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Happy spring! Maples are done and buds have fallen off. 
Next, we are looking at willows, daffodils, crocus, dandelions, 
pears, and other fruit trees.  For those who have overwintered 
bees, get those mite treatments applied. Check for food and 
for the new-bees and have equipment ready to house bees. It 
all happens this month.   
 
This month we are fortunate to have Don Schram from 
Michigan, and the topic will be queen rearing. Anything he 
has to say can be applied to a small beekeeping operation as 
well. Everyone should have a basic knowledge of  how queens 
can be produced to become self-sufficient at some 
point. There will also be a class/smoker contest for the new-
bees and for the experienced beekeeper alike; both will be 
conducted at the same time a few feet apart.  If  you wish to 
be a part of  the fun, be there at 6:45 and, of  course, this is 
weather permitting - that means no rain.  
 
Denzil  
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Renew your GCBA membership today! 



Gene and Audrey Gargas 
 

"Our first 10 years, looking back at what we have learned" 



The fair is fast approaching, and a lot has happened since our last newsletter update. 
 
Dennis Eck and the board have discussed, met and/or measured the bee yard area and discussed 
the new attractions and ideas for the bee barn. We want everyone to contribute ideas and partici-
pation as your schedules allow. This is certainly not any one person's project, but a collective la-
bor of  love for all things honeybees. Please volunteer! 
 
The Cuyahoga County Fairground is a wonderful opportunity for education and community out-
reach, a place to share all things honeybees and agriculture. In an endeavor to accomplish all of  
this, GCBA is fully vested in the project of  beautification of  the bee yard and creating an exciting 
venue for fair goers in the bee barn. 
 
We have been given the opportunity to work with The Belmont Prison facility in St. Clairsville, 
Ohio. We are submitting all the necessary paperwork and protocols to get the ball rolling. Once 
approved, we can begin work on design and structure plans. As you can see in the photos accom-
panying this article, their talents and skills are endless. Mr. Shook, Head of  Safety and Health, is 
our liaison with making all the above mentioned become a reality. They have a great work envi-
ronment and bee club for the inmates. 
 
One more item to mention in this update is the landscaping and garden prep work for this year's 
bee yard of  which some pictures are also included with this article. There will be a work/cleanup 
soon, and then ideas for planting and landscaping. Perennial donations will be needed. If  you 
have a connection to a local garden/landscaping business that is willing to help with some orna-
mental trees and grasses plants, topsoil, fertilizer - please let us know. We could do some great 
sponsorship advertising for them at the fair! Don't forget we are a 501C3 organization, too!   
 
Last thought, this is a large endeavor with a lot of  different plans and responsibilities. We are go-
ing to get as much accomplished as we can in 2022, and then continue to expand and develop as 
we go along.   Please volunteer and check out the photos on the next page! 
 
 
Thank You, 
Sheila St.Clair 
 
Contact us with any questions. 
 
Tom Kennish, Fair Chair   tkennish@gmail.com 
Sheila St.Clair, Bee Yard and Barn Project Coordinator  info@queenrightcolonies.com 
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