THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Lessons and Carols
December 26, 2021

 In the Name of Jesus

 GATHERING 

PRESERVICE MUSIC 	 Go Tell It on the Mountain    		Praise Band

ANNOUNCEMENTS

As you are able please rise

THE GATHERING HYMN 283   O Come, All Ye Faithful    		page 8

A CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE

P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

P:  Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.

C:  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

P:  For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.

C:  In Him was life, and the light was the life of all people.

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Let us pray.  Shine into our hearts the light of Your wisdom, O God, and open our minds 
      to the knowledge of Your Word, that in all things we may think and act according to 
      Your good will and may live continually in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, Who 
      lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.

The assembly is seated

 WORD 

LESSON				Isaiah 9:2, 6-7		   God promises a king

The people who walked in darkness
	have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
	on them light has shined.
6For a child has been born for us,
	a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
	and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
	Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
	and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
	He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
	from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 272         Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  (Stanzas 1,2,4)                page 9

LESSON			Micah 5:2-5a	     The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is foretold

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
	who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for Me
	one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
	from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
	when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
	to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
	in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
	to the ends of the earth;
5and he shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 279 		O Little Town of Bethlehem  (Stanzas 1,4)      	page 10

LESSON 			Luke 1:26-35, 38		          The Annunciation

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
 called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
 of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 
28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 
29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name Him Jesus. 
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to Him the throne of His ancestor David. 
33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there 
will be no end." 
34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; He will be called Son of God. 
36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God." 
38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 296 			What Child is This  (Stanzas 1,2) 		page 11

LESSON			Luke 2:8-16		     The shepherds go to see the Savior

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
	14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
	and on earth peace among those whom He favors!"
	15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 276 			Infant Holy, Infant Lowly    			page 12

As you are able please stand

THE HOLY GOSPEL		John 1:1-14	           The mystery of the Incarnation

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

C:  Glory to You, O Lord!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
	6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
	10He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him; yet the world did not know Him. 11He came to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him. 12But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
	14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to You, O Christ!

SONG 		              Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  	   page 13
					( ELW 490 Vs 1 & 2)

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

A:  Beholding the Word made flesh among us, let us offer our prayers for the Church, the 
      world, and all those in need.

A:  That the Church might be guided in its mission and ministry that God’s people may be 
      led with faith and hope:  Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That there might be peace in Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, and all other places of conflict, 
      terrorism, and bloodshed: Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That this community of faith may incarnate God’s Word of life and love to all in need: 
      Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That those who travel in these days might find their ways safe and their homecomings 
      joyful:  Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That those celebrating birthdays, especially … and anniversaries, especially … may be 
      filled with grace this day and every day and grow in grace in the days ahead:  Lord, in 
      Your mercy,
C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That the sick, especially: . . .  may be embraced by God’s steadfast love: Lord, in Your mercy,


C:  Hear our prayer.

P:  Receive our prayers, gracious God, as we proclaim the wonders of Your love to all the 
      earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.	
 MEAL

THE VOLUNTARY 	Angels From the Realms of Glory    		  Praise Band
				          (ELW 490 Vs 1&2)

As you are able please rise

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:  Let us pray.  Eternal God,

C:  With Mary we treasure the gift of Your Son, and in our hearts we ponder the 
      mystery of His birth.  Receive these offerings, so that through us, all people may 
      know Your steadfast love in Jesus Christ, Your Son, and our Lord.  Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P:  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,
     At the birth of time Your Word brought light into the world.
     In the fullness of time, You sent Your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and 
                  to make us Your daughters and sons.

     In the night … “Do this for the remembrance of Me.”
     As often as we eat … we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.
P:  Remembering, therefore, His birth and life among us, His death and resurrection, we 
                  await His coming again when all things will be restored in Him.
      By Your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by Your, we 
	      may live as Your children, shining with the Light of Your Son.
      To You, O God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, in Your holy
	      Church, in heaven and on earth, now and forever.

C:  Amen!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelled among us, that as children of God we might dare 
      to pray:

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy 
      will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
      forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
      not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
      power, and glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE MEAL

P:  Behold the Light of the world, begotten of the Father’s glory, of Whose fullness and 
      grace we have all received.  Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  
      Come, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated

THE DISTRIBUTION  
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As you are able please rise

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C:  Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A:  Let us pray.  God of light, with our eyes we have seen Your salvation, and in this Supper 
      we have feasted on Your grace.  Send us forth into the world to be Your holy people, 
      revealing Your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.
 SENDING 

P:  May the Father, Who in these last days has spoken to us by a Son, bless you.
      May the Son, born of Mary, enthroned in a manger, bless you.
      May the Holy Spirit,  power of the Most High, bless you.

C:  Amen.

THE SENDING SONG 288         Good Christian Friends Rejoice                  page 17

THE DISMISSAL

A:  Glory to God in the highest!

C:  Peace to God’s people on earth!

A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God!
 To God Alone Be Glory 
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POINSETTIAS 2021  
      
Mary Knaup 3 plants. One in memory of Victor Herbert; one in memory of Kathryn Herbert; and one in memory of Dennis Knaup
 
Rich & Karen Fleming 2 plants. One in memory of Karen’s mother Mary Knapp and one in memory of  Norma Fleming
 
Beverly Johnson 2 plants in honor of family
 
Paul & Lora Brooks 1 plant in memory of 
Dan Reef and Maggie Brooks
 
Diane Gielow 1 plant in memory of loved ones
 
Melinda Nagle 2 plants. One plant in memory of her parents, Randall & Lois Miller and one in honor of her new grandson, Miles Andres
 
Pamela Thiede 1 plant in memory of her parents
Rynold & Evelyn Thiede
 
Richard Thielman 3 plants. One in loving memory of  Lori Hall; one in loving memory of  Norman & Marcella O’Donnell; and one in  loving memory of Donald & Desolyn Thielman
 
Nancy Mauman and family 3 plants. One in loving memory of
her husband, John Mauman; one in loving memory of her parents, Dorothy & Wally Liebig; and one in loving memory of loved ones
 
Richard & Pamela Henderson 3 plants. One in memory of her Mom, Suzanne Cains; one in memory of his Father, Gary Henderson; and one in honor of their daughters, 
Madeline and Audrey
 
Mike and Marge Bockover 3 plants in memory of loved ones
		
Susan Koziel 2 plants. One in memory of loved ones; and one in honor of her children and grandchildren
 
Don & Beth Thompson 2 plants. One in memory of Palmer and Ruth Thompson and loved ones; and one in memory of Suzanne Cains and in honor of Richard Cains
 
Gail Leffew 1 plant in memory of Paul Leffew
 
Sandy Robbins 1 plant in memory of Sonny (Henry) Robbins
 
Bob and Karen Kiser 1 plant in memory of loved ones
Maxine Powell 2 plants. One in memory of Clint Powell and one in memory of Connie Hollis
 
Virginia Murray 1 plant in memory of loved ones
 
Carol & Fred Weiss 2 plants. 1 plant in memory of their son Donald; and 1 plant in memory of Fred’s sister Suzanne Cains
 
Janet Bakken 2 plants in memory of loved ones and in honor of family and friends
 
Susan Bagby 1 plant in memory of her parents Raymond and Hazel Reiter
 
Brenda Biggs 2 plants. One in memory of Sue Biggs wife of Roland, and one in memory of her mother, Sue Biggs and grandmother to her nieces and nephews Sue Biggs
 
Bill & Carol Geleske 1 plant in memory of Clarence & Leona Lange and 1 in memory of
Robert & Shirley Lange Timm
 
Tim & Laura Mellen 1 plant 
 
Larry & Judy Litchford 2 plants. 1 in honor of all those in the military; and 1 in honor of all police officers
 
Chip &Audrey Claussen 2 plants; 1 in memory of  her parents, Ollie & Josephine Olson and brother, Richard Olson; and 1 in memory of  his parents, Edward & Solveig Claussen
 
Jason & Carey Howard 2 plants. 1 in memory of her Dad, John Foldenauer; and 1 in memory of  his Mom, Christine Leslie
 
The family of Richard Cains 6 plants in loving memory of Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Suzanne Cains
 
Carol Radke 1 plant in memory of Al Radke
 












ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
Please remember to mail your offering to the Church Office at 818 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN  46360.  Another alternative is to give on-line through Tithe.ly.  Please see your closure letter for information on how to set up a Tithe.ly account.
 
St. Paul Members are reminded to have a loved one contact the office if you are hospitalized. Many times, the Pastor doesn’t know someone is in the hospital. If you call and leave a message, please tell us which hospital the patient is at. 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS:  Kathy Thielman, Audrey Beyer, Bethany Manning, Marla Furness, Kay Peglow, Lee Timm, Ryan Krueger, Donna Bostater, Diane Gielow, Jeff Jensen, Maxine Powell, Jess Kalvaitis, Pastor Al Lorentzen, Jan Paholski, Laura Dovey, Heidi Happel, Shane Nevels, Irene Bohnstadt, Joan Coughlin, Jim Tomscheck, Wally & Betty Ratliff, Laura Moore, Cameron Rackard, Erik Tannehill, Ed Gustum, Ken Mulder, Ashton Steele, Christian Martinez, Nancy Wisser, Ryan Sirk, Tyler Brown, Jary Tannehill, Jim Gleason, Carl Loetz, Knox Shepherd, Patsy Humbers, Ed Riddle and Blythe Topa.
 
If you requested someone’s name to be on the prayer list and are aware that they need continued imminent prayer then contact the church office and let us know.  Otherwise we will gradually transfer names to the long-term list.
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Libby will be in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays; volunteers will cover Tuesdays and Thursdays.
 
Monday & Wednesday 	8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.
		Tuesday & Thursday     	9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	
		Friday 				8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 
If you are listening to the worship broadcast on the radio and would like to watch the Sunday morning service live stream follow these steps:  
 
(1) If you have You.Tube available on your TV, search for 
St. Paul Lutheran Church Michigan City, IN.
 
(2)	The direct link on the computer is
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5AIPNaKr3QN50984jGOa1g.
 
(3)	This link is also on the main page of the church’s website in the church section and will continue to be posted weekly on the St. Paul Facebook page.
 



And it will always be available on the radio broadcast Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m. on WEFM (95.9), and on the local cable access station #99 for the previous week’s service on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. and the current service on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Fridays at 8:30 p.m.
 
To send e-mail to the church office, please use the following addresses:
 Pastor Mark Reshan:  seniorpastor@stpaulmichigancity.com
 Church Office Secretary (Libby Pollock):  churchsecretary@stpaulmichigancity.com
 Church Treasurer (Karen Fleming) and Bookkeeper (Billie Atchinson):
 finance@stpaulmichigancity.com.
 
The Good News Newsletter:  If you have an article or anything you want included in The Good News please send it to the following e-mail address:  splcgoodnews@gmail.com. Pastor Pamela Thiede will be using this e-mail address to assemble The Good News each month. The deadline for getting information to Pastor Pamela will be the 20th of each month. 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  for December 18 and 19, 2021
4:00 p.m.   35
9:00 a.m.   53
Total =       88
 
The Community Soup Kitchen serving out of First United Methodist is in need of volunteers.  Sunday through Tuesday is always need, as is occasionally Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Hours are 9:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. and it is not necessary to stay the entire time.  There is also a need for volunteers to be available to help pick up deliveries from the Food Bank when they arrive.  If you are able to help please contact their church office at 872-7200.  
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Beth-le-hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth-er;
last - ing and free.  Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love!  Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), ¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




image10.png
Away in a Manger

Text: North American, 19th cent.

Music: CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921; arr. David Willcocks, b. 1919
Arr. from Carols for Choirs 1, © Oxford University Press 1960.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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I A - way in a man - ger, no crib for  his bed,
2 The cat - tle  are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask you to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev-er and love me, I pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky  looked down where he lay,

I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky

Bless all the dear chil -dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing s nigh.
and fit  us for heav - en, to live with you there
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCT JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is  born to-day;
now ye hear of end -less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Chri/sl\ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is 1in the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev_-_er - last-ing hall
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing., choirs of an - gels, sing in ex - ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing:
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . . . glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . . . in . . . the . . . high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
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Ve - ni - te a - do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a - do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a - do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
(@] come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 18021880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose | have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - jor, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; O Sav - ior, Kking of glo - 1y who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know:  bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half - spent  was the night.
bore to us a Sav - jor, when half - spent  was the night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 18511934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,
1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621





