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CONTACT US TODAY! Shelter Cove Yacht Basin 230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901 
www.parkersellsboats.com 443-553-2518 

List Your Boat With Us Today, 
Our Inventory is Selling Fast!

1989 52’ Jefferson Motor Yacht  $129,600

2002 35’ Bayliner Motoryacht $110,000

2018 29’ Monterey  $98,800

2014 Regal 42’ Sport Coupe IPS Diesels $339,800.

1998 28’ Carver Express SE   $18,900

2000 Mainship 390 Trawler $124,460

1987 Chris Craft 42 Tournament  T/ Detroit DSL only 12 hrs  $109,399 2008 28’ Chaparral Signature  $35,000

2016 Jeanneau 30’ NC9 260 HP Volvo Diesel $178,400 2006 Regal 2565 5.7 Volvo w/ trailer $36,000

BUYING
A BOAT!
• Financing, Insurance,  
    Title & Registration, 
• License Delivery Captain 
    will train to operate boat,  
    docking, navigation,  
    tie lines, etc., at no charge.
• Yacht Broker-Dealer Bonded,  
    Liability Insuranced.

SELLING 
YOUR BOAT!
• Comprehensive  
    Advertising Program
• Customer list of over 50k  
    to market your boat.
• Sold over 2,500 boats.
• Sell and ship boats locally  
    & worldwide.
• Free appraisal,  
    and market analysis.
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UBBM
Upper Bay Boating Magazine

2206 Turkey Point Road, Essex, Maryland 21221 
410-404-3013 | www.upperbayboating.com

Upper Bay Boating Magazine, LLC., is published 8 times a year, and distributed around the waterfront of the upper bay, along with Pasa-
dena, Kent Island, N Delaware, and SE Pennsylvania.Neither the publication nor any of the company’s employees are responsible for the 
advertising or advertising claims contained herein. The publisher disclaims any liability regarding product pricing, claims, descriptions, 
availability, or condition. We exercise reasonable care in checking copy for accuracy. However,  no warranty is expressed or implied by 
the company or its employees regarding product errors, omissions or misprints. Opinions of writers not necessarily those of the publisher. 
No material in this publication may be used without prior permission from the publisher. Copyright 2020, Upper Bay Boating Magazine, 
LLC., All Rights Reserved. Contact us at 410-404-3013, or email: TheViking38@gmail.com

THE PLAYBUOY

UPPER BAY BOATING CREW!

We are members of the Baltimore Co. Marine Trades Association  
& Upper Bay Marine Trades Association

Jim High 410-404-3013 TheViking38@gmail.com 
Dave Bielecki 410-937-6866 DaveBielecki@aol.com
Katie Groom 410-382-4968 katiegroom@comcast.net 
Events listings from non-profits and advertisers are free.  
Listings may be sent to the above address or emailed to: TheViking38@gmail.com  
All are welcome, there is no charge for charitable events.
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Administration: Kisha Soth
Production & Graphic Design: Carol Pappas 
Features Editor: Wendy Gilbert
Photography: David Sites, Thomas Bentz
Contributing Writers: Wendy Gilbert, Tim Sherman, Doug Dawson, Kimberly Ann,  
Alan Keene, Mark Galasso, Montana Grant, Dale Plummer, Anne Sandbek, James Duffy

Mobile 
443-415-1337 

United Yacht Office 
772-463-3131 

2015 
Turkey Point Rd, 

ESSEX
 Maryland 21221 

baltimoreboatingcenter.com
brenda@unitedyacht.com

BRENDA 
WILMOTH  
Professional 

Yacht Broker.

Serving Boaters 
Nationwide 
for decades. 

Florida Yacht 
Broker 

Licensed too! 

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES: 
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Here is David Sites and 
Thomas Point Light at 50!!!

This past August, Kisha and I had the honor of attending 
the 150th Birthday of Thomas Point Light at the Naval 
Academy. The Legendary photographer David Sites was 
the Keynote Honorary Speaker! If you don’t know David 

Sites, he does most of our front covers and is out boating 
every day. Not just some days… EVERY DAY!

Pictured are Tim Magnus, David Sites, Yours Truly, Kisha 
and the Laura! (I’ll see you guys at the US Powerboat Show.

VERY, VERY FALL 
BOATING BAD NEWS!

So, I was speaking to my sister, Suzy Q, 
this past Labor Day Weekend. She was 
very excited about decorating her home 
with all of the lovely fall and autumn things 
she owns. She had flipped three bed-
rooms into fall colors. She is what we like 
to call an NBH! For her, the shorter days, 
fall leaf colors, colder temps, and warm-
ing up by her fireplace are all things she 
adores!!! So, I ask you? What’s the very, 
very FALL BOATING Bad News? I pulled 
into my driveway on September 7th , and 
there is Kisha (she’s my wife) on the porch 

decorating for FALL!! NNNooooooo!!!
 

Well… Here we go, everybody rocking into Oc-
tober and the Fall Season with plenty of things 
to still do out on the water. UBBM will be down 
at the US Powerboat Show right by the Alex 
Hailey Statue. Stop by and say HIGH to us! We 
may even have some Painkiller Samplers with 
fresh ground nutmeg. Do not give up on boat-
ing this season yet! We will probably have an-
other false Summer, Then Fake Summer, and 
then an Indian Summer. Hopefully, after that, a 
few 70-degree days in November, and with the 
greatest amount of luck, the lighted boat pa-
rades will be warm at night with low winds and 
T-shirts! Who knows? Then put the boats away.

Hannibal Lecter 
was an infa-
mous doctor 
and cannibal-
istic serial killer 
from the Upper 
C h e s a p e a k e 
Bay area. Dr. 
Hannibal was 
a social elitist 
and served as 
a board member for the Baltimore Philharmonic Orchestra 
and had his forensic doctor’s office in Baltimore. But that 
was all before being committed to the Baltimore Psychiatric 
Hospital. That’s when it dawned on me years ago -- If Hanni-
bal Lecter had enjoyed some chicken livers with some fava 
beans and a nice chianti on the back of his 36-foot Sea Ray, 
maybe he wouldn’t have wanted to EAT PEOPLE!

A warning about NBHs!!!  
Hannibal Lecter was a Non-Boating Human

THOMAS POINT LIGHT
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By Wendy Gilbert 
Contributing Editor

Visit us at www.whistleys.com

WE BUY BOATS
Let us know what kind of boat you have

Send a message or call  

410-570-9150
ryan@whistleys.com

We’re happy to offer a unique brokerage experience with a 
track record to prove it. We pride ourselves in getting your 
boat sold quickly. We often buy boats directly from our  
customers for an even easier experience. Let us know what 
kind of boat you have, and we can discuss the best approach.  

We offer Wash/Wax/Detail/Shrink Wrapping services 
to get your boat ready to list and looking its best.

In my heart of hearts, I al-
ways wanted to be a sing-
er-songwriter. Alas, I don’t 
have the talent required for 
such a vocation.
Another dream busted!
Ah well. When my soul 

feels the loss, all I have to do 
is remember this quote:
Plato: "Every heart sings a 

song, incomplete, until an-
other heart whispers back. 
Those who wish to sing al-
ways find a song. At the 
touch of a lover, everyone 
becomes a poet".
So there!
Here are a few songs that 

were quite successful in 
capturing the love we all 
have for the Chesapeake 
Bay: 
“ Sailing Down the Chesa-

peake Bay" by Bing Cros-
by:  Originally a 1913 rag-
time-era song, this tune 
captures the joyful experi-
ence of taking a steamboat 
trip on the Bay, bound for 
Baltimore. The lyrics de-
scribe dressing up, enjoying 
a boat ride under the moon, 
and having a good time with 
banjos strumming on deck. 
Is a modern equivalent tail-
gating a Ravens game?
“Chesapeake Water" by 

Dwayne Wilson: A modern 
country song that celebrates 
the boating lifestyle of the 
Bay. The artist, Dwayne Wil-
son, wrote the song after 
being asked to capture the 
essence of "Bay Life," high-
lighting a love for fishing and 
enjoying life on the water. I 
say he nailed it.
“Sailing on a Chesapeake" 

by Tom Chapin:  This folk-
style song tells a story of a 
boating trip on the Bay that 
runs into some trouble. It de-
scribes sailing on a "starry 
night" until the boat "sprung 
a leak," focusing on the po-
tential for mishaps while still 
on the water.
“Out On the Chesapeake" 

by Robbin Thompson: This 
song from the Virginia-based 
artist's album Sweet Virginia 
Breeze evokes the feeling of 
being on the open water.  
“Dredgin' Is My Drudgery" 

by Tom Wisner: Written by 
the Chesapeake Bay ed-
ucator, singer, and poet, 
this song is a tribute to the 
Bay's oystering culture and 
the hard work of watermen. 
The lyrics both celebrate the 
culture and demonstrate a 
deep understanding of the 
Bay's ecosystem. 

“Can't Work the River" by 
Big Tribe: A folk ballad that 
traces the struggles and 
challenges faced by Chesa-
peake watermen. The song, 
which was featured in an ex-
hibit at the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum, touches 
on the difficulties of making 
a living from the Bay's re-
sources.
“Blue Cat Blues" and "Ches-

apeake Channa" by Rick 
Bowers: These two country 
tunes were written to raise 
awareness about the inva-
sive blue catfish and Chesa-
peake channa (snakehead) 
species. The songs frame 
fishing for these species as 
a fun way to help restore the 
Bay's ecosystem and pro-
tect its native fish and crab 
populations.
Jimmy Buffet, may he rest 

in peace, will always be my 
favorite singer-songwriter. 
He captured the spirit of our 
lifestyle in a way that I pre-
dict will never be matched. I 
can’t begin to select songs. 
Do yourself a favor and let 
your heart guide you to your 
favorites. It doesn’t matter if 
they are “popular”. Just lis-
ten and then sing along!

SING ME A SONG of the Chesapeake
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YOUR BEST CHOICE FOR WINTER 
Havre de GraceHavre de Grace

•  Convenient to Baltimore, •  Convenient to Baltimore, 
    Wilmington & Philadelphia    Wilmington & Philadelphia
• Museums, shops and restaurants   • Museums, shops and restaurants   
    within walking distance    within walking distance

D-I-Y or Full ServiceD-I-Y or Full Service
• Discount Marine Supply Store• Discount Marine Supply Store
• Equipment & Expertise for any job• Equipment & Expertise for any job

Winter Storage Hotline  Winter Storage Hotline  443-209-1101443-209-1101



8												                 Upper Bay Boating

By Wendy Gilbert

Uncle Bob loved just 
about everything con-
nected with what Up-
per Bay Boating is all 
about. He enjoyed 
powerboating, crab-
bing, and fishing. 
He’ll never admit it, 
but he likes sailing 
too.
He loves kicking 
back after a long 
day on the water 
with a song in his 
heart and a beer 
in his hand. 

What he doesn’t like fills a 
very short list. And on the 
top of that list are socks.
Having to wear socks bugs 
Bob like nothing else. Un-
cle Bob has tried to talk 
his wife into snowbirding 
in Florida, but the pull of 
those 10 grandkids is like 
an industrial magnet.
So, all too soon, Uncle Bob 
and I and I suspect most of 
you, will be facing the ugly 
truth – it is sock season.
What’s Uncle Bob to do un-
til he can burn those foot 
covering annoyances?
Well, I did some research 
with a little help from Pro-
fessor A.I. and here are 
some ideas:
READING
“Beautiful Swimmers: Wa-
termen, Crabs and the 
Chesapeake Bay”  by Wil-
liam W. Warner: This clas-
sic naturalist book is a 
must-read for anyone who 
has ever eaten a blue crab 
or wondered about the lives 
of the Bay's watermen. It 
provides a comprehensive 
look at the blue crab's life 
cycle and the culture sur-
rounding it.
“Hunting & Fishing the 
Chesapeake: Unforgetta-
ble Tales of Wing and Wa-
ter” by C.L. Marshall: Full of 
humorous and sometimes 
harrowing tales, this book 
captures the essence of the 
sporting life on the Bay's 
Eastern Shore. It's a great 
read for reminiscing about 

adventures on the water.
“Flyfisher's Guide to Ches-
apeake Bay: Includes Light 
Tackle:  by Ed Russell and 
Bill May: Written for fly and 
light tackle fishermen, this 
guide offers a comprehen-
sive treatment of the sport 
in the Bay, with valuable, 
well-organized information 
for planning future trips. For 
all other tackle information, 
consult with our guy Tim 
Sherman!
“Navigating the Chesa-
peake: A Boater's Guide to 
the Bay”  by Pasquale De 
Marco:  An essential com-
panion for boaters of all 
levels, this guide covers 
everything from navigation 
tips and weather patterns to 
the Bay's history, ecology, 
and best anchorages.  Not 
that you need it, but it could 
help a friend, right?
TELEVISION
“Chesapeake Bay Week" 
(PBS): Held every April, this 
week-long event features 
programming that delves 
into the history, heritage, 
and environment of the 
Bay. You can find specials 
like "Chesapeake Bea-
cons," which explores the 
Bay's iconic lighthouses.
“Racing Rivals: Log Ca-
noes of Chesapeake Bay" 
(PBS):  This special focus-
es on the Bay's unique log 
canoes and the passionate 
crews who restore and race 
them. It offers a glimpse 
into a cherished Bay tradi-
tion.
“Sport Fishing Televi-
sion" (Discovery Chan-
nel/YouTube TV):  While 
not exclusively about the 
Chesapeake, one notable 
episode, "Migrations: Strip-
er vs. Salmon," features 
the Chesapeake Bay as a 
sanctuary for striped bass.
“The Waterfront" (Net-
flix):  This fictional drama 
series follows a fishing fam-
ily in North Carolina, but 
the focus on the challenges 
of running a business on 

the water and the beautiful 
coastal setting will resonate 
with any Bay enthusiast. 
PUZZLES AND GAMES
Fishing and boating-themed 
puzzle books: You can find 
puzzle books specifically 
for fishing enthusiasts, with 
word searches and cross-
words centered around top-
ics like fish species, lures, 
knots, famous fishing spots, 
and boating terms.
The Shipping Forecast 
Puzzle Book  by Alan Con-
nor:  While focused on the 
UK, this unique book uses 
place names from the icon-
ic Shipping Forecast to cre-
ate clever crossword and 
general knowledge puz-
zles that any fan of nautical 
themes will appreciate.
Chesapeake Bay-themed 
games and puzzles:  Look 
for locally themed jigsaw 
puzzles or create your own 
with a favorite photo from a 
day on the Bay. I have one 
called “Crustacean Nation”. 
It features a flag made out 
of crabs (blue and red, nat-
urally) and sand dollars and 
shells. 
APPS
Navionics Boating App:  A 
powerful tool for planning 
trips from home, this app 
provides detailed topo-
graphic charts and other 
useful features for boaters 
and anglers.
Windy or MyRadar: Stay on 
top of the weather by keep-
ing an eye on wind patterns, 
tides, and potential storms 
in the region for future trips 
or just to daydream about a 
perfect day on the water.
Fishing games:  Play virtu-
al fishing games on your 
phone or tablet to get your 
fix when you can't be out on 
the Bay.
Animated Knots: This prac-
tical app offers a fun way to 
practice and perfect your 
fishing knots in an ani-
mated format, so you'll be 
ready for your next catch. 

Prepping For The Off Season
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• Gas, Diesel, Pumpout
• Pool • Nettle-Free Beach
• 50 Channel Cable TV • Ship’s Store
• Slipholder Fuel Discounts • 50T Lift  
• Full Service and Parts • Mechanics on Duty 6 Days  
• A/C Heads & Laundry • Picnic Peninsula  
• Water Taxi Serice to Moorings
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Native people around the Chesa-
peake Bay enjoyed a nice soda pop. 
Without a soda shop, or pop stop, they 
had to make their own. Foraging and 
fermenting were common native peo-
ple skills. Pine needles are healthy, ed-
ible, and available.

A soda or pop is a flavored, car-
bonated, sweet drink. Modern sodas 
have artificial flavors and CO2 add-
ed into them. You can add berries or 
use honey as your sugar to make your 
own custom drink. This just adds other 
healthy flavors and tastes. 

So how did early folks make their own 
soda pop? They used pine needles! 
Long white pine or other long needled 
pines, like loblolly pines worked best. 
Avoid hemlock and shorter needled 
pines. 

It turns out that pine needles are cov-
ered in wild, natural yeast. They have 
5 times more vitamin C than oranges. 
Pine needles are also full of anti- fun-
gals, anti-bacterials, and anti-virals. 
These are all great for a healthy body 
and skin. Folks often brew pine needle 
teas to enjoy these qualities. 

Since pine trees are “evergreens”, 
you can make your own refreshing so-
das year around. All you need is sugar 
to start the fermentation process. It will 
take 2-3 days to make your own sodas!

Several years ago, I started making 
Pine Needle Sodas at hunting and fish-
ing camps. The first night we arrive at 
camp, I begin my brew. Water from a 
nearby spring and natural on-site in-
gredients were available. 

3 Days later the sweet, refreshing 
and healthy soda was ready to go. Now 
I must admit that some of the hunting 
and fishing campers added some gin, 
vodka, rum, whiskey, or vodka. The 
Pine needle soda became tonic water 
and mixers. It also gave the drinkers 
healthy and invigorating additives. The 
campers were surprised and satisfied. 

When I am making this drink for kids 
and non-boozers, or boaters, I serve 
the drink with a bundle of needles and 
a slice of lemon. They say it tastes like 
Sprite and has a citrusy, minty flavor. 
Ice helps but is not required. At one 
camp I gathered hail balls, after a thun-
derstorm, to ice our sodas. 

Bay Soda Pop! TO MAKE YOUR BAY SODA POP
2 cups of pine needles. Trim off 

the bases and lightly rinse in cool 
water. Yeast is naturally on the nee-
dles so don’t over wash. I cut my 
needles into 2-inch lengths and let 
them dry before making my brew. 
You want to rinse off any bugs and 
dust but no more. 

2 ½ cups of water
4-5 tbsp of cane sugar or honey to 

taste, the sugar will feed the yeast 
causing the chemical reaction. CO2 
will form during fermentation. Only 
a negligible amount of alcohol will 
be created. If you add fruit or other 
sugary ingredients more alcohol is 
possible. 

You can use old soda bottles, but 
they will need to have a flip top stop-
per added to them. I use mason jars. 
A pint size is perfect for this recipe. 
If you use a quart or larger sized jar, 
adjust the ingredients to taste. The 
bottles must be tightly secure so gas 
can’t go out or in. Use a strainer to 
filter out any bits and pieces of the 
needles. 

Once everything is in the bottle 
and tightly sealed, give the jars/bot-
tles a shake, to dissolve the sugar, 
and let sit in indirect sunlight. This 
light will help infuse the ingredients 
together. Do not let brew exceed the 
86F degrees. Higher temps will kill 
the yeast. 

Once the soda has sat for 3 days, 
do not shake it up before opening, 
unless you want an explosive mess. 
They also suggest that pregnant 
women avoid this soda. Apparently 
pine needles eaten by cows may 
have caused abortions. Better to be 
safe than sorry. 

Your final Bay soda pop will be 
refreshing and have natural flavors. 
When a real soda is miles away, this 
homemade brew will suffice with ice. 

Cheers!
Montana Grant
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We were watching the weather 
closely. I promised my wife we could 
take a weekend boat ride up the 
Chesapeake and get dinner at Schae-
fer’s Canal House in Chesapeake City, 
about 60 miles from my pier on Green-
wood Creek. I had studied a few charts, 
and though I had traversed Delmarva 
a few times on offshore fishing boats 
and research boats, I wanted to brush 
up on conditions that I may face as the 
captain of a smaller vessel.

It’s really a pretty straight shot 
without too much to worry about. Go 
through Kent Narrows. Head out the 
Chester past Rock Hall and Swan 
Point and follow the Eastern Shipping 
Channel past Tolchester, the mouth of 
the Sassafras and Bohemia Rivers, 
and go up the Elk River until you hit the 
C&D Canal. Go into the canal, and the 
Canal House is a few miles down on 
your left – easy, peasy. The fact that 
my boat draws less than three feet 
makes it all the more carefree.

The only problem is the weather, 
which at this point looked like it was 
going to rival that of the Perfect 
Storm. Ouch. Gale force winds out of 
the Northeast and, rain coupled with 
flooding. The weatherman was not 
very encouraging, and though my wife 
and I are pretty hardy, it looked like a 
boat ride was out of the question. She 
looked disappointed. I got an idea. 
They have little cottages available next 
to the restaurant. We’ll go up by car, 

get dinner, and spend the night in one 
of the cottages. Assuming we don’t get 
flooded in, we’ll drive back the next 
day. Get packed!

An hour later, we were headed up Rt. 
301. And a couple hours later, we were 
sitting in the dining room at the canal 
house, having cocktails and watching 
the rain and whitecaps turn the out-
side world into a maelstrom of activity. 
Trees were bending over, and leaves 
were blowing everywhere. It was a 
mess, but we were safe and very com-
fortable.

I noticed a large merchant ship 
heading up the canal toward Delaware 
Bay. It was huge and didn’t seem to be 
having any problems. Someone over 
a loud speaker started talking about 
the ship. We learned that it hailed 
from Panama and was carrying cargo 
destined for Philly. It was 8,000 tons 
and drafted 28 feet, and had a crew of 
12. I might have the numbers a little off. 
It was a long time ago. But just as it 
passed the restaurant, we saw a small 
boat heading out to meet it. 

From a door, maybe three stories 
from the water’s surface, we saw 
someone drop a rope ladder. The small 
tender, perhaps 40 feet long, pulled up 
under the ladder, and we saw some-
one on the smaller vessel grab the vi-
olently swinging rope ladder. To every-
one’s amazement, the person jumped 
up and started climbing. Once they got 
pulled into the big ship’s door, some-

one else climbed back down. The big 
ship never slowed down, and once the 
second person was back on board the 
little boat, it sped off. WOW.

I was fascinated, captivated, and 
downright impressed on multiple lev-
els. First of all, the rope ladder climb-
ers had to be Olympic gymnasts or 
something. The people driving the 
boats must have been some of the 
best captains in the world. They never 
missed a beat. The whole scene was 
choreographed to perfection. Though 
I had worked on the water my whole 
life, this was my first real observation 
of Bay Pilots in action.

I knew about Bay Pilots. They are 
specialized boat captains who guide 
ocean-going vessels from special an-
chorages into ports. They need to have 
a good knowledge of all kinds of mer-
chant and passenger ships, but more 
importantly, they need to have an inti-
mate knowledge of the waters between 
those anchorages and the ports where 
the ships drop off passengers or cargo. 
Once they board a vessel, they are the 
ultimate authority on the vessel until it 
is tied up in port. Anyone who has spent 
a lot of time on the Chesapeake Bay is 
familiar with the two main anchorages 
in the Bay. Virginia has one just outside 
of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel, 
north of Virginia Beach, and Maryland 
has one just south of the Bay Bridge off 
Annapolis.

Chesapeake Bay Pilots
By Captain Mark Galasso

Photo Credit:Kevin-Gugliot-
ta-pilot-boat-app-lng-800x505

See Bay Pilot page 20
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 Located on North Point Creek 
in Sparrows Point/Edgemere

HAUL OUTS $8/ft. Up to 4 Hours in Slings & Relaunch.
LONG HAULS $14/ft. Block, Up To 7 Days Land Storage & Relaunch.
WINTER STORAGE $26/ft. Block, Land Storage and Relaunch by May 1 

ALL of the above includes HAUL OUT, POWER WASH!  
No Boats pulled after Dec. 20 and all boats relaunched by May 1

7767 North Point Creek Rd, Sparrows Point, MD 410-274-2147

WATERS
MARINAMARINA

TRAVEL LIFT 
accommodates power 
boats & sailboats up to 
20 TONS!

Great 
Location!

Expert Autobody & 
Collision Repairs 
Maryland Authorized 
Interlock Systems:  
Your Trusted Solution 
For Quality Service

2010 Eastern Blvd. Middle River, MD. 21220 

Custome Paint | Restoration | Dui Interlock System | Auto Glass Replacement

410-780-86
20 24-HOUR TOWING 

443-722-0875

EST 2000

FREE
ESTIMATES!

•  Corporate Parties
•  Family Functions
•  Private Events, 5 - 500 Guests 
•  Decorating & Linen Packages available
•  Food & Premium Bar Services 
•  Available at your location or ours!   
•  Statewide Licensed & Insured

About the Owner, Ashley Norris Beers
Ashley landed her start early in life learning the 
ropes on her father’s commercial fishing vessel the 
“Miss Ashley” & carry out restaurant “Norris Seafood.” 
Aside from the family seafood business Ashley spent 
her childhood cooking alongside her southern great 
grandmother and Italian mother. 
Ashley can be found working alongside her parents 
occasionally helping with their busy seafood carry 
out, or catering events on her husband’s dinner boat, 
“Maryland Party Boat.” Recently she has expanded, 
and opened her own mobile hospitality services bring-
ing you Norris North; Catering, Seafood & Events.

Norris 
North

Scan For Menus, Prices and Services.

443-243-7562
an.norris1987@gmail.com

GOT A BOAT? NEED CARPET?
Luxury Marine Vinyl Flooring | Galley Runners | Snap-in Cockpit Carpet 

Full Galley Cover | Swim Platforms| Interior Custom Carpet Replacement

BEAT THE HEAT SAVINGS! 
CALL NOW! 

CALL BONITA RILEY 443-253-2998
INTEGRITY FIRST FLOORS

“Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras”
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Monday thru Friday 9am - 4pm

IN SEASON OPEN
 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

Duffy 
Creek 
Marina

20 Duffy Creek Rd. 
Georgetown, MD
410-275-2141

duffy@duffycreek
marina.com

Bring your family, let’s go boating!

Quality 
Service For 

Over 65 
Years! 
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BRAND NEW DOCKS! Repower Center | Marine Store
Fairwinds Marina 1000 Fairwinds Drive, Annapolis, MD 21409 | (410) 216-0205 | www.fairwindsmarina.com

WE HAVE  NON-ETHANOL 

Magathy River • Annapolis, Maryland

www.fairwindsmarina.com
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  Boating can be an expensive hobby. With
new gear, electronics, boat repairs and
provisions, there is always something else to
buy when you are a serious boater. Save time
and money on the basics like fuel, repairs and
dockage by taking advantage of the rewards
and benefits of a TowBoatU.S. membership. 
   As the nation’s largest recreational boating
association, BoatU.S. partners with local and
national businesses to offer exclusive
discounts to members. From savings on
hotels and charters to discounts on fuel, slips
and repairs, you’ll appreciate the extra money
in your pocket! 
   On the upper Chesapeake Bay almost
twenty businesses offer fuel discounts to
BoatU.S. members. Just show your card or
app to save up to 10   off each gallon of fuel.
Those kinds of savings can add up quickly on
a busy boat day. So, whether you’re sailing in
Annapolis or fishing in Rock Hall, make sure
you download the free app, register your
membership information and use it often to
find exclusive savings in your area.

  NEWNEW  MEMBERSMEMBERS  SAVE $50
SAVE $50

   With free around the clock, nationwide, on-the-
water emergency services, advocacy, education,
and exclusive discounts, a TowBoatU.S.
membership has its advantages! Contact us at
410-255-8700 to join today and experience the
peace of mind, savings and resources provided
by our professional crew of local captains and our
partner network. As always, happy to help! 

TAKE US WITH YOU ON THE WATER

FuelFuel

Disc
ountsDisc
ounts

FREE ASSISTANCE 
With Unlimited Towing!

410-255-8700410-255-8700

Local Fuel Discounts & More from BoatU.S.

Current member? Stop by the BoatU.S. Bridge
during the Annapolis Power or Sail show,

 October 2-12, to get your renewal discount!
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Coakley’s Pub is a casual fami-
ly pub and restaurant located at 406 
Saint John Street, in beautiful Havre 
de Grace, adjacent to the Susquehan-
na River.  The pub opened in 1997 
and is owned and operated by Margie 
Coakley, a lifelong resident of Havre 
de Grace and husband Will Nori.  Fea-
turing both Irish and American fare 
the pub has something for everyone.  
There is live music every Friday and 
Saturday and outdoor dining is avail-
able April through November, weather 
and temps permitting.

From the exposed brick to the deep 
dark carved wood of the bar the pub 
has an awesome vibe the minute you 
step in.  The exposed beam and in-
laid ceiling add to the old-world charm.  
There is a mural along one of the walls 
that makes you feel like you are sitting 
in old time Ireland.

If you are there on a nice day make 

sure you enjoy the patio/outdoor seat-
ing option.  There are plenty of umbrel-
las for shade and the outdoor bar is 
fabulous.  

The food is well portioned and de-
licious.  The drinks go down smooth-
ly, from beer to wine, to crushes and 
signature cocktails.  The crushes are 
divine and the watermelon cooler was 
nice on a sunny day.  There is also a 
great expresso martini on the menu.

The food is good in any type of 
weather but as the weather cools off 
try starting with a cup or bowl of Mary-
land Crab or Cream of Crab.  The chili 
was also very tasty but hold the on-
ions please.  Looking for something 
Irish… start with the Irish eggrolls and 
then move on over to the Reuben or 
Rachel.  You won’t be disappointed.  
There is also a Reuben Dog.  Lean 
more towards American pub fare…. 
how about the “Buffett” burger.  It’s a 

cheeseburger in paradise.  There is 
also a New York Dog with all the sau-
erkraut, fried onions, and mustard you 
could want.  Have any special dietary 
needs…gluten free…. vegan?  Not to 
worry.  These dishes are designated 
on the menu for ease in ordering.  And 
don’t worry there is a menu just for the 
kids featuring some coloring activities 
and word puzzles.

Looking for space to host an event?  
Rehearsal dinner, birthday party, an-
niversary party? Non-profit event?  
Coakley’s offers four dining rooms and 
three bars with customizable menus, 
buffets, and party platters.

And don’t worry if you have trouble 
spotting the bright red brick front just 
look for the large hand on the side of 
the building pointing you to the door.  
And remember when you go tell them 
that your friends at Upper Bay Boat-
ing Magazine sent you.

COAKLEY’S PUB
Kimberly Ann
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Indoor Dining Please check in for seating upon arrival. Outdoor Dining Weather permitting!   
Friendly leashed dogs area. ONLY Service-dogs with vests permitted indoors.Tiki bar open year-round! Friday @3pm Saturday & Sunday @12pm

“Just north of Key West” in Dundalk, MD
Open daily 6:30am-10pm (11pm Fri & Sat)

@ ANCHOR BAY EAST MARINA 
(443) 348-9998

HARDYACHT.COM

Wed. 10/1 Jim Lewis 6-9pm
Thurs. 10/2 Adam Almony 6-9pm 
Fri. 10/3 Mark Jacob 6-10pm
Sat. 10/4 Tims Piano Show 1-5pm  
Cool Change 6-10pm
Sun. 10/5 Heavy Soul 6-9pm
Mon.. 10/6 Karaoke 6-9pm
Tues. 10/7 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 10/8 Troll Tribe 6-9pm 
Thurs. 10/9 A52 Unplugged 6-9pm
Sat. 10/11 Brody WIngate 1-5pm
TBD 6-10pm
Sun. 10/12 SVV Duo 5-9pm
Tues. 10/14 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 10/15 Andy B 6-9pm
Thurs. 10/16 Ray Wroten 6-9pm

OCTOBER MUSIC LINE-UP
Fri. 10/17 Joe & Travis 6-10pm
Sat. 10/18 TBD 1-5pm 
No Off Switch 6-10pm
Sun. 10/19 Chez Lee 1-5pm
Mon. 10/20 Paint Night 6-8pm
Tues. 10/21 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 10/22  Tony Ladieri 6-9pm
Thurs. 10/23 Cooper Wade 6-9pm
Fri. 10/24 Patrick Donovan 6-10pm
Sat. 10/25 Simpli Rhythmic 1-5pm  
Changing our Name 6-10pm
Sun. 10/26 Wesley Spangler 6-9pm 
Tues. 10/28 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 10/29  Keith & Chuck 6-9pm
Fri. 10/31 Anthony Broccolini 
Time TBD

80 & 25
Ton Lifts

A FULL SERVICE MARINA & BOATYARD ON BEAR CREEK 410-431-1736  
Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station | Onsite amenities include: 24 Hour Emergency Service • Security System in the Marina • Restaurant and Tiki Bar • Heat/AC Bathrooms 

• Private Showers & Laundry • Free Wi-Fi • Ship Store • Ice • PET FRIENDLY, Pet Walk Area  • Marine Sanitation Pump-Out Facility • Packaged Goods

www.anchorbayeastmarina.com
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Bay Pilots work in almost 
any weather. Sometimes 
scheduling in the port can be 
more critical than weather 
conditions. Usually, small pi-
lot boats pick up and drop off 
the pilots, like we witnessed 
at Schaefer’s. Some ports 
actually have anchorages 
offshore, and these small pi-
lot boats have to go a mile 
or two off the beach to make 
transfers. Ships tend to fol-
low entrance routes to ports, 
whether they are channels 
to anchorages or the large 
magenta highways you see 
on nautical charts. Aeronau-
tical charts have the same 
thing.

I was told that the Pilots’ 
Union was one of the hard-
est to get into in the country. 
That may or may not be true, 
but the training to become a 
Bay Pilot is intense to say the 
least. I went to the Bay Pilots 
website just to see what was 
involved. It was fascinating. 
Currently, in the Association 
of Maryland Pilots, there are 
65 active members and 40 
retired members and wid-
ows, and 50 employees. 
It was interesting that they 
mentioned widows since it is 
obviously a dangerous occu-
pation.

The website talks about 
a member who now sits on 
the Board. She is Captain 
Christman. She was select-
ed as 1 of 6 candidates out 
of a field of 150 applicants. 
She went to one of the 6 or 
7 Maritime academies. She 
underwent 5 years of exten-
sive training. Captain Christ-
man also has an unlimited 
tonnage license and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Maritime 
studies. She is Federally 
and State Licensed and had 
to commit the 10 main Ches-
apeake Bay Nautical charts 
to memory. WOW.

Originally, there were two 
separate organizations, The 
Bay Pilots and the Dock-
ing Pilots, but in 2005, they 
merged and became the 
Association of Maryland 
Pilots. Though pilots have 
been around from the ear-

From Bay Pilot page 12

liest accounts of shipping 
worldwide, the Maryland 
group was officially recog-
nized during Maryland’s first 
General Assembly meeting 
in 1787, but Bay Pilots were 
recognized as early as 1640 
in Maryland. The official 
Charter for the group was 
done in 1852.

Shortly after Maryland 
was founded, local captains 
in small schooners helped 
guide large merchant and 
passenger ships to ports 
like Havre de Grace, Annap-
olis, Oxford, Baltimore, and 
St. Michaels. Unlike today, 
business for these captains 
was on a first-come, first-
served basis, and compe-
tition was fierce. But with 
the shallow and treacherous 
waters leading to many of 
these ports, local knowledge 
was a necessity.

These early pilots were 
a fearsome group, and lat-

er during the War of 1812, 
many were commissioned 
as privateers to attack Brit-
ish ships using their small, 
fast, shallow-drafted vessels 
known as Clipper Ships. 
The Pride of Baltimore II is 
a replica of these clippers. 
These ships were credited 
with sinking 1,700 British 
Merchant Ships.

Ships have come a long 
ways since the War of 1812. 
Huge diesel boats carrying 
hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of fuel traverse the 
Bay every day. Baltimore 
has become the East Coast 
leader in unloading giant 
car carriers from all over the 
world. Ships can be as long 
as four football fields and 
draft over 45 feet of water. 
Considering areas in the 
shipping channel are only 
fifty feet deep, it’s a real trick 
guiding a ship in these con-
ditions. And the bottom of 

the Bay is constantly chang-
ing. Dredge operations try 
and keep up with bigger and 
bigger vessels. Pilots have 
to be aware of these opera-
tions as well.

Mark Twain once 
summarized the character 
needed to be a pilot. He said, 
“A pilot must have a memory 
of substance, but there are 
two higher qualities which 
he must also have. He must 
have a good and quick judg-
ment and decision, and a 
cool, calm courage that no 
peril can shake.” I still can’t 
shake that image of the 
Bay Pilot scurrying up that 
rope ladder in a ferocious 
Nor’easter. I wonder what 
the average retirement age 
could possibly be!

Safe Boating.
 

Tuna the Tide  
Charter Service

Grasonville     

Photo Credit: Boarding a Liberty Ship, 
1947, Brian Hope. 1980, Acrylic on 
Canvas. | The Mariners’ Museum and 
Park 1989.0001.000001.
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           Located on t e Beautiful Sassafras River

           Located on t e Beautiful Sassafras River

Covered Shed Docks • Cafe 
Floating Docks • Wi-Fi • Gift Shop 

Pool • Activity Center
Air-Conditioned Bath Houses and Laundry

Within Walking 
Distance Of �
Waterfront  
Dining
Fully Stocked
Marine  
Store

2 George St. Georgetown, MD 21930
Marina Office 410-275-1144

Store 410-275-2666
WWW.sassafrasharbormarina.com

We are a  
Maryland 
Clean 
Marina

 FULL SERVICE CENTER & 70 TON TRAVEL LIFT  

TRANSIENTS
WELCOME
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14 Upper Bay Boating

Before You

This year, try a 
reusable cover

Think

Did you know...
• Semi-custom covers cost the 

same as shrink-wrapping boats 
about 30’ for two seasons. 

• Reusable covers can last as 
long as 5 - 10 years.

• Canvas shops can repair and 
clean reusable boat covers, 
extending their life even 
further.

• Installing a reusable cover on a 
small boat is easy and protects 
as well as plastic. 

• Semi-custom reusable covers 
are available for most boats.

• Most shrinkwrap used on  
boats goes to landfills when it 
is removed. 

Ask your marina or local  
marine retailer for help with 

purchasing, cleaning, or  
repairing your cover. A list of 
marinas and canvas workers 
can be found on the Marine 

Trades Association of Maryland 
website (mtam.org)or in 

the Guide to Marine Services 
produced by MTAM each year.   

REFUSE > REDUCE > REUSE > RECYCLE

Shrink!
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Thank you to everyone who came out to our 2025 Sportsman Tie-up at Tolchester this past week-
end! We had over 105 Sportsman Owners and their families join us for a fun day filled with prizes, 
friends, and more!

BACK RIVER  
RESTORATION COMMITTEES  

FISHING TOURNAMENT



RIVERSIDEMARINE.COM  •  SALES@RIVERSIDEBOATS.COM

600 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
ESSEX, MD 21221
410.686.1500

OPEN 302

OPEN 232

D20

VR6OB

T22

T25PH

ANNAPOLIS POWERBOAT SHOW
OCTOBER 3-6  |  THURSDAY - SUNDAY

Riverside Marine Demo Weekend
OCTOBER 10-12  

Introducing the Ultimate Family Center Console Heritage 321

Come See Us at the 
Annapolis Powerboat Show

OCTOBER 2-5  |  F DOCK

Over 20 New Boats On Display!

All boat show boats are in the water and ready for test rides!
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Not 1 but 2 truckloads of Sportsman Boats arrived this morning with boats that will be 
heading to The Annapolis Power Boat Show! The boat show is only 3 weeks away!

Thank you to all of our venders/sponsors for making the event possible and a huge shout out to 
The Shanty Beach Bar at Tolchester Marina for hosting our event!
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We welcome pictures of 
your boat, boat dog, family 
& friends having a good 
time on the bay. Also, if 
you are a writer, please 
get in touch with us 
- you may become a  
regular columnist.

Boat Boat 
  Dog  Dog

Upper Bay Boating 
MAGAZINE  

TheViking38@gmail.com

Summer Shandy say hey from St. Michaels

Largo watching over the raft UP

Jax on the boat Kingston anchored and relaxing with his Dad on the North East

Daisy and Lola
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Marina
ting 

with 
Jim’s...

Marina
ting 

with 
Jim’s...

The Good Humor  

The Good Humor  

          
     Spot

          
     Spot

Upper Bay
Boating Magazine

This past Labor Day, 
we were all at Tolches-
ter Marina watching the 
Sun go down. It was go-
ing down with the City of 
Baltimore just in front of 
it. Suddenly, we all saw 
the legendary GREEN 
FLASH that you would 
typically see out in the 
ocean in the absolute-

ly perfect humidity and 
cloud line. So, this was 
very unusual. After 
some discussion, we re-
alized that it wasn’t your 
normal GREEN FLASH! 
This one was caused by 
all the marijuana smoke 
coming from the neigh-
borhoods!

AN OLD GUY IN A 
CHEAP BOAT!

Stopped at a fuel dock, and 
next to him was a rich man 
in a brand new 6-engine 
Fancy Race Boat!  The first 
guy says, “That’s a fabu-
lous boat you got there, 
but my old boat is better”. 
The second guy smiles and 
asks calmly, “And how is 
it better?” The guy replies, 
“Well, my boat comes with 
a genie.” The guy with the 
Fancy Race Boat sarcasti-
cally asks, “A genie?”. The 
guy says, “I’ll show you”. He 
jumps down on the boat and 
rubs the steering wheel, and 
a genie appears! The guy 
asks the genie to get them 
two coffees, and immediate-
ly, two coffees were there. 
The Fancy Race Boat guy, 
blown away, he says Wow! 
With a face full of unspoken 
questions, the other guy 
says, “You can take my old 
boat with the Genie in ex-
change for yours.” The guy 
with no thinking, says Deal! 
And the two shake hands. 
The old guy jumps onto the 
Fancy Race Boat, fires it up, 
and waves as he pulls away! 
The other rushes into the 
old boat, rubbing the steer-
ing wheel impatiently until 
the genie appears. The guy 
asks the genie for the latest 
6-engine Fancy Race Boat 
like he had, and 10 million 
dollars. The genie says, “I 
only make coffees.”

What is the name of your 
least favorite child?
In what year did you 

abandon your dreams?
What is the maiden name 
of your father’s mistress?

At what age did your 
childhood pet run away?
What was the name of 
your favorite unpaid in-

ternship?
 In what city did you first 

experience ennui?
What is your ex-wife’s 

newest last name?
What sports team do you 
fetishize to avoid mean-

ingful discussion with 
others?

What is the name of your 
favorite canceled TV 

show?
What was the middle 
name of your first re-

bound?
On what street did you 

lose your childlike sense 
of wonder?

When did you stop trying?

Password security 
questions for the 

depressed:

The CEO of Apple, Hua-
wei, and Nokia are all sitting 
together in a hot tub and 
bragging about their newest 
groundbreaking technology.
The CEO of Apple starts ex-
plaining how his company 
invented a tiny speaker and 
a tiny mic which would be 
surgically attached to your 
thumb and pinky finger - so 
you could receive a phone 
call, only by putting your 
hand to your ear.
The CEO of Huawei looks 
very unimpressed. He starts 
explaining how Ap-
ple is way behind 
the Chinese tech 
market. He then 
points to his mouth 
and proudly said 
that he and all 

his friends had already at-
tached microphones to their 
teeth.
The CEO of Apple gives him 
a respectful applause and 
a high five. But the CEO of 
Nokia doesn’t seem very 
interested. Then he rips a 
fart in the tub. And the two 
CEOs look very disgusted 
at him. The Nokia CEO then 
says:
“Oh, sorry, I just received an 
email.”

GREEN FLASH  
from Tolchester
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WINTERIZATION
SERVICES

DECOMMISSIONING
SERVICES

OFFSEASON
SERVICE WORK

WINTER STORAGE

SPACE IS VERY LIMITED SO CALL
OR CONTACT US TODAY TO
SECURE YOUR SPOT!

IS OUR PRIORITY

410-687-7290 SUSNETHARBORMD.COM

John Shiner and crew The Ostendorf Kids at play

BOAT PEOPLE             UPPER BAY  
We welcomes pictures of your boat, boat dog, family & friends having 
a good time on the bay. Also, if you are a writer, please get in touch 

with us - you may become a regular columnist. 

THEVIKING38@GMAIL.COM

ON 
THE
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Middle RiverMiddle River

Landing MarinaLanding Marina  

1901 Old Eastern Ave1901 Old Eastern Ave

Essex, MD 21221Essex, MD 21221

Authorized Suzuki Repower CenterAuthorized Suzuki Repower Center

Suzuki Certified MechanicsSuzuki Certified Mechanics

410-686-0771410-686-0771

KWICKY 
CUSTOMS

located at Safe Harbor Marina 
in Bowley’s Quarters.  

Boats up to 45’
Lift Services 

& Drive Up Options.  
Expert Fiberglass & 
Gelcoat Repairs & 
Painting Services.  

Call Us Today!
410.937.2384

kwickeycustoms.com

“Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras”
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Monday thru Friday 9am - 4pm

IN SEASON OPEN
 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

Duffy 
Creek 
Marina

20 Duffy Creek Rd. 
Georgetown, MD
410-275-2141

duffy@duffycreek
marina.com

Bring your family, let’s go boating!

Quality 
Service For 

Over 65 
Years! 

CALL CAPTAIN JIM HIGH 410.404.3013

Middle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle River
BOAT RENTALS

410-404-3013

Autumn Fun Boat Rentals & Charters Bring the Party!
Pontoons are an excellent way to experience the Chesapeake Bay in the fall, offering a 
stable and comfortable platform for enjoying the region’s stunning autumn scenery and 
events. With cooler temperatures, fewer crowds, and vibrant fall foliage, it’s an ideal time 

for scenic cruises, wildlife watching, and exploring charming waterfront towns.

CALL CAPTAIN JIM HIGH TODAY 
FOR YOUR ROMANTIC CRUISE FOR TWO 

OR BRING THE PARTY!
410.404.3013
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By the late 70s, boating habits began to 
change. Instead of the weekend boat-
ing that their parents enjoyed, baby 
boomers began to migrate to more day 
boating.  
Several issues began to influence the 
boating habits of boaters. One of those 
was the divorce rate. Whereas the 
“greatest generation “had a very low 
divorce rate, the boomers rate of sep-
aration soared. This took a severe toll 
on family unity and family weekends on 
the bay. 
As we moved into the 80’s, spring-
time boating became impacted by 
the proliferation of youth sports ac-
tivities.  Boomer’s children flocked to 
field sports like soccer, lacrosse, soft-
ball, and baseball.  Many families had 
more than one child on fields during 
the weekend.  This impacted on the 

time available for readying the boat in 
spring. This condition continues to ex-
ist today. 
During the 70s and 80s, society be-
came accustomed to air conditioning. 
Homes, businesses and cars all en-
joyed the cool air.  When summer ar-
rived, families were less comfortable 
spending their weekend evenings on 
the boat but rather retreated to the 
comfort of a cool home. 
Marinas began to respond to these 
changes. Some marinas added swim-
ming pools. Electrical service was in-
creased on piers to accommodate the 
emergence of portable air conditioning 
units. Meeting places were developed 
to facilitate socialization.  Rest room 
facilities were modernized and upgrad-
ed.  An increase in waterfront restau-
rants blossomed on many tributaries 

and some marinas. All in an effort to 
increase the time boaters spent on the 
water. 
Boat manufacturers also responded 
to changing boating trends. No longer 
was the primary effort to design mod-
els to accommodate the maximum 
number of berths in a cabin. Builders 
began to add day usage boats to their 
product lines.  Power boaters saw the 
emergence of center console and bow 
rider models. Sailors enjoyed larger, 
more comfortable cockpits.  
As the 20th century began to close, 
Gen X began making their appearance 
on the boating scene. 
Next: “Now and Then”
Wayne E Miskiewicz -  
marinaadvisors@gmail.com

THE HISTORY OF RECREATIONAL BOATING ON THE BAY
Part 7 

"CHANGING TIDES"
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5676 S Hawthorne Ave Rock Hall, MD 21661
410-639-2263 | www.rockhallrailway.com

ROCK HALL 
MARINE RAILWAY

Marine Store | Travelifts | Service Buildings
Bottom & Topside Paint & Varnish | Slips

Boat Repairing | Boat Detailing | Fiberglss Repair

Winter Storage  
Inside or Outside!

We Own and
Maintain the

Fleet

You Sign
Up With
the Club

Get FREE,
Unlimited
Training

Reserve a
Boat and

Enjoy!

How the Club Works

www.FreedomBoatClub.com
MORE INFO:

CALL / TEXT
BRENT COUNCILL
202-930-0557

BOATING
MADE

SIMPLE

MARINE & RV SUPPLIES
3531 Augustine Herman Hwy (Cayots Corner)

Chesapeake City, MD

410-885-2455
upperbaymarineservice@yahoo.com

SKIP JACK SKIP JACK 
COVE MARINACOVE MARINA

MERCURY AUTHORIZED 
RE-POWER DEALERSHIP 150 Skipjack Rd. 

Georgetown, Md
410-885-2455

NEW SERVICE 
LOCATION & 
BROKERAGE 

OFFICE!
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The Mainstay in Rock Hall was found-
ed in 1997 as a non-profit music venue 
dedicated to presenting a wide variety 
of year-round concerts to the Eastern 
Shore. It is located at 5753 North Main 
Street.  
It was at this time that Tom McHugh, 

who began his teaching career in Kent 
County, returned to the area and be-
gan to stage informal concerts.  A local 
real estate mogul offered him the use 
of the vacant storefront that occupied 
N. Main Street, and the Mainstay was 
born. Tom and his volunteers wasted 
no time in developing weekly calen-
dars of music performances featuring 
top local and regional talent. The year-
round weekly programs at The Main-
stay have continued without interrup-
tion ever since.
The name gets its origin from the part 

of a sailing vessel that supports the 
entire superstructure and holds things 
together. Tom feels that the work of 
The Mainstay is to support, serve, and 
inspire the great arts communities of 
Rock Hall, Kent County, and the entire 
Mid-Atlantic.
All genres are presented at the Main-

stay, including jazz, bluegrass, folk mu-

sic, gospel, Celtic, classical, soul, and 
world music.  The earliest jazz concert 
dates back to jazz great Charlie Byrd.
The theater is quirky, fun, and 

cozy.  There are 120 mismatched 
chairs and a bar for snacks and drinks.  
The theater is frequently referred to by 
the media and their audiences as the 
best listening room in the Mid-Atlantic.
While admission is free for school-

age, high school, and college students, 
reservations are always recommended 
and can be made with a quick phone 
call to the ticket box.  Tickets for all 
others can be purchased by phone 
or at the door if seats remain.   There 
are also seasonal shows on the back-
yard covered stage, and these shows 
are confirmed usually 48 hours prior 
to the show based on the forecast for 
show night.  There is also a “datebook” 
which consists of 10 tickets that can be 
used for any concert, bring a date to 
5 shows, or attend 10 by yourself. The 
choice is yours.
The second Wednesday of each 

month is Open Mic Night.  Sign-up is 
on a first-come, first-served basis and 
is open to all genres, as well as origi-
nal poetry recitations and appropriate 

The Mainstay
By Kimberly Ann

short comedy bits.  These events are 
open to the public and no admission is 
charged. Thursdays are Pub Nites and 
the bar will open at 5 p.m. with music 
starting at 5:45 p.m. on the rear deck, 
weather permitting.  There is no cover 
charge for these events. Twice a year, 
The Mainstay Players take the stage, 
spotlighting the work of a specific music 
icon. These are shows you won’t want 
to miss.
So, check out the schedule of per-

formers online today and get your seats 
reserved early. And don’t forget to tell 
them that your friends at Upper Bay 
Boating Magazine sent you.

Tom McHugh
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443-655-3090  
Located At Baltimore Boating Center

2015 Turkey Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221

SHORELINE  
MARINE SERVICES

• Full Mechanical Repairs & Service 
• Full Summer Make Ready

• Fiberglass- Gelcoat Repairs. 
• Insurance Claim Specialists

• Bottom Paint 
(Ask About Our Concierge Service)

• 10% Discount For All Yacht Club Members

BOOK WINTER SERVICE NOW! MOBILE  

DETAILING  

DONE RIGHT 

& ON TIME

IN THE WATER, ON A LIFT, ON A TRAILER, 
AT YOUR HOME OR MARINA - FULLY INSURED 

CALL BLITZ NOW  
443-226-7127

blitzmobiledetailing.com

                      W
e Do It

 All a
nd 

mo
re!

BERNIES
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE

NEEDS BRING IT TO

BERNIES! 

Call for Details

410.780.4707
601 D Back River Neck Road

Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net

Accepts all major credit cards

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

Do ItItI AlAlA llll anana dndn

AUTOMOTIVE
COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE
Call us today

410-335-0458 
 to take advantage of the 

FIVE YEAR WARRANTY 
on All Brands of Motors and the 
MERCURY, SUZUKI & HONDA 

PROMOTIONS

CALL NOW! 410-335-0458
2925 Eastern Blvd, Middle River, MD 21220

We’ll put the pep back into your engine! 
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Authorized Dealer  
for Load Rite Trailers

Sales and Service
www.mallardmarineservices.com

As the tropical storm season comes to a close, 
we get to enjoy the changing of seasons. While 
autumn is a time to celebrate the harvest, it’s also 
a time to give thanks for another boating season! 
Remembering the days we actually got on the 
water, between the Florida-like afternoon thun-
derstorms that seemed all too frequent this year. 

Although I’m not in line for a pumpkin latte in 
August, Fall is my favorite time of year. The cool-
er weather is bringing much-needed relief from 
the heat and from my electric bill. Of course, this 
wonderful season is best known for its name-
sake - falling leaves. The colors inspire wonder 
and serve as a reminder to get the boat winter-
ized before it’s too late. 

While some consider leaves to be a nuisance 
when they fall, they provide habitat and nutrients 
for a lot of aquatic wildlife. From microscopic crit-
ters to bait fish, all thrive with the right brew of 
“watershed tea.” Our upland forests around the 
creeks and streams that flow to the Bay provide 
a specific blend that native species thrive on.

Another icon of the season is dead trees. Ad-
mittedly, downed trees are definitely a nuisance 
for all levels of boaters and paddlers, but in 
streams and small waterways, they help create 
debris dams, allowing smaller woody and leaf 
debris to get caught. These mini debris dams are 
crucial for allowing life to thrive throughout the 
stream, rather than being swept away with the 
next thunderstorm. Also called leaf packs, these 
pockets of rotting leaves and dead wood serve 
as spawning sites for species like hickory shad 
and yellow perch. They also serve as a nurs-
ery site for largemouth bass and stocked trout, 
providing food and, more importantly, protection 
from predators. 

So, as you pick the pesky leaves off your wind-
shield, remember they are actually helping next 
year’s catch to grow up! If you’d like to enjoy 
peak leaf color throughout Maryland, check out 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resourc-
es’ Fall Foliage Report. From late September 
through early November, Maryland DNR tracks 
foliage color change on a map by county show-
ing the movement from no change, near peak, 
peak, and past peak each week.  

A MAN’S NUISANCE  
IS A FISH’S DREAM

By Anne Sandbek
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Platinum Dealer & Factory Service

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials

on Mercury going on

NOW

premiermarinemd.com

UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP!

Now Owned & Operated 
by the Cianelli Family...

who currently own and operate  
Flying Point Marina, The Island at  
Flying Point Marina, and Cianelli  

Marine Construction, Inc.

WINTER STORAGE 
AVAILABLE FOR IN WATER, 
ON LAND, OR INDOOR DRY.

15 Grandview Ave. North East, MD 
443-900-3675 mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com

McDaniel Yacht Basin

Full Service Marina Able To Handle All Of Your 
Service, Maintenance And Installation Needs.

Full Winterization and Shrink Wrap available
Call Or Email For An Appointment! 

mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com  443-900-3675

49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 389-0100

WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

SALE PRICE
$15,195 

plus freight and prep.TRACKER  
1654 Sportsman  
30HP Mercury Tiller and Trailer
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October is the month that I truly look 
forward to when it comes to fishing. 
It’s early fall, and the weather is cool-
ing down. That also means that fishing 
for striped bass in the shallow waters 
of the upper bay is heating up. You all 
remember my formula for catching tid-
al fish: tide + current + structure and/
or cover + food source = the fish we 
set out to catch. The more you take 
away from the equation, the less your 
chance at success. This is especially 
true for my favorite type of fishing. 

Good shallow striper fishing can 
be found from the Patapsco to the 
Susquehanna, and on the Bay proper 
itself. Not every shoreline, jetty, point 
of bridge piling is going to hold fish. 
And when they do, it’s highly likely 
that it will be during one tide cycle or 
the other. Consider yourself fortunate 
if you have spots that are good in both 
tides. 

I have decades of experience fish-
ing the fall run. That being said, I am 
always looking for more places to fish. 
A great tool for both navigating and 
fishing is marineways.com. The web-
site/app gives you a topographical lay-
out, in depth, of the area you want to 
fish. You will need to switch the layout 
to feet versus meters. 

You will view break lines and depth 
along the shorelines. Submerged ob-
structions that often hold stripers are 
also marked. To be safe, I would con-
sider these depths to be taken at high 
tide. Zooming out to a wide expanse 

view allows you to imagine how the 
incoming or outgoing current flows 
past the rock piles, riprap, pilings, and 
break lines. This will help you deter-
mine the best tides for a given spot.

Even with modern technology, time 
on the water is the best teacher. Make 
the most out of your fishing time. Ob-
serve your surroundings, don’t just 
make 100 casts. How does the cur-
rent flow past a point? Is there a snag-
prone area? Is there a certain stretch 
along the bank where most of the 
fish are being caught? Logging down 
these and other tidbits will help you 
maximize your fishing time. 

Knowing how to use your onboard 
electronics is to your advantage. Even 
today’s most rudimentary GPS/fish 
finders have a feature that allows you 
to split the screen to view both GPS 
and sonar. This will allow you to line 
up and fish along a break line while 
looking for fish, baitfish, and abnor-
malities along the bottom. This is your 
way of finding the best spots along a 
contour line of depth change. 

Technology with apps and fishing 
electronics truly aids us in finding the 
best fish-holding spots. Tide charts 
help us determine when to be there 
when the current is flowing the best. 
These three elements of the equa-
tion are all fine and good. However, a 
good bait source is needed. You can 
watch your graph to see bait around 
the boat. Oftentimes, you can see 
schools bubbling or breaking through 

the surface. There are other instances 
where you get that waft of honeydew 
melon smell when you are downwind 
from the school. 

You have these hot spots for a rea-
son. Stripers know that these areas 
are prime feeding zones. When you 
don’t see baitfish, the question is, do 
you camp out on a spot, or do you hit 
some others and come back? The an-
swer lies in whether you are marking 
stripers or not. If they are hanging out, 
you should too.

I am basing my lure choices on the 
activity level of the stripers and the 
size of the baitfish. Surely surface ac-
tivity will have me casting a topwater 
lure. If the bait is small, my lure will be 
as well. If 4-inch shad or menhaden 
are fleeing through the surface, a pop-
per or spook in that size will be cast. 
Rattle traps in ¼-ounce and ½-ounce 
sizes match the size of baitfish will 
match the size of most baitfish in the 
shallows. For my soft plastic baits, I 
carry slender and wide-profile lures in 
3 to 4 ½-inch sizes. Rarely do I see 
baitfish larger than that in the shallows 
of the upper bay. 

Now that fall is here, the shallow 
striper bite is upon us. Each trip, I 
am basing the day on my tidal fishing 
formula. With today’s technology at 
home and onboard, and a trusted tide 
chart, I’ve got my game plan. Hitting 
my prime spots, I’m confident I’ll have 
a successful day.

TIPS FOR 

SHALLOW 
STRIPERS

By Tim Sherman
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“Cleaning up the Chesapeake through Education,
Collaboration and Hands-on Efforts to Protect the Future of

our Children “

Add a subheading

Your paragraph text

Farewell, Dear Friend

Ken McQuage was our top supporter and contributor but most of all, he was
our friend.  He was a very charitable person with donations, items he thought
you could use and most of all, his knowledge. He loved to read and research

many subjects, but most of all he loved the Chesapeake Bay and its many
tributaries. If he thought he could make a difference, he wanted to be

involved. 
Ken was also a master of connecting people that he thought may be able to
assist each other in their mission. Many years ago, he introduced Sam and I

to Coastal Conservation Association and we have made many lifetime
friends and connections there and after other introductions. 

One of the biggest
contributions Ken made to

Maryland Waterways
Foundation was his

support and interest in our
summer intern program.

He saw that we were trying
to fund an internship and
our goal and stepped in to
find what it would take to
make it successful.  Ken

would take an interest in every intern, learning their history, interest and future
goals. He would join in on field trips to Hart-Miller and Poplar Islands and

whenever needed. He is helping summer interns drag in an abandoned boat at
the boat ramp at Cox’s Point on Back River in the picture above. 

Ken was an enthusiastic boater, exploring the Chesapeake Bay, Erie Canal and
even England and Northern Europe. He also loved to hike, dance and read. He
spent a lifetime helping people with his Psychology practice and just in life. 

We appreciate all the support and guidance Ken offered us through the years
but most of all, we are so very happy to have had such a wonderful friend.

Rest in Peace Dear Friend
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701 Washington St., New Castle, DE

302-328-8541
www.almarsoutboards.net Pricing includes all rebates.

HOURS: Monday - Friday
8am - 5pm

CALL FOR GREAT PRICING ON NEW
& USED MERCURY OUTBOARDS

NO HIDDEN COSTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

90hp - 250hp 1 Full Year Warranty
Starting As Low As $5,495

Call for Details!

CALL US 
FOR GREAT 
DEALS ON 

NON-CURRENT 
POWERHEADS!

ALMARS

REMANUFACTURED
OUTBOARD ENGINE SALE!

All prices good 
while supplies last!

We Now Offer 
INJECTOR
SERVICE

with ONE Day 
Turnaround

100’s of Used 
Cowllings In 

Stock! Call for
Availability!

CALL NOW TO ORDER YOUR 4-STROKE!
THESE WILL GO FAST!

2.5Hp
3.5Hp
4Hp
5Hp

MOST CONFIGURATIONS
IN STOCK NOW 2.5HP-300HP!

Call for  Compatibility
and Complete Inventory!

6Hp
8Hp
9.9Hp
15Hp

20Hp
25Hp
50Hp
60Hp

75Hp
115Hp
150Hp
200Hp

150 
4-stroke

Black

175XL ProXS 
4-stroke 

Black

225XL 
4-stroke 

Black 

250 XL
4-stroke

White

CALL JACK FOR MOST CURRENT 
INVENTORY  & pRICING!

ATTENTION!
BLOWOUT 

pRICING ON ALL 
IN STOCK ENGINES! 

pRICES TOO LOW 
TO LIST! 

CALL NOW!

We Are A Full Service, Premier Mercury Outboard
Repair Center! Let Our Certified Mercury Technicians

Service Your Mercury Motor Needs!

SALE
NEW 150Hp
4-STROKE 

NOW IN STOCK
ALL CONFIGURATIONS 

pRICE TOO LOW
TO ADVERTISE

CALL NOW!

WE NOW 
HAVE 200Hp 
AND 250Hp 

pRO xS 
4-STROKES
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Looking for something different to 
do with the kids?   Interested in histo-
ry?   Mount Harmon Plantation offers 
spectacular views with 200 acres of 
waterfront nature preserve located at 
600 Mount Harmon Road, Earleville.  
The entrance driveway is amazing and 
was named “World’s End” on historical 
maps.  The view is breathtaking when 
you approach the Manor House.

The plantation originated as a land 
grant of 350 acres to Godfrey Harmon 
by the second Lord Baltimore. It was a 
prosperous tobacco plantation during 
the 17th and 18th centuries.   The plan-
tation was donated to a national pres-
ervation organization in 1974 so that 
it would be maintained and opened to 
the public.  In 1997, Friends of Mount 
Harmon, Inc., purchased the property 
with a mission to preserve and inter-
pret the plantation for the education 
and enjoyment of visitors.

Guided tours are offered May through 
October, Thursday through Sunday, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Day passes are also avail-
able; however, the buildings and manor 

house are not accessible for day pass 
holders, only the grounds, gardens, 
trails, and picnic areas.   These pass-
es are available year-round and good 
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Other buildings/areas on the planta-
tion include the Boxwood Garden, the 
plantation kitchen in its original build-
ing, the smoke house, slave quarters, 
tobacco barn, prize house, and the ed-
ucation center.   The nature trails pro-
vide easy access to the plantation’s 
scenic waterfront.   The entire plan-
tation is a nature reserve, so you will 
encounter all types of plants and wild-
life while there, but please do not pick 
flowers or disturb the plants or animals 
in any way.

Coming in October is the Revolution-
ary War & Colonial Festival featuring 
reenactments, cooking, encampments, 
and living history demonstrations. His-
tory will come to life with military skir-
mishes and drills.  There will be battle 
reenactments and, of course, a food 
court and tavern.

November brings the Paper Chase 

with a course spanning 7 miles along 
the Sassafras River.  Then, usher in the 
holidays with the Yuletide Festival on 
December 6th and 7th.  Shop for all the 
people on your list, browsing through 
handmade wreaths, decorations, Arti-
san crafts, and gifts.  The famous Yule-
tide Decorations & Greens Sale, tours, 
cooking demonstrations, and wassail in 
the colonial kitchen. The Yuletide Food 
Court and Open-Air Tavern will also be 
available this year. And of course, the 
Manor House will be decorated, putting 
everyone in the holiday mood.

Getting married this year?   Need 
to host the perfect rehearsal dinner?  
Want to wow the boss with a spectac-
ular location for your next corporate 
outing?   Check out the wedding and 
events packages at Mount Harmon.  
Blending waterfront settings with old-
world grandeur is their specialty.

And of course, when you do go visit, 
be sure to tell them that your friends at 
Upper Bay Boating Magazine sent you.

Mount Harmon Plantation
By Kimberly Ann
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Whether it’s for fishing, water skiing, or a day of cruising with the family,
Anchor Boats has new and pre-owned boats to fit your needs and your budget.

Call today or visit our large indoor heated showroom, open 7 days a week!

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BOATING!

BUILT TO LASTBUILT TO LAST


