s t  t rench was dug by ba c khoe in  the s ummer of  1 9 8 3 , and it prof i l ed the 
we s t e rn s l ope of the midden ( Fi gure 5 , A ) . A que s t i on had been formulated as to 
whe ther Level 5 ( 1 08 - 1 1 8  em) of the Cn i t  B ye l l owi s h-brown s o i l  depo s i t  mi ght contain 
c u l tural rema i ns . The t rench answe red the que s t ion nega t i v e l y  for this  l o c a t ion . 
�o cul tural mat e r i a l  was obse r ved i n  t he trench prof i l e . One core choppe r ,  one 
Pede rna l e s  po i n t  and a but t ed b i f a c e  we re found in t he back d i r t . 

Four backhoe t re n ches were dug i n  1 984 : Trench 2 ( 60 . 9 6 S  5 0 . 88 E ) , Trench 3 
( 8 8 . 39 S  50 . 8 8 E ) , Trench 4 ( 1 1 5 . 83 S  5 0 . 8 8E ) , and Trench 5 ( 12 9 . 5 4 S  5 0 . 88 E ) . The se  
t renches produc ed a c ro s s - s e c t i on prof i l e  across  t he f l oodp l a i n  to the  Bear Creek . 
The s e  north-south t r enches were s tagge red a c ro s s  the p l owed f i e l d south of  t he midden 
( F i gure 3 ) . As was s t a t ed in the 1 9 84 ob j e c t i v e s , these t renches were a means t o  
corre l a t e  the o c cupa t ion on the f loodp l a i n  t o  the u s e  of  t he midden and t o  d e t e rmine 
wha t  the pas t  nature of the creek had been in i t s  meander i ng wi thin t he Bear Creek 
c a nyon . The depos i t ions i n  Trenches 2-5 represent a l t e rna t ing layers of  f i ne and 
coar s e  sedime n t s  wh i c h  i s  typi cal  of  a f l oodpl a i n/abandoned s tream sequen ce ( F igures 
8 - 1 1 ) . The s tr e am grav e l  was deepe s t  i n  Trench 4 and may represent a ma i n  c hannel 
of  the c r eek prior t o  the present  course t o  the s outh of the f l oodp l a i n . 

I n  Tren c h  2 ,  zone t rans i t ion f rom 1 to 2 ,  one burned rock and f l akes were 
recorded at  an approx ima t e  e l e vat ion of  96 . 7 5 .  In Trench 3 Zone 2 ,  one che r t  chunk 
may repre s en t  a pos s i b l e  f l ood depo s i t  from the r i v e r . In Trench 3 Zone 5b , a 10-
em l ens of  c harcoal  f l ecking and one burned rock were r e c o rded at  an  e l evat i on of 
9 5 . 20 .  Th i s  may be represen t a t i v e  of  a natura l f i re . In  Trench 5 Zone 2b , howeve r ,  
a de f i n i te cul tural hori zon i s  repre sented i n  the prof i l e  a t  an  e l e v a t i on of  9 5 . 50 .  
This  l ayer i s  be l ow a mas s i ve s t ream bed load depo s i t  of  pebbl es , cobbl e s , and 
boul ders that were l a rger than baske t ba l l  si z e . The cul tural hor i zon i s  demons t ra ted 
by t he pres ence  of con s i derabl e  quan t i t i e s  of chert , inc l ud i ng a l i t h i c  core , f l akes , 
and a t r i mmed chi p .  

DISCUS S IO� 

The Bear Creek Boy S cout Reserva t i on s i t e 4 1  KR 1 7 2  was used by Early Archa i c  
to  Late Archa i c  peop l e  a s  indi cated by " Ea r l y  Corner Not ched , "  Bul v e rde , Pederna l e s  
a n d  ;';arsha l l  pro j e c t i l e po i nt s . The Trench 5 Zone 2b cul tural hori zon may be 
contemporary w i t h  the midden or i t  may repre s ent an e a r l i e r  o cc upat i on . This hor i zon 
s hould be excavated a s  a future research ob je c t i v e . 
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Plow Zone : dark grey brown , s i l ty cl ay loam wi th numerous cul tural ma 
t e r i a l s  inc luding burned rock , chert f l akes ; s o i l  becomes gradua l ly 
l i ghter in color . Interface between Zones 1 and 2 is not abrupt but 

d i s t inctive ; at interface between Zones 1 and 2 is a layer of cul tural 
material inc luding burned rock ; flakes are present on top of grave l .  

Grave l s : poorly sorted , smal l e r  in s i z e  than gravels in Trench 3 ,  mostly 
tennis bal l  s i z e or smal l e r ; most are not rounded gravels ; within a l i ght 
brown s i l ty cl ay . 

Ca lcareous c l ay :  l i ght redd i s h  brown at bottom of t rench ; an increase 
in calcium carbonate , mottled with calc ium carbonate concentrates ( almost 
l i ke l i t t l e  pocket s  of cal iche ) with scatters of l imes tone f ragments ; 
f i ne r  in texture towards bottom of Zone 3 .  

No cul tural material below top o f  Zone 2 ( below Gravel ) . 

F i gure 8 .  Pro f i l e  of Trench 2 ,  41 KR 1 7 2 , Bear Creek Boy Scout Reservat ion . 
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Uppe r  plow zone : dark , almost black , silty clay loam ; sca t t e r ed cul tural 
mat e rials ( mostly f lakes) ; gradual transition to Zone 2 .  

Grey brown clay � fine grain ; not silty ;  one che r t  chunk ; no rock ; very 
sca t t e red cu l tural material . 

Gravel Lens : poorly so r t ed ; calcareous ; fist s � ze and smal l e r  wi thin 
reddish brown clay loam mat rix . 

Thin layer r e dd i sh clay with ca lcare ous sand : grades into Zone SA ( de
scr i pt i on also for 5B and 5 C) .  

A :  Fine brown clay ; cal car e ous . 
B :  Thin laye r ,  same sediment with scatte red charcoal f l ecking within 1 0 -

c m  band ; one smal l  burned limestone rock obse rved ( no burned flakes 
or snails) ; like ly natural fire ! 

C :  Same as SA . 

A l l  Zones dip t o  sou t h  t owards mode rn Bear Creek . 

Figure 9. Profil e o f  Tr ench 3 ,  4 1  KR 172 , on Bear Creek Boy Scout Reserva t i on. 
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P l ow Zone : gray s i l t y  loamy s o i l  wi th few f l akes . 

25aft. 5Octft. 

ZONE 2 :  Mas s i v e  gravel depos i t : l ight gray brown ; f i s t-s i z e  to sma l l  gravel ;  the 
mat r i x  is s i l t y  toward upper one-ha l f  of Zone 2 ,  lower one-thi rd v e ry 
coars e , c a l careous s and . 

ZONE 3 :  L i ght gray brown sandy c l ay : mo s t ly fine texture . 

ZONE 4 :  Gravel Zone (mos t ly sma l l ) w i t h  ca l ca reous s and and c l ay matrix . 

ZONE 5 :  F ine Clay ( l i ght brown ) . 

ZONE 6 :  Gravel Zone ( barely expos ed a t  bot t om of trench) . 

F i gure 10 . Prof i l e  of Trench 4 ,  4 1  KR 1 7 2 , on Bear Creek Boy S cout Reservat ion . 
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Dark grey s i l t y  c l ay l oam : l i ght mo t t l i ng by cal careous gri t ; thi ckens ' 
towa rds south to Bear Creek ; s c a t t e red cultural ma t e r i a l s .  

Mas s i v e  s t r e ambed l oad depos i t  o f  pebble s , cobbl e s , boulders b i gger than 
baske tba l l -s i z e  l ime s tone chert . 

Upper :  thicke s t ; l i ght grey/cobb l e s  and grav e l s  are we l l  rounded ; matrix 
i s  s i l ty .  

2B : Lower :  mo s t  ma S S 1 v e  boulders wi t h  cal careous coarse sand and sma l l  peb
b l e s . 

At bot t om o f  2 B  at the c ontact with Zone 3 :  Cul tural hori zon : cons iderable quan
t i t i e s  of che rt , t r immed chips , core , f l akes res t i ng upon or w i thin top 
of Zone 2 .  

ZONE 3 :  Pure depos i t ; coarse cal careous s and and sma l l  pebbl e s . 

ZONE 4 :  Sandy c lay ; much f iner than Zone 3 ;  charcoal f l ecking ( 1 5 em thi cknes s ) . 

ZONE 5 :  Clay l oam mi xed w i t h  s ome sma l l e r  gravel s .  

F igure 1 1 .  Prof i l e  o f  Trench 5 ,  4 1  KR 1 7 2 , on Bear Creek Boy S cout Reserva t i on . 



Pos s i bly the Archa i c  midden users may have been a t t ra c t ed to the area because 
o f  the quan t i t y  o f  chert that wa s av a i lab l e . A s i gn i f i c ant numbe r of l i t hic cores 
were excavated wi th s ome having been un cove red f rom within hearth areas . Bear Creek 
is a known qua rry area and s l ab ( t abu l a r )  chert can be found in l edges on the va l l ey 
s l opes overlooking t he creek . A l edge o f  che rt is lo cated on the h i l l  ( N  528 . 50/E 
5 1 2 . 34 ,  e l evat ion 138 ) d i re c t l y  above the 4 1  KR 1 7 2  midd en . I n  ana l y z i ng t he 1 9 7 6  
s i t e survey map and forms , Tab l e  2 wa s c ompi l ed . I t  bec ame c l ear that e a c h  o f  the 
known middens a l ong Bear Creek is in c l ose d i s tance to a qua rry s i t e or qua rry 
workshop s i t e . Thi s  sugge s t s  a spa t i a l  func t i on of the mi ddens to the qua rry 
l o c a t ions . Furthermore , at 41 KR 1 7 2 , a high concentra t i on of s e c ondary pres sure 
f l akes were uncovered with no comp l e t e d  pro j e c t i l e  poi nt s . The author specul a t e s  
that the Bear Creek middens may have s e rv ed a s  l o c a l e s  t o  heat t reat t he i r  qua rr i ed 
chert for tool-mak ing/ma i ntenance . Whi l e  the qua l i t y of t he chert a t  Bear Creek i s  
n o t  poor , i t  may have bene f i ted f rom t h i s  hea t i ng proc e s s . Furthe r research might 
inc l ude e xperimentat ion wi th heat t reat ing some Bear Creek chert spec imens . Th i s  
theory might a l s o  be tes ted by s tudying the f l akes a s  t o  the ra t i o  o f  hea t t reated 
ve rsus unt reated f l akes . 

The Bear Creek middens are s imi lar in many ways to the others found i n  Cent ra l  
Texa s . For example , they are loca ted by the wa terway i n  modern s tands o f  oak . 
Cons iderat ion of a chert hea t -t reat ing func t i on of the middens does not prec lude any 
of the other po s s i b l e  fun c t ions be l i eved to have occurred at midden s i t es e l s ewhere . 
I t  i s  far more l i ke l y  that the Bear Creek middens s e rved a mu l t i -fun c t ion c apa c i t y . 
The burned angular l ime s t one rocks may have ac cumula ted by any proc e s s  summa r i z ed 
by B l a ck and McGraw ( 1 98 5 ) , thus prov iding a decent l o c a l e  for bui l d ing the f i re s  
d e s i rable f o r  t re a t ing chert . F i re s  bui l t  upon the rockpi l e  could be s a f e l y  
con t ai ned . P o s s i b l y  such f i re s  could l eave a powdery ash p i t  a s  may be ind i cated 
by Lev e l s  5 to 7 i n  Un i t  C ,  not i ng a l s o  t ha t  a rough core s c raper a nd a l i th i c  core 
were excavated f rom the ba s e  o f  this hearth . Tha t the 14 middens a t  Bear Creek are 
loca ted near qua rry and qua rry-wo rkshop s i t e s  may suppo rt the theory that midden 
a c cumu l a t i ons represent communal dump s i t e s  ( He s t e r  1 9 70 ) . In thi s case the 
d i s carded rocks may have been depo s i ted near a chert ledge for convenience . 

SUMMARY 

About 500 Boy Scout s ,  Scoutma s t e r s , and v i s i t ors were e xposed to archaeo l og i c a l  
me t hods , principl e s , and e t h i c s  through pa r t i c i pa t i ng i n , or tou r i ng t he Bear Creek 
excava t i on . They l e a rned about the he r i t age of the camp area , and at the same t i me , 
pothun t i ng wa s s t opped . The counc i l  c amping commi t tee , whi ch now governs t he 
Reserva t i on , i s sued rul e s  prohi b i t i ng d i gging but a l l ows surface c o l l e c t ing . S cout s  
were encouraged t o  b r i ng the i r  surface c o l l e c t ions t o  the l ab/museum t o  be t ra c ed 
and recorded . Usua l l y the S cout dona t e s  h i s  f i nd .  The e x c ava t i on i s  now c l os ed . 

In 194 6 , Samue l D .  Bogan wrote Let the Coyotes Howl , an a c c ount of the i n i t i a l  
ar chaeol ogi c a l  inves t i ga t ions a t  Phi lmont S cout Ranch . I concur wi th Clark W i s s l e r  
( Curator Eme r i  tUB , Department of An thropo logy , the Ame ri can Mus eum of Na tura l 
H i s tory) who wrote i n  the forward to t h i s  book : " . . .  no problem in na tura l h i s tory 
i s  too ' hi gh and mi ghty ' to be abov e the comprehen s i on of boys , i f  reduced to 
conc rete s i tua t i ons and c l ear s ta tement s . . .  and the need for a c c uracy of obs e rvat ion 
and pr e c i s ion in l og i c  wou l d  appeal to the boy and inspire him to v a l ue the d i gn i t y  
and in t egrity of the t ruth" ( Bogan 194 6 ) . 
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potho l i ng .  I a m  g r a t e f u l  for t h e  help  provi ded by S coutma s t e r s  Vern Harden a n d  Paul 
XcKeough throughout the p ro j e c t . S cout e r  Ami l Baker was t o ta l ly c ommi t t ed w i t h  his  
surve y i n g  and d ra f t i ng abi l i t i e s ,  and I thank him for h i s  v a l uabl e  ski l l s  and t ime . 

The coop e rat ion o f  the Southern Texas Archa e o l o g i c a l  As sociat ion a nd the 
Cn i v e r s i ty o f  Texas at San Anton i o  Center for Archaeol ogi cal  Research were i n s t rumen
t a l  in ev ery pha se  of the i nv e s t i ga t ion . I wish to expr e s s  spec i a l  thanks to Dr . 
Thoma s R .  H e s t e r  for  hi s suppo rt . I wish to express spe c i a l  gra t i tude t o  S t ephen 
B l a c k , Marga ret  Greco , Tom �i l l er , George �e l son , R i t a  Neureuthe r , Ray Smi t h ,  Ra l ph 
Snav e l y , Pran c e s  Ward and Pau l Ward for the i r  vo luntary expert i s e . Don Brous sard 
and Bi l l  Bryant , pro f e s s ional  ar chaeo l og i s t s  for Espey Hus t on , con t r i buted f i e ld 
work , dra f t i ng and thoughtful  o p i n i on s , and I appre c i a t e  t he i r  he l p . My gra t i tude 
i s  ext ended to C .  Wi l l i am S t e e l e  f o r  his s ta f f  l eade rship wi thin the A l amo Area 
Counc i l  to make t h i s  pro j e c t  a real i ty .  
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L E T ' S  G I V E E Q U A L  T I ME 

The Southern Texas Archaeologi cal Assoc i a t i on Journ a l , LA TIERRA ,  has been 
out s tand ing in the presentat ion of pape rs c oncerning preh i s t o r i c  e v idence of 
man ' s  oc cupa t i on of Texas and his domi nanc e over the envi ronment .  But l e t ' s  not 
lose s i ght of the fact that ' t ime ma r ches on ' ,  and of t he Europeans who moved 
into this area t o  e s t abl i s h pe rmanent urban s e t t l emen ts , s e eking a pa r c e l  of l and 
s i mi lar to that wh i c h  wa s l e f t  behind i n  the i r  home l and . Many STAA members hav e  
i n format i on and document a t i on o f  p i o n e e r i ng peop l e s  who bui l t  log cabi ns , native 
s t one houses , mi l l s  and f a c t o r i e s , s ome of whi c h s t i l l  s t and a f t e r  150 years o r  
mo re . The se s e t t l ements a r e  a l s o of archaeo l og i c a l  s i gn i f i cance and should b e  
cons i dered f o r  manus c r i p t  ma t e r i a l . 

Get your no t e s  and a rt i f acts together and s e nd the report to the ed i t or 
for future pub l i c a t i on . The nat i v e  Ame r i can oc cupa t i ons and cul tures we re 
c e r t a i n l y  d ynami c i n  shap ing our s t a t e , and we s t i l l  want to l e a rn a l l  we c an 
about them . But don ' t  forget about our f o r e f a t hers who r e shaped t he t e r r i t ory . 
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HOUS TON AR CHE OL OG I CAL S OC I E TY 

PUBLI CATI ON NOT I CE 

A report en t i t l ed "A Da ta Base for Inl and Sout hea s t  Te xas Archeol ogy , "  
Houston Archeo log i c a l  Soc i e ty , Report No . 6 ,  by L .  W .  Pa t t e r s on i s  now ava i l able . 
This report cont a i ns tabu l a t i ons of data f rom 1 8 3  pub l i shed archeo l o g i c a l  s i t e s , 
i nc l ud i ng bas i c  s i  t e  data , arrow po i n t s , dart po in t s , c e rami c s , rad i o c a rbon 
d a t e s , l i t h i c s , fauna l rema i n s , mi s c e l l a neous art i f a c t s  and s ome mort ua ry data . 
A c omp l e t e  r e f e r ence l i s t  of pub l i c a t i o ns used i s  i n c luded . Thi s repo r t  i s  
i n t ended to be a comprehens i v e  work i ng r e f e rence f o r  t h i s  subregion . The c o s t  
o f  t h i s  report i s  $ 6 . 00 inc lud i ng po s t age , and may be obtai ned from : Hous ton 
Archeo l og i c a l  Soc i e ty , P .  O .  Box 6 7 5 1 ,  Hous ton , Texas 7 7 2 6 5 . 

Th i s  data ba s e  of 12 t a b l e s  was done on an I BM PC uS 1ng the Par adox 
r e l a t i onal data ba s e  program . A c ompu t e r  d i s k of the data f i l e s can be made 
avai l a b l e  at c os t , in Paradox or dBa s e  format . 

AND 

A report ent i t l ed "An Archeo log i c a l  Data Ba s e  for the Southe a s t e rn Texas 
Coa s t a l  Ma rg i n , "  Hous ton Archeo l o g i c a l  Soc i e t y , Report No . 7 ,  by L .  W .  Pat t e rson 
i s  now ava i l abl e .  Th i s  report i s  a tabulat ion of data f r om 1 8 5  publ i s hed 
ar cheo l o g i c a l  s i t e s , inc l ud i ng ba s i c  s i t e data , a rrow po i nt s , dart po i n t s , 
c e rami c s , rad i o c a rbon dates , l i t h i c s , f auna l rema i n s , mi s c e l la neous a r t i f a c t s  
a n d  some mo rtuary data . A comp l e t e  r e f e re n c e  l i s t  o f  pub l i ca t i ons used i s  
inc l uded . Thi s  report i s  i nt ended t o  be a c omprehe ns i v e  wo rking r e f e r ence for 
t h i s  s ubreg i on , and c omp l ements HAS Report No . 6 for the i n l and port ion of 
Southea s t  Texa s . Co s t :  $6 . 00 .  Order f rom Hou s t on Arche o l ogi cal Soc i e t y , P .  
O .  Box 6 7 5 1 , Hou s t on , Texas 7 7 2 6 5 . 

Thi s  data base of 10 tab l e s  wa s done on an IBM PC , us i ng the Paradox 
r e l at i ona l data base program . A c ompu t e r  d i s k  of the data f i l e s  can be made 
a v a i l a b l e  at cos t , i n  Pa radox or dBa s e  f o rmat . 

* * 
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* * * * * * * 

TEXAS 
ARCHEOLC'X3 I CAL 

SCX:::::: I E TY 

* 

H i ghly r e spe c t e d  Bul l e t i n of the Texas 
Archeo logi cal Soc iety ; news l e t t e r , Texas 
Archeology ; one wee k  s umme r f i e l d  s c hool ; 
fal l convent ion . Wr i t e  to : 

Texas Archeo l og i cal Soc i e ty 
Center for Archaeo logi cal Research 

The Un i v ers i ty o f  Texas at S an Anton i o  
S a n  Anton i o , Texas 7 8 2 8 5  

* * * 



F R. I E N D S  O F  A R. C H A E O L OG Y  

Have you renewed your membership to the unique, wo rthwhile and tax-deduc tible 
Friends of Archaeology program? Have you told your f riends about this opportunity 
to take an ac tive par t  in supporting the various archaeological pro j e c t s  und e r t aken 
by s tudents and s taff alike? Through your cont ributions threatened sit es can be s tu
died and s a l vaged before the heavy road machinery moves in, special da ting s tudies 
( radioca rbon da ting, t race e l ement ana lysis of obsidian, bone identifica tion , s oils 
studie s, e t c . ), publication of important r eport s , acquisition of spe cia l l aboratory 
equipmen t, s tudent research assis tance, and the sponsoring of l e c tures and educa
tional programs usua l l y  open to the public can be considered . 

Annual membe rships range from $ 2 5  for Individua l to $ 500 or $ 1 , 000 for Pat ron 
and Benef a c tor . The latter may designate funds to support specific program areas . 
For more information about the Cen t e r  for Ar chaeol ogica l  Re search or Friends of 
Archaeol ogy, writ e to : 

CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL RES EARCH 
The University of Texas at San Antonio 
San Antonio, Texas 7 8 28 5 -0658 

or ca l l  
Jack Eaton , Ac ting Director , Phone: 5 1 2-69 1-437 8 . 

* * * * * 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
f r om 

* 

THE CENTER FOR ARCHAEOLOGI CAL RESEARCH 

ARCHAEOLOGI CAL INVESTIGATIONS AT 4 1  BX 1, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS . By Paul D .  Lukowski, 
with cont ributions by Rober t  F .  S cott, IV , and Richard F .  Shoup . Published by the 
Center for Archaeological Re search, The Unive rsity of Texas at San Antonio , Archaeo
logica l  Survey Report No . 1 3 5 , 1 9 8 8 . $10 . 00 + .80 tax + 1 . 50 p/h ( $ 12 . 30 )  

This report provides a detail ed s tudy o f  a n  Archaic pe riod I ndian c eme tery 
behind what is now Olmos Dam in San Antonio . Excava tions resu l t ed in documentation 
of use between Late Ar chaic and Early to Late Transitional Archaic o c cupation s . 
Thirteen human buria l s  were found , a c c ompanied by a varie ty of grave offerings 
in c luding deer ant lers and marine she l l  o rnaments . Radioc a rbon dating showed a span 
of time be tween 1 680 B . C .  to A . D .  260 . In addition to the ceme t e ry two dis tin c t  
o c cupational areas, horizont a l l y  separated f rom the c eme t ery, w e r e  inves tigated . 

OBS IDIAN AT COLHA, BELI ZE . A Te chnical Anal ysis and Dis t ributional S tudy Based on 
Trace E l ement Data . By Meredith L .  Dreis s . Papers of the Colha Project, Vo lume 4 .  
Join t l y  published by the Texas Archeol ogica l Research Laboratory ( TARL ) at the 
Unive rsity of Texas, Aus tin, and the Cent er for Archaeologic a l  Research ( CAR ) , The 
University of Texas at San Antonio, 1988. Forward by Dr . Thomas R .  Hester . Avail
abl e f rom CAR, UTSA , or f rom TARL, Bal cones Re search Cent er, 1 0 , 000 Burnet Rd . ,  
Aus tin , Texas, 7 8 7 58 . $8 . 00 + . 64 + 1 . 50 p/h ( $ 10 . 14 )  

Samples o f  2 , 68 8  obsidian artif a c t s  we re s tudied and tes ted . Dis t ribution 
pa t t e rn s  were revealed by X-ray f luores c ence ana l ysis of obsidian blades f rom Col ha 
and other sites in the Belize periphery . The re were _ two ma j o r  shif t s  in the obsidian 
s ource usage -- La te Preclassic period El Chayal obsidian supplanted earlie r Pre
c l assic at l owland Maya site s .  Obsidian acquisition pa t t e rn s  dif f e r  in dif f e rent 
environmental zones depending upon the a c c e s sibility to Tika l ' s  s phere of inf luence 
via overland o r  riverine t rade rout es, o r  proximity to coa s t a l  exchange networks 
a long the coa s t a l  lit toral of Be lize . 
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AUTHORS 

CURT I S  DUSEK grew up in rura l McMul l en Cou n t y  near the t own of Ca l l i ham . H i s  home 
was about one mi l e  f rom the gra ves of Morr i s and Ta y l o r , whi ch i s  now covered 
by the wa t e r s  o f  Choke Ca nyon Res e r vo i r .  Mr . Dus e k  r e c e i ved a BA in 
Archaeo l og i c a l  Stud i e s  f rom the Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas a t  Aus t i n  in 1 9 7 7 . 
Fo l l ow i n g  gradua t i on he worked for two years w i t h  t he Center f o r  Archa e o l o g i 
c a l  Re s e a r ch a t  UTSA on v a r i ous archa e o l o g i c a l  pro j e c t s .  Need l e s s  to say , h i s  
favo r i t e  w a s  the Choke Canyon Pro j e c t  whi ch a l l owed him t he added p l e a sure of 
"working in h i s own bac kyard . "  P r e s e n t l y  l":r . Dus ek is empl oyed a s  a compu t e r  
P rogramme r/ Ana l y s t  w i t h  B e x a r  Coun t y , and l i v e s  i n  San An t o n i o  wi th h i s  wi f e  
a n d  two chi l dren . P rehi s t or i c  a n d  h i s t o r i c archa e o l ogy i n  t h e  Brasada o f  
South Texas i s  a pr ima ry i n t e r e s t . 

JAL'l"ET FITZS I MMONS STEELE r e c e i ved a � . A .  i n  An t hropo l ogy i n  Augus t ,  1 9 8 7  f rom the 
un i v e r s i t y o f  Texas a t  San An to nio . S i n c e  19 8 5 , she has d i r e c t ed r e s e a r c h  i n  
Oaxa c a , Mex i c o w i th the c oope ra t i on o f  the I n s t i tu t o  Na c i onal An t ropo l og i a  e 
H i s t o r i a . Ba s ed upon a r chaeologi c a l  rema i n s  d i s cove red wi t h i n  a cave , she 
docume n t ed the pre v i  ous l y  unknown C l a s s i c  cuI ture o f  the Ma z a t e c  I nd i a n s , 
present i ng i nnov a t i v e me thods f o r  c onduc t i ng ar chaeo l og i c a l  i n v e s t i ga t i on s  
u s i ng pre s e r v a t ion t e chni ques t h a t  do not d i s turb t h e  s i t e  under e xami n a t i on . 
For her d i s co v e r i e s  and r e s e a r c h , Janet has been e l e c t ed to t he So c i e ty o f  
Women Geographers a n d  has b e e n  funded b y  The Exp l o r e r ' s  Club . S h e  has a l so 
wo rked i n  the f i e l d i n  Ce n t r a l  Texas and Okl ahoma , for Texas Parks a nd 
Wi l d l i f e , Nor t h  Texas S t a t e  Un i v e r s i ty and UTSA . 



THE SOUTHERN TEXAS ARCHAEOLOG I CAL AS SOC I AT I ON 

The Southern Texas Archa eolog i c a l  As soc iation brings toge the r persons 
interested in the prehi story of south-c entral and southern Texas . The o rgani z a -. 
t i on has s e v e r a l  ma jor o b j e c t i v e s : T o  further commun i c at ion among avocat ional 
and prof e s s i onal archaeologi s t s  working in the region ; To dev e l op a coordinated 
program o f  s i t e  survey and s i t e documentat ion ; To preserve the archaeologi c a l  
re cord o f  the region through a concerted e f f ort t o  reach a l l  persons interested 
in the prehi s tory of the region ; To init iate probem-or i ented rese arch a c t i v i t i es 
whi ch wi l l  help us to better unders tand the prehi s t o r i c  i nhab i tants of this area ; 
To c onduct emergency surveys or sal vage ar chaeol ogy whe re i t  i s  necess ary because 
o f  imminent s i t e  d e s t ruc t i on ; To publ i s h a quarterly j ournal . news l etters , and 
spe c i a l  pub l i c a t i ons to mee t  the needs of the membe rship ; To a s s i s t  tho s e  des i r
ing to l earn proper archaeologi cal f i e l d  and l aboratory t e chnique s ; and To 
deve lop a l i brary for members ' use of a l l  the pub l i shed material deal ing with 
s outhern Texas . 
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