THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 23, 2025

	Pastoral theologian Seward Hiltner used to tell about the state-run mental hospital where truly hopeless cases were relegated to a back ward.  The psychiatrists and other medical staff avoided this ward, making only the bare minimum of calls and writing off the patients there as unsalvageable.
	Then a women’s group from a local church began, as a matter of compassion, to visit the patients in this hospital.  No one bothered to tell them that the patients in the back ward were abandoned cases, so they visited them regularly, bringing flowers, fresh baked cookies, prayer, cheerfulness and mercy.  
	Before long, some of the patients began to respond, a few of them becoming healthy enough to move to other wards.  At one level, this was merely a church group doing what church groups do.
	At another level, it was a sign of the times.

Thomas Long

“(Jesus’) response to the recent atrocities is not exactly comforting. Instead of sympathy for “those poor people,” we get urgency: “it might have been you.” Jesus doesn’t downplay life’s tendency to deal harsh hands. He essentially asks, “Why should any of you survivors sleep easier tonight?”
And by the way, he adds, if you don’t repent, you will perish, too.
He follows this cheery thought with a story about an unproductive fig tree given one more chance — aided by some reinvigorating horticulture — to realize its purpose. The parable clarifies Jesus’ motivations for previously exhorting people to “repent.” It’s not that repenting will extend our lives or offer a miraculous shield against tyrants, superstorms, computer hackers and disease. Rather, our repentance will lead, figuratively, to our bearing fruit. True living is about fruition, coming to the place of experiencing God’s intentions for us even in the midst of a sometimes menacing universe…”
“... The word translated as “repent” is, at its root, about thinking and perception. It refers to a wholesale change in how a person understands something. It implies an utter reconfiguration of your perspective on reality and meaning, including (in the New Testament) a reorientation of yourself toward God. Your behavior might change as a result of this new perception, certainly; but repentance first involves seeing things differently and coming to a new understanding of what God makes possible.
Jesus’ summons to repent is not escapism or a minimization of life’s hardships. It means coming to discover God as the source of sustenance, belonging, meaning and hope in this difficult life and into future existence. Repentance names the change that occurs within us when God meets us and reshapes our understanding…”
“…Repenting entails trust. It entails trust in God, yes, but also trust that, because of God’s commitment to us, what we read in the news does not capture the full extent of any story. Every disappointing news item includes a summons to look and work for God’s grace, mercy, and justice, even if those things linger slightly hidden below the fold.”

Matt Skinner


 In the Name of Jesus 

INTRODUCTION

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season of repentance. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings are accompanied by God's invitation to attentiveness: "Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live." The landowner's ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener's readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758

A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great preacher. Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was more concerned with God's love. He served both as missionary to the Housatonic people in Massachusetts, and as president of the future Princeton University.

 GATHERING 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   I’m Putting On the Love of the Lord    New Song Praise Band
					(John Schreiner)
ANNOUNCEMENTS

As you are able please rise

CONFESSION 
	
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

P:  “Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near; let the wicked 
      forsake their ways, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, 
      that He may have mercy on them, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”  
      (Isaiah 55: 6-7) In the hope of that merciful pardon, let us draw near with a true heart, 
      and confess our sins to God.

Silence for self-examination and reflection is kept

P:  Our spending of money on that which is not true bread; our labor for that in life which 
      does not satisfy; and our failure to forsake our sinful ways, we confess to You, O Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Our loyalty to other sources of life and hope; our testing of Your patience; and our 
      complaining and grumbling, we confess to You, O Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Our self-righteous stance against others; our lack of repentance, and the fruitlessness of 
      our faith, we confess to You, O Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Almighty God grant us true repentance, and Your Holy Spirit, that our lives may be 
      pure and holy.

C:  Amen.

GATHERING SONG NSB 16				    Blessed Be Your Name

THE GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
      Spirit be with you all.

C:  And also with you.

THE KYRIE
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Let us pray.  Eternal God, Your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through 
      the life, death, and resurrection of Your Son. Help us to hear Your Word and obey it, 
      and bring Your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
      Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated

 WORD 

FIRST READING							    Isaiah 55: 1-9

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their native land seems like an unbelievable promise of free food and drink for all who come to the celebration. What's more, those who return to the LORD also enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God's ways are not our ways.

1Ho, everyone who thirsts,
	come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
	come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
	without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
	and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good,
	and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to Me;
	listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
	My steadfast, sure love for David.
4See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
	a leader and commander for the peoples.
5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
	and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
	for He has glorified you.
6Seek the LORD while He may be found,
	call upon Him while He is near;
7let the wicked forsake their way,
	and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that He may have mercy on them,
	and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
8For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
	nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
	so are My ways higher than your ways
	and My thoughts than your thoughts.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM:  Psalm 63: 1-8		             Antiphon by Thomas Keesecker

Choir sings refrain first, followed immediately by the congregation
and as indicated
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1O God, You are my God; eager- | ly I seek You;
     my soul thirsts for You, my flesh faints for You, as in a dry and weary land where there | is no water.

2Therefore I have gazed upon You in Your | holy place,
     that I might behold Your power | and Your glory.

3For Your steadfast love is better than | life itself;
     my lips shall | give You praise.

4So will I bless You as long | as I live
     and lift up my hands | in Your name.   REFRAIN

5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods,
     and my mouth praises You with | joyful lips,

6when I remember You up- | on my bed,
     and meditate on You in | the night watches.

7For You have | been my helper,
     and under the shadow of Your wings I | will rejoice.

8My whole being | clings to You;
     Your right hand | holds me fast.   REFRAIN

SECOND READING					  1 Corinthians 10: 1-13

Paul uses Old Testament images to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God's faithfulness.

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
	6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 
11These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and He will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing He will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

As you are able please rise

THE VERSE
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THE HOLY GOSPEL						     Luke 13: 1-9

Jesus addresses the age-old question of whether people deserve the bad things that happen to them. The short answer is "No." Yet, it is better to repent than to test the forbearance of God indefinitely.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter.

C:  Glory to You, O Lord!

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2Jesus asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them-- do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."
	6Then He told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?' 8He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.' "

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C:  Praise to You, O Christ!

The assembly is seated

THE SERMON							                
	
Silence for reflection follows the sermon

As you are able please rise

THE HYMN OF THE DAY 331 				As the Deer Runs to the River
			(Tune:  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence)

As the deer runs to the river,
			Parched and weary from the chase,
			We have come from hurt and hurry,
			Thirsting for Your healing grace.
			Jesus, Source of living water,
			May we drink of You and live!

			When Your Israel crossed the desert
			Where no stream or spring was seen,
			Moses struck the rock, and water
			Flowed for them, refreshing, clean.
			Jesus, Source of living water,
			May we drink of You and live!

			“Come and drink,” Isaiah summoned,
			“All who for God’s mercy plead!
			God’s forgiveness, like a fountain
			Flows to satisfy your need.
			Jesus, Source of living water,
			May we drink of You and live!

			Christ, we come from desert places
			Deepest thirst unsatisfied.
			Lead us to the waters flowing
			From the cross on which You died.
			Jesus, Source of living water,
			May we drink of You and live!

THE NICENE CREED

A:  God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together in trust 
      and hope, we confess our faith.

C:  We believe in one God,
      the Father, the Almighty,
      maker of heaven and earth,
      of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
      the only Son of God,
      eternally begotten of the Father,
      God from God, Light from Light,
      true God from true God,
      begotten, not made,
      of one Being with the Father.
      Through Him all things were made.
      For us and for our salvation
	      He came down from heaven;
	      by the power of the Holy Spirit
		      He became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
      For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	      He suffered death and was buried.
	      On the third day He rose again
		      in accordance with the Scriptures;
	      He ascended into heaven
		      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
	      and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
      Who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
      With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified.
      He has spoken through the prophets.
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
      We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
      We look for the resurrection of the dead,
	      and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

A:  As we mark these forty days with repentance and forgiveness, let us pray for the renewal 
      of the Church and the restoration of the world to the life of God.

A:  That the Church, those preparing for Baptism, and all the holy people of God, may heed 
      the God Who calls us to repentance in the events of our lives, let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That we might be freed from the hatred and fear of others that leads to violence and 
      bloodshed so all might live in safety and peace, especially in Ukraine, Darfur, Haiti, 
      Serbia, and the Middle East, let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That during this holy season God’s nourishing mercy might produce in us the fruits 
      God seeks, let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That those whose spirit is fragile find courage in the rock that is Christ and not be tested 
      beyond their strength, let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That the sick, especially: Martha Schroeder; Ken Mulder; Debbie Martin; Russ 
      Fischer; Carol Radke; Fred Weiss; Grace Romine; Larry Litchford; Jan 
      Paholski; Laura Dovey; and Kathy Stein might rejoice under God’s healing wings, 
      let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That those celebrating anniversaries, especially Larry and Judy Litchford; 
      Marvin and Diane Dirks; and Ron and DeNita Ton may be filled with Your grace 
      this day and every day and may live in Your grace in all the days ahead, let us pray to 
      the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

A:  That with all the saints, especially Jonathan Edwards, teacher and missionary to 
      American Indians, whom we commemorate this Day we may at length eat and drink 
      at the promised Feast of the Lamb, let us pray to the Lord:

C:  Lord, have mercy.

P:  Gracious God, hear the prayers of Your people, whose hunger and thirst You satisfy in 
      Christ Jesus our Lord.

C:  Amen.

 MEAL 
THE PEACE

P:  Through Christ we have been reconciled to God, Who has given us the ministry of 
      reconciliation.  Let us be reconciled with one another.

      The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  And also with you.

The assembly is seated

THE OFFERING

THE VOLUNTARY			Living Water		      St. Paul Senior Choir
					(E. Cracker)
As you are able please rise

THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
[image: ]THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A:  Let us pray.  Gracious God,

C:  You invite us to Your rich Feast to satisfy us with Your abundant mercy.  We 
      bring You these fruits of our time and labor in grateful thanksgiving.  By this holy 
      Sacrament, revive in us the new life of Christ, that we may yield a great harvest 
      of faith, hope, love, and joy. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy …join their unending hymn:
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P:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing to give our thanks to You, Holy One on high,
		for You shaped all living beings and every wonder of creation to bear fruit
		that glorifies You.
      In the soil of covenant You planted a life with Your chosen people and nourished a 
		family to bless all the earth.
      When through human faithlessness that life was grieved and barren, You sent Your 
Son to be the soil of our redemption.
      Through His resurrection You brought us out of the deadness of sin into the fullness
of Your fruit-bearing, fruit-sharing life.
      God Who summons everyone who thirsts to come and drink, make all who drink 
from this cup thirst for the wine of Your Kingdom.
      As we remember through this fruit of the vine Your Son’s saving passion, send Your 
		Holy Spirit to lead us into life.
      By Your same Spirit, bless this bread and cup that they may be for us the Body and 
		Blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
      Who, in the night … “Do this for the remembrance of Me.”
      As often as we eat ... we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
[image: ]
P:  God of our flourishing, through the fast of Lent nourish in Your Church a life that is
		wholly fruitful.
      Give patience to all who abide through long seasons of barrenness and long for new
life.
      Tend and care for any who hunger for mercy and thirst for forgiveness.
      Bless Your children when they seek restored relationships in church and community
		in a spirit of humble confession.
      Shape Your people to hunger and thirst for the Day when there is one shared 
		flourishing for all, one feasting with You in glory, when with the saints, 
apostles, and martyrs Your creation shall be, at last, wholly fruitful in 
Your,
      One God:  Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:  Baptized into Christ’s death that we might share in the resurrection, let us pray for the 
      fulfillment of the mystery as Jesus taught us:

C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
      will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and
      forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us 
      not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, and the 
      power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO THE MEAL

P:  Behold the Servant of God, obedient unto death on a cross, highly exalted as Lord of 
      glory.  Blessed are those who are called to the banquet of the Lamb.  God’s holy gifts 
      for God’s holy people.  Come, for all is now ready.

The assembly is seated

THE DISTRIBUTION
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION 623	Rock of Ages
				ELW 482	I Come With Joy
				ELW 496	One Bread, One Body
				ELW 485	I Am the Bread of Life
As you are able please rise

THE POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P:  The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His 
      grace.

C:  Amen.

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

A:  Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, in this holy Meal You satisfy us with the rich Food of 
      Your Body and Blood.  Grant us a repentant heart, strength to endure trials and testings, 
      and fruitful lives of love and service.  We bless You now and forever.

C:  Amen.

 SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION

P:  Jesus took the form of a servant and was obedient to death, even death on a cross. May 
      you follow His example and share in the resurrection.

C:  Amen.

P:  Almighty God:  Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.

C:  Amen.

SENDING HYMN 624 						Jesus, Still Lead On

THE DISMISSAL

A:  Reconciled to God through Christ, let us go out into the world in peace.

C:  Thanks be to God!

THE POSTLUDE

  To God Alone Be Glory 



















The Meditation is from “Breaking and Entering.”  Thomas G. Long.  The Christian 
	Century. March 7, 2001.  
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Please remember to mail your offering to the Church Office at 818 Franklin Street, Michigan City, IN  46360.  Another alternative is to give on-line through Tithe.ly.  Please see your closure letter for information on how to set up a Tithe.ly account.
 
St. Paul Members are reminded to have a loved one contact the office if you are hospitalized. Many times, the Pastor doesn’t know someone is in the hospital. If you call and leave a message, please tell us which hospital the patient is at. 
 
Anniversaries: Marvin & Diane Dirks (3/24); Larry & Judy Litchford (3/26);
                          Ron and DeNita Ton (3/21)
 
PRAYER CONCERNS:  Pope Francis, Ken Mulder, Larry Litchford, Sarah McNabb, Carol  Radke, Jeanie Boatman Shepple, Nolan Wilson, Debbie Martin, Mark Tannehill, Brian Wiseman, Kathy Stein, Danielle Schnell, Jan Paholski, Laura Dovey, and Grace 
Romine.
 
 
OFFICE HOURS:  Libby will be in the office on Mondays, Wednesdays,                                   and Fridays; volunteers will cover Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
		          Monday & Wednesday       8:00 a.m. – 5 p.m.
		          Tuesday & Thursday          9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.	
		           Friday 		                  8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 
If you are listening to the worship broadcast on the radio and would like to watch the Sunday morning service live stream follow these steps:   
 
                       (1) If you have You Tube available on your TV, search for 
		     St. Paul Lutheran Church Michigan City, IN.
 
           (2) The direct link on the computer is 
                 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5AIPNaKr3QN50984jGOa1g. 
 
          (3) This link is also on the main page of the church’s website in  
                 the church section and will continue to be posted weekly on the St.             
                 Paul Facebook page.
 
And it will always be available on the radio broadcast Sunday mornings at 11:00 a.m.
on WEFM (95.9), and on the local cable access station #99 for the previous week’s 
service on Sundays at 4:00 p.m. and the current service on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
and Fridays at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Next Sunday’s lessons are Joshua 5: 9-12; Psalm 32; I Corinthians 5: 16-21; Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 for those of you who like to study them in advance. 
 


To send e-mail to the church office, please use the following addresses:  
Pastor Mark Reshan:  seniorpastor@stpaulmichigancity.com  
Church Office Secretary (Libby Pollock): churchsecretary@stpaulmichigancity.com 
Church Treasurer (Karen Fleming): finance@stpaulmichigancity.com
 

The Good News Newsletter:  If you have an article or anything you want included in The Good News please send it to the following e-mail address:  splcgoodnews@gmail.com. Pastor Pamela Thiede will be using this e-mail address to assemble The Good News each month. The deadline for getting information to Pastor      Pamela will be the 20th of each month. 
 

Worship Attendance: 
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 		35
Saturday , March 15, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. 		25
Sunday, March 16, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. 		68
TOTAL					          128
 

Copies of the minutes from the January 23, 2025 and February 27, 2025 Church Council meetings are on the back table in the upper Narthex. They were approved by the council via email. 
 

FYI:
 
In response to the ever rising costs for postage we will be putting your copy
of the “Good News” in your hanging file folder in the narthex each month
from now on. Those of you who are unable to attend services on a regular
basis may still receive your copies through your email address or in the
U.S. mail. If you normally receive your copy of the newsletter via your
email address anyway, nothing will change for you. Thank you so much for
your understanding and cooperation! 
 











MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR MARCH 2025:

 
We will be supporting The Social and Learning Institute as our Mission of the Month for March. The Institute has been serving LaPorte County since 1976 by helping individuals with developmental disabilities expand their minds, learn important life skills and recognize their worth through a structured balance of socialization and learning activities. If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make checks out to St. Paul and mark it for the March mission and place in the offering plate. Noisy coin offering will also go to support the monthly mission. The Institute also has an Amazon wish list of classroom supplies. When ordering from the wish list, select Abby Hinsch LaPorte, IN as the shipping address and items will be delivered directly to the Institute. If you prefer to shop in person, items can be placed in the bin in the Narthex.  
 
Wishlist URL (also available on  our Facebook page; note: the last 3 characters are zero f zero):  https://shorturl.at/xg0f0

Items needed: 

Personal Care: Facial tissues w/ lotion, 2-ply toilet paper, band aids, first aid kits 
Cleaning: Sweeper wet mopping pad refills, Lysol disinfectant spray or wipes, 30 gallon and kitchen sized drawstring trash bags, nitrile gloves
Games/Toys: Magnatiles, board games, stress balls or squishy toys, Montessori learning toys, sensory toys
Classroom: Colored cardstock, construction paper, crayons, Elmer’s liquid glue or glue sticks, retractable permanent markers, Post-it pop up notes, bulletin board supplies (paper, boarders, letters, mounting tape)
 
 














ACTIVITIES, EVENTS & MEETINGS
MARCH 2025
 
 
Saturday, March 22, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. 3rd Lent Worship Service
 
Sunday, March 23, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. 3rd Lent Worship Service
Monday, March 24, 2025 @ 2:00 p.m. Finance Committee Mtg./Luther House
			      @ 3:00 p.m. Executive Board Committee Mtg./Luther House
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 @ 9:15 a.m. Bible Study/Luther House
				@ 10:00 a.m. God’s Purls/St. Paul Room
				@ 4:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal/Sanctuary
				@6:00 p.m. Lenten Service
Thursday, March 27, 2025 @ 5:30 p.m. Church Council Mtg./Luther House
Saturday, March 29, 2025 @ 4:00 p.m. 4th Lent Worship Service
 
Sunday, March 30, 2025 @ 9:00 a.m. 4th Lent Worship Service
 
 
 


 
2025 Financial Stewardship
 
Weekly Church Operating Needs (x 2 weeks)	
March 8-9 and March 15-16, 2025:			            $ 12, 271.38
 
General Fund (including General Memorials):	            $    7,506.00
Overage/Shortage: 					       — $    4,479.00
 
Restricted Income (not including Memorials)
Supports IK Synod & Church wide Ministries:	  	    $    69.00
 
Ministries in our Community/Congregation:			    $  250.00 
 
Capital Fund:						                $  251.00
 
Memorials
General Fund: 							   $  545.00
 
 
 
 
 
Easter Plants
 
 
A variety of spring plants will be available to order for decorating St. Paul’s Church on Easter Morning! The varieties available will be Lily, Daffodil, Hyacinth, Tulip, Hydrangea, Florist Mum, and Hanging Fern Basket. Orders must be placed by Monday, March 31st.
 
The varieties and color available are Lily, Daffodil, Hyacinth in purple, pink, or white. Tulips in yellow, red, white, or pink. Florist Mum (Daisy like form) in pink, white, or yellow. Hydrangeas in pink or purple/blue, and the 10” Hanging Fern Basket.
 
Cost per plant is as follows:
	Lily - $10.00
	Daffodil - $9.00
	Hyacinth - $9.00 (purple, pink, or white)
	Tulip - $9.00 (yellow, red, white, or pink)	
	Florist Mum - $11.00 (pink, white, or yellow) 
	Hydrangea - $15.00 (pink or purple/blue)
	Hanging Fern - $15.00
 
Please specify your choice of plant and your choice of color when applicable.
Orders MUST be placed by Monday morning, March31st.
 
Your order may be placed ‘In Memory or Honor of a Loved One’. Please call the Church Office, 219-874-7293, or place your order in an envelope and title it ‘EasterPlants’ for ordering. 
 
REMEMBER, you must specify what type of plant and color, if applicable!! All checks should be made out to St. Paul Church.
 
Please plan on picking up your plant after the Easter Morning Service by 11:00 a.m..
 





Thank$ for $haring
     Thank you for all who participate in our Give Back days! On February 6 we met at Swingbelly’s and earned $148. On March 11 we met at Holly’s and we earned $156. Our next Give Back is on Thursday, April 3 from 4:00 p—10:00 p at Galveston Steakhouse. A coupon is required in order for us to claim the discount. Here are two coupons:  one for you and one for a friend.
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Create in Me a Clean Heart
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Dine-In Only, Coupon required
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O God, ea-ger-ly Iseek you; my soul thirsts for you.

Psalm 63:1
Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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