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Pride Unbroken: 
A Legacy of Love and Resilience  

This year, Roanoke Pride stands tall with a theme that
celebrates the unyielding spirit that has carried us through
generations—Pride Unbroken. Our journey has been one
of love, courage, and resilience, woven through the hearts
of those who came before us and those who stand with us
today.  We honor a community that has faced adversity
with unwavering strength, lifting each other up in the face
of challenge, and building a legacy rooted in love, equality,
and justice. This is more than a celebration; it's a tribute to
the endurance of our fight, a reminder that together, we
are unbreakable. Join us as we proudly carry forward the
torch of love, inclusivity, and resilience, lighting the path
for future generations. 
This legacy belongs to all of us—unbroken, unshaken, and
unstoppable.
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A Message from Roanoke Pride: In Unity, We Remain Unbroken

For 35 years, Roanoke Pride has stood as more than an organization. It has been a sanctuary, a
rallying point, and a living testament to what it means to be seen, heard, and valued. We’ve

weathered storms and celebrated milestones, always grounded in one powerful truth: we are
stronger together.

In recent days, that truth has taken on new urgency.
We find ourselves once again in the crosshairs of fear-driven rhetoric and violence —

especially our Trans siblings, who continue to be targeted, marginalized, and dehumanized
across our nation and even within our own communities. These attacks are not abstract. They

are personal. They are real. And they demand more than our attention — they demand our
action.

To our Trans family: we see you, we love you, and we will not leave you to face this alone. Your
lives are sacred. Your identities are valid. Your place within this community is not up for

discussion — it is absolute.
Now is not the time to be quiet. Now is not the time to retreat.

Now is the time to rise — louder, prouder, and more unified than ever before.
Pride Unbroken is more than a theme. It is our history. It is our future. It is a vow. It speaks to

the generations who came before us — who fought in the streets, who loved in secret, who lived
without protection — and it echoes forward as a promise to those still finding the courage to

live authentically.
This is not just a fight for visibility. This is a fight for survival, for equity, for joy, for life itself.

And it is a fight we face as one.
To our allies, to our leaders, to every member of our LGBTQIA+ family: your voice matters.

Your presence matters. Your willingness to stand in the gap — to advocate, to protect, to hold
space — could be the difference between despair and hope for someone else.

We are not broken. We will not be broken.
Roanoke Pride remains committed — not just to celebration, but to justice. Not just to visibility,

but to accountability. Not just to love, but to action.
Let this moment mark a renewed call to unity. Let it remind us that we are not just individuals

— we are a community. A force. A family. And when we move together, we move mountains.

Together, we are Pride Unbroken.
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Dale Thomasson didn’t just open a gay bar — 
he built a home!

For thousands, THE PARK offered more than a night out. 
It offered belonging, safety, and family at a time when those
were hard to find. Dale created a space where people could

be seen, heard, and loved exactly as they were. 

THE PARK became a cornerstone of the community — a
refuge during crisis, a stage for joy, and a place where

countless lives were changed for the better. 

Dale’s legacy lives on in every person who found themselves
under his roof. 

We honor him with pride, with love, and with the promise
to carry his light forward.
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Dale Lee Thomasson
September 15, 1951 - May 8, 2024

-Joey Driscoll
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