
Medieval India History 

 

 
THE AIMERS                              Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL  www.theaimers.org Page 1 

Medieval India: 

Part I: Early Medieval India (c. 600 – 1200 CE) 

Chapter 1: The Transition from Ancient to Medieval India 

 End of the Gupta Empire 
 Rise of Regional Kingdoms 
 Key Features of Early Medieval Society 

Chapter 2: The Northern Dynasties 

 The Harsha Empire: Expansion and Administration 
 The Rajput Clans: Origins and Kingdoms 
 Cultural Developments in Northern India 

Chapter 3: Southern Dynasties and Their Influence 

 The Pallavas: Art and Architecture 
 The Chalukyas: Administrative Innovations 
 The Rashtrakutas: Cultural Contributions 

Chapter 4: Socio-Economic Structure of Early Medieval India 

 Feudalism and Land Grants 
 Agricultural Practices and Economy 
 Urbanization and Trade 

Chapter 5: Cultural and Religious Developments 

 Hinduism and Temple Architecture 
 Growth of Jainism and Buddhism 
 Early Influence of Islam 
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Part II: The Delhi Sultanate (1206 – 1526 CE) 

Chapter 6: The Establishment of the Delhi Sultanate 

 Qutb-ud-din Aibak and the Slave Dynasty 
 Expansion under Iltutmish and Balban 
 Social and Economic Policies 

Chapter 7: The Khalji Dynasty 

 Alauddin Khalji’s Conquests and Reforms 
 Market Control and Economic Measures 
 Cultural and Architectural Contributions 

Chapter 8: The Tughlaq Dynasty 

 Muhammad bin Tughlaq’s Ambitious Policies 
 Firoz Shah Tughlaq’s Reforms 
 Decline of the Tughlaqs and Its Causes 

Chapter 9: Regional Powers and Their Relations with the Sultanate 

 The Rise of the Bahmani Sultanate 
 The Vijayanagara Empire: Administration and Culture 
 Relations and Conflicts with the Delhi Sultanate 

Chapter 10: The Sayyid and Lodi Dynasties 

 Establishment and Expansion 
 Administrative Challenges 
 Prelude to the Mughal Invasion 

Part III: The Mughal Empire (1526 – 1707 CE) 

Chapter 11: The Rise of the Mughal Empire 

 Babur’s Invasion and the Battle of Panipat 
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 Consolidation of Power and Administration 

Chapter 12: Humayun and the Suri Interlude 

 Humayun’s Struggles and Exile 
 Sher Shah Suri’s Reforms and Legacy 

Chapter 13: Akbar the Great: Architect of the Mughal Empire 

 Expansion and Conquests 
 Administrative Innovations 
 Policy of Religious Tolerance and Integration 

Chapter 14: Jahangir and Shah Jahan: The Golden Age 

 Jahangir’s Rule and Nur Jahan’s Influence 
 Shah Jahan’s Architectural Achievements: The Taj Mahal 
 Cultural and Economic Prosperity 

Chapter 15: Aurangzeb and the Decline of the Mughal Empire 

 Aurangzeb’s Expansion and Policies 
 Internal Strife and Revolts 
 Factors Leading to Decline 

Part IV: Regional Kingdoms and the Arrival of Europeans (1707 – 
1857 CE) 

Chapter 16: The Maratha Empire 

 Shivaji’s Administration and Warfare 
 Expansion and Consolidation 
 Decline and British Confrontations 

Chapter 17: The Sikh Empire 

 Formation and Growth under Guru Gobind Singh 
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 Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s Reign and Reforms 

Chapter 18: Southern and Eastern Kingdoms 

 The Asaf Jahi Dynasty (Nizams of Hyderabad) 
 Mysore Under Tipu Sultan 
 The Bengal Nawabs and Their Administration 

Chapter 19: The European Trading Companies 

 The Portuguese Establishments 
 The British East India Company’s Expansion 
 The French and Dutch Presence 

Chapter 20: The Decline of Mughal Power and Regional 
Ascendancy 

 Breakdown of Central Authority 
 Rise of Independent Regional States 

Part V: Society, Culture, and Economy in Medieval India 

Chapter 21: Social Structure and Daily Life 

 Caste System and Hierarchies 
 Role of Women in Medieval Society 
 Customs, Festivals, and Everyday Life 

Chapter 22: Economic Systems and Trade 

 Agriculture and Land Revenue 
 Trade Networks and Guilds 
 Urbanization and Craft Production 

Chapter 23: Religion and Cultural Movements 

 Bhakti Movement: Saints and Philosophies 



Medieval India History 

 

 
THE AIMERS                              Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL  www.theaimers.org Page 5 

 Sufism: Orders and Influence 
 Interaction of Hinduism, Islam, and Other Religions 

Chapter 24: Art, Architecture, and Literature 

 Evolution of Temple Architecture 
 Mughal and Rajput Painting Styles 
 Literary Developments in Regional Languages 

Chapter 25: Science, Technology, and Medicine 

 Advances in Mathematics and Astronomy 
 Traditional Medicine and Health Practices 
 Technological Innovations 

Part VI: Governance and Administration 

Chapter 26: Administrative Systems of Regional Kingdoms 

 Central and Provincial Administration 
 Military Organization and Fiscal Policies 
 Law and Order Mechanisms 

Chapter 27: Governance Under the Delhi Sultanate 

 Sultanate’s Administrative Structure 
 Revenue and Land Management 
 Judicial System and Legal Practices 

Chapter 28: Mughal Administration and Reforms 

 Centralized Bureaucracy and Mansabdari System 
 Revenue and Judicial Reforms 
 Role of Nobility and Zamindars 
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Part VII: Warfare and Military Strategies 

Chapter 29: Military Organization and Strategies 

 Armies and Cavalry in Early Medieval India 
 Siege Warfare and Fortifications 
 Naval Warfare and Coastal Defenses 

Chapter 30: Weapons and Warfare Innovations 

 Use of Elephants and Firearms 
 Development of Fort Architecture 
 Influence of Foreign Military Techniques 

Part VIII: The Decline and Transition to Modern Era (c. 1707 – 
1857 CE) 

Chapter 31: The Last Phase of the Mughal Empire 

 Weaknesses and Challenges of Later Mughals 
 Invasions by Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Abdali 
 Internal Strife and Decline 

Chapter 32: Rise of Regional States and Their Policies 

 Emergence of Independent Kingdoms 
 Administration and Cultural Contributions 
 Relations with European Powers 

Chapter 33: European Expansion and Indian Response 

 British Conquest of Bengal: Battle of Plassey and Buxar 
 Anglo-Mysore and Anglo-Maratha Wars 
 Socio-Economic Impact of European Policies 

Chapter 34: The Revolt of 1857: Causes and Consequences 
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 Political, Social, and Economic Causes 
 Major Battles and Key Leaders 
 Impact on Indian Society and British Rule 

Part IX: Historiography and Sources 

Chapter 35: Medieval Indian Historians and Chroniclers 

 Major Historical Works and Their Authors 
 Methods of History Writing in Medieval India 
 Contributions of Persian and Regional Historians 

Chapter 36: Archaeological and Epigraphic Evidence 

 Significant Inscriptions and Their Interpretation 
 Archaeological Discoveries and Sites 
 Contributions to Medieval Indian History 

 


