Faith in God Ministry: Ministry of Reconciliation Lesson Plan

Ministry of Reconciliation: A Journey Toward Healing and Kingdom Living

Introduction and Overview

Welcome to the Ministry of Reconciliation study, a seven-part series designed to lead you
through the powerful process of reconciliation—both with God, yourself and with those
around you. As Kingdom citizens, we are called to be ambassadors of reconciliation,
agents of peace, and restorers of relationships. This study delves into the core of what it
means to live as reconciled people, following the teachings of Jesus Christ as outlined in
the Gospels.

The Ministry of Reconciliation is an essential part of the life of Disciples of Christ, guiding
us through a deeper understanding of how reconciliation is not only about restoring peace
but also about living in alignment with God’s will for unity, love, and community. Each part
of this series touches on different aspects of reconciliation, starting from our personal
relationship with God to our relationships with others.

Part 1: Reconciliation with God

The journey of reconciliation begins with God. Through Jesus Christ, we are reconciled to
the Father and restored to our original purpose. This section emphasizes the significance of
returning to the Father’s will, repenting from sin, and accepting the free gift of salvation.
(Matthew 6:14-15).

Part 2: Reconciliation with Yourself

Before we can reconcile with others, we must first reconcile with ourselves. This section
focuses on the internal healing process—dealing with shame, guilt, and regret—allowing us
to accept the grace and love of God. Self-forgiveness and self-awareness are key to walking
in the fullness of life that God has designed for us. (John 14:27).
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Part 3: Reconciliation with Your Neighbor

This part of the study takes you through the biblical mandate to forgive and love your
neighbor. It explores how reconciliation with others, especially those who have wronged us
or whom we have wronged, is a reflection of our love for God. Jesus calls us to be
peacemakers and bridge-builders. (Matthew 5:23-24).

Part 4: Reconciliation from Family Trauma

Many of us carry emotional scars from past family relationships, whether it’s with parents,
siblings, or extended family members. This section helps us face those wounds and begin
the process of forgiveness and healing. Family reconciliation is crucial for breaking cycles
of hurt and dysfunction and stepping into Kingdom freedom. (Luke 15:11-32).

Part 5: Reconciliation in Marriage

Marriage is one of the most profound examples of two becoming one in God's design.
However, many marriages face conflict due to cultural differences and family dynamics.
This section teaches the importance of reconciliation between husband and wife, honoring
the covenant of marriage, and learning to resolve conflicts God's way. (Matthew 19:5-6).

Part 6: Reconciliation with the Holy Spirit

Reconciliation isn’t complete without a close relationship with the Holy Spirit. This section
explores the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives, leading us into all truth, guiding our
decisions, and empowering us for Kingdom living. Recognizing the voice of the Holy Spirit
over other voices in our lives is essential for spiritual growth. (John 14:16-17).
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Part 7: Reconciliation with Your Community

The final part of this study challenges us to look beyond ourselves and reconcile with the
larger community around us. It outlines practical steps for engaging in positive, healthy
relationships within our community—whether through acts of service, being peacemakers,
or standing for justice. Reconciliation on a community level brings transformation and
reflects God’s love to the world. (Matthew 5:14-16).

Conclusion: A Call to Action

As you work through these lessons, remember that reconciliation is a process—one that
requires humility, grace, and perseverance. Each step toward reconciliation brings you
closer to the heart of God and enables you to reflect His Kingdom on Earth. Whether you
are reconciling with God, yourself, your family, or your community, this study equips you
with the tools to be a true ambassador of reconciliation, fulfilling your divine purpose.

Let us embrace the ministry of reconciliation, living as agents of peace, healing, and
restoration in every area of our lives.

Leon Carter
Leader/Teacher
Faith in God Ministry

Promoting Courageous Male Leadership Men’s Group
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Lesson: The Ministry of Reconciliation: Reconcile with God, Yourself, and Your
Neighbor

Objective:

By the end of this lesson series, students will understand the biblical foundation of
reconciliation based solely on the teachings of King Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. This lesson will explore reconciliation with God, yourself, and others
through the example and instructions given by Christ. Students will also learn how to
practice reconciliation in their daily lives as Kingdom citizens.

Part 1: Reconcile with God

Key Scripture:

Matthew 5:24 (KJV): "Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be
reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift."

Goal:

To understand that reconciliation with God is foundational to our faith and is made possible
through Jesus Christ. We must first be reconciled with God, which leads us to live in right
relationship with Him and others.
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Discussion Points:

1. What is Reconciliation with God?

Reconciliation is restoring a relationship that has been broken. Sin separates us from God,
and King Jesus, through His life, death, and resurrection, bridges that gap, making
reconciliation with God possible.

2. Jesus Christ: The Mediator Between God and Us:

John 14:6 (KJV): "Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me."

King Jesus is the only way to be reconciled to God. He restores our relationship with the
Father.

3. Jesus Christ’s' Call to Reconciliation:

Matthew 4:17 (KJV): "From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Reconciliation begins with repentance—a turning away from sin and toward God.

Action Item:

Personal Reflection: Pray and ask God to forgive you for any areas of sin that have
separated you from Him. Seek to restore your relationship with God through Jesus Christ,
The King.
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Part 2: Reconcile with Yourself

Key Scripture:

John 8:36 (KJV): "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed."

Goal:

To understand that after reconciling with God, we must reconcile with ourselves by
accepting His forgiveness and walking in the freedom that Christ provides.

Discussion Points:

1. Forgiving Yourself and Accepting Freedom:
Luke 7:48 (KJV): "And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven."

Just as King Jesus forgave the sinful woman, He offers forgiveness to all who believe.
However, we must also accept His forgiveness and let go of guilt and self-condemnation.

2. Seeing Yourself as God Sees You:

Matthew 10:30-31 (KJV): "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not
therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows."

Understanding your worth in Christ is essential for reconciling with yourself. God values
you, and it’s important to see yourself through His eyes.
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3. Living Free from Guilt and Shame:
John 8:11 (KJV): "Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin nho more."

When King Jesus forgives, He also frees us from the weight of guilt and shame. We must
walk in that freedom and stop condemning ourselves for past mistakes.

Action Item:

Personal Journal Activity: Reflect on areas of your life where you may still hold guilt or
shame. Write a prayer to God asking Him to help you reconcile with yourself and walk in
freedom.

Part 3: Reconcile with Your Neighbor

Key Scripture:

Matthew 5:9 (KJV): "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God."

Goal:

To learn that reconciliation with others is an essential part of living in the Kingdom of God.
Forgiving and seeking peace with others reflects God’s love in us and helps build stronger
relationships and communities.
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Discussion Points:

1. The Importance of Forgiving Others:

Luke 6:37 (KJV): "Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall hot be
condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven."

Just as God forgives us, we are called to forgive others. Holding onto grudges or
unforgiveness can hinder our relationship with God.

2. Taking the Initiative to Reconcile:

Matthew 18:15 (KJV): "Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him
his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother."

King Jesus instructs us to actively seek reconciliation when conflict arises. We must take
the first step in mending broken relationships.

3. Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself:

Mark 12:31 (KJV): "And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."

Reconciliation is a natural outcome of loving others as we love ourselves. By seeking peace
and offering forgiveness, we reflect the love of Christ.
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Action Item:

Group Activity: Students will identify any relationships in their lives that need
reconciliation. Commit to taking steps toward making peace with those individuals in the
coming week.

Conclusion: Living the Ministry of Reconciliation

Key Scripture:

John 13:34-35 (KJV): "A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another."

Reconciliation is not just a one-time event but a way of life for Kingdom citizens. As
students of Faith in God Ministry, we are called to be reconcilers—first with God, then with
ourselves, and finally with others. By embracing the ministry of reconciliation, we will
reflect the heart of our King and be examples of His love and peace to the world.

Final Challenge:

Live as ambassadors of reconciliation daily. Reflect Christ’s love by maintaining a
reconciled heart with God, yourself, and your neighbor. Seek to bring peace wherever there
is conflict and forgiveness wherever there is offense.
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Closing Prayer:

Pray for God’s grace to empower you to live out the ministry of reconciliation, both in your
relationship with Him and in your interactions with others.

Homework:

Read Matthew 5-7 again and identify how King Jesus instructs us to live as peacemakers
and reconcilers.

Make a personal list of any unresolved conflicts or unforgiveness and commit to seeking
reconciliation this week.

10
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Part 4: Reconciliation from Childhood Trauma with Family

Focus: Healing from Broken Family Relationships

Theme: Reconciliation from Childhood Trauma with Family Members (Parents, Siblings,
Uncles, Aunts, and Cousins)

Objective:

In this lesson, students will focus on reconciling with family members, particularly parents,
siblings, and extended family, in cases where childhood trauma may have caused broken
relationships. Through the teachings of King Jesus in the Gospels, students will explore how
the power of forgiveness, love, and healing can restore relationships damaged by family
hurt. They will learn how to release bitterness and embrace freedom in Christ.

Part 4: Reconciliation from Childhood Trauma with Family

Key Scripture:

Matthew 6:14-15 (KJV): "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses."

Goal:

To guide students on how to heal and reconcile with family members who have caused
childhood trauma, by practicing forgiveness, seeking peace, and breaking the cycle of
bitterness.

11



Faith in God Ministry: Ministry of Reconciliation Lesson Plan

Discussion Points:

1. Acknowledge the Hurt:
Luke 23:34 (KJV): "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do."

Just as King Jesus asked God to forgive those who crucified Him, we must recognize that
family members who may have caused trauma or harm may have done so out of their own
brokenness or ignorance. The first step toward healing is acknowledging the hurt but
deciding notto let it control us.

2. Understanding the Importance of Forgiveness:

Matthew 18:21-22 (KJV): "Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother
sin against me, and | forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee,
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven."

King Jesus makes it clear that forgiveness is not limited. Forgiving family members who may
have caused childhood pain is essential for our emotional and spiritual healing. Holding
onto grudges can trap us in cycles of bitterness, while forgiveness frees us to live fully.

3. Forgiveness Does Not Equal Forgetting:
John 8:11 (KJV): "Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more."

Forgiveness is about letting go of resentment, but it does not mean forgetting or condoning
the wrong done. Jesus forgave the woman caught in adultery but also called her to live
differently. Similarly, forgiving family members does not mean continuing toxic patterns but
learning to set boundaries where necessary.

12
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4. Breaking the Cycle of Generational Hurt:

Matthew 5:44 (KJV): "But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute

you.

Some childhood trauma stems from generational hurt and brokenness. We are called to
break those cycles by responding with love, even when it’s difficult. Praying for those who
have hurt us, even family members, is a step toward releasing the pain and trusting God to
heal.

5. Seeking Peace and Restoration in the Family:

Matthew 5:9 (KJV): "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God."

King Jesus calls us to be peacemakers, and that includes within our families. Healing
childhood trauma through reconciliation with parents, siblings, and extended family can
restore peace in our hearts and break the stronghold of generational hurt. Being a
peacemaker requires humility and courage but brings immense blessings.

Action Items:

1. Personal Reflection:

Write down specific areas of unresolved hurt or trauma from family members (parents,
siblings, uncles, aunts, cousins). Ask God to help you release any bitterness or
unforgiveness toward them. Seek His guidance in how to approach reconciliation.

2. Prayer for Healing:

Commit to praying daily for the family members who caused you pain. Ask God to work on
their hearts as well as yours. Trust that God can bring healing and restoration in His timing.

13
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3. Engage in the Process of Reconciliation:

If appropriate, consider reaching out to a family member with whom you have unresolved
conflict. This could be through a letter, a phone call, or a conversation, with the goal of
expressing forgiveness and moving toward peace. Remember, reconciliation may take time,
and itis okay to set boundaries where necessary.

4. Breaking Chains Activity (Group):

During group time, students will write down any generational patterns of hurt or trauma in
their families that they desire to see broken. This could include patterns of abuse, neglect,
or rejection. As a group, we will symbolically break those chains by praying together,
declaring freedom in Christ from those cycles, and burning the papers as an act of release.

Conclusion: Walking in Healing and Reconciliation

Key Scripture:

John 14:27 (KJV): "Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth,
give | unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."

Reconciliation from childhood trauma, especially with family members, is often a difficult
and emotional journey. However, through Jesus Christ, healing is possible. He offers us
peace that surpasses understanding and the strength to forgive even the deepest wounds.
By reconciling with God, ourselves, and our family members, we are freed to live in peace
and wholeness, no longer bound by the pain of the past.

14
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Final Challenge:

Take the steps this week to begin the process of reconciling family relationships that have
been strained by childhood trauma. Trust that God will give you the strength and courage to
face these difficult conversations and to forgive where needed. Seek His peace and His
guidance in every step.

Closing Prayer:

Ask God to bring healing to every family represented in this ministry. Pray for strength to
forgive, for peace in the heart, and for restoration in broken relationships. Ask for the grace
to move forward in love, joy, and freedom.

Homework:

Re-read Matthew 5-7 and reflect on how Jesus teaches about love, forgiveness, and
peacemaking.

Write a letter of forgiveness to a family member, even if you don’t intend to send it yet.
Focus on releasing the pain to God and asking Him to help you heal.

15
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Part 5: Reconciliation in Marriage

Focus: Strengthening Marriages and the Importance of Staying Committed

Theme: Reconciliation in Marriage: Building and Restoring Marital Unity

Objective:

In this lesson, students will focus on the importance of reconciliation within marriage and
the sacred covenant between husband and wife. Through the teachings of King Jesus in the
Gospels, students will explore the biblical command to remain committed to their spouse,
work through challenges, and avoid divorce whenever possible. This lesson will emphasize
forgiveness, communication, and the power of God's love to heal broken marriages.

Key Scripture:

Matthew 19:4-6 (KJV): "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause
shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be
one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder."

Goal:

To guide students on the importance of reconciliation in marriage, demonstrating God’s
design for lifelong commitment, unity, and love. We will emphasize how to work through
conflict and stress in marriage through prayer, communication, forgiveness, and faith.

16
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Discussion Points:

1. The Sacred Covenant of Marriage:

Matthew 19:6 (KJV): "Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

Marriage is more than just a social or legal contract; it is a sacred covenant ordained by
God. In marriage, two individuals become one, joined together by God Himself. This union
reflects God’s design for love, unity, and commitment. Students must understand the
seriousness of this commitment and that, as believers, we are called to honor and protect
this covenant throughout our lives.

2. The Prohibition Against Divorce:

Matthew 19:8-9 (KJV): "He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. And | say unto
you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery."

King Jesus makes it clear that divorce was never part of God’s original plan for marriage.
While Moses permitted divorce due to the hardness of people's hearts, Jesus reaffirms that
marriage is meant to be a lifelong commitment. Divorce should never be seen as the first
solution to marital problems. Instead, reconciliation, forgiveness, and seeking God's
guidance should always be the priority.

17
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3. Forgiveness and Healing in Marriage:

Luke 17:3-4 (KJV): "Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke
him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and
seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, | repent; thou shalt forgive him."

Just as we are called to forgive others, forgiveness within marriage is crucial. Husbands and
wives will hurt each other at times, but the key to a healthy and lasting marriage is a spirit of
forgiveness. Holding onto resentment or bitterness only erodes the relationship, while
forgiveness allows for healing and reconciliation.

4. The Power of Love and Sacrifice in Marriage:

John 15:12-13 (KJV): "This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."

In marriage, love must be sacrificial. The love that King Jesus showed—Ilaying down His life
for us—is the same kind of love husbands and wives must show each other. This means
putting the needs of your spouse above your own, serving one another, and being willing to
lay down pride and selfish desires for the sake of unity and peace.

5. Pray Together, Stay Together:

Matthew 18:19-20 (KJV): "Again | say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father whichis in
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of
them."

Prayer is a powerful tool for reconciliation and unity in marriage. When a husband and wife
pray together, they invite the presence of God into their relationship. This strengthens their
bond, helps them to resolve conflicts, and keeps their focus on God’s will for their
marriage. Couples who pray together can overcome obstacles and grow in love and
commitment.

18
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Section: The Clash of Two Cultures in Marriage

Key Scripture:

Matthew 19:5 (KJV): "And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and
shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh."

When a man and a woman marry, they bring with them the values, traditions, and habits
learned from their families of origin. Often, this results in a clash of two different cultures.
This clash of cultures between the husband’s family and the wife’s family is one of the
major sources of conflict in marriage.

1. Different Family Backgrounds:

Each partner comes from a unique family system, shaped by different expectations,
communication styles, and traditions. What one spouse considers normal, the other may
find strange or uncomfortable. This can lead to misunderstandings and frustrations.
Couples must recognize that blending two cultures requires intentional communication,
respect, and flexibility.

2. Leaving and Cleaving:

Matthew 19:5 (KJV) reminds us that marriage involves leaving father and mother to form a
new family unit. This doesn’t mean severing all ties with family, but it does mean prioritizing
the spouse and the new marriage above all else. Successful reconciliation in marriage
often involves creating healthy boundaries with extended family members and prioritizing
unity between husband and wife.
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3. Creating a New Culture Together:

As husband and wife work through differences, they have the opportunity to create a new
family culture that reflects both of their values and traditions. By communicating openly
and showing respect for each other's background, couples can build a new life together
that honors God and reflects their unity.

Action Items:

1. Personal Reflection:

Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal any areas in your marriage that need healing or
reconciliation. Consider whether there are unresolved conflicts, unforgiveness, or unmet
needs that should be addressed. Ask God for the grace to forgive and the wisdom to
communicate with your spouse in love.

2. Communicate with Your Spouse:

Set aside time to talk openly with your spouse about your relationship. Discuss any issues
that may be causing tension or distance and make a commitment to work through them
together. Use prayer and scripture as a guide for your conversations.

3. Pray for Your Marriage:

Commit to praying daily for your marriage. Ask God to protect your relationship, to help you
love your spouse as He loves you, and to guide both of you as you navigate challenges. Pray
for unity, peace, and a renewed sense of commitment to one another.

20
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Conclusion: Embracing God’s Design for Marriage

Key Scripture:

Mark 10:9 (KJV): "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

Marriage is a gift from God, and it is meant to be a lifelong commitment between husband
and wife. The journey of marriage is not always easy, but with God at the center, it can be
filled with joy, love, and peace. Divorce should never be the first option, but reconciliation,
forgiveness, and a commitment to work through challenges together should always be the
goal.

As members of Faith in God Ministry, we are called to live by the principles of the Kingdom,
including in our marriages. Let us commit to honoring God’s design for marriage, to forgive
as Christ forgave us, and to love sacrificially, just as He loves us.

Final Challenge:

If you are married, take practical steps this week to strengthen your relationship with your
spouse. Whether through prayer, open communication, or acts of service, work to
reconcile any areas of tension or hurt. If you know couples who are struggling in their
marriage, offer them support, prayer, and encouragement, reminding them of God’s design
for unity and reconciliation.
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Closing Prayer:

Ask God to bless every marriage in this ministry. Pray for healing, forgiveness, and unity
among husbands and wives. Ask for the grace to overcome challenges, for the love to grow
stronger, and for God’s presence to guide each couple through their journey together.

Homework:

Re-read Matthew 5-7 and reflect on how King Jesus’ teachings apply to your marriage.

Write a letter to your spouse expressing your love, commitment, and desire to grow
together in Christ. If applicable, ask for forgiveness where needed and offer forgiveness as
well.

This lesson plan for Part 5: Reconciliation in Marriage is designed to help students at Faith
in God Ministry build stronger, Christ-centered marriages that reflect God’s love,
forgiveness, and unity, even in the midst of family and cultural differences.
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Part 6: Reconciliation through The Holy Spirit - The Key to Kingdom Access

Theme: The Holy Spirit - Our Guide, Comforter, and Key to Accessing the Kingdom

Objective:

In this lesson, students will explore the vital role of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer.
They will understand that the Holy Spirit is not only the seal of our salvation but also the
One who empowers us to live according to the will of God and grants us access to Kingdom
authority. Without a relationship with the Holy Spirit, it is impossible to fully walk in our
Kingdom inheritance or live out our identity as Kingdom citizens.

Part 6: The Holy Spirit and Kingdom Access

Key Scriptures:

John 14:16-17 (KJV): "And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter,
that He may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you."

John 16:13 (KJV): "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all
truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak:
and He will shew you things to come."
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Goal:

To help students develop a deeper understanding and relationship with the Holy Spirit,
recognizing His role in guiding, empowering, and giving us access to the Kingdom of God.

Discussion Points:

1. The Holy Spirit - Our Comforter and Advocate:

John 14:16-17 (KJV): "And | will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter,
that He may abide with you forever..."

The Holy Spirit is described as our Comforter, meaning He is the One who walks alongside
us, guiding us, helping us, and interceding for us. King Jesus promised that after He
ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit would come to dwell within believers permanently.
As Kingdom citizens, we are never alone. The Holy Spirit is with us to comfort, empower,
and guide us in our daily walk with God.

2. The Spirit of Truth — Our Guide to Kingdom Living:

John 16:13 (KJV): "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all
truth..."

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth. He reveals the truths of God’s Word and Kingdom to us.
Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot fully understand or apply the teachings of King Jesus. He
guides us into all truth and helps us discern right from wrong. For Kingdom access, we
need the Holy Spirit to illuminate Scripture, reveal God’s will, and empower us to live in
obedience.
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3. The Holy Spirit’s Role in Empowering Us for Kingdom Work:

Acts 1:8 (KJV): "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth."

King Jesus made it clear that the Holy Spirit is the One who empowers us for Kingdom work.
Itis through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can preach the Gospel, heal the sick, cast
out demons, and live victorious lives. As Kingdom citizens, we cannot fulfill our
assignments without His power. Every believer must seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit
daily for the strength to accomplish God’s purposes.

4. The Holy Spirit Grants Us Access to Kingdom Secrets:
John 16:13 (KJV): "...and He will shew you things to come."

One of the key roles of the Holy Spiritis to reveal divine secrets to us. Through our
relationship with Him, He shows us things to come, including warnings, guidance, and
revelations about the Kingdom of God. In the Kingdom, nothing is hidden from those who
walk with the Holy Spirit. He gives us access to mysteries and insights that equip us to live
as overcomers.

5. The Holy Spirit Seals Our Kingdom Identity:

John 3:5 (KJV): "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

Our entrance into the Kingdom of God is through the Holy Spirit. King Jesus said we must be
"born of the Spirit" to enter the Kingdom. This spiritual rebirth marks the beginning of our
journey as Kingdom citizens. The Holy Spirit seals our identity as children of God, assuring
us that we belong to the Kingdom and have access to its benefits.
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Section: The Three Inner Voices in Our Thoughts

As Kingdom citizens, discerning the voice of the Holy Spirit is essential. However, it’s
important to recognize that there are three inner voices we often encounter in our thoughts:

1. The Voice of the Holy Spirit:

The Holy Spirit is our guide and teacher, speaking truth and aligning our hearts with God’s
will. He will never lead us into sin or confusion but will always speak according to the Word
of God. His voice often brings peace, conviction, and clarity.

John 14:26 (KJV): "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost...shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you."

How to recognize the Holy Spirit’s voice:

e [taligns with Scripture.

e |t brings peace, even in difficult situations.

e |t provides wisdom and insight that aligns with God’s will.
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2. Our Own Voice (Flesh):

Our personal thoughts can often reflect our desires, emotions, and natural instincts.
Sometimes, these thoughts are neutral, but they can also lead us away from God’s will if
influenced by fear, pride, or selfish desires. While our voice can be influenced by the Holy
Spirit, it’s important to discern when our own fleshly desires are speaking louder.

Matthew 26:41 (KJV): "Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak."

How to recognize our own voice:

e ltis ofteninfluenced by our emotions, desires, and circumstances.

e [t may lack the peace that comes from the Holy Spirit.

e |t often seeks comfort, ease, orimmediate gratification.
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3. The Voice that Leads Us Astray (The Enemy):

The enemy (satan) seeks to deceive and lead us away from God’s truth. His voice is subtle,
often mixing lies with partial truths. He will try to bring confusion, doubt, fear, and
condemnation. It is essential to recognize this voice and reject it by standing firm in the
truth of God’s Word.

Matthew 4:1-11 (KJV): This passage reveals how Satan tempted King Jesus in the
wilderness by twisting Scripture and appealing to pride, power, and immediate
gratification. King Jesus responded each time by declaring, "It is written," using the Word of
God to rebuke the enemy. This shows how critical it is for us to recognize the enemy’s voice
and refute it with God’s Word.

How to recognize the enemy’s voice:

e |tcontradicts Scripture or twists it out of context.

e [t brings fear, confusion, and condemnation.

e ltencourages disobedience to God and His Word.

Key Scripture to Discern All Voices:

John 10:27 (KJV): "My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me."

As believers, we must continually tune our ears to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit and
reject the voice of the enemy and our flesh. The more time we spend in prayer and studying
God’s Word, the easier it becomes to discern His voice in our hearts.
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Section: The Holy Spirit as the Gateway to Kingdom Access

Key Scripture:

John 14:18 (KJV): "l will not leave you comfortless: | will come to you."

When King Jesus ascended into Heaven, He did not leave us without help. The Holy Spiritis
our connection to King Jesus and the Kingdom of God. Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot
experience the fullness of our Kingdom inheritance. The Holy Spirit grants us access to the
Kingdom’s power, authority, and blessings. As we yield to Him and build a relationship with
Him, we unlock the resources of heaven in our lives.

Action Items:

1. Pray for a Fresh Infilling:

Spend time in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to fill you afresh. Ask Him to reveal Himself
more clearly in your life and to empower you to live as a Kingdom citizen.

2. Practice Listening:

Take time each day to listen for the Holy Spirit’s guidance. Write down what you sense He is
leading you to do and take steps of faith to follow His voice.

3. Study the Word:

As the Holy Spirit guides us into all truth, commit to studying the Word of God regularly.
Invite the Holy Spirit to open your understanding and reveal the deeper truths of Scripture.
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Part 6: Conclusion - The Importance of Our Relationship with the Holy Spirit

Our relationship with the Holy Spirit is absolutely critical for Kingdom living. As we’ve
learned, the Holy Spirit is not just a helper but the very presence of God within us, guiding
us into all truth and empowering us to live out the Kingdom's values on Earth. Without the
Holy Spirit, we cannot access the wisdom, strength, and spiritual insight required to fulfill
our roles as citizens and ambassadors of God’s Kingdom.

The Holy Spirit not only helps us discern between the inner voices—His, ours, and the
enemy's—but also provides the power to overcome the flesh and the influence of the
world. Through prayer, meditation on God’s Word, and a daily surrender to the leading of
the Holy Spirit, we cultivate a relationship that grants us access to the fullness of God’s
Kingdom.

The Holy Spirit enables us to bear fruit, to walk in love, joy, peace, patience, and all the
other fruits of the Spirit. Without His guidance and presence, our efforts fall short. But
through the Holy Spirit, we are continually being transformed into the image of Christ, able
to bring heaven to earth.

Final Thought: Remember, the Holy Spirit is not just an external power or force; He is God
within us. As King Jesus promised in John 14:16-17 (KJV): "And | will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; Even the Spirit of
truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you."

Therefore, nurturing your relationship with the Holy Spirit is key to living the victorious and
abundant life King Jesus desires for us as Kingdom citizens. It is through Him that we
experience reconciliation with God, the power to walk in righteousness, and the strength to
fulfill our calling.
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Part 7: Reconciliation with Your Community — Engaging in a Positive, Healthy Way

Theme: Being Agents of Reconciliation in Your Community

Objective:

In this lesson, students will learn the importance of being ambassadors of reconciliation
not only within their personal relationships but also in the larger community. This lesson
emphasizes how believers can engage with their communities in a positive, healthy, and
Christ-centered way, spreading the message of love, peace, and restoration. As
representatives of God’s Kingdom on Earth, we are called to bring healing and unity
wherever we go.

Part 7: Reconciliation with Your Community

Key Scriptures:

Matthew 5:14-16 (KJV): "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it
giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

Mark 12:31 (KJV): "And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these."
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Goal:

To inspire and equip students to actively engage in their communities in ways that reflect
the love of Christ and promote healing, peace, and unity. By taking positive steps, students
will learn how to be agents of change, bringing reconciliation between broken relationships
and communities.

Discussion Points:

1. Understanding Our Role as Light and Salt in the Community:

Matthew 5:14-16 (KJV): "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid..."

King Jesus describes His followers as the "light of the world" and the "salt of the earth."
Light brings clarity and hope, while salt preserves and adds flavor. As Kingdom citizens, we
are called to bring hope, truth, and transformation to our communities. This means that our
presence should have a positive impact on those around us, whether it’s our
neighborhood, workplace, or social circles. We are to be the shining examples of Christ’s
love and righteousness in every situation.

2. Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself:
Mark 12:31 (KJV): "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

One of the greatest commandments King Jesus gave is to love our neighbors as ourselves.
This commandment emphasizes empathy, care, and the willingness to step into the needs
of others. Reconciliation begins with genuine love for the people around us. Whether our
neighbors are close friends or complete strangers, showing love in practical ways, such as
helping, listening, or offering support, creates a foundation for reconciliation and peace in
our communities.
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3. Peacemaking as a Ministry:

Matthew 5:9 (KJV): "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God."

We are called to be peacemakers—people who actively seek to bring harmony, not
division, into our communities. Whether resolving conflicts or helping to unite different
groups of people, Disciples of Christ are called to foster peace. This requires humility,
patience, and wisdom. Engaging in peacemaking means that we are willing to listen,
understand the root of problems, and offer solutions grounded in biblical truth and love.

4. Serving Others with a Christ-like Heart:

Mark 10:45 (KJV): "For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many."

King Jesus Himself modeled servanthood, showing us that true greatness in the Kingdom of
God comes through serving others. As we engage with our community, we should adopt an
attitude of selfless service. Whether it's through volunteering, acts of kindness, or
supporting local initiatives, serving others allows us to demonstrate Christ’s love in a
tangible way. When we serve, we open doors for conversations, relationships, and
ultimately, reconciliation.

5. Reconciling with Diverse Groups in the Community:

Luke 10:33-34 (KJV): "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took
care of him."

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, King Jesus teaches that reconciliation goes beyond
just the people we know. It extends to those who are different from us—ethnically, socially,
or culturally. The Samaritan man extended compassion and help to someone who was
considered his enemy. Likewise, we must engage with all people in our communities,
embracing diversity and extending grace and love regardless of background. Reconciliation
breaks down barriers and creates bridges of understanding.
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Section: Practical Steps for Reconciliation in Your Community

Key Scripture:

Luke 6:31 (KJV): "And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.'

1. Step 1: Practice Active Listening and Compassion:

In order to reconcile and engage with your community in a meaningful way, start by
listening. When we take time to listen to the concerns, stories, and experiences of those
around us, we demonstrate that we value them. Listening with compassion opens doors for
trust and reconciliation, allowing us to better understand the needs of our community.

2. Step 2: Be a Peacemaker and Resolve Conflicts:

Every community faces challenges and conflicts. Whether it’s between neighbors, groups,
or even families, as Disciples of Christ, we are called to bring peace. Seek to mediate
conflicts where possible by offering a biblical perspective on love, forgiveness, and unity.
Encourage communication, understanding, and mutual respect. Peacemaking requires
patience and a heart aligned with the teachings of Christ.

3. Step 3: Engage in Acts of Service:

Look for opportunities to serve your community. Whether it's helping the elderly, supporting
a local charity, or volunteering at a community event, acts of service break down barriers
and build trust. Through service, you create positive relationships and contribute to the
overall well-being of your community.
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John 13:14-15 (KJV): "If | then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought
to wash one another's feet. For | have given you an example, that ye should do as | have
done to you."

4. Step 4: Address Injustices with Truth and Love:

As representatives of Christ’s Kingdom, we must stand for justice and truth. When we see
wrongs in our community—whether it’s inequality, discrimination, or violence—we must
speak up and advocate for righteousness. However, we must always do so with love and
wisdom, avoiding divisive rhetoric.

Luke 4:18 (KJV): "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised."

5. Step 5: Build Relationships across Diverse Groups:

Make an effort to connect with people outside your usual circles. King Jesus consistently
reached out to those on the margins—tax collectors, sinners, Samaritans—showing that
God’s love is inclusive. Seek opportunities to build relationships with people from different
backgrounds, ethnicities, and cultures. This strengthens the fabric of the community and
creates a culture of reconciliation and respect.

John 13:34-35 (KJV): "A new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one another; as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to another."
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Section: The Holy Spirit’s Role in Community Engagement

Key Scripture:

Luke 12:12 (KJV): "For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to

say.

The Holy Spirit is essential when it comes to engaging with our communities. He will guide
us in what to say, how to approach sensitive situations, and give us wisdom in dealing with
people. When we rely on the Holy Spirit, we act with discernment, courage, and humility.
His guidance ensures that our efforts to reconcile and engage with others are fruitful and
aligned with God’s will.

Action Items:

1. Identify a Need:

Take time to identify a specific need in your community where you can make an impact. It
could be serving at a local food pantry, organizing a neighborhood cleanup, or offering
mentorship to young people.

2. Reach Out:

Make an intentional effort to connect with someone in your community whom you may not
know well. Whether it’s a neighbor, a local business owner, or a community leader, building
relationships is a key step in reconciliation.
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3. Serve in Love:

Engage in an act of service this week. Whether big or small, commit to serving someone in
your community with the love of Christ. Remember, every act of kindness opens the door to
deeper relationships and reconciliation.

Being the Hands and Feet of Jesus in the Community

As followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to be His hands and feet in a world that
desperately needs reconciliation, love, and healing. Matthew 5:16 (KJV) reminds us, "Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven." This is our mission as Kingdom citizens—to shine the light of Christ
through our actions, words, and love for others. Reconciliation with our communities is not
an option but a command from our King. We are to be peacemakers, bridge-builders, and
active participants in restoring relationships and bringing unity.

In every interaction, the Holy Spirit empowers us to be ambassadors of the Kingdom,
showing others what it means to live under God’s rule and reign. The steps we take—
whether serving, listening, or standing up for justice—are not just good deeds; they are
Kingdom work, demonstrating God’s love in action.

Let us commit to being agents of reconciliation in our communities. Whether through acts
of service, building relationships with those different from us, or resolving conflicts, we can
be the catalyst for change that reflects the love and unity of Christ. Together, as members
of Faith in God Ministry, we can transform our communities into places of peace, love, and
righteousness, one small act of reconciliation at a time.
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Final Challenge:

This week, ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in how you can engage with your community in a
way that brings healing and reconciliation. Commit to being intentional about building
relationships, serving others, and standing for justice, all while reflecting the heart of
Christ.

Closing Prayer:

Pray for the Holy Spirit to guide every member of Faith in God Ministry as they engage with
their communities. Ask for wisdom, courage, and love to flow through each of us, enabling
us to be true ambassadors of reconciliation and agents of the Kingdom.

Homework:

Spend time in prayer, asking God to show you how you can bring reconciliation in your
community.

Read Mark 12:28-34 (KJV) and reflect on how loving God and loving your neighbor are
connected in bringing healing to your community.
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Conclusion - Reconciliation with Your Community

Reconciliation with your community is not just about restoring broken relationships but
about becoming an active agent of transformation and love in the places where you live,
work, and worship. Just as Jesus came to reconcile the world to Himself, He sends us into
our communities to bring peace, healing, and the good news of the Kingdom. When we
engage our neighbors with love, understanding, and service, we fulfill the command to love
our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:39, KJV: "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself").

By taking active steps—whether it’s engaging in community projects, serving others
selflessly, addressing past conflicts, or simply being a godly example of Kingdom living—we
embody the love and light of Christ. As citizens of God’s Kingdom, we are called to stand
out, not through isolation, but through intentional engagement, bringing peace where there
is division and unity where there is strife.

Final Thought: Remember the words of King Jesus in Matthew 5:14-16 (KJV): "Ye are the
light of the world. A city thatis set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven."

Let your light shine in your community. Be the reconciler, the peacemaker, the one who
embodies the Kingdom of God, and through your actions, let others see the love of Christin
you. By engaging with your community in positive and healthy ways, you are actively
expanding the reach of the Kingdom of God on earth and fulfilling your divine mandate as a
reconciler.
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