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Towards Partition and Independence (1945-1947) 

The final phase of India's struggle for independence was marked by growing communal 
tensions, negotiations with the British, and the inevitable partition of the country. While 
the Indian National Congress, the Muslim League, and the British government debated the 
future of a free India, religious divisions deepened, ultimately leading to the creation of two 
separate states: India and Pakistan. 

1. Post-War Political Scenario 

End of World War II and Impact on Britain 

 World War II ended in 1945, leaving Britain economically weakened and 
exhausted. The war had exposed the limitations of the British Empire, and there was 
widespread realization that maintaining control over India was becoming 
increasingly unsustainable. 

 The Labour Party came to power in Britain in 1945, replacing Winston Churchill’s 
Conservative government. The new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee, was more 
sympathetic to Indian demands for independence and was open to granting freedom 
to India. 

Indian Nationalism Strengthens 

 During the war, India's independence movement had gained momentum, with mass 
protests, strikes, and the Quit India Movement led by Mahatma Gandhi in 1942. 
Although the movement was brutally suppressed, the demand for immediate 
independence became stronger. 

 The influence of Subhas Chandra Bose and the Indian National Army (INA) also 
stirred nationalist feelings, particularly among the Indian masses and sections of the 
British Indian Army. 

2. Growing Communal Tensions 

Muslim League and the Demand for Pakistan 

 The Muslim League, led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, became a major political force 
in this period. Jinnah had begun to advocate strongly for the creation of a separate 
Muslim state, Pakistan, fearing that Muslims would be marginalized in a Hindu-
majority independent India. 

 In 1940, the Muslim League had passed the Lahore Resolution, which called for 
separate states for Muslims in the north-western and eastern zones of India. 

Congress and the United India Vision 
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 The Indian National Congress, led by Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, continued to advocate for a united, secular India 
where all communities would coexist. 

 Congress leaders believed that the demand for Pakistan was not representative of 
all Indian Muslims, many of whom supported Congress, and they viewed partition as 
a disastrous outcome that would lead to communal violence. 

Rising Communal Violence (1946) 

 Communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims escalated in the years following 
the war, leading to widespread violence. One of the most significant events was the 
Direct Action Day (August 16, 1946), declared by the Muslim League, which led to 
riots in Calcutta, resulting in thousands of deaths. 

 The violence further deepened the divide between Hindus and Muslims, and it 
became clear that partition might be the only way to prevent an all-out civil war. 

3. British Plans for Transfer of Power 

Simla Conference (1945) 

 In 1945, the British convened the Simla Conference, hoping to negotiate a solution 
to India’s future governance. However, the conference ended in failure due to 
differences between the Congress and the Muslim League over representation in the 
proposed executive council. 

Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) 

 In 1946, the British sent the Cabinet Mission to India, which proposed a plan to 
avoid partition by creating a federal India. The plan envisioned a union of India 
with both the Congress and Muslim League sharing power, and India being divided 
into autonomous provinces with a central government controlling only foreign 
affairs, defense, and communications. 

 The Congress initially accepted the plan, as did the Muslim League, but the League 
later rejected it, demanding a separate Pakistan. The failure of the Cabinet Mission 
Plan signaled that partition was becoming inevitable. 

Mountbatten Plan (1947) 

 Lord Louis Mountbatten was appointed as the last Viceroy of India in March 1947, 
tasked with overseeing the transfer of power. Realizing that a united India was no 
longer feasible, Mountbatten proposed the partition of India into two states: India 
and Pakistan. 

 Mountbatten’s plan was agreed upon by both the Congress and the Muslim League, 
and it was decided that India would be partitioned on religious lines. Provinces 
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with Muslim majorities would form Pakistan, while Hindu-majority areas would 
remain in India. 

4. Partition of India 

The Radcliffe Line and Division of Provinces 

 The borders between India and Pakistan were drawn by Sir Cyril Radcliffe, a 
British lawyer, in a very short time, without deep knowledge of Indian 
demographics. The Radcliffe Line demarcated the territories of India and Pakistan. 

 The provinces of Punjab and Bengal were divided, with the Muslim-majority areas 
forming West Pakistan (modern-day Pakistan) and East Pakistan (later 
Bangladesh), and Hindu-majority areas becoming part of India. 

Independence and Partition 

 On August 15, 1947, India gained independence, with Jawaharlal Nehru 
becoming the first Prime Minister of India, while Muhammad Ali Jinnah became 
the first Governor-General of Pakistan. 

 The partition of India led to the creation of two separate sovereign states: India and 
Pakistan. Pakistan was further divided into West Pakistan (modern Pakistan) and 
East Pakistan (later Bangladesh). 

5. The Human Tragedy of Partition 

Mass Migration and Violence 

 The partition of India resulted in one of the largest mass migrations in human 
history. An estimated 10-15 million people moved across the newly drawn 
borders, with Muslims migrating to Pakistan and Hindus and Sikhs moving to 
India. 

 The migration was accompanied by unprecedented levels of violence, as communal 
riots broke out across the newly created borders, particularly in Punjab and Bengal. 
Hundreds of thousands of people were killed, and millions were displaced, 
becoming refugees overnight. 

Refugee Crisis 

 Both India and Pakistan faced the massive challenge of resettling millions of 
refugees, who had lost their homes and livelihoods in the wake of partition. Cities 
like Delhi, Lahore, Amritsar, and Calcutta became hotspots for refugee influx, 
leading to long-term social and economic challenges for both countries. 

6. The Legacy of Partition 
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Two Nations, Two Paths 

 India: India, under Nehru’s leadership, embarked on a journey of building a 
secular, democratic republic with a strong central government. India adopted a 
parliamentary system, committed to protecting the rights of all its citizens, 
irrespective of religion. 

 Pakistan: Pakistan, under Jinnah’s leadership, was founded as a homeland for 
Muslims, with the goal of protecting Muslim interests in the subcontinent. Over 
time, Pakistan faced challenges related to its identity as an Islamic state versus a 
secular state, leading to internal conflicts and political instability. 

Enduring Conflict 

 The partition of India left behind unresolved issues, particularly the question of the 
princely state of Kashmir, which remains a flashpoint between India and Pakistan 
to this day. Both nations fought several wars over Kashmir, and the India-Pakistan 
rivalry has been a defining feature of the post-colonial South Asian landscape. 

Communal Divide 

 Partition deepened the communal divide between Hindus and Muslims in the 
subcontinent. The scars of the violence and displacement continue to affect the 
political and social fabric of both India and Pakistan. Even today, communal tensions 
often flare up in both countries, rooted in the legacy of partition. 

The period between 1945 and 1947 was a time of intense political negotiation, growing 
communalism, and ultimately, the tragic partition of India. While India gained its long-
sought independence, it came at the cost of immense human suffering and the birth of two 
nations with a shared but bitter history. Partition and independence mark the end of 
British rule in India but also the beginning of a new era of challenges, opportunities, and 
complexities for both India and Pakistan. 

Cripps Mission (1942) 

The Cripps Mission was an attempt by the British government during World War II to 
secure Indian cooperation and support in the war effort by offering constitutional 
concessions. 

Background 

 The British, under pressure due to their precarious situation during World War II 
and rising anti-colonial sentiment in India, sent the Cripps Mission to India in 
March 1942. 
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 Led by Sir Stafford Cripps, a senior member of the British War Cabinet, the mission 
aimed to negotiate with Indian leaders and gain their support for the war effort 
against the Axis powers. 

Key Proposals of the Cripps Mission 

1. Dominion Status: After the war, India would be granted dominion status within 
the British Commonwealth, which implied full autonomy while maintaining a 
constitutional link with the British Crown. 

2. Constitution-Making Body: A Constituent Assembly would be formed after the 
war to draft a new constitution for India. This assembly would be elected by the 
provincial legislatures. 

3. Right to Opt-Out: Provinces would have the right to opt out of the union if they did 
not wish to accept the new constitution and could form their own independent 
constitution. 

4. Defense Control: For the duration of the war, defense would remain under British 
control, with no Indian involvement in military decisions. 

Reaction to the Cripps Mission 

 Indian National Congress: The Congress rejected the proposals. The offer of 
dominion status after the war fell short of their demand for immediate 
independence. The right of provinces to opt out also fueled concerns about the 
potential partition of India. 

 Muslim League: While the Muslim League initially showed interest in the mission, 
they ultimately rejected it because the Cripps proposals did not explicitly recognize 
their demand for a separate state of Pakistan. 

 Mahatma Gandhi: Gandhi dismissed the Cripps Mission’s offer as a “post-dated 
cheque on a failing bank,” reflecting Congress’s disappointment with the lack of 
concrete promises for immediate independence. 

Outcome 

 The failure of the Cripps Mission led to increased frustration among Indian leaders, 
and the rejection of the mission became a catalyst for the launch of the Quit India 
Movement in August 1942. The British government, however, continued to govern 
India without offering any new constitutional concessions during the remainder of 
the war. 

Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) 

The Cabinet Mission Plan was sent by the British government in 1946 to discuss the 
transfer of power from British rule to Indian leadership and to preserve the unity of India 
while addressing the demand for Pakistan. 
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Background 

 After World War II, Britain was economically weakened, and the demand for Indian 
independence was stronger than ever. The British government realized that it could 
no longer hold onto India and was eager to negotiate a peaceful transfer of power. 

 In March 1946, the British sent a Cabinet Mission to India, composed of three 
senior British officials: Lord Pethick-Lawrence, Sir Stafford Cripps, and A.V. 
Alexander. The mission's goal was to devise a plan for India’s political future and 
secure agreement from both the Indian National Congress and the Muslim 
League. 

Key Proposals of the Cabinet Mission Plan 

1. Federal Union: India would remain a federation, with a central government 
controlling only foreign affairs, defense, and communications. The provinces and 
princely states would have considerable autonomy. 

2. Constituent Assembly: A Constituent Assembly would be elected to draft a new 
constitution. Members would be elected by the provincial legislatures, and the 
assembly would include representatives of both the Congress and the Muslim 
League. 

3. Grouping of Provinces: 
o Provinces were to be divided into three groups: 

 Group A: Hindu-majority provinces (e.g., Madras, Bombay, United 
Provinces, Bihar, and Central Provinces). 

 Group B: Muslim-majority provinces in the northwest (Punjab, Sindh, 
NWFP, and Baluchistan). 

 Group C: Bengal and Assam, where Muslims had a large population. 
o Each group would draft its own constitution for internal governance, while 

the central government would retain authority over specified subjects. 
4. Right to Opt Out: Provinces could opt out of the union after a certain period and 

form their own constitution, though there was no clear timeline for this. 
5. No Partition: The Cabinet Mission Plan rejected the idea of partition, as it 

sought to maintain the unity of India while addressing the Muslim League’s demand 
for autonomy in Muslim-majority areas. 

Reactions to the Cabinet Mission Plan 

 Indian National Congress: Initially, Congress accepted the plan as it ensured that 
India would remain united, but they opposed the idea of grouping provinces as they 
saw it as a potential step towards partition. 

 Muslim League: The Muslim League accepted the plan initially because it allowed 
for considerable autonomy for Muslim-majority provinces. However, they later 
rejected the plan, particularly when Congress opposed the grouping of provinces. 
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 Jawaharlal Nehru: Nehru’s statement that the Constituent Assembly would not be 
bound by the groupings proposed in the plan alarmed Jinnah, leading the Muslim 
League to withdraw support and demand immediate partition. 

Outcome 

 The Cabinet Mission Plan ultimately failed because of the deepening rift between 
the Congress and the Muslim League. The League’s insistence on Pakistan and the 
Congress’s refusal to concede to the grouping system led to a breakdown in 
negotiations. 

 The failure of the plan led to the Muslim League’s call for Direct Action Day on 
August 16, 1946, which resulted in widespread communal riots and escalated 
tensions between Hindus and Muslims. 

 By 1947, it became clear that partition was inevitable, and the British began 
preparations for the creation of two separate nations, India and Pakistan. 

Comparison Between Cripps Mission and Cabinet Mission Plan 

Aspect Cripps Mission (1942) Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) 

Objective Securing Indian support 
during World War II 

Managing the peaceful transfer of power 
to Indians 

Dominion Status 
Promised post-war dominion 
status 

Not a focus, but unity under a loose 
federation 

Constituent 
Assembly 

To be elected after the war Immediate election of a Constituent 
Assembly 

Muslim League’s 
Role 

No specific reference to 
Pakistan 

Attempted to accommodate Muslim 
League’s demand for autonomy 

Partition No discussion of partition Tried to avoid partition, but allowed 
grouping of provinces 

Outcome 
Rejected by both Congress 
and Muslim League 

Failed due to differences between 
Congress and Muslim League 

Both the Cripps Mission (1942) and the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) were significant 
attempts by the British to negotiate a peaceful transition of power in India. However, the 

Cripps Mission failed due to its vague promises and lack of immediate independence, 
while the Cabinet Mission Plan faltered due to the growing communal divide and 

irreconcilable demands of the Congress and the Muslim League. Ultimately, the failure of 
these missions paved the way for the partition of India in 1947. 

Rise of Communalism 

The rise of communalism in India refers to the growing tensions and divisions between 
religious communities, particularly Hindus and Muslims, during the late 19th and early 
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20th centuries. This process was exacerbated by political, social, and economic factors, 
culminating in violent communal riots and, eventually, the partition of India in 1947. 

Factors Contributing to Communalism 

1. British Divide and Rule Policy: The British colonial policy of divide and rule 
fueled communal tensions by playing religious communities against each other to 
maintain control over India. They encouraged separate political identities for 
Hindus and Muslims by giving special attention to communal demands, such as 
separate electorates in the Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909. 

2. Religious Organizations: The emergence of religious and communal organizations 
like the Hindu Mahasabha and the All-India Muslim League promoted religious 
identities over a common national identity. The Muslim League, formed in 1906, 
focused on protecting Muslim interests, while the Hindu Mahasabha advocated for 
the rights of Hindus, leading to a polarization of political discourse. 

3. Economic and Social Divisions: Economic competition between Hindus and 
Muslims in various regions also contributed to communal tensions. The rise of a 
Hindu capitalist class in some areas created resentment among Muslims, 
especially those in economically disadvantaged positions. 

4. Religious Nationalism: The nationalist movement in India often had religious 
undertones, which alienated religious minorities. For example, the use of Hindu 
symbols like "Bharat Mata" and the promotion of cow protection movements 
fostered a perception of India as a Hindu nation, causing apprehension among 
Muslims and other religious minorities. 

5. Communal Riots: From the 1920s onwards, several instances of communal 
violence erupted in various parts of India, especially in Bengal, Punjab, and United 
Provinces (modern Uttar Pradesh). These riots deepened mistrust between 
communities and made the idea of peaceful coexistence appear increasingly 
difficult. 

Impact on Indian Politics 

The rise of communalism significantly altered Indian politics, as religious identities became 
more prominent. The Indian National Congress, which aimed to represent all communities, 

increasingly found it difficult to unite Hindus and Muslims under a common nationalist 
banner. This communal divide would ultimately lead to the partition of India in 1947. 

Direct Action Day (August 16, 1946) 

Direct Action Day was a call for mass protests by the All-India Muslim League, led by 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, to demand the creation of a separate Muslim state, Pakistan. It 
resulted in widespread communal violence, especially in Calcutta (modern-day Kolkata), 
and marked a turning point in the demand for the partition of India. 

Background 
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 The Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) had failed to resolve the deadlock between the 
Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. The Congress rejected the 
grouping of provinces, which was a key provision that the League supported. 

 Frustrated by the Congress’s refusal and fearing the marginalization of Muslims in a 
united India, Jinnah announced Direct Action Day on August 16, 1946, to press the 
demand for Pakistan. He proclaimed that Muslims should "get ready for the final 
struggle" to secure a separate nation. 

Events of Direct Action Day 

 Calcutta (The Great Calcutta Killings): The most significant violence occurred in 
Calcutta (now Kolkata), which was then a major urban center with a mixed Hindu 
and Muslim population. 

o On August 16, 1946, large-scale riots broke out between Hindus and Muslims 
in the city. 

o Armed mobs clashed, looting, killing, and setting fire to homes and 
businesses. The violence spiraled out of control, and for three days, the city 
witnessed mass killings, arson, and communal carnage. 

o Estimates of the death toll vary, but it is believed that more than 4,000 
people were killed in Calcutta alone, with many more injured or displaced. 

 Spread of Violence: Communal violence quickly spread to other parts of India, 
particularly in Bihar, Noakhali (East Bengal), and Bombay (Mumbai). The 
violence in Bengal, particularly in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera, saw large-
scale massacres and forced conversions, further deepening communal animosity. 

British and Indian Response 

 British authorities, although still officially in control of India, were slow to respond 
to the violence, and law enforcement efforts were largely ineffective in stopping the 
communal riots. 

 Indian political leaders, including Mahatma Gandhi, made efforts to calm tensions. 
Gandhi personally visited riot-affected areas like Noakhali to promote peace and 
reconciliation between communities, but the atmosphere of mistrust was already 
too entrenched. 

Consequences of Direct Action Day 

1. Communal Polarization: Direct Action Day deepened the divide between Hindus 
and Muslims, making the idea of a united India seem increasingly untenable. It 
convinced many Indian leaders, including Congress leaders, that partition might be 
the only solution to avoid further bloodshed. 

2. Mounting Pressure for Partition: The communal violence pushed the British to 
reconsider their stance. The failure of the Cabinet Mission Plan and the increasing 
violence made it clear that peaceful coexistence between Hindus and Muslims was 
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unlikely. By early 1947, the demand for the creation of Pakistan became more 
prominent. 

3. Plan for Partition: Direct Action Day marked the beginning of the final phase 
leading to the partition of India. In March 1947, the British government sent Lord 
Mountbatten as the last Viceroy of India with instructions to negotiate a quick exit 
strategy, which eventually led to the partition in August 1947. 

The rise of communalism and the catastrophic events of Direct Action Day in 1946 were 
critical milestones in the history of India's independence movement. Communalism, fueled 
by political maneuvering, economic disparity, and religious nationalism, created deep rifts 

between Hindus and Muslims. The failure of political negotiations, combined with 
communal violence, made partition almost inevitable. The communal divide ultimately 

culminated in the creation of India and Pakistan in August 1947, but the events of Direct 
Action Day foreshadowed the tragic violence that would accompany the partition. 

Mountbatten Plan and Partition of India (1947) 

The Mountbatten Plan, also known as the 3rd June Plan, was the blueprint for the 
partition of India and the creation of two independent nations: India and Pakistan. It was 
proposed by the last British Viceroy of India, Lord Louis Mountbatten, and it led to the 
end of British rule in India. 

Background 

By 1947, the situation in India had become highly volatile: 

 The failure of the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) to find a constitutional solution 
acceptable to both the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League. 

 The rising communal tensions between Hindus and Muslims, further exacerbated by 
the Great Calcutta Killings during Direct Action Day in 1946, and subsequent 
communal violence across India. 

 The British government, exhausted by the aftermath of World War II, was eager to 
quickly transfer power and avoid further bloodshed. 

 In February 1947, Prime Minister Clement Attlee announced that British rule in 
India would end by June 1948 and that power would be transferred to Indian 
hands, whether united or divided. 

Mountbatten’s Appointment 

In March 1947, Lord Louis Mountbatten was appointed the last Viceroy of India with the 
task of overseeing the transfer of power. He arrived in India to assess the situation and 
soon realized that the Hindu-Muslim divide had become irreconcilable, with both the 
Congress and Muslim League adamant on their positions: 
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 The Muslim League, led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, was demanding a separate 
state of Pakistan. 

 The Indian National Congress, under leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru and 
Vallabhbhai Patel, was opposed to partition but recognized the difficulty of 
governing a united India with deep communal divisions. 

Mountbatten concluded that partition was the only feasible solution to prevent a full-scale 
civil war and sought to expedite the process of power transfer. 

The Mountbatten Plan (3rd June 1947) 

The Mountbatten Plan was announced on June 3, 1947, and laid out the framework for 
the partition of British India into two independent dominions: India and Pakistan. 

Key Provisions of the Mountbatten Plan 

1. Partition of India: British India would be partitioned into two independent 
dominions: 

o India, predominantly Hindu. 
o Pakistan, primarily Muslim, comprising East Pakistan (modern-day 

Bangladesh) and West Pakistan (modern-day Pakistan). 
2. Princely States: The princely states, which were semi-autonomous under British 

suzerainty, were given the option to either: 
o Join India, 
o Join Pakistan, or 
o Remain independent. However, it was emphasized that independence was 

not a practical option, and the vast majority of princely states acceded to 
either India or Pakistan. 

3. Bengal and Punjab: The provinces of Bengal and Punjab, which had large 
populations of both Hindus and Muslims, would be divided: 

o West Bengal would go to India, while East Bengal would become part of 
Pakistan. 

o West Punjab would join Pakistan, and East Punjab would remain with 
India. 

4. Sindh, NWFP, and Baluchistan: The North-West Frontier Province (NWFP), 
Sindh, and Baluchistan, all Muslim-majority areas, were expected to join Pakistan. 

5. Referendum in NWFP and Sylhet: A referendum would be held in the North-
West Frontier Province (NWFP) and the district of Sylhet (in Assam) to decide 
whether they would join India or Pakistan. Both areas ultimately voted to join 
Pakistan. 

6. Boundary Commissions: Boundary commissions would be established to 
determine the borders between India and Pakistan, particularly in Punjab and 
Bengal. These commissions were headed by Sir Cyril Radcliffe, who had no prior 
experience with Indian politics or geography. 
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7. Transfer of Power: The transfer of power was set for August 15, 1947, much 
earlier than the original deadline of June 1948. This hastened timeline was meant to 
reduce the risk of further violence. 

Indian National Congress and Muslim League Reactions 

 Congress: Although deeply opposed to the idea of partition, the Congress leadership 
eventually accepted the Mountbatten Plan, seeing it as the only way to avoid large-
scale civil war. Leaders like Nehru and Patel recognized that continuing to resist 
partition would lead to further bloodshed. 

 Muslim League: The Muslim League, under Jinnah’s leadership, welcomed the plan 
as it fulfilled their demand for a separate Muslim state. However, the League 
expressed dissatisfaction with the boundary delineation process, which left 
significant Muslim-majority areas in India, particularly in Punjab and Bengal. 

Partition and Independence (August 15, 1947) 

The partition of British India was implemented on August 14-15, 1947, when the 
Dominion of Pakistan was created on August 14, and the Dominion of India on August 
15. Mountbatten became the first Governor-General of India, while Jinnah assumed the 
role of Governor-General of Pakistan. 

Consequences of Partition 

1. Mass Migration: The partition led to one of the largest mass migrations in human 
history. An estimated 10-15 million people crossed the new borders, with Hindus 
and Sikhs moving from Pakistan to India, and Muslims moving from India to 
Pakistan. 

o The migration was accompanied by horrific communal violence. 
Thousands of people were killed, and women were subjected to abduction 
and assault. Entire villages were destroyed, and trains full of refugees were 
attacked, leading to bloodshed on both sides of the border. 

2. Communal Violence: The partition saw unprecedented levels of communal 
violence, especially in Punjab and Bengal. Riots, massacres, and atrocities were 
widespread, with an estimated 500,000 to 1 million people killed in the violence 
that followed partition. 

3. Radcliffe Line: The borders between India and Pakistan were hastily drawn by the 
Radcliffe Commission, led by Sir Cyril Radcliffe. The Radcliffe Line was announced 
on August 17, 1947, two days after independence. It caused considerable 
controversy, as it divided families, communities, and economic resources. 

4. Kashmir Dispute: One of the princely states, Jammu and Kashmir, became a major 
point of contention between India and Pakistan. The Maharaja of Kashmir, Hari 
Singh, initially wanted to remain independent but eventually acceded to India in 
October 1947 after facing an invasion by tribal forces from Pakistan. This decision 



September 
27, 2024 TOWARDS PARTITION AND INDEPENDENCE 

 

THE AIMERS                               Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL www.theaimers.org 13 

 

led to the first Indo-Pakistani War and the beginning of the Kashmir conflict, 
which remains unresolved to this day. 

5. Economic and Social Disruption: Partition caused significant economic and social 
upheaval. Millions of people were displaced, homes and livelihoods were lost, and 
the economies of regions like Punjab and Bengal were severely disrupted. 

Mountbatten’s Role and Legacy 

Lord Mountbatten's role in the partition remains a subject of debate. While he is credited 
with managing the transfer of power and avoiding a prolonged conflict, he has also been 
criticized for the haste with which the process was carried out. The rapid partition and 
inadequate preparations contributed to the chaos and violence that followed. 

Mountbatten’s decision to set an early date for independence was driven by a desire to 
limit British involvement in the impending communal strife, but the rushed partition is 
often viewed as a contributing factor to the humanitarian disaster that unfolded. 

The Mountbatten Plan and the Partition of India in 1947 marked the end of nearly 200 
years of British colonial rule. While it gave birth to two independent nations—India and 
Pakistan—it also left a legacy of violence, displacement, and unresolved conflicts, 
particularly over Kashmir. The communal divide that had grown over decades 
culminated in one of the most tragic chapters of modern history. 

Role of Leaders in the Partition and Independence of India (1947) 

The partition of India and the end of British colonial rule were shaped by the actions and 
decisions of key political leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
and Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Each leader played a pivotal role in shaping the course of 
India and Pakistan’s independence, and their leadership defined the political landscape of 
the subcontinent. 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru (1889–1964) 

First Prime Minister of India and a central figure in the Indian independence movement, 
Nehru was a key leader of the Indian National Congress (INC) and a close associate of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

Role in the Independence Movement 

 Architect of Modern India: Nehru envisioned an independent India based on the 
principles of secularism, democracy, and socialism. His vision for India was 
rooted in modernist and progressive ideals, contrasting with the religious 
nationalism championed by some other leaders. 

 Support for Negotiations: During the 1940s, Nehru was a prominent participant in 
the negotiations with the British and the Muslim League. Although he initially 
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opposed the idea of partition, he eventually accepted it as a pragmatic solution to 
the growing communal tensions and the League’s demand for Pakistan. 

 Acceptance of Partition: Nehru’s acceptance of the Mountbatten Plan in June 
1947, which proposed the partition of India, was a critical moment. Although 
partition went against his ideal of a united India, Nehru realized that maintaining 
unity could lead to widespread violence and civil war. Nehru believed that partition 
was the only way to secure India’s independence and avoid further communal 
bloodshed. 

 Role in Post-Partition India: As India’s first Prime Minister, Nehru laid the 
foundation of modern India by focusing on industrialization, science and 
technology, education, and foreign policy. He was committed to building a secular 
state, ensuring that India remained inclusive of its diverse religious and cultural 
communities after partition. 

2. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (1875–1950) 

Known as the Iron Man of India, Patel was instrumental in the unification of India’s 
princely states and served as India’s first Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Home 
Affairs after independence. 

Role in the Independence Movement 

 Strong Advocate for National Unity: Patel was a staunch nationalist who believed 
in maintaining India’s unity. He initially opposed the idea of partition and was 
critical of the Muslim League’s demand for a separate Pakistan. However, he 
ultimately realized that partition was inevitable due to the intransigence of Jinnah 
and the League. 

 Pragmatic Acceptance of Partition: Like Nehru, Patel was initially reluctant to 
accept partition, but he eventually agreed to it as a pragmatic solution to avoid a 
potential civil war between Hindus and Muslims. He believed that an amicable 
partition would allow India to focus on nation-building and avoid further bloodshed. 

 Integration of Princely States: Patel played a crucial role in integrating the 565 
princely states into the Indian Union after independence. He used both diplomacy 
and, in some cases, force to ensure that the princely states joined India, laying the 
foundation for a unified and stable nation. His role in ensuring the accession of 
Hyderabad, Junagadh, and Kashmir was particularly significant. 

 Post-Partition Leadership: Patel worked to stabilize India after partition, 
overseeing the resettlement of refugees and restoring law and order in the 
aftermath of communal violence. His efforts ensured that India did not descend into 
further chaos following the traumatic events of partition. 

3. Muhammad Ali Jinnah (1876–1948) 

Founder of Pakistan and leader of the All-India Muslim League, Jinnah was the central 
figure in the demand for the creation of Pakistan as a separate state for Muslims. 
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Role in the Independence Movement 

 Early Career with Congress: Jinnah was initially a member of the Indian National 
Congress and worked alongside leaders like Nehru and Gandhi for Indian 
independence. He was once a champion of Hindu-Muslim unity and supported 
constitutional reforms for greater Indian autonomy under British rule. 

 Emergence as Leader of the Muslim League: By the 1930s, Jinnah became 
disillusioned with the Congress Party’s approach, which he felt marginalized 
Muslims. He took over the leadership of the All-India Muslim League and began 
advocating for Muslim rights and a separate Muslim state, arguing that Hindus and 
Muslims were two distinct nations. 

 Demand for Pakistan: Jinnah’s insistence on the Two-Nation Theory, which held 
that Muslims and Hindus were two distinct nations with different cultures, religions, 
and political interests, became the ideological foundation for the demand for 
Pakistan. His historic speech on March 23, 1940, at the Lahore Resolution, 
outlined the demand for separate Muslim-majority states in the north-western and 
eastern parts of India. 

 Direct Action Day and Mounting Pressure for Partition: In 1946, Jinnah called 
for Direct Action Day, which resulted in communal violence across India, 
particularly in Calcutta. The growing tensions and violence convinced the British 
and Indian leaders that partition was the only solution to prevent further bloodshed. 
Jinnah’s uncompromising stance on the creation of Pakistan played a significant role 
in pushing the British to accept the demand for partition. 

 Leader of Pakistan: After the creation of Pakistan in 1947, Jinnah became its first 
Governor-General and Father of the Nation. He envisioned Pakistan as a state 
where Muslims could freely practice their religion, but he also called for the 
protection of minorities. Jinnah’s role in Pakistan’s early development was central, 
but he passed away in 1948, leaving behind a fragile and newly born nation. 

The roles of Nehru, Patel, and Jinnah were pivotal in shaping the future of the Indian 
subcontinent. Nehru’s vision for a secular, democratic India, Patel’s efforts to unify the 
princely states, and Jinnah’s relentless pursuit of Pakistan as a homeland for Muslims each 
defined the outcome of the partition and the course of history in South Asia. Their 
leadership during the critical years leading up to 1947 ensured the transition of British 
India into two sovereign nations, but also left a legacy of division, violence, and unresolved 
issues, especially regarding Kashmir and communal tensions. 

Independence and Its Immediate Aftermath (1947–1948) 

India's independence from British rule on August 15, 1947, and the simultaneous 
partition of the subcontinent into India and Pakistan were momentous events, but they 
were accompanied by immense challenges and widespread turmoil. The immediate 
aftermath of independence was marked by violence, mass migration, economic 
disruption, and the complex task of nation-building in both countries. 
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1. Partition and Mass Migration 

The most significant and tragic consequence of independence was the Partition of British 
India into the Dominion of India and the Dominion of Pakistan. The partition led to: 

Mass Migration 

 An estimated 10-15 million people were displaced as Hindus and Sikhs moved 
from what became Pakistan to India, while Muslims migrated from India to Pakistan 
(both West Pakistan and East Pakistan, now Bangladesh). 

 This mass migration was chaotic, unplanned, and accompanied by unprecedented 
levels of violence. 

Communal Violence 

 The partition triggered communal riots between Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs, 
particularly in the provinces of Punjab and Bengal, which were divided between 
India and Pakistan. 

 Violent clashes, massacres, and atrocities occurred on both sides of the new 
borders. Entire villages were wiped out, and trains full of refugees were attacked. 

 The violence left an estimated 500,000 to 1 million people dead. Women were 
particularly vulnerable, with widespread incidents of rape, abduction, and assault. 

2. Refugee Crisis and Rehabilitation 

The sudden and massive movement of people created an acute refugee crisis. Both India 
and Pakistan were overwhelmed by the sheer number of displaced individuals. 

Challenges of Refugee Resettlement 

 Refugee camps were set up to provide temporary shelter, food, and medical care, 
but conditions were often poor, and many refugees lacked adequate resources. 

 The Indian government under Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Minister of Home 
Affairs, was tasked with overseeing the resettlement and rehabilitation of millions 
of refugees. 

 In Pakistan, the influx of Muslim refugees posed logistical challenges, as the newly 
formed government struggled to accommodate the large number of incoming 
people. 

Economic Disruption 

 The partition led to significant economic disruption, particularly in regions like 
Punjab and Bengal, where the division of agricultural land, industrial resources, 
and transportation networks caused long-term economic challenges. 
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 Many businesses, industries, and infrastructure were either destroyed or 
abandoned due to the violence and migration, leading to economic setbacks. 

3. Formation of the Governments 

India’s New Government 

 Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime Minister of India, while Lord 
Mountbatten remained as the first Governor-General until 1948. 

 The Indian leadership was focused on consolidating the newly independent state, 
building a secular democracy, and addressing the challenges of economic 
development and social integration. 

Pakistan’s New Government 

 Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the leader of the Muslim League and the architect of 
Pakistan, became the country’s first Governor-General. 

 Liaquat Ali Khan became the first Prime Minister of Pakistan. 
 Pakistan faced immense challenges in its early days, including the need to establish 

a functioning administration, an economy, and to deal with the influx of refugees. 

4. Division of Assets 

Military and Civil Services 

 The British Indian Army, civil services, and other institutions were divided 
between India and Pakistan. This process was highly contentious and difficult, as 
both countries tried to secure military and administrative strength. 

 The division of military equipment, such as tanks, ammunition, and supplies, was a 
point of conflict. Some assets, like the Indian Navy, were not divided, while the 
army was split into two separate forces. 

Financial Assets 

 Financial resources, including cash reserves, were also divided. Pakistan was 
initially entitled to 17.5% of India’s assets, but this became a point of dispute. 

 A controversial decision by Nehru’s government to withhold Pakistan’s share of 
financial resources until certain conditions were met led to tensions between the 
two countries. 

5. Integration of Princely States 

One of the most immediate and significant tasks for the Indian government was the 
integration of the princely states. Upon independence, British India consisted of directly 
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governed provinces and over 565 princely states, which were semi-autonomous and not 
directly ruled by the British. 

India’s Approach 

 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and V. P. Menon played key roles in persuading the 
princely states to accede to India. Through diplomacy and, in some cases, the threat 
of military intervention, Patel successfully integrated most of the princely states into 
the Indian Union. 

 The states of Hyderabad, Junagadh, and Kashmir posed significant challenges: 
o Hyderabad, a large princely state with a Muslim ruler and a Hindu-majority 

population, refused to accede to India. It was eventually integrated through a 
military action known as Operation Polo in 1948. 

o Junagadh, with a Muslim ruler and a Hindu-majority population, initially 
acceded to Pakistan, but Indian forces occupied the state, and a referendum 
confirmed its integration into India. 

o Kashmir was the most contentious issue, as its Hindu ruler, Maharaja Hari 
Singh, chose to accede to India in October 1947 after tribal forces from 
Pakistan invaded. This led to the first Indo-Pakistani War and the ongoing 
Kashmir conflict. 

Pakistan’s Approach 

 Pakistan was also involved in the integration of princely states. Most Muslim-
majority states in the north-west joined Pakistan, but the Kashmir dispute would 
prove to be a flashpoint between the two nations. 

6. The Kashmir Conflict and Indo-Pakistani War (1947–1948) 

The accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India in 1947 sparked the first Indo-Pakistani 
War. The conflict began when tribal militias from Pakistan, supported by elements of the 
Pakistani army, invaded Kashmir, prompting the Maharaja to seek India's military 
assistance. 

India’s Intervention 

 India airlifted troops to defend Kashmir and launched a military campaign to push 
back the invaders. The fighting continued for several months, with both India and 
Pakistan claiming parts of the region. 

UN Involvement 

 In January 1948, India took the matter to the United Nations. A UN ceasefire was 
brokered in 1949, which established the Line of Control (LoC), dividing the region 



September 
27, 2024 TOWARDS PARTITION AND INDEPENDENCE 

 

THE AIMERS                               Mr. DEVRAJ PATEL www.theaimers.org 19 

 

between Indian-administered Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistani-administered 
Azad Kashmir. The Kashmir dispute remains unresolved to this day. 

7. Economic and Social Challenges 

Economic Reconstruction 

 Both India and Pakistan faced severe economic challenges in the immediate 
aftermath of independence. The partition disrupted trade routes, industrial 
production, and agricultural activity, leading to food shortages, inflation, and 
unemployment. 

 Nehru’s government in India focused on building a mixed economy with an 
emphasis on industrialization, infrastructure development, and socialist 
planning through initiatives like the Five-Year Plans. 

Social Integration and Nation-Building 

 India had to integrate a diverse population with numerous ethnic, linguistic, and 
religious communities. Nehru’s vision of a secular state was central to India’s 
identity, and the Constitution, adopted in 1950, enshrined democratic values and 
equal rights for all citizens. 

 In Pakistan, Jinnah called for a democratic state with religious freedom for 
minorities, but the country’s early years were marked by political instability and 
efforts to define its Islamic identity. 

The immediate aftermath of independence was marked by both triumph and tragedy. 
While India and Pakistan celebrated their freedom from colonial rule, the violence of 

partition, the displacement of millions, and the enormous task of nation-building 
loomed large over the newly independent nations. For India, Nehru’s leadership 

focused on building a secular, democratic state, while in Pakistan, Jinnah’s vision of a 
homeland for Muslims shaped the early course of its development. The Kashmir 

conflict, unresolved issues from partition, and the legacy of communalism continued to 
affect both nations in the years that followed. 

 


