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History of Ancient India

Preface

« Purpose and Scope of the Book
« Methodology and Sources
« Structure of the Book

Introduction

« Importance of Studying Ancient Indian History
« Key Questions and Themes
« Overview of Sources: Archaeological, Literary, Epigraphic

Part I: Prehistoric India
Chapter 1: Prehistoric Cultures

1. The Paleolithic Age
o Early Human Settlements: Sites and Evidence
o Stone Tools and Hunting Techniques
o Development of Social Structures
o Cave Art and Symbolism
2. The Mesolithic Age
o Microliths and Hunting-Gathering Societies
o Transition to Settled Life
o Sites: Bagor, Langhna;
3. The Neolithic Age
o Introduction of Agriculture: Crops and Domestication
o Permanent Settlements and Village Life
o Pottery, Weaving, and Tool Advancements
o Megalithic Cultures and Burial Practices
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Part II: Indus Valley Civilization
Chapter 2: The Rise of the Indus Valley Civilization

1. Discovery and Exploration
o Initial Excavations: Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro
o Extent and Geographic Spread
2. Urban Planning and Architecture
o City Layout: Streets, Drainage, and Water Management
o Major Structures: Granaries, Bath, Citadel

Chapter 3: Society and Culture in the Indus Valley

1. Social Organization
o Evidence from Artifacts: Beads, Seals
o Housing and Social Hierarchies
2. Economy and Trade
o Agriculture: Crops and Techniques
o Trade Networks: Internal and External
3. Art and Craftsmanship
o Pottery, Metallurgy, and Bead-Making
o Indus Script: Analysis and Theories
4. Religion and Belief Systems
o Figurines and Religious Symbols
o Burial Practices and Beliefs
5. Decline of the Civilization
o Theories on Decline: Environmental, Invasion, Internal
Factors
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Part II1: Vedic Period

Chapter 4: Early Vedic Period

1. Origins and Migration of the Aryans

o Vedic Texts: Rigveda Overview

o Settlement Patterns and Tribal Organization
2. Society and Economy

o Varna System: Early Development

o Pastoral Economy and Cattle Rearing
3. Religion and Rituals

o Vedic Deities and Sacrificial Rituals

o Concept of Dharma and Rta

Chapter 5: Later Vedic Period

1. Transition and Changes
o Composition of Later Vedic Texts: Samaveda, Yajurveda,
Atharvaveda
o Evolution of Political Structures: Janapadas
2. Socio-Economic Developments
o Growth of Agriculture and Settled Communities
o Trade and Craft Specialization
3. Religious and Philosophical Developments
o Rise of Upanishadic Thought
o Development of Ritualistic and Philosophical Literature
4. Formation of Mahajanapadas
o Major Kingdoms: Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa, Avanti
o Political and Military Developments

Part IV: Age of Religious and Philosophical Development
Chapter 6: Rise of New Religious Movements

1. Social and Economic Background
o Social Stratification and Reaction to Brahmanical Orthodoxy
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o Urbanization and Economic Changes
2. Jainism
o Life and Teachings of Mahavira
o Jain Doctrine: Ahimsa, Anekantavada
o Jain Monastic Order and Scriptures
3. Buddhism
o Life and Teachings of Gautama Buddha
o The Four Noble Truths and Eightfold Path
o Buddhist Sangha and Scriptures

Chapter 7: Spread and Impact of Jainism and Buddhism

1. Jain Councils and Sects
o Schisms and Formation of Sects: Digambara and Svetambara
o Spread and Influence
2. Buddhist Councils and Expansion
o Councils: Rajagriha, Vaishali, Pataliputra
o Spread of Buddhism in India and Beyond
3. Art and Architecture
o Development of Stupas, Viharas, and Chaityas
o Iconography and Symbolism

Part V: The Maurya Empire
Chapter 8: Formation of the Maurya Empire

1. Sources and Historical Accounts
o Arthashastra, Inscriptions, Greek Accounts
o Role of Chanakya (Kautilya)
2. Chandragupta Maurya
o Ascendancy and Conquests
o Administration and Governance: Provincial System
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Chapter 9: Ashoka the Great

1. Ashoka’s Reign
o Military Campaigns and Expansion
o Conversion to Buddhism
2. Ashoka’s Edicts
o Dhamma and Moral Governance
o Inscriptions: Content and Distribution
3. Administration and Decline
o Administrative Reforms
o Decline and Disintegration of the Mauryan Empire

Part VI: Post-Mauryan Period
Chapter 10: The Shunga and Kanva Dynasties

1. Political Developments

o Fall of the Mauryas and Rise of Shungas

o Kanva Dynasty and Cultural Contributions
2. Cultural Contributions

o Literature and Arts

o Religious Developments

Chapter 11: Indo-Greek, Shaka, and Kushana Invasions

1. Indo-Greek Influence
o Invasions and Settlements
o Contributions to Art: Gandhara School
2. Shaka and Kushana Rule
o Shaka Integration and Cultural Syncretism
o Kushana Rule: Kanishka and the Silk Road
3. Cultural Contributions
o Religious Patronage and Spread of Buddhism
o Art and Architecture: Mathura and Gandhara
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Part VII: The Gupta Empire

Chapter 12: The Rise of the Gupta Empire

1. Sources and Historical Context

o Archaeological, Literary, Epigraphic Evidence

o Founders: Chandragupta I, Samudragupta, Chandragupta II
2. Political Expansion and Governance

o Military Campaigns and Expansion

o Administration and Governance: Feudal System

Chapter 13: Golden Age of the Guptas

1. Cultural Flourishing
o Literature: Kalidasa, Aryabhata, Varahamihira
o Scientific Achievements: Mathematics, Astronomy
2. Art and Architecture
o Temples, Sculpture, and Painting
o QGupta Art: Characteristics and Sites
3. Society and Economy
o Social Structure: Varna System and Women’s Status
o Economic Prosperity: Trade and Crafts
4. Decline of the Gupta Empire
o Hun Invasions and Internal Factors
o Fragmentation and Regional Powers

Part VIII: Early Medieval Period
Chapter 14: The Vakatakas, Pallavas, and Chalukyas

1. Regional Powers
o Vakatakas: Political and Cultural Contributions
o Pallavas: Architecture and Literature
o Chalukyas: Temples and Art
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2. Cultural Developments
o Contributions to Art and Architecture
o Religious Developments

Chapter 15: Harsha and His Times

1. Political Developments

o Harsha’s Empire and Administration

o Diplomatic Relations: Yuan-Chwang’s Accounts
2. Cultural and Religious Life

o Patronage of Buddhism

o Nalanda University and Education

Chapter 16: The Sangam Age and Early South Indian Kingdoms

1. Sangam Literature and Society
o Literary Works and Historical Context
o Social and Economic Structures

2. Cheras, Cholas, and Pandyas
o Political Developments and Kingdoms
o Contributions to Culture and Economy

Part IX: Science, Art, and Culture in Ancient India
Chapter 17: Ancient Indian Science and Technology

1. Mathematics and Astronomy
o Contributions: Zero, Decimal System, Astronomy
o Prominent Figures: Aryabhata, Varahamihira
2. Medicine and Metallurgy
o Ayurveda and Surgery
o Metallurgical Achievements: Iron Pillar, Coins

Chapter 18: Art and Architecture
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1. Cave Temples and Stupa Architecture
o Development of Rock-Cut Architecture
o Stupas: Sanchi, Bharhut, Amaravati
2. Iconography and Sculpture
o Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain Iconography
o Development of Sculpture: Mathura, Gandhara

Chapter 19: Literature and Philosophy

I. Vedic and Post-Vedic Literature
o Vedas, Upanishads, Brahmanas, Aranyakas
o Smritis, Epics: Mahabharata, Ramayana
2. Philosophical Schools
o Six Orthodox Systems: Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Samkhya, Yoga,
Mimamsa, Vedanta
o Heterodox Schools: Buddhism, Jainism, Charvaka

Part X: Legacy of Ancient India
Chapter 20: Influence on Asia and the World

1. Cultural Exchange and Influence
o Spread to Southeast Asia: Funan, Srivijaya, Angkor
o Influence on Central Asia and China
2. Trade and Commerce
o Silk Road and Maritime Routes
o Cultural and Technological Exchanges

Chapter 21: Conclusion and Reflections

1. Legacy of Ancient Indian Civilization

o Contributions to World Heritage

o Lasting Impacts on Culture, Science, and Philosophy
2. Relevance in Modern Times
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o Contemporary Reflections and Revival

Appendices

1. Timeline of Major Events
o Chronological Overview of Key Periods and Events
2. Glossary of Terms
o Definitions of Significant Terms and Concepts
3. Bibliography and Suggested Reading
o Recommended Books, Articles, and Sources for Further
Study

Index

« Detailed Subject and Name Index
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