
June 2022 

President's Message 

Hey, the sun is shinning and it has stopped raining; flowers are 
blooming, bees are flying and swarming!  Those honey supers 
should have been on in April and it should be ready for the sec-
ond super by now or your bees have possibly swarmed.    
 
This month GCBA has the honor to have Richard Lyle from up 
state New York. Richard will be talking about his 4 years of  bee-
keeping, "This Is My Story." I think Richard has about 50 colo-
nies now and should be an inspiration to everyone in beekeep-
ing.   
 
Don't forget this month we also have another smoker contest, 
but this month the winner will be the person whose smoker pro-
duces the most smoke in the specific allotted time, so bring that 
smoker and win a prize.   
 
Congratulations again to Duane for winning last month's smoker 
contest and the smoker pellets!   
 
Denzil   
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Hi everyone, May has been swarm month, during inspections in May I 
have found 30 to 40 swarms cells, found hives that appear to be queen 
less most likely because the hive swarmed, All the local clubs, stress in-
spections every 7 to 10 days. If  you inspect every 21 days a queen can 
be hatched in 16 days and the hive swarms without you knowing it. Re-
member in Cuyahoga County we are basically urban beekeepers and 
swarms are a threat to local beekeeping. We have had two communities 
pass bee laws allowing beekeeping in the last 2 years. Unwanted swarms 
in a neighborhood can results in laws that can end or reverse beekeep-
ing with a stroke of  a pen. Please remember just adding deeps or su-
pers do not stop a hive from swarming, adding 2 or 3 boxes to a hive to 
try to prevent swarming also give hive beetles a place to hide. If  you’re 
testing and treating for mites follow the instructions exactly on the label 
of  your product. The link for Formic Pro is http://Nodglobal.com  
 
Phil Bartosh     216.470.0934     216.351.6190  
 
sd9990@aol.com 
 
Cuyahoga County 
Apiary Inspector 

http://nodglobal.com/
mailto:sd9990@aol.com




Congratulations Duane, you’re a 

Blue Ribbon Smoker! 



Join the FUN! Renew your GCBA membership today! 



Just a little over 2 months and we will be celebrating 125 
years at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds...August 9-
14. 
What better way to celebrate a 125th anniversary than to 
showcase all the new changes at the Bee Barn, building 
#25 and the beautiful Bee Yard and Gardens project. 
 
Plans are in place for the signage, bee hives, and mu-
rals and work has begun. 
In order for any project to be a success, volunteers are 
needed. Everything from floral donations, time, money, 
ornamental trees and flowering shrubs. A suggestion or 
two as to who you may know that would be willing to 
help out with a load of  topsoil, or mulch. 
The list goes on and on. Contact anyone on the board 
for more information, all their contacts are listed in the 
newsletter. Thank You for all your help, we appreciate 
all of  you! 
Bee Good Stewards to all the Honeybees! 
 
Sheila St.Clair   
Bee Barn and Bee Yard Beautification Project 2022 



Don’t forget to water your bees! 



July 13th at 6:30pm 

Dr. Jim Tew will speak, GCBA will provide games (corn 

hole, Bee Buss assembly contest, and others), and main 

course grilled items. GCBA members, please bring side 

dishes and desserts.  



This application will let you renew a previous registration, add new apiaries, or create 

a new registration for new beekeepers. The registration fee is $5.00 per apiary; both 

the application and fee is due by June 1 each year. There is a $10 late fee if filing  

after June 1 (the late fee is a total charge of $10, not $10 per apiary). Payments can 



“Limited Edition for a Limited Time”  

While supplies last, only large and x-larges shirts. If you are interested please click the 

“contact” button on our website to inquire. 



I just added a second deep super and intend to use medium supers for the rest of  the sea-
son.  Some of  my beekeeping friends say they are only using a single deep this year; they 
have heard beekeepers in northern states, even Canada, have been successful overwintering 
hives in just one deep.  What are your thoughts on that for beekeepers here in NEO?   
 ******* 
          It has been my experience that individuals espousing non-conventional ideas never 
bother to speak about negative aspects of  an idea they embrace.  I have to make some as-
sumptions here, the question, overwintering with only one deep box (no supers) and during 
the summer months a queen excluder is used with supering done above the single 
deep!  This is the traditional method used when referring to this type of  beekeeping.  Every 
move on a chess board has both positive and negative consequences if  the player is honest 
with full disclosure.      

In order to keep the queen in one box a queen excluder is a must and the obvious con-
sequences of  this is swarming.  If  the average beekeeper cannot keep bees from swarming in 
a colony with unlimited space, how is it to be avoided with this kind of  restriction - it can-
not!  What these beekeepers do not say is that they desire this condition in order to build api-
ary size or to sell nucs.      

I once taught a class on the subject showing videos of  an individual racing through his 
single box configuration and never stopping to discuss all the swarm cells along the bottoms 
of  each frame and obviously hoping no one would see them.  The worst thing a beekeeper in 
a residential setting can face is endless swarms, whereas a rural beekeeper may not care at 
all.  Swarms do not increase honey production but rather reduce it.   
          If  queen confinement produces more honey, why don’t we just keep bees in five frame 
nucs?    
Lastly, overwintering, nothing is ever mentioned about the necessity of  feeding bees in a one 
box configuration or how often it is required.  I routinely overwinter mini nucs which consist 
of  a total of  2 ½ frames, so it is doable, but they always need special attention.   The bottom 
line is, this is not for the novice, but rather for the experienced beekeeper and never for a 
beekeeper living in a residential area where swarms are a threat to beekeeping.        
~ Buzz the Beekeeper             







Two months in a row! 



Watch this video on youtube!   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGz31h3j_kY 
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Classified Ads Any member in good standing may place an ad for bee-

keeping related items for sale or trade once a quarter free of charge. 

This ad will not exceed 1/8th of a page in size. Additional ads will be 

subject to advertisement fees. Advertisement Fee Schedule: 1/8th 

Page: $5 month, 1/4th Page: $7 month, Half Page: $10 month, Full 

Page $15 Please note: Information posted is a courtesy to GCBA Mem-

bers and/or a paid advertisement for business entities. GCBA does not 

endorse or guarantee quality or pricing. Used foundation should not be 

sold and will not be advertised. Used woodenware cannot be certified 

free of some diseases like American Foulbrood. Be very cautious when 

GCBA events held throughout the year: 

• Picnic in July 

• County Fair Booth in August 

• Special Event in September 

• Holiday Party in December 

• Live Demonstrations year round 




