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A Message from Our President
   Hello All, and happy May! By now, if you purchased a
colony of bees, they should have been picked up and
installed. Now is the highly anxious time of waiting for that
colony to grow! 

   Remember to keep feeding those new colonies and keep a
close eye on your feeders, as the food can be consumed rather
quickly. Proper proportions for your feed are 8 lbs of sugar
to 1 gallon of water at this time of year. Be sure to have a
couple of clean empty jugs as the yield for this amount is
around 2 gallons of feed. You will go through it! 

   For those who were lucky enough to have their bees
overwinter, if you haven't yet, treatment for mites should be a
high priority to get your colony(ies) a good head start into
the season. 

   May is also the month of World Bee Day! We will be
celebrating on May 19th (Friday) and and May 20th
(Saturday) at the GCBA Bee Yard and Barn. 

Continued on page 2
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 We will have stations with all kinds of info concerning our
pollinating friends. Whether new or old, we encourage
beekeepers of all experience levels to help and participate if
possible. You can teach those less experienced and learn
something new as well. 

   Finally, I regretfully announce that Tom Kennish has
decided to step down from his position as the 2023 GCBA
President. I have been nominated by the board and have
accepted the role as President for the remainder of the year.
Phil Bartosh, our county inspector, is our new Vice President.
We look forward to guiding our organization through the
year and working with you all. Please feel free to reach out to
me any time at gcbamikea@yahoo.com and I look forward
to hearing from you. 

Thanks and Best Wishes,
Mike Alonso
President of GCBA 

Pollinator Fun Facts!

Hi everyone,

It’s the start of the inspection season and the first inspections on my list are the people
requesting Queen Certificates. 

Please remember that we have over 350 apiaries in Cuyahoga County, so it is hard
getting all of them done. According to the inspector's handbook, inspection
temperatures have to be above 60 degrees. 

Of the inspections done this month, I have found mites in drone cells, so remember to
check your mite loads! As soon as the weather breaks it’s going to be the start of early
swarm season. If you ordered new packages, remember to treat early because one
mite is one to many! 

Everyone have a safe season, and hopefully we will see you at World Bee Day in May!

Thanks,
Phil BARTOSH
Cuyahoga County Apiary Inspector & GCBA Vice President 2

Inspector's Corner

President's Message continued...

More than 100 U.S.
grown crops rely on
pollinators. The added
revenue to crop
production from
pollinators is valued at
$18 Billion!

Honeybees are
America's primary
commercial pollinator,
although there are over
4,000 types of bees in
the U.S.

Today, there are about
2.8 million honeybee
hives in the U.S.

Major U.S. pollinated
crops include almonds,
non-citrus fruit trees,
berries, melons, and
squash

Source: USDA Buzz on
Pollinator

mailto:gcbamikea@yahoo.com
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   This means we have an exciting May ahead of us! We will need
volunteers for both days.

   T-Shirts will be available for you and there will be lots of children on
Friday! They will be given a Passport and be directed to learning stations
about pollination, honey and agriculture. We would like some farm
animals too. Maybe a calf, a couple chickens, a pet goat... 

   Any questions, please contact the GCBA Secretary Sarah Alonso at
s.alonso@myyahoo.com

World Bee Day - May 19-20
Have you heard that GCBA and CCF are hosting

their third annual World Bee Day?

View and download the flyers from our Greater Cleveland
Beekeepers Association website for more information.

mailto:s.alonso@myyahoo.com
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Any member in good
standing may place an ad
for beekeeping related
items for sale or trade
once a quarter free of
charge. This ad will not
exceed 1/8th of a page in
size. 

Additional ads will be
subject to advertisement
fees. 

Advertisement Fee
Schedule: 
1/8th Page: $5 month,
1/4th Page: $7 month,
Half Page: $10 month,
Full Page: $15 month 

Please note: Information
posted is a courtesy to
GCBA Members and/or a
paid advertisement for
business entities. GCBA
does not endorse or
guarantee quality or
pricing. 4

GCBA Events
Volunteer, Donate, Jump in, and Give a Hand!

Monthly Member Meetings
World Bee Day in May
Picnic in July
County Fair Booth in August
Special event in September
Holiday Party in December
Live Demonstrations year round

Fair Chair '23 - Open Position

Available the week of August 6th-13th... setup
through tear down
Organize Volunteers for the GCBA Booth 
Help with the Wed. evening regular monthly
member meeting held during fair week
Design a new banner "Motto" for 2023
Work closely with the board and Fair Director to
make it the best experience ever!

Calling all Volunteers!
Once we get to May, it seems as though the summer
flies. GCBA needs YOU to step forward and lend a
hand as Fair Chair 2023!

If interested in helping out, please reach out to any of
the board members. Below are some of the tasks that go
along with such a prestigious title.

This position is important and board approved. The
sooner we can get started, the better.

Sheila St. Clair
Past Fair Chair 2021
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The Bee yard is a hum with the newly installed workforce - 20,000  
 strong and growing!

We hope to get the big Pollinator Garden sign and the Sponsorship sign
hung before World Bee Day. It is certainly a goal. Plans will then be put
in place to construct the fencing and gate, hoping to have it in place by
August prior to the fair... another goal for sure. 

A lot of what is done is primarily by donation via the Fair board and our
GCBA membership. This year, Pettiti's Gardens has donated a $100 gift
card for use towards gardening needs. If you have any ideas or
suggestions, we want to hear them! We are looking at options for the
fencing and gate that we need to install, an ornamental flowering dwarf
tree, etc. There is much to be done and we hope that you will avail your
time and energy to help us accomplish this task! 

We are an organization unlike most that has a home onsite at the
Fairground and a great Fair board to work with. Hand in hand, we are
bringing agriculture and beekeeping to the forefront. Awareness is key,
one event at a time. GCBA Proud!

Kindly,
Sheila St.Clair
440-647-2602
Beeyard and Garden Beautification Project

Cuyahoga County Fair 2023

One of the items on our annual beekeeping calendar is to get some honey
ready for the fair! Included in this newsletter is the majority of information
you will need to participate.

Each month at the regular meetings there will be a table of information
regarding the fair, where you can get additional input on fair entries, both
specific and in general.

Start planning now, and may the best beekeeper win!

See pages 6-7 for fair entry details and page 8 for entry form.

Pastries for the
bakery table at our
monthly meetings

are always
welcome,

especially if they
are made with

honey!



Jan Petrek, GCBA
Hospitality Coordinator

Bee Yard & Barn
Beautification Project

Don't Forget!
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6Download CFF Official Premium Book: https://cuyfair.com/pdf/2022/CCF-2022-Premium-book-v5.pdf
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7Download CFF Official Premium Book: https://cuyfair.com/pdf/2022/CCF-2022-Premium-book-v5.pdf
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Recipe of the Month May 2023

Honey Walnut Squares

1 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup powdered sugar
1/2 cup unsalted butter,
room temp

6 Tbsp unsalted butter
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup honey
1 cup walnuts, coarsely
chopped
1/4 cup whipping cream
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1/2 tsp lemon zest
pinch of salt

Ingredients
Shortbread Base

Filling

For the Shortbread Base
Preheat oven to 350F. Spray an 8-in square pan and line with a wide strip of parchment
paper. In a large bowl, mix soft butter with powdered sugar. It should be creamy. Add
flour and patiently incorporate it all using a spatula until you have a soft dough. Press the
dough into the bottom of the pan. Prick with a fork and bake for 15-20 minutes, until
starting to dry and barely color. Reserve on wire rack while making the filling. 

For the Filling
Put butter, honey, and brown sugar in a medium saucepan. Cook on medium heat until it
breaks a boil. Continue cooking for 5 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove from heat
and immediately add the walnuts, cream, salt, vanilla, and lemon. Pour into the pre-
baked crust and return to the oven for 20 minutes. Remove from the oven and let stand
5-10 minutes on wire rack. The filling hardens a lot when it cools down, so do not over
bake. Carefully run a knife around the edges of the pan so that it doesn't stick. Once fully
cooled, cut into squares and serve. 9

Source: vintagekitchennotes.com
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GCBA OfficersMay 2023

The Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association
supports, educates, and connects both beekeepers
and aspiring beekeepers alike through classes and
monthly meetings.
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Greater Cleveland

Beekeepers

Association

President: Mike Alonso
gcbamikea@yahoo.com

Past President: Denzil St. Clair
info@queenrightcolonies.com

VP: Phil Bartosh
sd9990@aol.com

Treasurer: Brenda Theurer
larry1724@aol.com

Secretary: Sarah Alonso
s.alonso@myyahoo.com

Director: Laura Brown
lb68750@gmail.com

Director: Joe Tetrek
jpetrek3@hotmail.com

Director: Charles Heaton
charlesheaton@mac.com

Hospitality Coordinator: Jan Petrek
jpetrek@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Amanda Herzberger
aherzberger11@gmail.com

Our Goal:


