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Introduction 

1. Understanding World History 
o What is World History? 
o Methods and Approaches to Studying History 
o Major Themes and Patterns in World History 

 

Part I: Ancient Civilizations 

2. Early Human Societies 
o Prehistoric Times 

 Evolution of Homo Sapiens 
 Paleolithic Age: Tools and Art 

o Neolithic Revolution 
 Agricultural Developments 
 Rise of Settlements 

o Early Technological and Social Innovations 
3. Mesopotamia and the Fertile Crescent 

o Geography and Early Settlements 
o Sumerian Civilization 

 City-States and Ziggurats 
 Cuneiform Writing 

o Akkadian and Babylonian Empires 
 Sargon and Hammurabi’s Code 

o Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Empires 
4. Ancient Egypt 

o Geography and Early Development 
o Old Kingdom: Pyramids and Pharaohs 
o Middle Kingdom: Expansion and Trade 
o New Kingdom: Imperialism and Monuments 
o Religion, Mummification, and the Afterlife 

5. Indus Valley Civilization 
o Geography and Urban Planning 
o Major Cities: Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro 
o Social Structure and Economy 
o Decline and Theories of Collapse 

6. Ancient China 
o Early Dynasties: Xia, Shang, Zhou 

 Oracle Bones and Bronze Work 
o Philosophical Developments 

 Confucianism and Daoism 
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 Legalism 
o Warring States and Unification 

7. Classical Greece 
o Minoan and Mycenaean Civilizations 
o Archaic Greece and Polis Formation 
o Classical Period: Athens and Sparta 

 Democracy and Culture in Athens 
 Persian and Peloponnesian Wars 

o Hellenistic Era: Alexander the Great 
8. The Roman Empire 

o Roman Republic: Government and Society 
 Punic Wars and Expansion 

o Transition to Empire 
 Julius Caesar, Augustus 

o Pax Romana and Roman Culture 
o Decline and Fall of the Western Empire 

 

Part II: Medieval and Post-Classical Period 

9. The Rise of Christianity and the Byzantine Empire 
o Life and Teachings of Jesus 
o Early Christian Church 
o Constantine and the Edict of Milan 
o Byzantine Empire 

 Justinian and Theodora 
 Byzantine Art and Architecture 

10. Islamic Civilization 
o Life of Prophet Muhammad 
o Expansion of Islam 

 Rashidun and Umayyad Caliphates 
o Abbasid Caliphate and Golden Age 

 Science, Medicine, and Philosophy 
o Cultural and Economic Contributions 

11. Feudal Europe 
o Feudal System: Lords, Vassals, and Serfs 
o The Medieval Church and Monasticism 
o The Crusades 

 Causes and Major Campaigns 
 Impact on Europe and the Middle East 

o Medieval Economy and Society 
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12. Asian Empires and Societies 
o Tang and Song Dynasties in China 

 Bureaucracy and Innovation 
 Urbanization and Trade 

o Feudal Japan 
 Heian Period and Samurai Culture 
 Kamakura Shogunate 

o Indian Subcontinent 
 Gupta Empire: Golden Age 
 Early Medieval Kingdoms 

13. African Kingdoms 
o West African Kingdoms: Ghana, Mali, Songhai 

 Trade Routes and Timbuktu 
 Mansa Musa’s Pilgrimage 

o East African City-States 
 Swahili Coast and Indian Ocean Trade 

o Great Zimbabwe 
 Architecture and Economy 

14. Pre-Columbian Americas 
o Mesoamerican Civilizations 

 Maya: Writing, Astronomy, and Calendar 
 Aztec Empire: Tenochtitlán and Warfare 

o Andean Civilizations 
 Inca Empire: Administration and Engineering 
 Roads and Communication 

 

Part III: Early Modern Period 

15. Renaissance and Reformation 
o Italian Renaissance 

 Art and Humanism 
 Key Figures: Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo 

o Northern Renaissance 
 Printing Revolution and Literature 

o Protestant Reformation 
 Martin Luther and 95 Theses 
 Calvinism and Counter-Reformation 

o Scientific Revolution 
 Key Scientists: Copernicus, Galileo, Newton 
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 Scientific Method 
16. Age of Exploration 

o Motivations for Exploration 
o Key Explorers: Columbus, Magellan, Da Gama 
o Colonial Empires: Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch 
o Columbian Exchange 

 Biological and Cultural Exchanges 
o Impact on Indigenous Populations 

17. The Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires 
o Ottoman Empire 

 Rise and Conquests: Constantinople, Suleiman 
 Administration and Culture 

o Safavid Empire 
 Shia Islam and Persian Culture 

o Mughal Empire 
 Akbar’s Reign and Cultural Synthesis 
 Architecture: Taj Mahal 

18. Absolutism and Enlightenment in Europe 
o Rise of Absolute Monarchies 

 France: Louis XIV 
 Russia: Peter the Great 

o Enlightenment Thinkers 
 Voltaire, Rousseau, Montesquieu 

o Revolutions 
 American Revolution: Causes and Effects 
 French Revolution: Key Events and Legacy 

 

Part IV: Modern Period 

19. Industrial Revolution 
o Origins in Britain 

 Technological Innovations 
 Factory System 

o Spread to Europe and America 
o Social and Economic Impact 

 Urbanization and Labor Movements 
 Changes in Daily Life 

20. 19th Century Nationalism and Imperialism 
o European Nationalism 

 Unification of Germany and Italy 
o Imperialism and Colonialism 
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 Africa: Scramble for Africa 
 Asia: British India, Opium Wars 

o Independence Movements 
 Latin America: Simón Bolívar, Independence Wars 

21. World War I and the Interwar Period 
o Causes of World War I 

 Alliances, Militarism, Nationalism 
o Major Battles and Fronts 
o Treaty of Versailles and Aftermath 
o Interwar Period 

 Economic Crisis: Great Depression 
 Rise of Totalitarian Regimes 

22. World War II 
o Causes and Outbreak 

 Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy, Imperial Japan 
o Major Campaigns and Turning Points 

 D-Day, Battle of Stalingrad, Pacific Theater 
o Holocaust 

 Genocide and War Crimes 
o Post-War Consequences 

 United Nations and Marshall Plan 
23. Cold War and Decolonization 

o Origins of the Cold War 
 Iron Curtain, Nuclear Arms Race 

o Key Conflicts 
 Korean War, Vietnam War, Cuban Missile Crisis 

o Decolonization Movements 
 Africa: Independence from European Powers 
 Asia: India’s Independence, Vietnam 

 

Part V: Contemporary World 

24. Post-Cold War Era 
o End of the Cold War 

 Fall of the Berlin Wall, Soviet Collapse 
o Globalization 

 Trade, Communication, Cultural Exchange 
o Technological Advancements 

 Internet, Biotechnology, Space Exploration 
25. 21st Century Challenges 

o Climate Change 
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 Causes and Global Impact 
o Economic Issues 

 Global Financial Crises, Inequality 
o Social and Political Movements 

 Civil Rights, Gender Equality, Human Rights 
26. Global Culture and Society 

o Cultural Globalization 
 Influence of Media and Pop Culture 

o Digital Revolution 
 Social Media, AI, Cybersecurity 

o Future Trends and Predictions 
 Geopolitical Shifts, Technological Innovations 

 

Appendices 

 Timeline of World History 
o Chronological Overview of Key Events 

 Glossary of Key Terms 
o Definitions of Important Terms and Concepts 

 Index 
o Alphabetical Listing of Topics for Reference 

 


