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India is home to a rich cultural and natural heritage, recognized globally through UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. These sites are acknowledged for their outstanding universal value to 

humanity. As of now, India has UNESCO World Heritage Sites that span across cultural, natural, 
and mixed categories. Below are some of the prominent sites along with their locations and brief 

descriptions. 

Why Preserve These Sites? 

Preserving UNESCO World Heritage Sites is vital for several reasons: 

1. Cultural Significance: These sites represent the artistic, religious, and architectural 
achievements of past civilizations. They are a testament to human ingenuity and cultural 
exchange. 

2. Historical Legacy: They serve as educational resources that help future generations 
understand the history, values, and traditions of the societies that created them. 

3. Biodiversity Conservation: Natural sites protect the planet's biodiversity, playing a 
crucial role in global ecological balance. 

4. Tourism and Economy: Heritage sites are significant sources of tourism, contributing to 
local economies and promoting cultural diplomacy. 

5. Global Recognition: Being listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site raises awareness 
and provides international support for preservation efforts. 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) and various non-governmental organizations, along 
with UNESCO, actively work on preserving these sites, ensuring that they remain protected 
against threats like urbanization, environmental degradation, and human encroachment. 

1. Taj Mahal 

 Location: Agra, Uttar Pradesh 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Taj Mahal, a symbol of eternal love, was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in 

memory of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. It is preserved for its exquisite Mughal architecture, 
symmetry, and intricate white marble carvings, making it an iconic representation of 
India's cultural heritage. 

 Preservation: The site is protected to maintain its structural integrity and beauty, 
addressing issues like environmental pollution and damage caused by heavy tourism. 

2. Ajanta Caves 

 Location: Maharashtra 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Ajanta Caves, dating back to the 2nd century BCE, are preserved for their 

remarkable rock-cut Buddhist paintings and sculptures, which showcase ancient Indian 
art and religious history. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts focus on protecting the delicate murals from moisture, 
pollution, and human interference. 
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3. Ellora Caves 

 Location: Maharashtra 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Ellora Caves consist of Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain rock-cut temples, with the 

Kailasa Temple being the largest monolithic rock excavation in the world. These caves 
highlight India's religious harmony and architectural prowess. 

 Preservation: Preservation aims to protect these ancient carvings from weathering and 
ensure that the integrity of the site remains intact despite tourist activities. 

4. Sun Temple, Konark 

 Location: Odisha 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The 13th-century Sun Temple at Konark, shaped like a colossal chariot, is a 

testament to Kalinga architecture and is dedicated to the Sun God. The site’s carvings and 
symbolism reflect India's rich mythological and architectural heritage. 

 Preservation: The site is preserved to prevent further structural decay caused by 
environmental factors, ensuring that its intricate stonework is safeguarded for future 
generations. 

5. Kaziranga National Park 

 Location: Assam 
 Category: Natural 
 About: Kaziranga National Park is home to two-thirds of the world’s one-horned 

rhinoceroses and hosts a diverse range of flora and fauna. The park’s biodiversity makes 
it a significant conservation site. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts are focused on anti-poaching measures, habitat 
restoration, and maintaining the ecological balance of this important natural heritage site. 

6. Mahabalipuram (Group of Monuments) 

 Location: Tamil Nadu 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram features rock-cut temples and 

sculptures from the 7th and 8th centuries, created by the Pallava dynasty. These 
monuments exemplify early Dravidian architecture and artistic skill. 

 Preservation: Efforts are concentrated on protecting the sculptures and structures from 
erosion due to their coastal location and ensuring the continued study of their historical 
significance. 

7. Qutub Minar and its Monuments 

 Location: Delhi 
 Category: Cultural 
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 About: The Qutub Minar, the tallest brick minaret in the world, was built in the early 
13th century. The surrounding monuments showcase the blend of Islamic and Hindu 
architectural elements during the Delhi Sultanate period. 

 Preservation: Preservation focuses on structural conservation, addressing damage from 
environmental factors, and controlling visitor impact to maintain the site's grandeur. 

8. Western Ghats 

 Location: Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
 Category: Natural 
 About: The Western Ghats are one of the world’s eight biodiversity hotspots, hosting 

numerous endemic species. The mountain range is crucial for its ecological and 
environmental importance. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts aim to protect the rich biodiversity, prevent 
deforestation, and promote sustainable tourism practices to preserve the ecosystem. 

9. Red Fort Complex 

 Location: Delhi 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Red Fort, built by Emperor Shah Jahan, is an iconic symbol of Mughal 

power and architecture. Its red sandstone walls enclose palatial structures, gardens, and 
museums that reflect Mughal grandeur. 

 Preservation: Efforts are directed toward maintaining the structural integrity of the fort, 
preventing deterioration due to pollution, and promoting its historical significance 
through proper restoration. 

10. Hampi (Group of Monuments) 

 Location: Karnataka 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Hampi, the former capital of the Vijayanagara Empire, is known for its temples, 

palaces, and monuments spread across a rugged landscape. It represents the height of 
South Indian architecture and urban planning. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts involve protecting the ruins from weathering, 
managing the impact of tourism, and safeguarding the historical artifacts scattered 
throughout the site. 

11. Great Living Chola Temples 

 Location: Tamil Nadu 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: These temples, built by the Chola dynasty between the 11th and 12th centuries, 

include the Brihadeeswarar Temple at Thanjavur, which showcases the peak of Dravidian 
temple architecture. 
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 Preservation: Conservation focuses on maintaining the structural stability of these 
ancient temples, preserving their intricate carvings, and ensuring their continued use as 
religious sites. 

12. Fatehpur Sikri 

 Location: Uttar Pradesh 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Built by Emperor Akbar, Fatehpur Sikri was the short-lived capital of the Mughal 

Empire. It is renowned for its blend of Islamic and Hindu architectural styles and its 
significance in Mughal history. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts address the impact of weather on the sandstone 
structures and aim to maintain the integrity of the site as a symbol of Mughal innovation. 

13. Rani ki Vav (The Queen’s Stepwell) 

 Location: Patan, Gujarat 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Rani ki Vav is an intricately designed stepwell that dates back to the 11th 

century, built during the Solanki dynasty. The site showcases stunning architectural 
mastery with detailed carvings of mythological figures. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on maintaining the structural integrity of the stepwell and 
preserving the delicate carvings from erosion and water damage. 

14. The Jantar Mantar 

 Location: Jaipur, Rajasthan 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Jantar Mantar in Jaipur is an astronomical observatory built in the early 18th 

century by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II. It features large stone instruments used for 
observing astronomical positions with high precision. 

 Preservation: The preservation efforts aim to protect the site from environmental 
damage and ensure that the instruments remain functional for educational purposes. 

15. Churches and Convents of Goa 

 Location: Goa 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: This group of monuments includes the Basilica of Bom Jesus and several other 

churches and convents built by the Portuguese in Goa during the 16th century. These 
buildings represent the introduction of European art and architecture in India. 

 Preservation: Preservation focuses on maintaining the structures, which are vulnerable 
to humidity and weather, and safeguarding the valuable artworks and relics within. 

16. Mountain Railways of India 
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 Location: Darjeeling (West Bengal), Nilgiri (Tamil Nadu), Kalka-Shimla (Himachal 
Pradesh) 

 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Mountain Railways of India, including the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, 

Nilgiri Mountain Railway, and Kalka-Shimla Railway, represent engineering marvels of 
the British colonial period, providing access to hilly terrains. 

 Preservation: Efforts aim to preserve the historic tracks, stations, and operational 
equipment, ensuring these railways continue to function while retaining their heritage 
value. 

17. Manas Wildlife Sanctuary 

 Location: Assam 
 Category: Natural 
 About: Manas Wildlife Sanctuary is known for its rich biodiversity, including 

endangered species like the Bengal tiger, Indian elephant, and pygmy hog. It is a 
UNESCO site for its exceptional natural beauty and conservation of wildlife. 

 Preservation: Efforts include anti-poaching initiatives, habitat restoration, and 
community involvement in conservation activities to protect the sanctuary’s wildlife. 

18. Keoladeo National Park 

 Location: Bharatpur, Rajasthan 
 Category: Natural 
 About: Keoladeo National Park is a famous avifauna sanctuary that serves as a wintering 

ground for thousands of birds, including rare and endangered species. It is a vital habitat 
for migratory birds like the Siberian crane. 

 Preservation: Conservation focuses on water management, preventing habitat loss, and 
ensuring sustainable tourism practices to protect the park's biodiversity. 

19. Sunderbans National Park 

 Location: West Bengal 
 Category: Natural 
 About: The Sunderbans National Park is part of the largest tidal halophytic mangrove 

forest in the world and is home to the Bengal tiger, saltwater crocodile, and a wide 
variety of flora and fauna. It is crucial for the protection of its unique ecosystem. 

 Preservation: Efforts are aimed at combating the effects of climate change, protecting 
the mangroves, and preventing human-wildlife conflict, especially concerning the 
endangered Bengal tiger. 

20. Khajuraho Group of Monuments 

 Location: Madhya Pradesh 
 Category: Cultural 
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 About: The Khajuraho Group of Monuments is renowned for its stunning medieval 
Hindu and Jain temples, famous for their nagara-style architectural symbolism and erotic 
sculptures. The temples were built during the Chandela dynasty between 950 and 1050 
CE. 

 Preservation: Preservation involves protecting the intricate carvings from weathering 
and maintaining the temples' structural stability, with efforts to prevent the damage 
caused by natural and human factors. 

21. Great Himalayan National Park 

 Location: Himachal Pradesh 
 Category: Natural 
 About: The Great Himalayan National Park is a biodiversity hotspot, home to numerous 

endemic species of flora and fauna. It encompasses alpine meadows, forests, and glaciers, 
making it an important conservation area. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts include protecting the diverse ecosystems from 
deforestation, managing tourism, and preventing illegal activities like poaching. 

22. Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park 

 Location: Gujarat 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: This park encompasses a historic city and pilgrimage center, with ancient forts, 

palaces, religious buildings, and water structures from the 8th to 14th centuries. It 
represents a blend of Hindu and Islamic architecture. 

 Preservation: Efforts are focused on protecting the ruins from environmental damage 
and promoting archaeological research to better understand the site’s historical 
significance. 

23. Bhimbetka Rock Shelters 

 Location: Madhya Pradesh 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Bhimbetka Rock Shelters are an archaeological site with evidence of the 

earliest human life in India, featuring prehistoric cave paintings that date back to the 
Paleolithic era. The art depicts scenes from daily life, animals, and symbolic designs. 

 Preservation: Preservation is focused on protecting these ancient rock paintings from 
erosion, vandalism, and the impacts of tourism, ensuring that these invaluable records of 
human prehistory are maintained for future study. 

24. Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST) 

 Location: Mumbai, Maharashtra 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, formerly known as Victoria Terminus, is an 

outstanding example of Victorian Gothic Revival architecture in India, blended with 
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themes of traditional Indian architecture. It is a symbol of Mumbai’s heritage and an 
important transport hub. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on maintaining the structural beauty of the building while 
ensuring that it functions effectively as a modern railway station. 

25. Nalanda Mahavihara (Nalanda University) 

 Location: Bihar 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Nalanda Mahavihara is one of the oldest universities in the world, dating back to 

the 5th century. It was a center for learning in ancient India, attracting scholars from 
across Asia. The site includes stupas, monasteries, and artifacts from the Buddhist era. 

 Preservation: The focus is on protecting the ruins, conducting archaeological research, 
and ensuring that the site’s educational and historical legacy is preserved. 

26. Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks 

 Location: Uttarakhand 
 Category: Natural 
 About: Nanda Devi and the Valley of Flowers National Parks are renowned for their 

scenic beauty and biodiversity. The region includes alpine meadows, glaciers, and the 
Nanda Devi Peak. The Valley of Flowers is famous for its rich variety of endemic flora. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts include protecting endangered species, preventing 
poaching, and managing tourism to maintain the fragile ecosystem. 

27. Kaziranga National Park 

 Location: Assam 
 Category: Natural 
 About: Kaziranga National Park is a significant conservation area, home to the world’s 

largest population of Indian one-horned rhinoceroses. It also shelters tigers, elephants, 
and other wildlife, making it a key biodiversity hotspot. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on anti-poaching initiatives, habitat restoration, and 
mitigating the impacts of flooding, which frequently threatens the park. 

28. Sundarbans National Park 

 Location: West Bengal 
 Category: Natural 
 About: The Sundarbans is the largest tidal halophytic mangrove forest in the world. It is 

home to the Bengal tiger and a wide variety of aquatic and terrestrial species. The 
mangroves play a crucial role in protecting coastal areas from storms and erosion. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts include protection from illegal logging and poaching, 
along with initiatives to address the impacts of climate change on the mangrove 
ecosystem. 
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29. Mahabodhi Temple Complex 

 Location: Bodh Gaya, Bihar 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Mahabodhi Temple Complex is one of the holiest Buddhist sites in the 

world, marking the location where Gautama Buddha attained enlightenment. The 
complex includes the Vajrasana (Diamond Throne), the Bodhi Tree, and a large temple. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on maintaining the structural integrity of the temple, 
protecting the Bodhi Tree, and managing the influx of pilgrims and tourists. 

30. Fatehpur Sikri 

 Location: Uttar Pradesh 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Fatehpur Sikri was the capital of the Mughal Empire under Emperor Akbar. The 

site includes a stunning array of palaces, mosques, and public buildings that represent the 
pinnacle of Mughal architectural innovation. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts involve preventing deterioration of the sandstone 
buildings, restoring the intricate carvings, and protecting the site from environmental 
damage. 

31. Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram 

 Location: Tamil Nadu 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram includes rock-cut temples, 

monolithic rathas (chariots), cave sanctuaries, and sculptures, built during the Pallava 
dynasty in the 7th and 8th centuries. The site is famous for its artistic achievements and 
Dravidian architecture. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on protecting the monuments from coastal erosion, salt 
damage, and the impacts of tourism, while ensuring the longevity of the rock carvings. 

32. Red Fort Complex 

 Location: Delhi 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Red Fort Complex was built by Emperor Shah Jahan in the 17th century as 

the palace fort of his new capital, Shahjahanabad. It is a symbol of India's history and a 
blend of Persian, Timurid, and Indian architectural traditions. 

 Preservation: The preservation of the Red Fort includes restoration projects to maintain 
its structural and aesthetic grandeur, alongside safeguarding the site from urban pollution 
and environmental degradation. 

33. Hill Forts of Rajasthan 
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 Location: Rajasthan (Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh, Ranthambore, Gagron, Amber, 
Jaisalmer) 

 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Hill Forts of Rajasthan are a group of six majestic forts, built between the 

7th and 18th centuries. These forts exhibit the Rajput military architecture and symbolize 
the power and wealth of Rajput kings. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts include maintaining the forts' fortifications, 
preventing encroachments, and protecting the surrounding landscapes, which are integral 
to the forts' defensive strategies. 

34. Rani-ki-Vav (The Queen's Stepwell) 

 Location: Patan, Gujarat 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: Rani-ki-Vav is a remarkable example of a stepwell from the 11th century, 

featuring intricate carvings and sculptures that depict Hindu deities and mythological 
scenes. It was built as a memorial by Queen Udayamati in honor of her husband, King 
Bhima I. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts focus on preventing water damage, restoring the 
sculptures, and ensuring the stepwell's structural integrity amidst natural wear and tear. 

35. Great Living Chola Temples 

 Location: Tamil Nadu 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Great Living Chola Temples, including the Brihadeeswarar Temple at 

Thanjavur, represent the zenith of South Indian temple architecture under the Chola 
dynasty. These temples are renowned for their grandeur, detailed carvings, and massive 
gopurams (towering gateways). 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts include protecting the temples from environmental 
damage, restoring the intricate carvings, and promoting the site as an important religious 
and cultural center. 

36. Mountain Railways of India 

 Location: Darjeeling (West Bengal), Nilgiri (Tamil Nadu), Kalka-Shimla (Himachal 
Pradesh) 

 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Mountain Railways of India, including the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, 

Nilgiri Mountain Railway, and Kalka-Shimla Railway, represent engineering marvels of 
the British colonial period, providing access to hilly terrains. 

 Preservation: Efforts aim to preserve the historic tracks, stations, and operational 
equipment, ensuring these railways continue to function while retaining their heritage 
value. 

37. Group of Monuments at Pattadakal 
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 Location: Karnataka 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Group of Monuments at Pattadakal showcases the architectural and cultural 

achievements of the Chalukya dynasty in the 7th and 8th centuries. The site includes a 
unique blend of Dravidian and Nagara styles, with temples dedicated to Hindu deities. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on preventing the degradation of the monuments, restoring 
the detailed sculptures, and promoting the site as a significant example of early temple 
architecture in South India. 

38. Elephanta Caves 

 Location: Maharashtra 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Elephanta Caves are a network of sculpted caves on Elephanta Island, near 

Mumbai. These rock-cut caves date back to the 5th to 7th centuries and are dedicated to 
the Hindu god Shiva, featuring impressive Shaivite sculptures, including the famous 
Trimurti. 

 Preservation: Conservation efforts aim to protect the caves from weathering and 
vandalism while preserving the intricate rock sculptures that depict various forms of 
Shiva. 

39. The Western Ghats 

 Location: Stretching across Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala 
 Category: Natural 
 About: The Western Ghats are a biodiversity hotspot, with a wide variety of endemic 

species of flora and fauna. The mountain range plays a crucial role in the climate 
regulation of the Indian subcontinent and is home to many endangered species. 

 Preservation: Efforts focus on forest conservation, wildlife protection, and sustainable 
tourism practices to protect the ecological integrity of the Western Ghats. 

40. Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park 

 Location: Gujarat 
 Category: Cultural 
 About: The Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park is an ancient fortification and 

religious site, with elements dating from the 8th century. The park includes palaces, 
mosques, tombs, and water installations, showcasing a blend of Hindu and Islamic 
architectural styles. 

 Preservation: Preservation efforts involve maintaining the site’s ancient structures, 
protecting it from encroachments, and promoting archaeological research. 

These UNESCO World Heritage Sites highlight the diversity of India's natural beauty and 
cultural heritage. Continued preservation efforts are critical to protecting these sites from the 
impacts of modern development, environmental changes, and the challenges posed by tourism. 
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