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President’s  Message  May  
  
Thanks  to  all  the  volunteers,  members  and  guests  who  participated  in  the  GCBA  Field  Day.    
We  had  participants  from  age  6  to  age  90.  The  weather  was  iffy,  but  the  rain  held  off  until  the  
very  end.      
Member,  Larry  Kelly,  became  the  official  photographer  and  we  are  hoping  to  post  some  of  the  
videos  to  Facebook  and/  or  the  website.  
Leo  Schirokauer,  our  2018  Youth  Research  Grant  recipient,  gave  us  a  very  interesting  update  
on  his  progress  to  develop  a  preventative  protocol  for  American  Foulbrood.      
Peggy  Garnes  took  us  through  the  process  of  sampling  and  identifying  nosema  in  the  hive  and  
under  a  microscope.      
Joe  Pristash  conducted  a  full  demonstration  of  a  new  varroa  treatment  product  from  Bee  Hive  
Thermal  Industries.      
Member,  Rick  Moranz,  demonstrated  a  hive  split  and  taught  us  how  to  build  an  inexpensive  
uncapping  tank.    
Vice-President,  Allyson  May,  led  the  Beginners  Corner  with  children’s  activities  as  well  as  
completing  a  hive  check  and  conversation  on  the  state  of  the  GCBA  hive  in  the  CCF  apiary.    
Frames  were  passed  around  and  everyone  saw  the  queen.        
The  lunch  was  delicious.    There  were  some  nice  door  prizes  and  we  had  caged  drones  to  
practice  ‘queen’  marking.  
If  you  missed  out  this  year,  hopefully  you  will  be  able  to  attend  in  2019.  
  
As  of  the  day  I  wrote  this,  the  Growing  Degrees  Day  Calendar  https://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/gdd/  puts  my  zip  code  at  day  464.    Black  locust  first  bloom  is  supposed  to  be  at  day  
467.    However,  yesterday  I  saw  and  smelled  black  locust  trees  in  full  bloom!    It  has  been  an  
odd  Spring.  Make  sure  your  girls  have  enough  room  to  bring  in  all  the  nectar  that  is  now  
available.  
  
The  club  continues  the  search  for  a  new  Treasurer.  If  you  think  you  would  like  to  consider  
stepping  up,  please  speak  to  Janice  or  Allyson.      
  
We  will  have  a  plant  swap  at  the  June  meeting.    Look  for  more  details  later  in  
the  newsletter.  
  
Dave  Noble  is  our  June  speaker  and  is  always  informative  as  well  as  
entertaining.    I  hope  to  see  you  all  there.  
  
Meeting  minutes  from  March  and  April  are  posted  at  the  end  of  the  newsletter  for  
your  convenience. 
  
  
  
Annette 
  
  



 

  

  
GCBA General Meeting Minutes 

May 10, 2018 
 
Program:  Varroa Mites, Number One Enemy (7:08 pm – 8:00 pm) 
General Business Meeting:  Called to order at 8:07 pm.  Adjourned at 9:08. 
 
March and April General Meeting Minutes were read by the secretary, Janice Maund, and 
approved by the membership. 
 
In the absence of the Treasurer, Tony Indovina, Allyson May, Vice-President, presented the 
Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Annette Birt Clark, President, encouraged the membership to notify neighbors, community 
groups, business owners, churches, public service agencies, libraries, schools, etc. know that 
there is a Swarm Removal resource on the GCBA website located under the “Resources and 
Ed” tab. 
 
The GCBA Executive Board approved $300 to be used for the establishment of a lending 
library of beekeeping books and videos for club members.  If you have any beekeeping 
books that you would like to donate or if you would like to volunteer to establish and 
manage the library, please speak with an Executive Board member. 
 
We have received a request from our website to have someone put hives on property in 
Strongsville.  If you are interested or would like more information, ask Annette. 
 
GCBA will be participating in the Cleveland Natural History Museum’s “Think and Drink” 
event on May 16th from 4:00 pm – 9:00 pm.  We will have a display table with handouts and 
would appreciate volunteers to interact with the public.  If you are interested in attending, 
please contact any board member. 
 
Due to the aforementioned event, the Executive Board meeting will be moved to May 23rd 
at 6:30 pm.  If you are interested in attending, please contact any board member.  Location is 
yet to be determined.  Stay tuned. 
 
The first package of bees in new hive equipment was installed in the Cuyahoga County 
Fairgrounds (CCF) Apiary.  This is the first of two or more hives that are owned and 
operated by GCBA and will become a part of the GCBA teaching apiary and pollinator 
garden.  It will be used as a demonstration hive for more frequent club demonstrations.  All 
plans and efforts on the CCF property are being submitted to Dennis Eck who is on the 
board of the CCF for approval before they are executed.  If   you have any ideas you would 
like to contribute or if you would like to get involved in this project, please talk to Allyson. 



 

  

 
We are going to host a Plant Swap at the June meeting.  If you are splitting any plants or 
have too many starts of something and would like to swap for something else, please bring it 
(or them) in June.  Make sure that your “swap plant” is in a leak proof container for 
transportation purposes.  If possible attach the name of the plant, how tall it might get, what 
kind of exposure it needs and any other information that will help it survive.  The plants will 
all be OUTSIDE the Rocky River Nature Center.  It will be a “bring one – take one” swap. 
 
There have been several requests to know what the board is doing. One thing we have been 
doing is following the bylaws (and Robert’s Rules when required by the bylaws) when 
conducting both general membership meetings and executive board meetings.  Previous 
boards have chosen not to follow the bylaws and that was their choice.  It is not this board’s 
choice. 
Another thing we have been doing is shrinking.  You may or may not be aware that Larry 
Theurer, Past President, resigned from the board.  As we cannot assign or appoint just 
anyone to take that particular board seat, we have asked Dennis Eck (a previously past 
president of GCBA) to take that seat as a voting member and he has agreed.  However, this 
is another situation that is not addressed in our bylaws or in Robert’s Rules.  We are 
therefore bringing the issue to you, the membership, to decide.   
Motion:  To accept Dennis Eck to fulfill the role of the Past President on the Executive 
Board with voting privileges.  Motion made Bob Stone. 
Seconded by Brett May.  Motion carries by verbal assent. 
 
We have a volunteer, Brett May, to fill one of the vacant Director’s seats until the next 
election.  The executive board will vote to assign/appoint Brett at the next board meeting. 
Our Treasurer, Tony Indovina, continues to function as the GCBA Treasurer, despite his 
announcement that he is no longer able to continue in that role.  We are grateful for his 
dedication to GCBA.  He has helped us through the heaviest financial stress time of the 
year.  If you are interested in this role for the club, please step forward and speak to Allyson 
or Annette.  Tony has agreed to assist in the transition of the new Treasurer. 
 
At the April meeting a member interrupted the general meeting and made a motion for a 
special election and nominations.  This action was not in compliance with the existing 
bylaws of our organization and is therefore null and void.  A letter was sent to this member 
explaining the correct procedure (according to our bylaws) should he decide to pursue the 
matter again.  This member addressed the members of the general meeting restating his 
concerns regarding the current board and president.  A new member requested that he stop 
being rude to the current officers and that the club resume addressing the needs of the 
members and not become engaged in such negative behavior 
 
It has been brought to the attention of the board by the membership that there is an interest 
in GCBA logo wear (ball cap, t-shirt, etc.).  We have one option to set up an online store 
(featuring eight selected items) with screen print and embroidery options that would allow 



 

  

any member to make a purchase if they wish.  Hometown Threads of North Olmsted has 
offered GCBA this service.  If anyone has any other option that the board may explore and 
compare pricing, please see Annette. 
 
The window hive at the Cuyahoga County Fair (CCF) Bee Barn is an engaging experience.  
However, due to the lack of moveable frames, it is impossible to conduct varroa sampling or 
treatment resulting in “bee-having” rather than responsible “beekeeping”.  Unfortunately for 
the bees, surrounding beekeepers and community at large, the hive dies most years and must 
be cleaned out and replaced. 
As the GCBA treasury is healthy and we have a strong partnership with CCF, Annette is 
exploring and will be proposing that GCBA use funds to assist CCF by having a custom 
observation hive built and installed.  It will include moveable frames, be on casters so it 
could be taken outside for hive inspections, cleaning, monitoring and treatment when 
necessary.  It will be large enough for the bees to overwinter successfully.  If anyone has any 
ideas or comments, please talk to any board member. 
 
Field Day is May 19th and it should be a day of good fun and hands-on learning.  Once it is 
over the board will be planning the July picnic and the GCBA participation in the Cuyahoga 
County Fair.  We would like as many members as possible to participate.  The fair is always 
interesting and fun!  We will need volunteers to sit at the table and talk to the public.  We 
want to encourage everyone to enter something in the honey category for judging.  You can 
submit honey, bakery, canned goods, breads, photos and crafts.  There is something for 
everyone! 

 
The president of the Northwest Pennsylvania Beekeeping Association, Charlie Vorisek, has 
cordially invited GCBA members to join their club via Skype on Thursday, May 24th at 6:30 
PM for a presentation featuring Randy Oliver.  This is a free presentation and is open to the 
public.  Randy will be presenting “Reading the Combs” and an update in varroa mite 
management.  Select members of the Pennsylvania Beekeeping Association will also be 
describing nucleus hive construction in support of the PA Queen Improvement project.  
You may contact Bert Howells (bert752@gmail.com or cell: 240-682-1140) to register by 
phone. 
Motion to adjourn by Bob Stone.   
Seconded by Fred Hartman.  Unanimous verbal assent.  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

  

BEGINNERS CORNER JUNE 2018 
 
 
It was great to see so many new beekeepers at the Field Day. The weather was beautiful and we had the 
opportunity to inspect the GCBA newly installed package of bees. So what were we looking for during 
this inspection?  
 
First I wanted to see how the comb building was progressing. Ideally I would like the bees to draw wax 
on every frame. Sometimes they will ignore the frames on the outside. So I moved frames around to 
help get them interested in drawing wax.  
 
For example, I switched frames 1 with 2 and 9 with 10. I also turned frames around that had comb 
drawn on the inside but not on the outside. This helps to get the bees on frames that need wax. At the 
same time, I am careful to keep the brood nest (where the bees are raising new bees) together.  
 
Second, I am always thinking about when I need to give the bees more room by adding the next box. It 
is important to remember if you wait to long and the bees think their house is to small they might think 
about swarming (yes, even new packages can swarm).  
 
At the time of the field day inspection I did not add the next box and decided to wait a few more days. I 
have since returned and added the next box. Adding the next box to soon can result in the bees not 
drawing the frames in the first box. I know so much to think about.  
 
You should all have the recommended beekeeping book(s), which is a good resource when you have 
questions. So look in the book and then if you are still unsure ask another beekeeper. Remember in the 
classes we talked about thinking 2-3 weeks ahead of your bees. This is important so you are prepared 
with the next step. 
 
During the inspection we saw the queen. We watched her move about the frame and discussed the 
interaction between her and the workers. We watched several bees feed her. 
We saw eggs, larva and capped brood, which helped us to evaluate her quality as the queen of this 
colony. She is doing great!!! 
 
The following pictures are the queen and an example of her brood pattern. This is what you should be 
seeing in your hives. 
 
 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

  

 
Lastly you should continue to feed your bees if they are drawing comb. They need resources to draw 
wax and raise new bees. New packages need to build their hive and raise bees so they can become 
strong enough to overwinter.  
If you use deep boxes you want 2 deeps with drawn comb, food stored and an active brood nest. If you 
use medium boxes you want 3.  
An important note when you add your honey super to the hive you need to stop feeding the bees because 
they will store sugar syrup in the super and this is not honey that you would want to extract for eating.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming meeting in June. I hope you are enjoying your new 
adventure and much as I do. 
 
Photos courtesy of GCBA member Larry Kelly. 
 
Allyson Talbert-May 
Vice President 
 
 
In  the  Hive        
  
The  Black  Locust  trees  are  and  many  other  floral  resources  are  now  in  bloom!    Swarm  calls  
have  begun  and  it  is  now  full  steam  ahead!      
  
We  are  really  seeing  build  up  in  our  hives  at  this  time,  finally!    Stay  in  tune  with  the  needs  of  
your  hive.  If  you  are  second  year  or  longer,  have  frames  of  drawn  foundation  ready  at  each  
hive  check  to  manipulate  frames  and  add  a  drawn  frame  between  two  frames  of  capped  brood  
to  give  the  queen  room  to  lay  more  eggs.    A  frame  with  wax  or  plastic  foundation  is  not  ‘room’.    
It  needs  to  be  a  frame  of  drawn  comb.  
Watch  for  signs  of  swarm  behavior:  lots  of  bees,  lots  of  new  drone  and/or  drone  comb,  queen  
cups,  lighter  colored  wax  near  tops  of  frames.    If  there  are  eggs  laid  in  the  queen  cups  the  hive  
is  getting  ready  to  swarm.  
  
Have  you  completed  your  first  alcohol  wash  or  sugar  shake  to  determine  your  varroa  mite  
counts?      
Do  you  need  to  make  a  management  decision?      
Do  you  have  your  varroa  mite  plan  ready  to  react  to  this  challenge?      
Check  out  your  options  at    
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/  
  
  

Snack  contributions  for  our  meetings  appreciated.  
Sweet  or  savory  snacks  always  welcome.  



 

  

Anytime is a great time to catch up on educational materials to 

sharpen and hone your beekeeping skills. 

 

New  modeling  tool  that  simulates  colony  development  and  foraging  behavior  in  different  
landscapes.  
http://beehave-model.net/ 

Cornell  University  study  on  drone  removal  
http://www.three-peaks.net/PDF/Drone  Brood  Removal  for  the  Management  of  Varroa  
destructor.pdf  
  
So  you  may  want  to  breed  your  own  queens?  
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/wp-content/pdf/books/Queen_Manual.pdf  
  
Learn  about  honey  bee  dances.  
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/honey-bee-dance-language  
  
Research  based  information  from  America’s  land-grant  universities.  This  is  a  national  bee  
health  website.  
http://articles.extension.org/bee_health  
  
The  Ohio  State  University  Bee  Lab  has  articles  and  webinars  available,  at  your  convenience,  
and  is  a  great  resource  for  new  and  experienced  beekeepers.  
mailto:https://u.osu.edu/beelab/  
  
For  anyone  who  takes  pictures,  shares  pictures,  likes  to  look  at  pictures  of  nature.  Use  it  on  
your  computer  or  smartphone.  
https://www.inaturalist.org/  
 

The  Honey  Bee  Health  Coalition  has  a  complete  guide  to  options  for  varroa  treatments.      
Copy  of  the  monitoring  and  tracking  chart  located  later  in  newsletter.    
http://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/  
  
Dr.  Meghan  Milbrath  also  has  a  very  good  article  to  help  you  make  a  plan  for  varroa  
management  posted  on  her  site  Sand  Hill  Bees.  
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56818659c21b86470317d96e/t/5900c9798419c2db762
2e85b/1493223802902/MakingAPlanforVarroa_2017.pdf  
  



 

  

Bee  Culture  Magazine’s  Kim  and  Jim  Show  brings  current  technology,  science  and  information  
to  beekeepers  with  webinars.    You  can  watch  live  and  submit  questions  in  real  time,  or  watch  
later  from  their  archives.    http://www.beeculture.com/kimandjimshow/  

  

June  Plant  Swap  
  
Bring  one,  take  one  (or  more  depending  on  participation)  
  
Please,  bring  any  extra  plants  that  you  have  split,  are  removing  or  
started  too  many  of  for  your  pollinator  or  other  garden.    Supply  a  
simple  label/  card/  paper  identifying  the  plant,  sun  or  shade  
preferences  and  how  tall  it  gets.  
  
Look  for  a  tarp  on  the  ground  near  the  garage  end  of  the  Nature  
Center  Building.  (On  the  far  left  as  you  approach  from  the  main  
sidewalk).    There  will  be  a  sign.  
  
Drop  off  plant(s)  as  you  enter  the  meeting.    Pick  up  plant(s)  to  take  
home  as  you  exit.    No  plants  are  to  be  brought  into  the  center.  

  

  



 

  

  
Ohio  Pollinator  Advocate  training:  

An  Introduction  to  Pollination  Biology    
and  Bee  Identification  

June  19,  August  7  or  September  11,  2018  
10AM  to  3PM  

  
  
Become  a  certified  Ohio  Pollinator  Advocate!  Ohio  Pollinator  Advocates  are  certified,  trained  
volunteers  who  spread  the  word  about  the  importance  of  pollinators.    
  
Advocates  complete  training  in  pollination  biology,  Ohio  bee  identification,  bee  biology  and  
habitat  enhancement.  Once  certified,  advocates  agree  to  teach  two  programs  to  adult  and  
youth  audiences  to  help  spread  the  word  about  why  pollinators  matter  and  how  to  take  action  
to  conserve  these  important  creatures.    
  
Advocates  have  access  to  outreach  resources  and  materials,  including  PowerPoint  programs  
and  identification  guides.  Master  Gardeners,  Ohio  Certified  Volunteer  Naturalists,  beekeepers  
and  others  interested  in  helping  pollinators  are  invited  to  attend.    
  
Each  session  runs  from  10AM  to  3PM  and  will  include  time  in  the  classroom  and  in  the  field  
catching  and  observing  bees.  
  
Location:  Miller  Pavillion  in  Secrest  Arboretum,  Wooster  (#5  on  the  map)  
  
Fee  to  attend:  $10,  payable  at  the  door.  Lunch  is  not  included  (please  bring  your  own).    
    
Register  here  one  week  prior  to  each  session.  Space  is  limited.  
  
Questions?  Please  contact  me.  
  
I  hope  to  see  you  and  the  bees  in  Wooster!  
  
 
Denise  
  
Denise  Ellsworth  
Ohio  State  Extension,  Department  of  Entomology  
ellsworth.2@osu.edu  

  
  



 

  

Cuyahoga  County  Fair  
  
Fair  is  coming  up  from  August  7th  thru  12th.  
Have  you  thought  about  entering  something?    There  are  many  
categories  that  beekeepers  may  choose  to  enter  in  addition  to  the  
apiary  including  Arts  &  Crafts,  Photography,  Creative  Writing,  Floral  
and  more.  
Many  of  our  club  members  submitted  entries  for  the  first  time  in  2017  
and  some  won  ribbons!  
Consider  entering  something  this  year.    Later  in  the  newsletter  you  will  
find  the  entry  form  and  important  deadlines.    Limited  copies  of  the  
entire  CCF  Premium  Book  will  be  available  at  the  June  meeting.  

  

  
  



 

  

Upcoming  Meetings  and  Events                                                  GCBA  
  
 
June 13, 2018                 Topic: Biology Based Management 
 

Speaker:  Dave Noble  
Stratford Ecological Center Apiarist 
 
How can the biology of a honey bee colony inform, and direct, our management 
practices?  How does what we see in the hive, and on the frames, translate into an 
understanding of what are bees are doing and what they may need.  
 
Stratford Ecological Center has several classes still available this summer for 
beekeepers.  Find information https://stratfordecologicalcenter.org/apiarybees/ 
 
  
July  11,  2018                                                   Event: Club Picnic 
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds Pavilion 
August 6 - 12, 2018                                                       
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds - Berea, OH 44017  

  
August  7  -  12,  2108                 Event: Cuyahoga  County  Fair  
http://www.cuyfair.com/              
  
August  8,  2018                                        Topic: Winter Prep 
Round table discussion, Q & A for winter readiness. 
 
 
September 12, 2018                 Topic: Bee Nutrition and  
        Citizen Science 
Speaker:  Denise Ellsworth 
Department of Entomology Program Director 
The Ohio State University  
 
Learn about nutritional resources for bees at different times of the year.  Get 
information on the Ohio Bee Atlas and the new Ohio Bee Advocates Program. 
 
 



 

  

 
Other  Upcoming  Meetings  and  Events  
  
 
 
June 9  Advanced Beekeeping          Sandusky River Valley 
Beekeepers 
9am-3pm Advanced Beginners Class 
Tom Rathbun’s barn– 4867 CR 175 Clyde - Registration required 
http://srvba.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/ 
 
 
July 11 - 13, 2108                         Heartland Apiculture Society 
Annual Summer Conference  
http://www.heartlandbees.org/ 
 
July 30 – Aug 5, 2108                                 Medina County Fair  
https://www.medina-fair.com/                
 
August 13-17, 2108                           Eastern Apiculture Society 
Annual Summer Conference  
http://www.easternapiculture.org/conferences/eas-2018.html  
  
November  3,  2018                                          Ohio  State  Beekeepers  Association    
Fall  Conference,  Plain  City,  Ohio                     
September 8 – 12, 2019  Apimondia 
Montreal Canada 
http://www.apimondia2019.com/ 
           
 
 

  
  
  
  
  



 

  

  
Recipe  of  the  Month  
  
Honey  Banana  Bread  

INGREDIENTS  

1/2  cup  honey               1/3  cup  margarine  

1  tsp.  vanilla                 2  eggs  

3/4  cups  whole  wheat  flour         1/2  cup  unbleached  flour  

1/2  cup  rolled  oats               1  tsp.  baking  powder  

1  tsp.  nutmeg               1/2  tsp.  salt  

1  cup  ripe  banana,  mashed         1/2  cup  walnuts,  chopped  

DIRECTIONS  

Cream  honey  and  margarine  in  large  mixing  bowl  until  fluffy.  Beat  in  vanilla.  Add  eggs  one  at  
a  time,  beating  well  after  each  addition.  

Combine  dry  ingredients.  Add  alternately  with  bananas,  blending  well.  Stir  in  walnuts.  

Spoon  into  greased  9x5x3-inch  loaf  pan.  

Bake  at  325°F  50  to  55  minutes  or  until  wooden  pick  inserted  near  center  of  loaf  comes  out  
clean.  Cool  completely  before  slicing.  

Courtesy  National  Honey  Board.  

  

  

  

  
  

Check  out  our  Facebook  Page!  
  
  

https://www.facebook.com/greaterclevelandbeekeepers/  
  
  

  



 

  

Varroa Monitoring Tracking Form from HBHC 

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

    



 

  

 



 

  

 

Division of Plant Health x Apiary Program 
8995 E. Main St., Bldg. 23, Reynoldsburg OH  43068 
Phone: 614-728-6373 x Fax: 614-728-6453 

      apiary@agri.ohio.gov x www.agri.ohio.gov  

APPLICATION FOR APIARY REGISTRATION 2018 
PLEASE INCLUDE PAYMENT WITH APPLICATION ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1ST

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED  

BY APIARY PROGRAM OFFICE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: CERTIFICATE NUMBER:                    
              COMPANY: 

NAME: 

         ADDRESS: 
  CITY, STATE, ZIP:  PHONE: 

      EMAIL: COUNTY: 
Check applicable box:  Registered previously  Additional Locations  New beekeeper 

PAYMENT is REQUIRED with APPLICATION. Applications postmarked after June 1st are subject to a $10.00 late filing fee. 
Exceptions to Late Fee, after June 1st; New Beekeepers, or registering additional locations. 

Fee of $5.00 per apiary LOCATION (property address) made payable to the “Ohio Department of Agriculture” 

Number of Locations:     @ $5.00 each = Total Amount Due $ .00      

Payment by check or money order only;  Payment Method:   Check#           Money Order # __________      _
DO NOT SEND CASH. 

 Hive 
Location 

  # of
Colonies County Township 

Location Information: 
 

   Address             City    Zip Code 
 

(Please provide Directions for Inspector*) 

Property 
Owner’s 
Name 

Beekeepers; IF You  
SELL Queens or Nucs 
from or at this location, 

Check ‘YES’ or ‘NO’ 

   1 YES /  NO

   2  YES /  NO 

   3 YES /  NO 

   4 YES /  NO 

   5 YES /  NO 

* Please write on back of form to provide inspector with additional directions and/or hive location information, if needed.
(GPS Coordinates are helpful and appreciated; please indicate by Longitude and Latitude, in Decimal Degrees.)

My signature below certifies that the information provided above is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNATURE: _____________________________________________    DATE:  _______________________ 
PLNT-AP-4201-002   1/2018 



 

  

2018 GCBA Membership     New / Renewal (circle one) 
 
Name: 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Family Members: 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________ Zip:_____________________ 
 
Phone:________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:____________________________________________________________ 
 
How many years have you been keeping bees? 
________________________________ 
 
How many hives do you keep? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
How do you test for varroa mite counts? (please check all that apply) 
Sugar roll ______          Alcohol Wash _______          Sticky Board ______  
Other ________                   No answer _________ 
 
The 2018 Membership cost is $20.00 per family which includes email of the 
monthly GCBA newsletter.  One person per family may vote in GCBA elections or 
other official club votes. 
 
Membership  application  by  mail  is  encouraged.  
  
Please,  send  your  completed  application  and  payment  to:  
 
GCBA 
P.O. Box 30092         
Middleburgh Heights, OH 44130 
           
For office use:   
 
Date _________________  
 
Amount: ______________ 
  
Type: _________________ 

GCBA General Meeting Minutes 



 

  

March 14, 2018 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm. 
Call for a motion to approve last month’s meeting minutes as posted in the newsletter.  
Motion by Dolores Watson and seconded by Ken Keckler.  Motion carries by verbal assent. 
 
Membership was reminded of the importance of the sign-in sheet.  It informs the Nature 
Center of attendance numbers necessary to justify the use of the facilities. It is part of club 
records of participation.  It is used in the distribution of door prizes. 
 
Due to some odd internet fraudulent activity recently, the Treasurer’s report was given 
verbally.  The board will discuss how to securely share GCBA financial information with the 
membership in the future at the next board meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s report given by Tony Indovina.   
Motion to accept by Bob Stone and seconded by Ben Franklin.  Motion carries by verbal 
assent. 
Our Treasurer, Tony Indovina, will be stepping down for personal reasons.  He will remain 
an active board member while we find a replacement and will assist in the transition of the 
position.  If you are interested in stepping up for this position, please talk to Tony or 
Allyson and they will answer any questions you might have. 
 
HB 392 is a proposed nuisance law to protect beekeepers in Ohio.  There are links on 
Facebook and the GCBA website to support this bill being brought to the floor for a vote.  
Please consider participating in comments. 
 
As often occurs in changes in leadership board members may choose to no longer 
participate actively.  Mike Gallagher and Mark Vandayburg notified the board via email that 
they would no longer serve as Trustees.  We now have two Trustee board seats that will 
need to be filled.  If you would like to know more about the activities and duties of a 
Trustee, Gary Laisey, as a seated Trustee, can share his experience with you and answer any 
questions you might have if you are interested in volunteering for that position. 
 
Thank you to Allyson May, Delores Watson, Rick Moranz and Denzil St. Clair for our 
comprehensive Beginner Beekeeper Classes. You all do an amazing job of conveying a great 
deal of information that is needed to start out on the right foot in beekeeping. 
 
Thank you also to Brenda Theurer who continues to post interesting things to the GCBA 
Facebook page.   
Thank you to Gary Laisey who comes extra early to each meeting to start the coffee and set 
up the meeting room. 
Thank you to Tammy Mallett who handles the kitchen to be sure we have everything we 
need for a comfortable refreshing evening and then cleans up after all of us. 



 

  

New beekeepers should be rereading their books regarding the installation of your packages 
and the first two weeks of activities needed to help your hive build up.  Be ready for your 
bees. 
Experienced beekeepers should get out the Swarm Essentials book or other good resources 
and review the signs that you need to look for in your hive to anticipate swarm behavior. 
Have a plan to manage your bees and their needs. If you do not want to increase your apiary 
but need to split to avoid a swarm, have a beekeeper or two on standby who wants to 
increase their apiary.   
 
The GCBA Field Day will be held on May 19th at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds.  This is 
an almost entirely a hands-on day of learning as requested by the attendees from last year’s 
field day.  Less sitting in chairs just listening and more getting hands on tools and equipment 
with the bees.  We will have live hive demos.  There will be one set of hives for beginners 
and one set of hives for more advanced beekeepers.  Registration information will be in the 
April newsletter and at the April meeting.  Preregistration is preferred so we can plan 
appropriately for food.  Lunch is included. 
 
Newsletter mentioned a fellow looking for some pollination services.  See Annette if you are 
interested. 
 
Request motion to call the meeting to a close.  Motion by Bob Stone.  Seconded by Kyle 
Burkett.  Motion carries with verbal assent. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 pm. 
 
Minutes submitted by:    Janice Maund, GCBA Secretary 
Minutes approved by:    Membership & Annette Birt-Clark, GCBA President 
Minutes approved on:    May 10, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                                        
jm/3/14/18 

 

GCBA General Meeting Minutes 
April 11, 2018 

 
Meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 
Annette welcomed the members. 
Treasurer, Tony Indovina, made a verbal report of the current state of finances disclosing 
that in addition to the current GCBA checking account a second savings account has been 
established.  The vice-president, Allyson May, has been added as a secondary signature on 
both accounts.  The only major expenditure was the club’s insurance. 
 



 

  

Annette thanked Sheri, Iulia, Rose and Janice for representing GCBA at the Westlake Rain 
and Garden Show at Crocker Park.  GCBA’s community outreach at events such as this one 
help educate the public and advocate for our bees and beekeepers. 
 
Our past Director, Mike Gallagher, singlehandedly moved the bylaw review process forward, 
beginning in the middle of 2017, month after month until his resignation.  He did a great job 
for the club and we appreciate his efforts.  The last scheduled bylaw review meeting was held 
on March 7th and in addition to board members we were fortunate to have four club 
members attend and participate in this review meeting.  Thank you to Jackie and Larry Kelly, 
Bob Stone and Phil Bartosh for participating.  The process of bylaw review/revision is a 
work in progress.  
Larry Theurer, past president, informed the membership that due to the GCBA board 
resignations of Mike Gallagher (Director), Mark Vandayburg (Director), Tony Indovina 
(Treasurer) and Larry Theurer (Past President) the board does not have a quorum (as 
defined by the current bylaws as five) and therefore no new Club business can be acted on as 
it stands.   
He further raised a motion that read: “Since the Executive Board no longer has a Quorum 
due to the resignation of 4 Board Members, I make a motion that a Notice of Nominations 
for the vacant offices be made and such nominations be accepted at the May, 2018 
Membership Meeting and said Special Elections be held at the June, 2018 Membership 
Meeting.”   
Motion was seconded by Dave Benedict and was carried by a majority of hand votes of 
those present. 
 
Our 8th annual field day will be held on May 19th.  Early registration is open and encouraged.  
Cost is $5.00 per person (with pre-registration) or $10.00 per person on the day of the event.  
Youth (16 years of age and under) accompanied by an adult are free of charge.  Members 
who have lost a hive and have a bunch of dead bees on the bottom board are encouraged to 
gather up 50 to 100 dead bees and put them in a zip lock bag in the freezer for field day.  
Anonymous nosema smears under microscopes with Peggy Garnes are one of our many 
activities.   
 
Stephanie Sadlon, who is coordinating the field day, needs helpers to put it all together.  
GCBA members are encouraged to sign up as volunteers. 
 
Hive Tracks is an online software for beekeeping record keeping.  They have generously 
offered all GCBA members an extended free trial period from 14 days to 35 days and also 
25% off an initial subscription.  Any member in good standing may use the discount code 
(GCBA) and receive 25% off.  If you want the extended trial period of 35 days, we must 
submit your email address to Hive Tracks as they will have to link your email address in their 
system for the extended trial period. If you do not choose to use Hive Tracks we will NOT 
share your email address.  As always, you choose to take advantage of an offer and you 



 

  

choose to share your information.  In this case, GCBA will just be confirming your 
membership status. 
 
Motion requested to call the meeting to a close.  Allyson May called the motion.  Cliff Wire 
seconded the motion.  Motion carries by verbal aye. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20PM. 
 
Minutes submitted by:   Janice Maund, GCBA Secretary 
Minutes approved by:   Membership & Annette Birt Clark, GCBA President 
Minutes approved on:   May 11, 2018 

                                                                                                                                                                        
jm/4/11/18 

 


