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Chapter 1: Introduction to Modern India 

Modern Indian history spans from the decline of the Mughal Empire in the early 18th 
century to contemporary times, encompassing colonial rule, the struggle for independence, 
and post-independence developments. 

1. Decline of Mughal Power and Rise of Regional States (1707–1757) 

1. Post-Aurangzeb Era: 
o Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 marked the beginning of the decline of the Mughal 

Empire. His successors were unable to maintain the vast empire, leading to 
internal fragmentation. 

o The weakening central authority led to the rise of regional powers like the 
Marathas, Sikhs, Rajputs, and the Nawabs of Bengal and Hyderabad. 

2. Rise of Regional Powers: 
o Marathas: Under leaders like Shivaji and later Peshwas, the Marathas 

established a formidable empire challenging Mughal dominance. 
o Sikhs: Guru Gobind Singh and subsequent leaders laid the foundation for a 

Sikh state in Punjab. 
o Nawabs of Bengal: Murshid Quli Khan and successors managed a relatively 

autonomous administration in Bengal. 
3. European Presence and Competition: 

o British East India Company: Focused on expanding trade and territorial 
control. 

o French East India Company: Competed with the British, particularly in the 
Carnatic region. 

2. British Colonial Era (1757–1947) 

1. Consolidation of British Power: 
o Battle of Plassey (1757): Robert Clive's victory established British control 

in Bengal. 
o Battle of Buxar (1764): Consolidated British dominance in northern India. 
o Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Lapse: Policies under Lord Wellesley 

and Lord Dalhousie expanded British territories by annexing princely states. 
2. Administrative and Economic Policies: 

o Revenue Systems: Implementation of the Permanent Settlement (1793) in 
Bengal by Lord Cornwallis, Ryotwari, and Mahalwari systems aimed to 
maximize revenue but often exploited peasants. 

o Industrial Impact: Deindustrialization of traditional handicrafts and the 
imposition of British manufactured goods led to economic decline in certain 
sectors. 

3. Socio-Religious Reforms: 
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o Education and Social Reforms: Establishment of modern education (e.g., 
Macaulay’s Minute, 1835) and reforms such as the abolition of Sati (1829) by 
William Bentinck. 

o Religious Movements: Reformist movements like Brahmo Samaj (Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy) and Arya Samaj (Swami Dayanand Saraswati) aimed at reviving 
and purifying Hinduism. 

4. Resistance and Revolts: 
o 1857 Revolt: Also known as the Sepoy Mutiny or First War of Independence, 

was a major but ultimately unsuccessful uprising against British rule. 
o Formation of Nationalist Organizations: Indian National Congress (1885), 

All India Muslim League (1906), and other regional movements. 

3. Struggle for Independence (1900–1947) 

1. Early Nationalist Movements: 
o Swadeshi and Boycott Movements: Responses to the partition of Bengal 

(1905) aimed at promoting Indian goods and boycotting British products. 
o Home Rule Movement: Led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Annie Besant 

advocating self-governance. 
2. Gandhian Phase: 

o Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–1922): Gandhi’s call for non-violent 
resistance against British policies. 

o Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–1934): Launched with the Dandi Salt 
March, challenging salt laws. 

o Quit India Movement (1942): A mass protest demanding an end to British 
rule during World War II. 

3. Partition and Independence: 
o Mountbatten Plan (1947): Proposed the partition of British India into India 

and Pakistan. 
o Independence Act: India and Pakistan gained independence on August 15, 

1947, leading to partition-related violence and migration. 

4. Post-Independence Era (1947–Present) 

1. Formation of the Republic: 
o Constitution: India adopted its Constitution on January 26, 1950, 

establishing a democratic and secular state. 
o Integration of Princely States: Under Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, princely 

states were integrated into the Indian Union. 
2. Economic and Social Development: 

o Five-Year Plans: Focused on industrialization, agricultural development, 
and infrastructure. 

o Green Revolution: Led to significant increases in agricultural productivity in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

3. Contemporary Challenges: 



Introduction to Modern India June 16, 2024 

 

THE AIMERS                         Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL www.theaimers.org 

Ju
n

e
 1

6
, 

2
0

2
4

 

o Economic Liberalization: 1991 reforms under P.V. Narasimha Rao and 
Manmohan Singh transformed India’s economy. 

o Social and Political Issues: Caste, communalism, and regional disparities 
continue to pose challenges. 

Historiography: Schools of Thought 

Historiography explores how historians interpret and write about history. In modern 
Indian history, various schools of thought provide different perspectives and 
methodologies. 

1. Colonial Historiography 

1. British Colonial Historians: 
o James Mill: His "The History of British India" (1817) viewed Indian society 

through a Eurocentric lens, often portraying it as static and despotic. 
o Henry Beveridge: Advocated the civilizing mission of the British in India, 

emphasizing the benefits of British rule. 
2. Characteristics and Criticism: 

o Focused on administrative achievements and reforms. 
o Criticized for justifying colonial exploitation and neglecting Indian 

perspectives. 

2. Nationalist Historiography 

1. Indian Nationalist Historians: 
o R.C. Majumdar: Emphasized the role of Indian leaders and masses in the 

freedom struggle. 
o Bipan Chandra: Provided a Marxist-influenced nationalist perspective on 

economic exploitation and resistance. 
2. Themes and Contributions: 

o Highlighted resistance to colonial rule, socio-cultural revival, and national 
unity. 

o Addressed the economic and social impacts of colonial policies on India. 

3. Marxist Historiography 

1. Key Historians: 
o D.D. Kosambi: Analyzed Indian history through the lens of materialism and 

class struggles. 
o Irfan Habib: Focused on the economic and social conditions of different 

classes under colonial rule. 
2. Approach and Focus: 

o Emphasized economic exploitation, class conflict, and the role of peasantry 
and labor. 
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o Critiqued the colonial economic policies and their impact on Indian society. 

4. Subaltern Studies 

1. Subaltern Historians: 
o Ranajit Guha: Pioneer of the Subaltern Studies group, focusing on the agency 

of marginalized groups. 
o Gayatri Spivak: Explored issues of representation and the "subaltern" voice. 

 

2. Perspectives: 
o Challenged elitist and nationalist narratives. 
o Emphasized the experiences and resistance of peasants, workers, and lower 

castes. 

5. Post-Colonial Historiography 

1. Prominent Scholars: 
o Partha Chatterjee: Analyzed the impact of colonialism on Indian identity 

and nationalism. 
o Ashis Nandy: Explored cultural and psychological dimensions of colonial 

rule. 
2. Themes and Analysis: 

o Investigated the legacy of colonialism in shaping modern Indian identity, 
culture, and politics. 

o Critiqued the colonial epistemology and its influence on contemporary 
thought. 

Research Methodology: 

 Critical Analysis: Assessing sources for bias, authenticity, and context. 
 Comparative Studies: Using multiple sources to verify facts and gain diverse 

perspectives. 
 Interdisciplinary Approach: Incorporating insights from sociology, anthropology, 

and political science to enrich historical analysis. 

 


