Aurangzeb (1658-1707), the sixth Mughal emperor, is often associated with the decline of
the Mughal Empire. His reign marked significant military expansions and administrative
changes, but also internal strife and conflicts that contributed to the empire's weakening.
While Aurangzeb's rule expanded the empire to its greatest territorial extent, his policies
and actions had long-term consequences for the stability and unity of the empire.

1. Aurangzeb’s Expansion and Policies
1.1. Military Expansion

o Territorial Conquests: Aurangzeb’s reign is notable for its territorial expansion. He
extended the Mughal Empire to its greatest geographic extent by conquering
significant territories in the Deccan, including the kingdoms of Bijapur and
Golconda. His military campaigns were aimed at consolidating Mughal control over
southern India and securing the empire’s borders.

o Conflict with the Marathas: Aurangzeb’s expansionist policies brought him into
conflict with the Marathas, a rising power in western India. The Maratha leader
Shivaji Maharaj initially engaged in guerrilla warfare against Mughal forces.
Aurangzeb’s efforts to subdue the Marathas, including prolonged campaigns and the
invasion of the Deccan, drained the empire’s resources and led to ongoing conflicts.

o Campaigns in the North: Aurangzeb also faced challenges in the north, particularly
with the Sikh community. He sought to suppress Sikh resistance, leading to conflicts
with the Sikh Gurus. The execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur and the subsequent
resistance by Guru Gobind Singh further complicated Aurangzeb’s efforts to
maintain control in the north.

1.2. Administrative Policies

o Religious Orthodoxy: Aurangzeb is known for his orthodox Islamic policies, which
marked a departure from the more tolerant approach of his predecessors. He
reinstated the jizya tax on non-Muslims, which had been abolished by Akbar, and
imposed stricter Islamic laws. These measures alienated many of the empire’s non-
Muslim subjects and contributed to unrest.

o Destruction of Temples: Aurangzeb’s reign saw the destruction of several Hindu
temples, particularly in regions where he sought to assert Mughal dominance. His
policy of temple destruction, including the demolition of the Keshava Deo Temple in
Mathura, was intended to suppress local resistance but also fueled widespread
resentment among Hindu communities.

e Administrative Reforms: Despite his religious policies, Aurangzeb implemented
some administrative reforms aimed at improving governance. He emphasized the
efficiency of the revenue system and sought to reduce corruption in administration.
However, these reforms were often overshadowed by the ongoing conflicts and
religious policies.

1.3. Economic Impact
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o Economic Strain: Aurangzeb’s extensive military campaigns and prolonged
conflicts, particularly in the Deccan, placed a significant strain on the empire’s
finances. The cost of warfare and the maintenance of a large standing army drained
the empire’s resources and led to economic difficulties.

o Decline in Trade: The ongoing conflicts and instability affected trade and
commerce, which had been a major source of wealth for the Mughal Empire. The
disruption of trade routes and the decline in economic stability further weakened
the empire’s economic foundations.

1.4. Decline of Central Authority

o Administrative Challenges: Aurangzeb’s rule faced administrative challenges due
to the vast size of the empire and the difficulties in managing distant provinces. The
central authority’s control over the peripheries weakened, leading to the rise of
regional powers and local autonomy.

e Succession Issues: Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 led to a struggle for succession
among his sons, contributing to further instability. The succession conflicts and

subsequent fragmentation of the empire paved the way for the decline of Mughal
power.

5. Legacy and Decline
5.1. Fragmentation and Regional Powers

o Rise of Regional Powers: The decline of central authority under Aurangzeb’s rule
led to the rise of regional powers, including the Marathas, Sikhs, and various
regional states. These powers gradually asserted control over former Mughal
territories, contributing to the fragmentation of the empire.

o Decline of Mughal Power: After Aurangzeb’s death, the Mughal Empire faced a
period of decline characterized by weak successors, internal strife, and increasing
challenges from regional powers. The empire’s political and administrative
structures deteriorated, leading to the eventual disintegration of Mughal authority.

5.2. Impact on Mughal Culture

e Cultural Stagnation: Aurangzeb’s focus on religious orthodoxy and military
campaigns contributed to a decline in the cultural and artistic achievements that
had flourished under his predecessors. The Mughal court’s patronage of the arts
diminished, and cultural activities became less prominent during his reign.

Aurangzeb’s reign was marked by extensive military conquests and significant
administrative changes, but it also set the stage for the decline of the Mughal Empire. His
expansionist policies, coupled with religious orthodoxy and economic strain, contributed to
internal unrest and the weakening of central authority. The empire’s eventual
fragmentation and decline were influenced by the challenges faced during Aurangzeb’s rule
and the subsequent power struggles that followed his death. While Aurangzeb’s reign
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expanded the empire to its greatest territorial extent, it also laid the groundwork for the
empire’s eventual disintegration.

Internal Strife and Revolts During Aurangzeb’s Reign

Aurangzeb's reign (1658-1707) was marked by significant internal strife and revolts, which
contributed to the decline of the Mughal Empire. His policies and military campaigns led to
widespread unrest among various communities and regions, further exacerbating the

empire's challenges. The internal conflicts during Aurangzeb’s rule can be categorized into
several key areas:

1. Religious and Regional Conflicts

1.1. Maratha Rebellion

e Origins and Growth: The Maratha Rebellion, led by Shivaji Maharaj, was a
significant challenge to Mughal authority in the Deccan region. Shivaji’s guerrilla
tactics and the establishment of a Maratha kingdom threatened Mughal control.
After Shivaji’s death in 1680, his successors continued to resist Mughal attempts to
consolidate power in the Deccan.

e Aurangzeb’s Campaigns: Aurangzeb'’s efforts to subdue the Marathas included
prolonged military campaigns in the Deccan, which proved costly and ultimately
ineffective. The Maratha leader Sambhaji and his successors, including Shivaji’'s
son Rajaram, continued to challenge Mughal dominance. The Maratha resistance
severely strained Mughal resources and administration.

1.2. Sikh Resistance

e Guru Tegh Bahadur’s Execution: Aurangzeb’s policies towards the Sikh
community led to conflict with the Sikh Gurus. The execution of Guru Tegh
Bahadur in 1675, for his opposition to Aurangzeb’s religious policies, intensified
Sikh resistance.

e Guru Gobind Singh’s Resistance: Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, led the
Sikh community in resisting Mughal oppression. His establishment of the Khalsa and

continued resistance against Mughal forces contributed to ongoing tensions and
conflicts.

1.3. Rajput Uprisings
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o Rajput Relations: The Rajput states, which had previously been allied with the N
Mughal Empire, began to resist Mughal control during Aurangzeb’s reign. ~
Aurangzeb’s policies and military campaigns, particularly in Rajasthan, led to N
friction with Rajput rulers. -

o Revolts and Conflicts: Rajput leaders such as Raja Jaswant Singh of Marwar and 2
Raja Ajit Singh of Jodhpur engaged in revolts against Mughal authority. The >
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resistance of Rajput states further strained the Mughal Empire’s military and
administrative resources.

2. Administrative and Political Challenges
2.1. Succession Disputes

o Internal Struggles: Aurangzeb’s succession was marked by internal conflicts
among his sons. The struggle for power among Aurangzeb’s sons, including Dara
Shikoh and Azam Shah, led to political instability. The execution of Dara Shikoh by
Aurangzeb and the eventual conflict between Azam Shah and Bahadur Shah I
contributed to internal strife.

o Fragmentation of Authority: The succession disputes weakened central authority
and contributed to the fragmentation of the empire. The lack of a strong and unified

leadership led to the rise of regional powers and further weakened the Mughal
administration.

2.2. Regional Autonomy

o Rise of Regional Powers: The weakening of central authority under Aurangzeb’s
rule led to the rise of regional powers. The decline in Mughal control over distant
provinces allowed local rulers and regional states to assert their autonomy.

e Decline of Mughal Influence: The increasing autonomy of regional powers,
including the Marathas, Sikhs, and Rajputs, diminished Mughal influence and
control. The fragmentation of the empire into semi-autonomous regions contributed
to its overall decline.

3. Economic Strain and Administrative Difficulties

3.1. Financial Strain

o Cost of Warfare: The extensive military campaigns undertaken by Aurangzeb,
particularly in the Deccan and against the Marathas, placed a significant financial
burden on the empire. The cost of maintaining a large standing army and conducting
prolonged wars strained the empire’s resources.

e Economic Disruption: The ongoing conflicts disrupted trade and agriculture,
leading to economic difficulties. The decline in economic stability further weakened
the Mughal Empire’s ability to manage its vast territories.
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3.2. Administrative Challenges N
e Administrative Overreach: Aurangzeb’s focus on military conquests and religious N
orthodoxy led to administrative challenges. The vast size of the empire and the -
difficulties in managing distant provinces contributed to inefficiencies in 2
governance. >
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e Corruption and Inefficiency: The strain on administrative resources and the
central authority’s weakening control led to increased corruption and inefficiency in
governance. The administrative difficulties further exacerbated the empire’s
internal strife.

4. Legacy and Impact
4.1. Fragmentation and Decline

e Long-Term Consequences: The internal strife and revolts during Aurangzeb’s
reign had long-term consequences for the Mughal Empire. The weakening of central
authority, coupled with regional resistance and economic strain, contributed to the
decline and fragmentation of the empire.

o Legacy of Conflict: Aurangzeb’s policies and military campaigns left a legacy of
conflict and division within the empire. The rise of regional powers and the
fragmentation of Mughal authority set the stage for the eventual decline of Mughal
power.

4.2. Historical Perspective

o Mixed Legacy: Aurangzeb’s reign is viewed with a mixed legacy. While his military
conquests expanded the empire to its greatest territorial extent, his policies and
actions contributed to internal strife and the weakening of Mughal control. His reign
is often seen as a period of transition from the golden age of Mughal rule to the
eventual decline of the empire.

Aurangzeb’s reign was marked by significant internal strife and revolts, which played a
crucial role in the decline of the Mughal Empire. His expansionist policies, religious
orthodoxy, and administrative challenges led to widespread unrest and weakened central
authority. The rise of regional powers, economic strain, and succession disputes further
contributed to the empire’s fragmentation and eventual decline. Aurangzeb’s rule, while
expanding the empire’s territorial boundaries, also set in motion forces that would lead to
its disintegration in the years that followed.

Factors Leading to the Decline of the Mughal Empire

The decline of the Mughal Empire, which began in the late 17th century and continued into
the 18th century, was a complex process influenced by a combination of internal and
external factors. The Mughal Empire, once a dominant power in South Asia, faced a series of
challenges that ultimately led to its disintegration. Here are the key factors contributing to
the decline:

1. Internal Strife and Political Instability

1.1. Succession Disputes
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o Family Conflicts: The struggle for succession among Mughal princes often led to
political instability. Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 resulted in a succession struggle
between his sons, which weakened the central authority and contributed to the
empire’s fragmentation.

o Fragmentation of Authority: Successors such as Bahadur Shah [, Jahandar Shabh,
and Farrukhsiyar faced challenges in maintaining control over the empire’s vast
territories, leading to further fragmentation and weakening of Mughal authority.

1.2. Administrative Inefficiency

e Bureaucratic Inefficiency: The vast size of the empire and the challenges in
administering distant provinces led to bureaucratic inefficiencies. Corruption,
mismanagement, and lack of effective governance contributed to the decline of
central authority.

e Regional Autonomy: The weakening of central control allowed regional powers to
assert their autonomy, further undermining the cohesion of the empire.

2. Economic Strain

2.1. Financial Drain

e Cost of Warfare: Continuous military campaigns, including those in the Deccan and
against regional powers, placed a significant financial burden on the empire. The
cost of maintaining a large standing army and conducting prolonged wars drained
the empire’s resources.

e Economic Disruption: Ongoing conflicts disrupted trade and agriculture, leading to
economic difficulties. The decline in trade and the loss of revenue from agricultural
production further weakened the empire’s economic foundations.

2.2.Decline in Trade

e Trade Route Disruption: The instability and conflicts within the empire disrupted
major trade routes, impacting the flow of goods and revenue. The decline in trade
contributed to economic decline and reduced the empire’s wealth.

3. Regional Rebellions and Autonomy

3.1. Rise of Regional Powers

2024

e Maratha Resurgence: The Marathas, led by figures like Shivaji Maharaj and later by
his successors, established a strong regional power in western India. Their

resistance and assertion of autonomy weakened Mughal control in the Deccan and
other regions.

o Sikh Rebellions: The Sikh community, led by Gurus such as Guru Gobind Singh,

resisted Mughal oppression. The rise of Sikh power in the Punjab region further
challenged Mughal authority.
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o Rajput Uprisings: Rajput states, previously allied with the Mughal Empire, began to
resist Mughal control under rulers like Raja Jaswant Singh and Raja Ajit Singh. Their
uprisings contributed to the weakening of Mughal influence in Rajasthan.

3.2. Autonomy of Provincial Rulers

o Regional Leaders: The decline in central authority allowed provincial rulers and
regional leaders to gain autonomy. This fragmentation of power led to the

emergence of semi-autonomous states and further undermined the unity of the
empire.

4. External Threats
4.1. Invasions and Conflicts

o Invasions by Nadir Shah: The invasion of Nadir Shah of Persia in 1739 dealta
severe blow to the Mughal Empire. The sack of Delhi and the plunder of its wealth
weakened Mughal authority and further strained the empire’s resources.

o Afghan Invasions: The invasions by Ahmad Shah Durrani (Abdali) in the mid-18th
century further destabilized the empire. The repeated invasions and conflicts with
Afghan forces contributed to the empire’s decline.

4.2. European Colonial Encroachment

o British East India Company: The expansion of European colonial powers,
particularly the British East India Company, posed a significant threat to Mughal
authority. The Company’s increasing influence in India, coupled with its military and
economic power, undermined Mughal control over key territories.

o French Rivalry: The presence of French colonial forces in India also contributed to
the weakening of Mughal authority. The competition between European powers for
control over Indian territories further complicated the empire’s situation.

5. Social and Cultural Changes

5.1. Religious Polarization

e Aurangzeb’s Policies: Aurangzeb’s policies of religious orthodoxy and suppression
of non-Muslim communities created social and cultural tensions. His policies led to

alienation among the empire’s diverse population and contributed to internal E
unrest. ~

e Decline in Cultural Patronage: The decline in patronage of arts and culture during -
the later Mughal period diminished the cultural vibrancy that had characterized o
earlier Mughal rule. This cultural decline further eroded the empire’s cohesion. -

S

5.2.Decline in Administrative Competence o
<
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o Weak Successors: The later Mughal emperors were often weak and lacked the
administrative competence of their predecessors. The decline in effective leadership
and governance contributed to the empire’s overall decline.

The decline of the Mughal Empire was a multifaceted process influenced by a combination
of internal and external factors. Succession disputes, administrative inefficiencies,
economic strain, regional rebellions, external invasions, and the rise of European colonial
powers all played a role in weakening and eventually disintegrating the once-great empire.
The fragmentation of authority, loss of economic and military strength, and the rise of
regional and colonial powers contributed to the fall of the Mughal Empire and the
emergence of new political entities in the Indian subcontinent.

Internal Strife and Revolts During Aurangzeb’s Reign

Aurangzeb’s reign was marked by significant internal strife and revolts, which played a
crucial role in the decline of the Mughal Empire. His policies and actions led to widespread
unrest among various communities and regions, further destabilizing the empire. The
internal conflicts can be categorized into several key areas:

1. Regional Rebellions
1.1. Maratha Resistance

o Shivaji Maharaj: The Maratha resistance against Mughal rule began with Shivaji
Maharaj, who established the Maratha Empire in western India. His innovative
guerrilla tactics and strong administrative skills posed a significant challenge to
Mughal control. After Shivaji’s death in 1680, his successors, including Sambhaji
and Rajaram, continued to resist Mughal dominance.

o Aurangzeb’s Deccan Campaigns: Aurangzeb’s decision to move to the Deccan to
subdue the Marathas led to a protracted conflict that drained Mughal resources.
Despite his efforts, including prolonged sieges and military campaigns, the Marathas
persisted in their resistance, contributing to the weakening of Mughal power in the
region.

1.2. Sikh Uprisings

e Guru Tegh Bahadur’s Execution: Aurangzeb’s treatment of the Sikh community,
particularly the execution of Guru Tegh Bahadur in 1675, exacerbated tensions. The
Guru was executed for resisting Aurangzeb’s religious policies, which led to
increased hostility from the Sikh community.

e Guru Gobind Singh’s Leadership: Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru, led the
Sikhs in resisting Mughal oppression. His formation of the Khalsa and ongoing
military resistance against Mughal forces intensified the conflict. The Sikhs became
a significant force in northern India, challenging Mughal authority.

1.3. Rajput Uprisings

THE AI[MERS Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL  www.theaimers.org

2024

August 28,

«




o Rajput Relations: The Rajput states, which had previously been allies of the Mughal
Empire, began to resist Mughal control during Aurangzeb’s reign. Aurangzeb'’s
policies and military campaigns in Rajasthan led to friction with Rajput rulers.

o Notable Revolts: Leaders such as Raja Jaswant Singh of Marwar and Raja Ajit
Singh of Jodhpur led revolts against Mughal rule. The Rajput resistance, combined
with their strategic alliances and military prowess, further strained Mughal
resources and administration.

2. Administrative Challenges
2.1. Succession Conflicts

o Struggles for Power: Aurangzeb’s succession was marked by internal struggles
among his sons. The conflict between Dara Shikoh and Aurangzeb was particularly
notable. Dara Shikoh’s defeat and execution led to power struggles among other
princes, contributing to political instability.

o Weak Successors: After Aurangzeb’s death in 1707, his successors, such as
Bahadur Shah I, Jahandar Shah, and Farrukhsiyar, faced difficulties in
maintaining control over the empire. The lack of strong leadership led to further
fragmentation and weakening of central authority.

2.2. Administrative Inefficiencies

e Governance Issues: The vast size of the empire and the challenges of managing
distant provinces led to administrative inefficiencies. Corruption and
mismanagement within the bureaucracy further weakened Mughal control and
governance.

o Regional Autonomy: The decline in central authority allowed regional rulers and
local leaders to gain autonomy. This fragmentation of power contributed to the
weakening of Mughal unity and control over its territories.

3. Economic Strain
3.1. Financial Burdens

o Cost of Warfare: Aurangzeb’s extensive military campaigns, including those in the
Deccan and against regional powers, placed a significant financial burden on the
empire. The costs of maintaining a large army and conducting prolonged wars
drained the empire’s resources.

e Economic Impact: The ongoing conflicts disrupted trade and agriculture, leading to
economic difficulties. The decline in revenue from trade and agriculture further
strained the empire’s finances and contributed to its weakening.

4. Social and Cultural Factors

4.1. Religious Policies
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o Orthodox Policies: Aurangzeb’s religious policies, including the reinstatement of
the jizya tax and the destruction of Hindu temples, created social and cultural
tensions. These policies alienated non-Muslim communities and contributed to
internal unrest.

e Cultural Decline: The focus on religious orthodoxy and military campaigns led to a
decline in cultural patronage and artistic achievements. The reduced emphasis on
cultural activities further eroded the empire’s cohesion and stability.

4.2. Decline in Administrative Competence

o Weak Leadership: The later Mughal emperors were often weak and lacked the
administrative competence of their predecessors. The decline in effective leadership
and governance contributed to the overall weakening of the empire.

The internal strife and revolts during Aurangzeb’s reign played a significant role in the
decline of the Mughal Empire. The resistance from regional powers such as the Marathas,
Sikhs, and Rajputs, combined with succession conflicts, administrative inefficiencies, and
economic strain, contributed to the weakening and eventual fragmentation of the empire.
Aurangzeb’s policies and actions set in motion forces that would lead to the disintegration
of Mughal authority and the rise of new political entities in the Indian subcontinent.

Factors Leading to the Decline of the Mughal Empire

The decline of the Mughal Empire was a multifaceted process influenced by a combination
of internal weaknesses and external pressures. The Mughal Empire, which once dominated
large parts of South Asia, began to weaken in the late 17th and early 18th centuries. Here
are the key factors contributing to its decline:

1. Internal Strife and Political Instability
1.1. Succession Disputes

o Family Conflicts: The Mughal Empire faced significant internal strife due to
disputes over succession. Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 led to a struggle for power
among his successors. The lack of a clear and stable succession plan led to multiple
claimants to the throne, weakening central authority.

o Fragmentation of Authority: Successors like Bahadur Shah I, Jahandar Shah, and
Farrukhsiyar struggled to maintain control over the vast empire. The political

<

instability and infighting among the Mughal princes further fragmented the empire’s o
control. =

1.2. Administrative Inefficiency “
e Bureaucratic Issues: The Mughal administration, once highly efficient, suffered 2
from corruption and inefficiency in the later years. The vast size of the empire made >
effective governance challenging, leading to administrative dysfunction. <

THE MMERS Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL  www.theaimers.org

«




2024

o Regional Autonomy: As central authority weakened, regional rulers and local
leaders began to assert their autonomy. This fragmentation of power led to the rise
of semi-independent states and reduced Mughal control over its territories.

2. Economic Strain

2.1. Financial Burdens

e Costly Wars: The continuous military campaigns, including those in the Deccan and
against regional powers, placed a significant financial burden on the empire. The
costs of maintaining a large standing army and conducting prolonged wars drained
the Mughal treasury.

e Economic Disruption: The ongoing conflicts disrupted trade and agriculture,
leading to economic difficulties. The decline in revenue from trade and agriculture
further weakened the empire’s financial stability.

2.2.Decline in Trade

o Trade Route Disruptions: The instability and conflicts within the empire disrupted
major trade routes, impacting the flow of goods and revenue. The decline in trade
contributed to economic decline and reduced the empire’s wealth.

3. Regional Rebellions and Autonomy

3.1. Rise of Regional Powers

o Maratha Resurgence: The Maratha Empire, led by figures like Shivaji Maharaj and
later his successors, established itself as a significant regional power. Their
resistance and assertion of autonomy in western India challenged Mughal control.

o Sikh Rebellions: The Sikh community, particularly under Guru Gobind Singh,
resisted Mughal oppression. The rise of Sikh power in the Punjab region further
weakened Mughal authority.

o Rajput Uprisings: Rajput states, which had previously been allies, began to resist
Mughal rule. Leaders like Raja Jaswant Singh and Raja Ajit Singh led revolts against
Mughal authority, contributing to the weakening of Mughal control.

3.2. Provincial Autonomy

<

o Local Rulers: The decline in central authority allowed provincial rulers and g
regional leaders to gain autonomy. This fragmentation led to the emergence of semi- ~
autonomous states, further undermining the empire’s unity. -
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o Nadir Shah’s Invasion: The invasion of Nadir Shah of Persia in 1739 was a
significant blow to the Mughal Empire. The sack of Delhi and the plunder of its
wealth weakened Mughal authority and further strained its resources.

o Afghan Invasions: Ahmad Shah Durrani (Abdali) led multiple invasions into
northern India, further destabilizing the empire. These invasions contributed to the
decline of Mughal control over key territories.

4.2. European Colonial Encroachment

o British East India Company: The expansion of European colonial powers,
especially the British East India Company, posed a serious threat to Mughal
authority. The Company’s growing influence and military power undermined
Mughal control.

o French Rivalry: The competition between European powers, including the French,
further complicated the situation for the Mughal Empire. The presence of European
colonial forces contributed to the weakening of Mughal authority.

5. Social and Cultural Factors

5.1. Religious Policies

o Aurangzeb’s Orthodoxy: Aurangzeb’s policies of religious orthodoxy and the
suppression of non-Muslim communities created social and cultural tensions. These
policies led to alienation among the empire’s diverse population and contributed to
internal unrest.

e Cultural Decline: The decline in patronage of arts and culture during the later

Mughal period led to a loss of cultural vibrancy. This cultural decline further eroded
the empire’s cohesion and stability.

5.2.Decline in Administrative Competence

e Weak Successors: The later Mughal emperors were often weak and lacked the

administrative competence of their predecessors. The decline in effective leadership
contributed to the overall weakening of the empire.

The decline of the Mughal Empire was the result of a complex interplay of internal and
external factors. Succession disputes, administrative inefficiencies, economic strain, regional
rebellions, external invasions, and the rise of European colonial powers all contributed to the
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weakening and eventual disintegration of the Mughal Empire. The empire’s inability to adapt o
to changing circumstances and maintain cohesive control over its vast territories led to its ~
decline and the emergence of new political entities in the Indian subcontinent. ~
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