THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Lessons and Carols
December 28, 2025

 In the Name of Jesus 

 GATHERING 

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

As you are able please rise

THE GATHERING HYMN 283					       O Come, All Ye Faithful

A CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE

P:  Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

C:  By day and night He shines for all to see.

P:  Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty
 
C:  that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

P:  God so loved the world that He sent Jesus,

C:  so that all who believe in Him may not perish but have eternal life.

P:  Jesus is the light of the world.

C:  Jesus is the light of our lives.

P:  Sing to God a new song!

C:  song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

THE GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
      with you all.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, You have filled us with the new light of the Word Who became 
      flesh and lived among us.  Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through Your Son, Jesus 
      Christ, our Savior and Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
      and forever.

C: Amen.

The assembly is seated

 WORD 
	
LESSON Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7		            			 God promises a king

The people who walked in darkness
	have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
	on them light has shined.
6For a child has been born for us,
	a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
	and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
	Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7His authority shall grow continually,
	and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
	He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
	from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 272							         Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

LESSON Micah 5: 2-5a	           			The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem is foretold

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
	who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for Me
	one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
	from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
	when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
	to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
	in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
	to the ends of the earth;
5and he shall be the one of peace.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 279 								O Little Town of Bethlehem

LESSON Luke 1: 26-35, 38			                      		             The Annunciation

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
 called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
 of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 
28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 
29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 
30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. 
31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name Him Jesus. 
32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to Him the throne of His ancestor David. 
33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there 
will be no end." 
34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; He will be called Son of God. 
36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God." 
38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 296 	Stanzas 1, 2						                What Child is This		
LESSON Matthew 1:18-25	       			        St. Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name Him Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
	23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
		and they shall name him Emmanuel,"
which means, "God is with us." 
24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named Him Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 257 Stanzas 1-4					          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

 LESSON Luke 2:8-16		                                    The shepherds go to see the Savior
	
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you  good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
	14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
	and on earth peace among those whom He favors!"
	15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

CAROL 276 								     Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

As you are able please rise

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-14			                   The mystery of the Incarnation

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

C:  Glory to You, O Lord!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in Him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
	6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
	10He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him; yet the world did not know Him. 11He came to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him. 12But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
	14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to You, O Christ!

CAROL 287 Stanzas 1, 3, 5, 6				     Let All Together Praise Our God

THE NICENE CREED

A:  God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust and 
      hope, we confess our faith.

We believe in one God,
	the Father, the Almighty,
	maker of heaven and earth,
	of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
	the only Son of God,
	eternally begotten of the Father,
	God from God, Light from Light,
	true God from true God,
	begotten, not made,
	of one Being with the Father.
	Through Him all things were made.
	For us and for our salvation
		He came down from heaven;
		by the power of the Holy Spirit
			He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
	For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
		He suffered death and was buried.
		On the third day He rose again
			in accordance with the Scriptures;
		He ascended into heaven
			and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
		and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
	Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.
	He has spoken through the prophets.
	We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
	We look for the resurrection of the dead,
		and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

A:  Beholding the Word made flesh among us, let us offer our prayers for the Church, the world, 
      and all those in need.

A:  That the Church might be guided in its mission and ministry that God’s people may be led with 
      faith and hope:  Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That there might be peace in Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, and all other places of conflict, terrorism, 
      and bloodshed: Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That this community of faith may incarnate God’s Word of life and love to all in need: Lord, 
      in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That those who travel in these days might find their ways safe and their homecomings joyful:  
      Lord, in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That the sick, especially: Major Payne; Robert Bernth; Carl Wipperman; Chuck Payne; 
      Martha Schroeder; Joyce Stark; Jackie Gaines; David Weiss; Fred Weiss; Shirley 
      Shikany Long; Shirley Freels; John Bennitt; Catherine Lanigan; Jan Paholski; Laura 
      Dovey; Lucas Bradshaw and Tim Miller may be embraced by God’s steadfast love: Lord, 
      in Your mercy,

C:  Hear our prayer.

A:  That with the faithful who have gone before us we too may enter into the everlasting glory of 
      the Father revealed in His only Son, Jesus, the Word-made-flesh:  Lord, in Your mercy,
 
C:  Hear our prayer.

P:  Receive our prayers, gracious God, as we proclaim the wonders of Your love to all the earth, 
     through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.	

 MEAL 

THE PEACE

P:  At the birth of Christ the angels sang a song of peace and goodwill.

      The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  And also with you.

The assembly is seated

THE OFFERING

THE VOLUNTARY

As you are able please rise

THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 296 Stanza 3			  What Child is This

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:  Let us pray.  Eternal God,

C:  With Mary we treasure the gift of Your Son, and in our hearts we ponder the mystery of 
      His birth.  Receive these offerings, so that through us, all people may know Your steadfast 
      love in Jesus Christ, Your Son, and our Lord.  Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P:  Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life,
      At the birth of time Your Word brought light into the world.
      In the fullness of time, You sent Your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and 
		to make us Your daughters and sons.

      In the night … “Do this for the remembrance of Me.”
      As often as we eat … we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.

P:  Remembering, therefore, His birth and life among us, His death and resurrection, we 
		await His coming again when all things will be restored in Him.
      By Your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by Your, we may
		live as Your children, shining with the Light of Your Son.
      To You, O God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, in Your holy
		Church, in heaven and on earth, now and forever.

C:  Amen!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:  The Word became flesh and dwelled among us, that as children of God we might dare to pray:

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will 
      be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
      trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and glory, forever and 
      ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE MEAL

P:  Behold the Light of the world, begotten of the Father’s glory, of Whose fullness and grace we 
      have all received.  Blessed are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.  Come, for all 
      is now ready.

The assembly is seated

THE DISTRIBUTION Lamb of God

[image: ]
HYMNS DURING DISTRIBUTION 275 Angels, from the Realms of Glory
    289 Angels We Have Heard on High
As you are able please rise

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P:  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C:  Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A:  Let us pray.  God of light, with our eyes we have seen Your salvation, and in this Supper we 
      have feasted on Your grace.  Send us forth into the world to be Your holy people, revealing 
      Your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:  Amen.

 SENDING 

P:  May the Father, Who in these last days has spoken to us by a Son, bless you.
      May the Son, born of Mary, enthroned in a manger, bless you.
      May the Holy Spirit,  power of the Most High, bless you.

C:  Amen.

THE SENDING HYMN 288	 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

THE DISMISSAL

A:  Glory to God in the highest!

C:  Peace to God’s people on earth!

A:  Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.

C:  Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

 				        To God Alone Be Glory 
















The Service of Lessons and Carols is adapted and used by permission of Sundays and Seasons.  
	Copyright 2018 Augsburg Fortress.

The Invitation to the Lord’s Prayer, the Prayer of the Church, and the Invitation to Communion 
	are from Prayers for Sundays and Seasons.  Year A.  Peter Scagnelli.  (Chicago:  Liturgy
	Training Publications, 1998) 19.


THANK YOU TO THE MUSICIANS THAT HAVE BLESSED OUR WORSHIP IN THE PAST YEAR
 
PIANO/ORGAN			Maggie Martin; Dr. George Karst; 					 			John  Carington
 
TRUMPET				Nate Miller
 
BELL CHOIR			Judy Hunt; Judy Mutchler; Karen Fleming;							Kelly Neulieb; Trish Sprague 
 
CHOIR		            	Stacie Crozier; Susan Bagby; Carolyn Cooney; 							Mary Knaup; Virginia Murray; Sue Koziel; 							David Jocelyn; Doug Kienitz
 
NEW SONG PRAISE BAND	Jary Tannehill; Peggy Wolf; Stacie Crozier;							Sue Koziel; Carlie Marks; Jacob Tannehill; 							Mark Tannehill
 
 
 
THANK YOU TO DECORATING VOLUNTEERS
 
ADVENT LOG		Bernadette Krueger; Sandy Galinowski; Karen Peters
 
CANDLES			Al & Sue Green
 
CHRISTMAS TREE 	Bob & Karen Kiser; Kelly & Brad Neulieb;							Wayne & Suzann Dolson; John VanGemeren;							Tim Crozier
 
GARLAND 			Karen Steinborn; Sue Koziel; Julie Brooks
(outer narthex & 
Communion railings)
 
 
Large WOODEN CROSS	Janet Bakken; Sue Koziel; Karen Steinborn
 
OUTSIDE LIGHTS &	Tina Zimmerman - Putnam & Serviscape Crew
WREATHS	
 
POINSETTIAS		Sue Koziel; Karen Steinborn; Pastor Mark Kloess
 
UPPER NARTHEX		Pastor Mark Kloess; Jary Tannehill; Stacie Crozier
(Nativity scene & crèche)
 
 
WINDOW TREATMENTS		Sue Koziel; Karen Steinborn; Julie Brooks
(nave & outside)
 



MEMORIALS FOR CHRISTMAS 2025

In loving memory of loved ones from Virginia Murray

            In memory of my parents, Dorothy & Wally Liebig from Nancy Mauman  and family; and in memory of John Mauman from Nancy Mauman; Tom, Gail and Conrad Mauman; and Megan, T.J., Nick and Michael Pruzin

In honor of family from Bev Johnson

In memory of loved ones from Tim & Stacie Crozier

                   In memory of Henry “Sonny” Robbins from Sandy Robbins

    In memory of husband Norman Egilske and cousin Janice White from Diane Egilske

      In memory of Lawrence & Norma Wolgast, Elizabeth Hapke, and David 
Hapke;  and in honor of Norma Hapke from Stephen & Lauretta Hapke  

 
In memory of our Father Ronald Johnson with love from the Johnson Women

With love and remembrance of my parents Bill & Joyce Manning on Christmas from Beth Manning

In memory of my husband Joseph Koziel and my parents Roger & Lucille Storey from Sue Koziel 

In honor and memory of loved ones from Kelly Neulieb

In memory of loved ones from Chip & Audrey Claussen

In memory of my son Don and my wife Carol from Fred Weiss
 













ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please remember to mail your offering to the Church Office at 818 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN  46360.  Another alternative is to give on-line through Tithe.ly.  Please see your closure letter for information on how to set up a Tithe.ly account.

St. Paul Members are reminded to have a loved one contact the office if you are hospitalized. Many times, the Pastor doesn’t know someone is in the hospital. If you call and leave a message, please tell us at which hospital the patient is located.

BIRTHDAYS: William Hackett (12/27)

PRAYER CONCERNS:  Kevin Thiede; Robert Bernth; Barry Anderson; John Bennitt; Sarah McNabb; Debbie Martin; Mark Tannehill; Kathy Stein; Jan Paholski; Laura Dovey; Grace Romine; Bill Hazelgrove; Al Levenhagen; Carl Wipperman; Major Payne; Carol Hazelgrove; Allen Sydow; Elizabeth Sanders and Tim Miller. 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Libby will be in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays,                                   and Fridays; volunteers will cover Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
 		          Monday & Wednesday       8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.
		          Tuesday & Thursday          9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	
		          Friday 		                  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 
If you are listening to the worship broadcast on the radio and would like to watch the Sunday morning service live stream follow these steps:  
 
                       (1) If you have You Tube available on your TV, search for 
		     St. Paul Lutheran Church Michigan City, IN.
 
           (2) The direct link on the computer is  https://                      
                 www.youtube.com/channel/UC5AIPNaKr3QN50984jGOa1g
 
                 (3) This link is also on the main page of the church’s website in  
                 the church section and will continue to be posted weekly on the St.             
                 Paul Facebook page.
 
And it will always be available on the radio broadcast Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m.
on WEFM (95.9), and on the local cable access station #99 for the previous week’s 
service on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. and the current service on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
and Fridays at 8:30 p.m. 
 






To send e-mail to the church office, please use the following addresses:  
 
Pastor Mark Reshan:  seniorpastor@stpaulmichigancity.com  
 
Church Office Secretary (Libby Pollock): churchsecretary@stpaulmichigancity.com 
 
Church Treasurer (Karen Fleming): finance@stpaulmichigancity.com
 
2025 Church Council: 
 
 Mark Reshan - Pastor
 
 Janet Bakken – President
 
 Donna Knoll – Vice President
 
 Judy Hunt – Secretary
 
 Karen Fleming – Treasurer
 
Members: Paul Brooks, Diane Egilske, Sue Koziel, Judy Mutchler, Jim Schraidt, Trish Sprague
 
Worship Attendance: 
 
Wednesday, December 17,  2025 @ 10:00 a.m.      34
 
Saturday, December 20, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. 	15
 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m.		75
 
TOTAL					          124	
 
 
Copies of the minutes from the  October 23, 2025 Church Council meeting are on the back table in the upper Narthex. It was approved by the council via email. 
 
 
The Good News Newsletter:  If you have an article or anything you want included in The Good News please send it to the following e-mail address:  splcgoodnews@gmail.com. Pastor Pamela Thiede will be using this e-mail address to assemble The Good News each month. The deadline for getting information to Pastor      Pamela will be the 20th of each month. 
 
 
Sunday’s lessons are Jeremiah 31: 7-14; Psalm 147 12-20; Ephesians 1: 3-14; and 
John 1: [1-9] 10-18 for those of you who like to study them in advance. 
 
 








2025 Financial Stewardship
 
Weekly Church Operating Needs (x 2 weeks)
December 13-14, 2025; and December 20-21, 2025:             $ 12, 240.00
 
General Fund (including General Memorials):	               $ 10,099.00
 
Overage/Shortage: 					          — $   2,141.00
 
Restricted Income (not including Memorials)
Supports IK Synod & Church wide Ministries:	  	      $    150.00
 
Ministries in our Community/Congregation:			      $      50.00
 
Capital Fund:						                $    110.00
 
Memorials
General Fund: 							      $    650.00
            
 
 
 
                                           
MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR JANUARY 2026
We have many dedicated Meals on Wheels volunteers within our church family. Their unwavering dedication not only ensures people in our community receive safe and nutritious meals, but the delivery also provides a wellness check, ensuring their safety and well-being. Meals on Wheels has a current need to replace their essential food delivery cases. Black (cold) cases can be sponsored for just $200, and Blue (hot) cases can be sponsored for $500. Every contribution helps ensure their clients receive meals each day. Case sponsorship includes sponsor’s name on the case, recognizing their support and commitment for years to come. Based on the total amount received, we will sponsor as many cases as possible in honor of our St. Paul Volunteers and Congregation. Please make checks payable to St. Paul and place in the offering. Noisy coin offering will also go towards the monthly mission. Thank you for your unwavering and continuous support of Meals on Wheels!
 
 






ACTIVITIES, EVENTS & MEETINGS
December 2025
 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 @ 5:45 p.m  pre - service Music/Sanctuary
 
			      @ 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service/Sanctuary
 
Thursday, December 25, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. Christmas Worship Service/Sanctuary
 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. 1st Saturday After Christmas Worship 
										Service
 
 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. 1st Sunday After Christmas Worship          
 


 
SNOW EMERGENCY LIST
This is a reminder of where to turn to learn if worship has been canceled because of inclement weather conditions.  There are two ways to learn about the status of the service.  
First, you may turn to our church and school Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/stpaulmichigancity/ for updated announcements.  Or, perhaps most quickly and easily, you may call the church office number (219-874-7293) and press the “#” key and you will hear a recording about our “open/closed” status.
 
 




HELP NEEDED FOR OUR LOCAL SALVATION ARMY
Due to the pause taken by all the programs sponsored by SNAP, our local Salvation Army has been swamped with people needing help. All of the items placed in the grocery store cart located on the upper southwest corner of the outer Narthex is taken to our Michigan City Salvation Army location.  The cart has a large hippo asking you to help “fill ‘er up!”  Whatever you can do to help is greatly appreciated.  
 
 





 
 
Thank$ for $haring
	Thank you to all who participate in our Give-Back opportunities each month where we earn $$ to add to our Mission of the Month donations from our congregation to those in our community who need our help!  
	In October we earned $250 from our Give Back at Galveston Steak House. And in November we earned $87 at Swingbelly’s. This month we went to Holly’s Restaurant & Pub on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 and we earned $162. On Wednesday, January 7, 2026 we’re going to meet at Five Guys for our GIVE BACK from 10am—10pm.  Here are two coupons—one for you and one for a friend. 
 
[image: ][image: ]                                                                          
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