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CONTACT US TODAY! Shelter Cove Yacht Basin 230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901 
www.parkersellsboats.com 443-553-2518 

List Your Boat With Us Today, 
Our Inventory is Selling Fast!

2000 33’ Rinker Vista Vee T/5.0 EFI  $24,800

 31’ Sea Ray 290 Amberjack T350  50 hrs.  $62,700

2018 29’ Monterey  $98,7010

2004 22’ Glacier Bay   $24,999

2006 23” Crownline 235 CCR 5.7 Bravo 111 $14,800

2000 Mainship 390 Trawler $124,460

1987 Chris Craft 42 Tournament  T/ Detroit DSL only 12 hrs  $114,400 2007 Carolina Skiff 198 DLV 115 HP Merc 4 stroke  $22,400

2016 Jeanneau 30’ NC9 260 HP Volvo Diesel $178,400 2006 Regal 2565 5.7 Volvo w/ trailer $36,000

BUYING
A BOAT!
• Financing, Insurance,  
    Title & Registration, 
• License Delivery Captain 
    will train to operate boat,  
    docking, navigation,  
    tie lines, etc., at no charge.
• Yacht Broker-Dealer Bonded,  
    Liability Insuranced.

SELLING 
YOUR BOAT!
• Comprehensive  
    Advertising Program
• Customer list of over 50k  
    to market your boat.
• Sold over 2,500 boats.
• Sell and ship boats locally  
    & worldwide.
• Free appraisal,  
    and market analysis.



www.RiveRsideMaRine.coM  •  sales@RiveRsideBoats.coM

600 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
ESSEX, MD 21221

410.686.1500

Riverside Marine 
service center

specializing in Repowers, electronics 
installs, and engine services

oPen 302

vR6 outBoaRd t20cc

t25ex

oPen 282 oPen 232

Huge saving on in-stock 
Boats all suMMeR long!
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UBBM
Upper Bay Boating Magazine

2206 Turkey Point Road, Essex, Maryland 21221 
410-404-3013 | www.upperbayboating.com

Upper Bay Boating Magazine, LLC., is published 8 times a year, and distributed around the waterfront of the upper bay, along with Pasa-
dena, Kent Island, N Delaware, and SE Pennsylvania.Neither the publication nor any of the company’s employees are responsible for the 
advertising or advertising claims contained herein. The publisher disclaims any liability regarding product pricing, claims, descriptions, 
availability, or condition. We exercise reasonable care in checking copy for accuracy. However,  no warranty is expressed or implied by 
the company or its employees regarding product errors, omissions or misprints. Opinions of writers not necessarily those of the publisher. 
No material in this publication may be used without prior permission from the publisher. Copyright 2020, Upper Bay Boating Magazine, 
LLC., All Rights Reserved. Contact us at 410-404-3013, or email: TheViking38@gmail.com

THE PLAYBUOY

UPPER BAY BOATING CREW!

We are members of the Baltimore Co. Marine Trades Association  
& Upper Bay Marine Trades Association

Jim High 410-404-3013 TheViking38@gmail.com 
Dave Bielecki 410-937-6866 DaveBielecki@aol.com
Katie Groom 410-382-4968 katiegroom@comcast.net 
Events listings from non-profits and advertisers are free.  
Listings may be sent to the above address or emailed to: TheViking38@gmail.com  
All are welcome, there is no charge for charitable events.

5 Marinating with Jim High 6 Seasonal Beauty By Wendy Gilbert | Contributing Editor  
8 Curiosity Didn't Kill the Cat 12 New Boat Break In! 18 Great Frogs Winery  
20 Fall Striper Lures 22 Bet it Ain't Bait 23 Tow BoatUS 24 Chester River Packet Co.  
26 Boat Dogs 28 Good Humor Spot 30 History of Recreationl Boating on the Bay  
32 UBP! 34 My Buddy Chris 38 Trawler Fest 2025 40 Chesapeake Dock Bar

Publisher: Jim High
Publisher Emiritus: Dave Bielecki 
Administration: Kisha Soth
Production & Graphic Design: Carol Pappas 
Features Editor: Wendy Gilbert
Photography: David Sites, Thomas Bentz
Contributing Writers: Wendy Gilbert, Tim Sherman, Doug Dawson, Kimberly Ann,  
Alan Keene, Mark Galasso, Montana Grant, Dale Plummer, Anne Sandbek, James Duffy

Mobile 
443-415-1337 

United Yacht Office 
772-463-3131 

2015 
Turkey Point Rd, 

ESSEX
 Maryland 21221 

baltimoreboatingcenter.com
brenda@unitedyacht.com

BRENDA 
WILMOTH  
Professional 

Yacht Broker.

Serving Boaters 
Nationwide 
for decades. 

Florida Yacht 
Broker 

Licensed too! 

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES: 



Welcome, Pussers Landing, now in Baltimore 
at Lighthouse Point, less than one year after 
leaving Annapolis.

Marinating Marinating withwith  Jim HighJim High
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Holy @@#$! Just like that - the 
kids are back in school (which 
for some is a good thing). For 
me, personally, I believe they 
should be all be able to be out 
of school from Memorial Day 
weekend Tuesday to Labor 
Day Weekend Monday! Less 
than half the state’s counties 
public schools follow my advice. 
What’s with that?

WHISKEY TANGO FOXTROT don’t be scared… There is 
still plenty left to this year’s boating season! Some of the 
very best boating, not too hot, not too cold, extra quiet time 
rafted up without all the big crowds. Now that Labor Day is 
over, all the amateurs are off the water. The boats are more 
local, and the tourists are gone! OKAY, who am I fooling? 
This SUCKS! I love Summer and I’m gonna miss the Sum-
mer of 2025, but I hope you all had a good one!  I’m already 
planning my trips this winter to Florida.

Swimming in the Inner Harbor? This past July, there was a 
huge event going on in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. I’ve swum 
in the Inner Harbor. I dove in the Inner Harbor three times. 
Once for a pair of Ray Bans, again for a friend’s Rolex, and 
a third time because I was stupid and fell in! The water at 
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor is not swimmable for the most part. 
There’s a lot of trash and soluble materials, but the visibili-
ty can be quite clear – sometimes up to 10 to 12 feet. The 
problem that never seems to be reported is that the second 
we have rain, a storm, or gully washer… THE WATER IS 
HORRIBLE! But that’s okay because the PAIN KILLERS at 
PUSSERS are awesome!

Captain Jimmy’s Nautical 
Suggestion for September
Never forget Red, Right, 
Returning. Here’s a better 
way to think about it:
Red is on your right when-
ever you are going up-
stream.
When going upstream, the 
numbers count up.
When going downstream, 
the numbers count down.
If your marker is 1 or 2, 

you have just entered a 
new upstream river, creek, 
canal, etc.

The Sublime Boating  
Moment Gone Wrong

The family is all together! The boat fires up just fine! The 
coolers are full, the subs are safe, and the chips are crisp! 
The water is calm, and the weather is 85 degrees. You are 
heading down the Bohemia River for a cruise up the C and D 
Canal… when you hear the loudest sound ever, coming from 
the stern of the boat!!! You recognize it immediately… not an 
alarm… not a bilge fire… not a blown engine or hole in the 
power head! Nope, it’s your six-year-old daughter scream-
ing because she had forgotten her IPAD! When she says 
it, another issue injects! And you soon discover that 

your son forgot his Android! And then 
your wife’s phone goes off, and it’s 

your in-laws calling. Just like that 
the boat is turning around! 
Side Note: The in-laws are NBHs  
(are you surprised?)
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By Wendy Gilbert Contributing Editor

SEASONAL BEAUTY,  
BOUNTY AND BASS AWAIT

Visit us at www.whistleys.com

WE BUY BOATS
Let us know what kind of boat you have

Send a message or call  

410-570-9150
ryan@whistleys.com

We’re happy to offer a unique brokerage experience with a 
track record to prove it. We pride ourselves in getting your 
boat sold quickly. We often buy boats directly from our  
customers for an even easier experience. Let us know what 
kind of boat you have, and we can discuss the best approach.  

We offer Wash/Wax/Detail/Shrink Wrapping services 
to get your boat ready to list and looking its best.

These anchorages offer a mix 
of solitude, natural beauty, and 
easy access to nearby towns 
and parks. Anchorage locations 
and features:
Hart-Miller Island:
Location: Near the mouth of 
Middle River, Baltimore County
Highlights: Sandy beach, bird-
ing, bike rentals, restrooms 
Fishing Battery Island:
Location: Near Havre de	
Grace, at the mouth of the 	
Susquehanna River
Highlights: Wildlife refuge,	  
sandy bottom, walkable island 
Still Pond:
Location: Eastern Shore, 	  
Sassafras River
Highlights: Deep water, pro-	
tected cove, great for cruisers 
Woodland Creek:
Location: Sassafras River
Highlights: Excellent holding, 
wind protection, quiet spot

For some, myself included, 
September and October are 
prime months for boating on 
the Upper Chesapeake Bay 
- cooler temps, less compe-
tition for prime spots, and 
stunning fall scenery are 
on the list. We do, however, 
need to stay sharp for a few 
shifts ahead:
SEASONAL HAZARDS  
& CONDITIONS
• CHANGING WEATHER:	
Autumn brings unpredict-
able winds and sudden cold 
fronts. Always check fore-
casts before heading out.
• SHORTER DAYLIGHT	 
HOURS: Sunset creeps ear-
lier each week - plan your 
return to avoid navigating in 
the dark.
• FOG FORMATION: Cooler 
mornings can bring dense 
fog, especially near riv-
er mouths. Use radar and 
sound signals when visibility 
drops.
• DEBRIS FROM STORMS: 
Fall storms may wash logs 
and branches into the Bay 
- stay alert, especially near 
tributaries.
WILDLIFE & FISHING 
ACTIVITY
• FALL MIGRATION: Ex-

pect increased bird activity -  
ospreys, herons, and water-
fowl are on the move.
• STRIPED BASS SEA-
SON: Rockfish are active 
and legal to catch - watch 
for fishing boats and respect 
casting zones.
• REDUCED JELLYFISH:	
 Sea nettles fade with cooler 
water, making swimming and 
anchoring more pleasant. 
BOATING TRAFFIC & 	
EVENTS
• WATERFRONT FESTI-
VALS: September and Octo-
ber are packed with events 
like seafood festivals and 
boat shows - expect crowd-
ed marinas and anchorages.
• CHARTER ACTIVITY: 
Many visitors book fall char-
ters for sightseeing and fish-
ing - give space to larger 
vessels and tour boats.
• MILITARY ZONES: Be 
aware of restricted areas 
near Aberdeen Proving 
Ground - check charts for 
no-go zones.
MAINTENANCE & PREP
• WINTERIZATION PLAN-
NING: Start prepping your 
boat for off-season storage 
- schedule haul-outs early to 
avoid the rush.

Worton Creek:
Location: Eastern Shore
Highlights: Peaceful, great 	  
sunsets, avoid west wind
Dobbins Island:
Location: Magothy River
Highlights: Popular raft-up	  
spot, sandy beach, 7–12 ft depth
Eagle’s Cove:
Location: North side of 
Gibson Island, Magothy River
Highlights: Sheltered 	  
anchorage, 9–12 ft depth
Black Hole Creek:
Location: Magothy River
Highlights: Quiet anchorage, 	
7–10 ft depth
Bodkin Creek:
Location: Near Patapsco River 
and Chesapeake Bay junction
Highlights: Easy access,	   
9 ft. depth	  
Stoney Creek:
Location: Off the Patapsco River
Highlights:  Convenient Location, 
good shelter

• FUEL DOCK CLOSURES: 
Some marinas reduce hours 
or shut down services after 
October - call ahead before 
refueling.
 

Now then, where to?
These anchorages offer a 
mix of solitude, natural 
beauty, and easy access to 
nearby towns and parks. 
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YOUR BEST CHOICE FOR WINTER 
Havre de GraceHavre de Grace

•  Convenient to Baltimore, •  Convenient to Baltimore, 
    Wilmington & Philadelphia    Wilmington & Philadelphia
• Museums, shops and restaurants   • Museums, shops and restaurants   
    within walking distance    within walking distance

D-I-Y or Full ServiceD-I-Y or Full Service
• Discount Marine Supply Store• Discount Marine Supply Store
• Equipment & Expertise for any job• Equipment & Expertise for any job

Winter Storage Hotline  Winter Storage Hotline  443-209-1101443-209-1101
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BLUE CRAB
Scientific Name: Callinectes sapidus
Local Name: Chesapeake Blue Crab
Average Life Expectancy: 3–4 years
Major Predators: Humans, striped 
bass, red drum 
EASTERN OYSTER
SN: Crassostrea virginica
LN: Bay Oyster
ALE: 10–20 years
MP: Humans, oyster drills, starfish 
STRIPED BASS
SN: Morone saxatilis
LN: Rockfish
ALE: 10–30 years
MP: Sharks, humans, seals 
ATLANTIC MENHADEN
SN: Brevoortia tyrannus
LN: Bunker, Pogy
ALE: 3–5 years
MP: Ospreys, bluefish, humans 
WHITE PERCH
SN: Morone americana
LN: Perch
ALE: 6–10 years
MP: Striped bass, herons, humans 
AMERICAN EEL
SN: Anguilla rostrata
LN: Eel
ALE: 15–20 years
MP: Herons, humans, larger fish 
SPOT
SN: Leiostomus xanthurus
LN: Norfolk Spot
ALE: 3–5 years
MP: Bluefish, humans, seabirds 

ATLANTIC CROAKER
SN: Micropogonias undulatus
LN: Croaker
ALE: 4–8 years
MP: Sharks, humans, larger fish 
BLUEFISH
SN: Pomatomus saltatrix
LN: Snapper
ALE: 9–12 years
MP: Sharks, humans, larger bluefish 
SUMMER FLOUNDER
SN: Paralichthys dentatus
LN: Fluke
ALE: 12–15 years
MP: Sharks, humans, larger fish 
BAY ANCHOVY
SN: Anchoa mitchilli
LN: Anchovy
ALE: 1–2 years
MP: Striped bass, bluefish, seabirds 
CHANNEL CATFISH
SN: Ictalurus punctatus
LN: Catfish
ALE: 6–20 years
MP: Humans, otters, larger fish 
HOGCHOKER
SN: Trinectes maculatus
LN: Mud Flounder
ALE: 5–7 years
MP: Blue crabs, larger fish, birds 
ATLANTIC STURGEON
SN: Acipenser oxyrinchus
LN: Sturgeon
ALE: 60+ years
MP: Humans, sharks (juveniles) 
 

DIAMONDBACK TERRAPIN
SN: Malaclemys terrapin
LN: Terrapin
ALE: 25–40 years
MP: Raccoons, humans, foxes 
MUMMICHOG
SN: Fundulus heteroclitus
LN: Killifish
ALE: 2–3 years
MP: Birds, larger fish, crabs 
SHEEPSHEAD MINNOW
SN: Cyprinodon variegatus
LN: Minnow
ALE: 1–2 years
MP: Birds, larger fish, crabs 
HORSESHOE CRAB
SN: Limulus polyphemus
LN: King Crab
ALE: 20–40 years
MP: Sharks, humans, sea turtles
SOFTSHELL CLAM
SN: Mya arenaria
LN: Steamer Clam
ALE: 10–12 years
MP: Humans, crabs, rays
HARD CLAM
SN: Mercenaria mercenaria
LN: Quahog
ALE: 30–40 years
MP: Humans, crabs, starfish

Perfect boating weather this summer 
often led to perfectly long waiting peri-
ods at the boat ramp. Not exactly help-
ful at this stage, I frequently wander the 
shoreline to wait it out. And it’s there I 
find the carp carcasses, the blue crab 
claws (sans owner), and half-eaten cat-
fish. They lie there amongst the rocks, 
rotting in the hot sun. Oh yum.
Ever the curious soul, I asked my new 
A.I. Guy, whom I call Professor So and 
So, just how long the myriad inhabi-
tants of my beloved Chesapeake Bay 

can expect to live before being perma-
nently beached. 
And then I wondered what predator 
“got” them. Anglers? Invasives? Lions?
Oh, no, that’s Denmark. I saw a bit on 
the news this morning about a zoo in 
that country proposing to feed near-
death pet cats and dogs to the lions. I 
suppose that will cut down on vet bills…
But I digress.
Here’s what Professor So and So and 
the Big Book of They had to say on the 
subject:

CURIOSITY  
Didn’t Kill The Cats
By Wendy Gilbert
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• Gas, Diesel, Pumpout
• Pool • Nettle-Free Beach
• 50 Channel Cable TV • Ship’s Store
• Slipholder Fuel Discounts • 50T Lift  
• Full Service and Parts • Mechanics on Duty 6 Days  
• A/C Heads & Laundry • Picnic Peninsula  
• Water Taxi Serice to Moorings
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6 - 8
PM

EDDIE JOHNSON

FLEET STREET BLUES

Nashville recording artist/songwriter with a
real passion for playing REAL Country Music
while incorporating a touch of Southern Rock

Amazing, Soulful Performers ...
1000% House Rockin’ Blues

“FRIENDS-RAISER”

FRIENDS OF HART MILLER ISLAND AND MARYLAND WATERWAYS FND.  IS A 501C3, NON-PROFIT, ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE ISLAND AND ITS PATRONS

*PERFORMANCE TIMES ARE SUBDJECT TO CHANGE

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

GIVE US A CALL IF YOU WANT TO SPONSOR, DONATE A BASKET OR GIFT CARD OR VOLUNTEER.
PAUL 410-218-8432 / KAREN 443-983-2945

SEPTEMBER 27 , 1pm - 8pmth

CHARLY’S SUE CREEK
2015 TURKEY POINT RD, ESSEX, MD 21221

Join us for a fun-filled event with great food & drinks at Charly’s.
Awesome Live Music, Raffles, Laydowns, Cool Auction Items.

TBD

Join us to learn more about Hart Miller Island, its history and many
amenities. Help us raise the much needed funds to provide the

necessary resources to maintain the island and clean waterways
leading to HMI.
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When we buy a new boat, 
it may be used, old, reno-
vated, or a hand me down. 
To us, it is a “New Boat”. All 
of us Nautical Nuts have 
had our share of boats that 
we need to break in for the 
first time. This means the 
boat, but also the motors, 
trailers, and accessories. 
Until the boat is in the water, 
we don’t know what our New 
Boat actually is.

Whether in Montana, or 
the Chesapeake Bay, the 
Boat Break In process is 
the same. My fishing bud-
dy “Meatstick” and “Handy 
Randy” just bought new 
Lund fishing boats. They 
were used and in relatively 
great shape. Together we 
are figuring out how they 
work.

If you don’t own your own 
boat, having Boat Bud-
dies is the way to go. Help 
in any way you can and be 
a good crewmember. This 

will lead to many trips and 
fun days on the water, with-
out spending a boatload of 
money, and time repairing, 
storing, and cleaning the 
watercraft. 

The other day, Meatstick 
wanted to hit our local lake 
and try out his new Lund. 
It’s only 2 years old and has 
all kinds of gizmos, gad-
gets, and goodies on board. 
Since Meatstick is an early 
riser, this meant I had to get 
up before sunrise. When we 
hit the boat ramp, no one 
else was even awake yet. 

We removed the boat cov-
er, added our gear, and 
unstrapped the boat. My 
job was to back the boat 
down the ramp, with him 
onboard. I am experienced 
at the backing up, but Meat-
stick had yet to practice the 
launch. He told me where 
and how deep to back into 
the slip and used a manual 
bow release to disconnect 

the bow hook. Nothing hap-
pened. The boat was run-
ning but not sliding off the 
trailer. He told me to go back 
deeper when I noticed that 
the boat, and trailer, were 
floating. Fortunately, there 
were no spectators.

Meatstick had forgotten to 
detach the stern straps. 
There was one on each 
side holding the boat onto 
the trailer. I drove out of the 
water and unhooked the 
straps. Now we were ready 
for launch test #2. Meatstick 
smoothly backed the boat 
off the trailer, and I used the 
4wd setting to easily drive 
off the slippery ramp so I 
could park the rig.

Everything, new or not, is 
new to learn. We put our 
heads together and gradual-
ly figured out the electronics, 
electric motor, trolling kicker, 
and rod holders. Everything 
on a new boat from the cov-
er clips, beverage holders, 

to the anchor line has a trick 
to it. You can read directions 
all day long, watch You-
Tube videos until your eyes 
pop out but until it becomes 
hands on, your new learning 
will not sink in.

We were prepared to fish 
but figuring out how to use 
the electric motor and kicker 
required some investigation. 
We put our heads together 
and gradually figured out the 
steps needed to troll. 

Many of us have owned 
boats but modern elec-
tronics, clips, and con-
trols have dramatically 
changed. Having a men-
tor that is experienced with 
technology, fishery, or rules 
can be priceless and save 
time. No one wants to be a 
Goggin on the water so do 
your homework before you 
launch.

Anchors aweigh!
Montana Grant

NEW BOAT 
BREAK IN!
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Visit us at the     Annapolis Powerboat Show
October 2-5 in exhibit spaces

Land 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 99, & 100, Dock E2 slips 99 & 100

 LEADER 12.5 WALKAROUND LEADER 12.5 WALKAROUND

 LEADER 10.5 WALKAROUND LEADER 10.5 WALKAROUND

NC 895 WEEKENDER NC 895 WEEKENDER 

NC 695 WEEKENDER NC 695 WEEKENDER 

LEADER 9.0 WALKAROUNDLEADER 9.0 WALKAROUND
LEADER 9.0 CENTER CONSOLELEADER 9.0 CENTER CONSOLE

 Rudy Marine announces “We have a new Edgewater, MD.  
location at South River Marina”.  Jeanneau boats on display.

These Jeanneau affordably priced luxury cruising 
boats will be at the Annapolis Powerboat Show!

32606 DuPont Blvd
Dagsboro, DE 19939

South River Marina located at  
1061-A Turkey Point Rd 
Edgewater, MD 21037
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BUON APPETITO
ITALIAN AMERICAN SPANISH CUISINE
405 MACE AVE ESSEX | 410-574-4024

WE CATER ON OR OFF PREMISES

WE’RE OPEN
SUN - THUR 11AM TO 9PM 
FRI & SAT 11AM TO 10PM

buonappetitoessex.com

ON & OFF PREMISE CATERING WEDDINGS • BIRTHDAY PARTIES • BABY SHOWERS • ANY EVENT / REUNION
410-574-4024 | buonappetitoessex.com | buonappetito410@gmail.com

Wednesday Ribs Night Thursday Steak NightTuesday Lobster Night

MID-WEEK SPECIALS
Hang out on the deck  

with us this summer!
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BoatUS Makes Boating Better 
     BoatUS has been looking after recreational 
boaters since its founding in 1966. The BoatUS 
mission has always been to fight unfair taxes, fees, 
and regulations that single out boat owners and to 
work with state agencies to promote boating laws 
that make sense. Over the decades many more 
benefits have been added.  Of course, as the local 
BoatUS towing company, we know our Unlimited 
towing plans are the #1 benefit of BoatUS 
membership. Here is a list of a few of our other 
favorite member benefits to help you make the 
decision to become another one of our local 
satisfied members.    
Towing - As an Unlimited or Unlimited Gold Towing 
member you have access to Free on-the-water 
services 24/7/365 from professional TowBoatUS 
operators nationwide. Local knowledge, fast 
response and more boats in more ports guarantee 
member satisfaction. 
Insurance - BoatUS and GEICO have teamed up to 
provide a great boat insurance policy at a great 
price. Serviced by boating experts and backed by 
the nation’s second largest auto insurance 
company, coverage options for boaters of all kinds 
can’t be beat  
BoatUS Magazine – Our award-winning publication 
provides recreational boating skills, DIY 
maintenance, safety, news, lifestyle and personality 
profiles, and insight from top experts delivered six 
times a year exclusively to our members.  
BoatUS Foundation - Our nonprofit BoatUS 
Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean Water 
provides tools such as online safety courses, grants 
and education programs to keep boating safe and 
water clean, and on-the-water training to make us 
all better boaters. 
Discounts - BoatUS offers discounts to our Members 
through strategic partnerships to save on a variety 
of services and products. Over 1,200 businesses 
nationwide offer discounts on fuel, transient slips, 
repairs and more when you present your valid 
membership card.  
MMSI Registration - Maritime Mobile Service 
Identity (MMSI) is a unique 9-digit number that is 
assigned to a (Digital Selective Calling) DSC radio or 
an AIS unit. MMSI numbers are free for BoatUS 
members or $25 for non-Members. Go to 
boatus.com/MMSI for the complete scoop. 

BoatUS App – The 
BoatUS app offers the 
fastest way to get a tow, 
access your insurance, 
member discounts and 
more. Download it for 
free from the App Store 
for iPhone or iPad, or 
Google Play. 
Boat Graphics - For over 
20 years, BoatUS Boat 
Graphics has delivered 
outstanding service in supplying boaters with custom 
graphics and lettering. Our experts ensure that 
unique designs are delivered to you quickly.  
     Come see us at the Annapolis Boat Shows In 
October, save $50 on membership and learn more 
about BoatUS benefits and services.  

Visit us on the BoatUS Bridge at the 
Annapolis Power and Sail Shows 

October 2-12 to get your renewal discount! 

$125 
Unlimited 

Towing 
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Here’s to the Night

Essex day

Festival

50th   
Annual

Experience
Eddie Johnson

Social Drinking

SAT., SEPT. 13, 2025

JOIN US AT THE LARGEST
ONE-DAY FESTIVAL IN
BALTIMORE COUNTY!

- FREE ENTRY -

400-600 EASTERN BLVD.

LIVE MUSIC   FOOD TRUCKS  150+ VENDORS  
CAR SHOW   KIDS ZONE   PONY RIDES 

JOHNNY VEGAS KARAOKE  
COMMUNITY STAGE  BEST HON CONTEST

ESSEXDAYFESTIVAL.COM

TM

MOBILE  

DETAILING  

DONE RIGHT 

& ON TIME

IN THE WATER, ON A LIFT, ON A TRAILER, 
AT YOUR HOME OR MARINA - FULLY INSURED 

CALL BLITZ NOW  
443-226-7127

blitzmobiledetailing.com
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This month we are going to hop on 
over (see what I did there ?), to Great 
Frogs Winery located at 3218 Harness 
Creek Road in Annapolis.  The vine-
yard is situated on a peninsula sur-
rounded by Harness Creek, Aberdeen 
Creek, and the South River. And the 
grounds and views are spectacular.

Originally founded by Don and Bar-
bara Segal and currently owned by 
Nathanael and Andrea O’Sullivan, 
the winery is very hands-on in the ap-
proach to winemaking.  The Segals 
were recognized for their quality red 
wines, including “Meritage” and “Powa-
tinika”.  And the winery has continued 
this award-winning tradition with many 
of their wines winning awards over the 
years.

The “Powatinika” is a dry red blend 
grown right on the premises and is 
named after the Red Cross summer 
camp that was located behind the vine-
yard.  The “Meritage” is a smoky blend 
with leathery aromas of blackberry and 
plum, and would go great with a great 
steak.  The “Share the Love Rose” and 
“Share the Love White” were excellent.  
The rose has a dry fruity taste, and the 
white is a crisp white blend.  Plus, the 

names are awesome.  The “All Hands 
on Deck” and “Full Sail” dessert wines 
also had cool names and tasted good, 
too.  My chardonnay companion loved 
the “Estate Chardonnay Reserve”.

Great Frogs enjoyed great success 
in the early days, but a terrible torna-
do in 2020 almost forced the closure 
of this great winery.  They lost about 
400 vines, furniture was destroyed and 
thrown about, and a corner of the old 
barn was taken off.  

Luckily for us, Great Frogs not only 
survived but are back to producing 
their very tasty local wines and thriving.  

You can enjoy your tasting inside or 
outside on the patio; however, for in-
side seating, reservations are strongly 
encouraged.  Tastings are self-guided, 
and most guests stay about 2 hours.  
Cheese, charcuterie, crackers, and 
non-alcoholic beverages are available 
for purchase.    If you are going to be 
seated on the patio, you can bring out-
side food, but no outside beverages, 
please.

The patio area is open for guests 
who wish to enjoy a tasting, a bottle, 
or a glass of wine.  There are different 
events listed on their website at: www.

greatfrogs.com/events.  Imagine an 
evening on the patio listening to great 
music, sipping great wine, relaxing, or 
playing corn hole with some friends.  
Sounds like heaven to me.

A premium tasting runs $35 per per-
son with 8 decanted wines followed by 
a glass of your favorite.  These are only 
offered indoors, so get your reservation 
in.  The En Plein Air Tastings are four 
3-oz samples of wine per person and 
cost $60/per couple.  

If you fall in love after your visit, you 
can become part of the wine club.  
There are two different levels to the 
club, but both enjoy wines quarterly, 
discounts on all purchases, admission 
to a premium tasting (for 2 people), and 
admission for two to club parties (4 per 
year), along with many other benefits.  
Check it out on their website.  You can 
also find information and event sched-
ules on their Facebook page: Great 
Frogs Winery. 

So, whether you call ahead and 
make a reservation for indoor seating 
or just pop on over to the patio for a 
night out remember to tell them that 
your friends at Upper Bay Boating 
Magazine sent you.

GREAT FROGS Winery
By Kimberly Ann
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80 & 25
Ton Lifts

A FULL SERVICE MARINA & BOATYARD ON BEAR CREEK 410-431-1736  
Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station | Onsite amenities include: 24 Hour Emergency Service • Security System in the Marina • Restaurant and Tiki Bar • Heat/AC Bathrooms 

• Private Showers & Laundry • Free Wi-Fi • Ship Store • Ice • PET FRIENDLY, Pet Walk Area  • Marine Sanitation Pump-Out Facility • Packaged Goods

www.anchorbayeastmarina.com

Indoor Dining Please check in for seating upon arrival. Outdoor Dining Weather permitting!   
Friendly leashed dogs area. ONLY Service-dogs with vests permitted indoors.Tiki bar open year-round! Friday @3pm Saturday & Sunday @12pm

“Just north of Key West” in Dundalk, MD
Open daily 6:30am-10pm (11pm Fri & Sat)

@ ANCHOR BAY EAST MARINA 
(443) 348-9998

SEPTEMBER MUSIC LINE-UP
Wed. 9/3 Jim Lewis 6-9pm
Thurs. 9/4 Simpli Rythmic 6-9pm 
Fri. 9/5 Mark Jacob 6-10pm
Sat. 9/6 Idiot Box 1-5pm / SVV Duo 6-10pm
Sun. 9/7 Heavy Soul 12-4pm / No Music/Ravens Game
Wed. 9/10 A52 Unplugged 6-9pm
Thurs. 9/11 Tony Ladieri 6-9pm
Fri. 9/12 My boy Blue 6-10pm
Sat. 9/13 Changing Our Name 1-5pm / Jesse Moody 6-10pm
Sun. 9/14 No Music/Ravens Game 12-4pm / Troll Tribe 5-9pm
Wed. 9/17 David Eric Reed 6-9pm
Thurs. 9/18 Ray Wroten 6-9pm
Fri. 9/19 Tims Piano Show 6-10pm
Sat. 9/20 Anthony B 1-5pm / Roy Wright 6-10pm
Sun. 9/21 Cool Change 1-5pm / Eric Kearney 6-10pm
Wed. 9/24 Brody Wingate 6-9pm
Thurs. 9/25 Keith & Chuck 6-9pm
Fri. 9/26 Patrick Donovan 6-10pm
Sat. 9/27 Nick Doty 1-5pm / Joe & Travis 6-10pm
Sun. 9/28 Good Noizz 12-4pm / No Music/Ravens Game

HARDYACHT.COM
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Later this month, fall will be rolling in. 
This is by far my favorite time of year to 
chase stripers. With each passing day, 
air temps become cooler and fish move 
shallow. Admittedly, I am a target-ori-
ented fisherman, casting to shorelines 
and shallow submerged structure and 
cover. I run from spot to spot, deploy 
the trolling motor, and cast to the areas 
that I know consistently have stripers.

Knowing where they are is just one 
part of the puzzle. You have to know 
what is going to entice them into biting. 
Through my years of chasing stripers, 
I have come to rely on a concise set 
of lures for fishing the shallows – shal-
low being 10 feet or less, and 10 feet 
is stretching it. Within this set of lures, 
there is a variety of colors, and sizes. 
And in some cases, how you rig a lure 
or how you tie it on makes a difference.

Let’s start with soft plastic baits. I 
carry both paddle tail swim baits and 
straight and forked tail flukes (or soft 
jerkbaits).   For the swimbaits, I use 
several sizes and two body shapes. 
My choice is predicated on the food 
source. My paddle tails range in the 3 
to 4 ½-inch range. I use both slender 
and broad profile bodies. Skinny baits 
such as Zman Minnowz and Lunker 
City Swimfish resemble silversides and 
bay anchovies. Wide-body baits such 
as the original Sassy Shad and Lunker 
City Shaker, portray shad and perch.

The standard rigging for swim baits 
is to thread them on a jig head. Howev-
er, the longer of the slender body lures 

– Diesel Minnowz and Swimfish – can 
be rigged on a weighed widegap worm 
hook or swing head rig. The lures will 
have a more natural swimming action 
when used this way. It’s difficult, if not 
impossible, to rig the broad profile lures 
this way.

Soft plastic jerkbaits also come into 
play. I use sizes from 3 ½ to 5 inch-
es. Most often, these are rigged on a 
jig head and jigged or swum along the 
bottom. Let’s not forget about rigging 
them as they were originally designed. 
The larger sizes rigged weightless on a 
widegap worm hook gives them a slow, 
injured presentation for an easy meal. 

When it comes to colors for soft 
baits, I keep it simple. Standard hues 
like albino shad, chartreuse/white, and 
milky chartreuse are must-have colors. 
These three will likely catch stripers 
anywhere in the bay. I will also stock 
shad pattern baits and pearl with gold 
and/or silver glitter. It’s a matter of 
which color works on any given day.

A lipless crankbait, or rattle trap as 
the class of lure is commonly known, 
is next on my list. I use two sizes and 
couple of different brands. I’ve been 
victim to being outfished by a partner 
with a ¼-ounce bait when all I had 
were ½-ouncers. You know I now have 
both sizes. 

There are differences across the 
brands of rattle traps. Some are slim-
mer than others. Some have a tinny 
sound, while others have a thud or 
knocking sound. The original Rat-L-

Trap is slim and has more of a rattle, 
while the Booyah Bait Co. One knocker 
is a bit wider and has a deeper tone. 
You may have to find which trap works 
best with size, shape, and rattle. When 
it comes to colors, I cast natural shad 
and perch hues. In stained water and/
or overcast skies, I cast these same 
patterns with more of a dulled-down 
finish.

I never pass up casting topwater 
lures for stripers in fall. I’ll cast them to 
current-flushed shorelines where strip-
ers lie in ambush. Of course, I also cast 
them into a feeding melee. I keep two 
styles on hard, popper, and walkers. 
Poppers cause more of a commotion 
as their concave lip throws water as 
they lurch forward with the twitch of the 
rod. Surface walking lures work side to 
side, giving an injured baitfish presen-
tation. 

My sizes are 3 to 4 ½-inches. Even 
aggressive fish can be keyed in on the 
size of the baitfish and reject a lure that 
doesn’t match the size. Like the rattle 
traps, I cast mostly natural pattern sur-
face lures. On an overcast outing, I’ll 
likely cast a dull chartreuse color.

Day by day, shallow water striper 
fishing will improve on the upper bay. 
Over the years, I have learned to sim-
plify my lure selection. Every day is dif-
ferent, and you may have to find the 
right size, shape, and color that draws 
the strike. Once you are dialed in, you’ll 
have an awesome day in the shallows.

Fall Striper 
LURES

By Tim Sherman
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           Located on t e Beautiful Sassafras River

           Located on t e Beautiful Sassafras River

Covered Shed Docks • Cafe 
Floating Docks • Wi-Fi • Gift Shop 

Pool • Activity Center
Air-Conditioned Bath Houses and Laundry

Within Walking 
Distance Of �
Waterfront  
Dining
Fully Stocked
Marine  
Store

2 George St. Georgetown, MD 21930
Marina Office 410-275-1144

Store 410-275-2666
WWW.sassafrasharbormarina.com

We are a  
Maryland 
Clean 
Marina

 FULL SERVICE CENTER & 70 TON TRAVEL LIFT  

TRANSIENTS
WELCOME
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Tired of reeling in the big ones? 
Boat docked for repairs? Is your fa-
vorite dock packed? It's time for a new 
challenge! Trade out the traditional 
rod and reel for a smaller set of gear 
and head out to a creek or stream in-
stead.

What's the smallest fish you've ever 
caught? Not the normal question, 
but a new twist on the oldest game 
around. From identifying the species 
to racking up a life list, microfishing is 
gaining momentum. This quirky spin 
on fishing originated in Japan and tar-
gets fish that are 4-6 inches, like scul-
pins or minnows.  Although some folks 
in Japan specialize in Tanago fishing 
and try to catch fish no bigger than a 
coin, coming in at only ¾ inches! De-
spite that tiny measuring stick, small 
fish create a whole new challenge for 
anglers. 

According to a survey conducted by 
the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources in May 2025, out of the 
921 responses, 25 percent of people 

actively microfish. Unsurprisingly, a 
large majority of respondents want 
to support conservation efforts with 
an emphasis on native fish diversi-
ty. When the waves are too choppy 
to take the boat out, micro-fishing is 
a fun way to explore the diversity of 
Maryland’s small creeks and streams 
instead.

Rods can be home-made, or you 
can use a cane pole or a fly rod you al-
ready have in the garage. Plus, reels 
are optional, making it a low-stakes 
new hobby. As with any hobby, you 
can get as much gear as you’d like! 
Tiny hooks (in the 20 to 30 range) and 
2-lb test or less line are typically used. 
Inside tip -- buy pre-threaded hooks! 
That way, this fishing trip is enjoyable 
and not filled with knots too tiny to see. 

It’s advisable to use the most trans-
parent line possible since the little 
guys can be a bit jumpy! Stealth and 
gentle casts are key to not spooking 
them. Fluorocarbon line is a great 
choice in clear, slow-moving water.

So, what do you use to bait the 
“bait”? Microbaits, of course! Mag-
gots, wax worms, and even dough are 
some popular choices. Other tiny gear 
you may want includes small scis-
sors, needle-nose pliers, and a pho-
to tank.  The small pliers make catch 
and release of the tiny fish easier, and 
a small photo tank, like a fish tank 
breeder isolation box, is a good idea 
to make sure the little guy survives 
your impromptu photo session.

A few widespread species to get 
your new “life-list” going are the Blue 
Ridge Sculpin (Cottus caeruleomen-
tum), Blue spotted Sunfish (Ennea-
canthus gloriosus), and Tessellated 
Darter (Etheostoma olmstedi).

Interested in getting started? Check 
out microfishing.com for tips and leads 
on tackle. A Maryland fishing license 
can be purchased at mdoutdoors.
maryland.gov. Proceeds of which 
support the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources’ conservation pro-
grams.

Bet It Ain’t Bait
By Anne Sandbek
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We Own and
Maintain the

Fleet

You Sign
Up With
the Club

Get FREE,
Unlimited
Training

Reserve a
Boat and

Enjoy!

How the Club Works

www.FreedomBoatClub.com
MORE INFO:

CALL / TEXT
BRENT COUNCILL
202-930-0557

BOATING
MADE

SIMPLE

Middle RiverMiddle River

Landing MarinaLanding Marina  

1901 Old Eastern Ave1901 Old Eastern Ave

Essex, MD 21221Essex, MD 21221

Authorized Suzuki Repower CenterAuthorized Suzuki Repower Center

Suzuki Certified MechanicsSuzuki Certified Mechanics

410-686-0771410-686-0771

443-655-3090  
Located At Baltimore Boating Center

2015 Turkey Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221

SHORELINE  
MARINE SERVICES

• Full Mechanical Repairs & Service 
• Full Summer Make Ready

• Fiberglass- Gelcoat Repairs. 
• Insurance Claim Specialists

• Bottom Paint 
(Ask About Our Concierge Service)

• 10% Discount For All Yacht Club Members

BOOK WINTER SERVICE NOW!
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If you are like me, you are probably 
thinking, just what is a river packet 
company?  Well, the River Packet is a 
65-foot classic yacht that offers charter 
cruises on the scenic Chester River.  
The River Packet can carry between 
35 and 50 guests in a climate-con-
trolled salon, open air forward bow, 
and upper deck.  There is limited seat-
ing both indoors and out on the decks.

So, what is a packet boat?   These 
boats were used to transport mail, 
passengers, and freight up and down 
smaller rivers across Europe and North 
America during the 18th and 19th cen-
turies.  As they were typically powered 
by sail or steam, they could navigate 
the smaller and shallower rivers.  This 
River Packet is not 100 percent rep-
resentative of all packet boats or this 
type of vessel, but it is a nice tribute to 
the era and that class of boats.

The River Packet was built by Scara-
no Boat Builders, located in New York.  

The vessel actually debuted as the 
Seneca Chief, navigating the waters 
of Seneca Lake in upstate New York, 
then moved to the Florida Keys, South 
Carolina, and is now located in Ches-
tertown.  Once moved to Chestertown, 
the River Packet was completely refur-
bished by local craftsmen.

The River Packet provides public 
cruises from April to November, usual-
ly on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday 
evenings.  If there are no private cruis-
es scheduled, they may run Saturday/
Sunday afternoon public cruises.  For 
an evening cruise, you will spend two 
hours traveling along the Chester Riv-
er while enjoying spectacular sunsets 
over the banks.   Food is included in 
your ticket price, and there is a cash 
bar available.   Saturday afternoon 
cruises are a 90-minute cruise up and 
down the Chester River with beverag-
es and a cash bar available.  There is a 
Sunday brunch cruise that is two hours 

long, and includes a hearty brunch 
menu with a cash bar available.

You can check out their website at 
https://chesterriverpacketco.com/pub-
lic-cruises/ for the schedule and to pur-
chase tickets.   The cruises are fami-
ly-friendly, and children’s tickets are 
available.  Your cruise will depart from 
the foot of High Street, and boarding 
generally begins 15 minutes before 
sail time.

Looking for a great venue to host a 
reception or your next corporate meet-
ing?  Check out the details of their pri-
vate cruises.   Getting married?   The 
River Packet makes a perfect venue 
for the ceremony and reception.  What 
could be more beautiful than a wed-
ding cruising along the Chester River?

Whether you book your wedding, a 
corporate event, a private cruise, or a 
public cruise, be sure to tell them that 
your friends at UPPER BAY BOATING 
MAGAZINE sent you.

CHESTER RIVER PACKET COMPANY
By Kimberly Ann
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701 Washington St., New Castle, DE

302-328-8541
www.almarsoutboards.net Pricing includes all rebates.

HOURS: Monday - Friday
8am - 5pm

CALL FOR GREAT PRICING ON NEW
& USED MERCURY OUTBOARDS

NO HIDDEN COSTS
NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

90hp - 250hp 1 Full Year Warranty
Starting As Low As $5,495

Call for Details!

CALL US 
FOR GREAT 
DEALS ON 

NON-CURRENT 
POWERHEADS!

ALMARS

REMANUFACTURED
OUTBOARD ENGINE SALE!

All prices good 
while supplies last!

We Now Offer 
INJECTOR
SERVICE

with ONE Day 
Turnaround

100’s of Used 
Cowllings In 

Stock! Call for
Availability!

CALL NOW TO ORDER YOUR 4-STROKE!
THESE WILL GO FAST!

2.5Hp
3.5Hp
4Hp
5Hp

MOST CONFIGURATIONS
IN STOCK NOW 2.5HP-300HP!

Call for  Compatibility
and Complete Inventory!

6Hp
8Hp
9.9Hp
15Hp

20Hp
25Hp
50Hp
60Hp

75Hp
115Hp
150Hp
200Hp

150 
4-stroke

Black

175XL ProXS 
4-stroke 

Black

225XL 
4-stroke 

Black 

250 XL
4-stroke

White

CALL JACK FOR MOST CURRENT 
INVENTORY  & pRICING!

ATTENTION!
BLOWOUT 

pRICING ON ALL 
IN STOCK ENGINES! 

pRICES TOO LOW 
TO LIST! 

CALL NOW!

We Are A Full Service, Premier Mercury Outboard
Repair Center! Let Our Certified Mercury Technicians

Service Your Mercury Motor Needs!

SALE
NEW 150Hp
4-STROKE 

NOW IN STOCK
ALL CONFIGURATIONS 

pRICE TOO LOW
TO ADVERTISE

CALL NOW!

WE NOW 
HAVE 200Hp 
AND 250Hp 

pRO xS 
4-STROKES



We welcome pictures of 
your boat, boat dog, family 
& friends having a good 
time on the bay. Also, if 
you are a writer, please 
get in touch with us 
- you may become a  
regular columnist.

Boat Boat 
  Dog  Dog

Upper Bay Boating 
MAGAZINE  

26							       	     			                 Upper Bay Boating

TheViking38@gmail.com

Calli and Otto, kickin back on the creek Captain Riggs on watch

Chase his first boat ride on the bay Maverick & Gunner

Harris on board!
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O c t O b e r  2 - 5

Come for the Show
Leave with a Lifestyle

For tickets and more information, visit AnnapolisPowerboatShow.com

 Over 400 Boats  |  350+ Exhibitors  |  Free Expert-Led Seminars

Largest Powerboat Show North of Fort Lauderdale
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Marina
ting 

with 
Jim’s...

Marina
ting 

with 
Jim’s...

The Good Humor  

The Good Humor  

          
     Spot

          
     Spot

Upper Bay
Boating Magazine

What do two oceans 
say when the touch 

each other? 
Nothing, they just wave!

Six old cod-
gers in their 90s decide they 
are going to fish the White 
Marlin Open. They charter 
a 1968 38’ Viking to take 
them out to the canyons. 
They pay their admission 
to the WMO, gather up all 
their gear, and head to the 
WMO a few weeks ago… 
NOT KNOWING how wrong 
it was going to GO! The first 
day out in the canyon, not 
even a nibble. The second 
day, not even a bite… Then 
on the third day of fishing, 
they land a rather large 
white marlin worth bringing 
to the scales. The Old Vi-

king 38 hobbles into 
Harbor Island Mari-
na. They back up to 
the scales, and allow 
the officials to help 

them with the fish. It 
is hoisted up into the 

air, and the officials ask 
them to stand in front of the 
101-pound fish.
Finding out they had won 
the whole tournament, and 
with all the cameras on 
them, including the huge 
Live Cam and Television 
Cameras, all of a sudden, 
they look horrified and all six 
scramble out of sight!!! The 
MC and announcer states, “ 
They are either very shy or 
having an affair.” The whole 
incident goes VIRAL on Tik 
Tok! Come to find out they 
told their wives they were 
going to a Coldplay concert 
and promised they weren’t 
going to go fishing!

An elderly couple walks into a boat deal-
ership. They walk up to their salesperson 

and tell him they would like the boat 
they picked out earlier that day. They 
inform the person that they brought 
a check for $75K. The salesman 
points to a very long-legged young 
lady across from them and tells the 

couple he sold it to her. The elder-
ly man says, “but, but, but… that’s 
the one we wanted. You said $75 
was your bottom line, and here is my 

check!” The salesman looks at the 
young lady and says, “Sorry folks… but you can’t blame 
me!” The elderly man asks if she got a discount. The 
salesman says that he did take 10k off for her. Just then, 
the long-legged, long-haired Barbie-type blonde walks up 
to the three of them. She hands the elderly couple the 
boat keys and says, “ I love you, Grandpa. Told you he’d 
fall for it.”

A man is skydiving, en-
joying his free-fall, when 
he realizes that he has 
reached the al-
titude where he 
must open his para-
chute. So, he pulls on the 
rip cord, but nothing hap-
pens.
“No problem,” he says to 
himself, “I still have my 
emergency chute.” So, 
he pulls the rip cord on 
his emergency parachute, 
and once again, nothing 
happens.
Now the man begins 
to panic. “What am 
I going to do?” he 
thinks, “I’m a gon-
er!”
Just then, he sees a man 
flying up from the earth to-

ward him. He 
can’t figure 

out where this 
man is com-

ing from, or 
what he’s 

d o i n g , 
but he 

t h i n k s 
to himself, “ M a y b e 
he can help me. If he can’t, 
then I’m done for.”
When the man gets close 
enough to him, the sky-
diver cups his hands and 
shouts down, “Hey, do you 
know anything about para-

chutes?”
The other man re-

plies, “No! Do you 
know anything 
about fueling 
powerboats?”

UNLUCKY PARACHUTIST

A HUSBAND, WIFE, 
AND A BOAT!  
The husband goes to the of-
fice of the local Marine Po-
lice to report to the sergeant 
that his wife is missing.
Husband: My wife is miss-
ing. She went out on the 
boat yesterday and has not 
come home.
Sergeant: What is her 
height?
Husband: Gee, I’m not sure. 
A little over five feet tall.
Sergeant: Weight?

Husband: Don’t know. Not 
slim, not really plump.
Sergeant: Color of eyes?
Husband: Sort of brown, I 
think. Never really noticed.
Sergeant: Color of hair?
Husband: Changes a couple 
times a year. Maybe dark 
brown now. I can’t remem-
ber.
Sergeant: What was she 
wearing?
Husband: Could have been 
pants, or maybe a skirt or 
shorts. I don’t know exactly.

Sergeant: What kind of boat 
did she leave on?
Husband: She went on my 
boat.
Sergeant: What kind of boat 
was it?
Husband:   Well, it’s a 2024 
40-foot Red Fountain with 
Twin Mercury 350’s, stain-
less steel 21 pitch props, A 
full T Top with Garmin Ra-
dar, GPS, and the most up-
to-date Simrad Fish Finder 
money could buy. It has 
red and yellow striped up-

holstery, Sea Dek decking 
pads, Windlass, red and 
gold rocket launchers. The 
Mercury engine cowlings 
are customized, and the gi-
ant name on the side of the 
boat is GOLD DIGGER. Oh 
yeah… and there is a small 
scratch on the starboard 
side toward the bow about 
8 inches under the gunwale.
  At this point the husband 
started choking up.
Sargeant: Don’t worry, bud-
dy. We’ll find your boat.
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In 1608, Captain John Smith 
embarked on two voyages 
to explore the Chesapeake 
Bay. According to his jour-
nals, the water was remark-
ably clear. Observing the 
bay’s bottom, he noted that 
oysters were “as thick as 
stones.” It’s estimated that, 
at that time, the oyster pop-
ulation could filter and clean 
the entire bay in just a few 
days.
By the late 19th century, 
overfishing had dramatically 
reduced the oyster popula-
tion. Today, that population 
is estimated to be only about 
1 percent of what it was in 
1608.
As the Baby Boom genera-
tion came of age in the late 
1960s, many embraced en-
vironmental causes - par-
ticularly the deteriorating 
health of the bay. In 1967, 
the Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation was formed. Their 
blue “Save the Bay” bumper 
sticker became a clarion call 
for action. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) 
was established in 1970, fol-
lowed by the passage of the 
Clean Water Act in 1972.
By the late 1970s, boaters 
began converting direct-dis-
charge marine toilets to 
marine sanitation devices 
(MSDs), and marine facili-
ties started installing holding 
tank pump-out systems.
In 1982, Maryland passed 
its Stormwater Management 
Law, requiring new develop-

ments to include retention 
ponds to collect runoff. Two 
years later, the Chesapeake 
Bay Critical Area Protection 
Act was enacted. This law 
defines the Critical Area as 
all land within 1,000 feet of 
the mean high-water line. 
Commercial and residen-
tial properties within this 
zone must adhere to strict 
guidelines for any proposed 
changes.
Boaters and marinas have 
long held a vested interest 
in the health of the Chesa-
peake. Today, most marine 
facilities participate in the 
voluntary Clean Marina Pro-
gram, which promotes the 
use of best management 
practices among marinas 
and their boating customers.
Despite these efforts, pol-
lutants continue to flow into 
the bay’s streams, creeks, 
and rivers - often originating 
far upstream in the expan-
sive watershed.  This is es-
pecially true of stormwater 
runoff from New York and 
Pennsylvania, which travels 
down the Susquehanna Riv-
er to the Conowingo Dam. 
In 2011 Tropical Storm Lee, 
sent tons of debris over the 
dam, creating a silty plume 
throughout the bay.
Boaters and invested wa-
terfront property owners re-
main committed to the ongo-
ing fight to “Save the Bay.”
Next: “Changing Tides”
Wayne E Miskiewicz 
marinaadvisors@gmail.com

THE HISTORY OF RECREATIONAL BOATING ON THE BAY
Part 6

“SAVE THE BAY”
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MARINE & RV SUPPLIES
3531 Augustine Herman Hwy (Cayots Corner)

Chesapeake City, MD

410-885-2455
upperbaymarineservice@yahoo.com

SKIP JACK SKIP JACK 
COVE MARINACOVE MARINA

MERCURY AUTHORIZED 
RE-POWER DEALERSHIP 150 Skipjack Rd. 

Georgetown, Md
410-885-2455

NEW SERVICE 
LOCATION & 
BROKERAGE 

OFFICE!

BOAT AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

QUICK & EASY LAUNCH

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

WEATHER PROTECTION

PRIME LOCATION

SUNSETHARBORMD.COM

D I F F E R E N C E

GIVE US A CALL!

KEEP YOUR BOAT SAFE AND USE IT WHENEVER YOU NEED!

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E

410-687-7290

Middle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle RiverMiddle River
BOAT RENTALS  
& CHARTERS

410.404.3013

Summer Fun!
BOAT RENTALS & CHARTERS

Bring the Party!

CALL  
CAPTAIN 
JIM HIGH 

410.404.3013

WHAT HAPPENS 
ON THE PONTOON 

STAYS ON THE 
PONTOON!
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UBP! 
Upper Bay Picking

Upper Bay Picking	  
is a Maryland tradition.	  
Boaters are already attracted to the 
water and everything that’s in and 
around our wonderful Chesapeake 
region. Native peoples also were 
drawn to the flavors and bounty of 
the Bay.

Maryland Blue Crabs are the	  
prime attraction for feasting�  
in the Bay region. 	  
Some folks look at crabs as spiders 
or just gross, but true Bay Believers 
love this amazing marine decapod. 
The Callinectes Sapidus is hard-
shelled, bound, and jointed, but also 
savory and tasty. Chesapeake Bay 
crabs are simply the BEST!
Bay Boaters often have more than 
one boat. One boat may be for fam-
ily cruising, another for fishing, and 
a smaller one for crabbing. Running 
trot lines and pots is a summer tra-
dition. Chicken necking off the pier is 
also a fun and fruitful way to gather 
crabs.
Once you have a steaming pot full 
of “Jimmies”, it’s time to get out the 
Old Bay and season away. Once the 
crabs are steamed, it’s time to pick 
and feast on these Bay favorites. 
 

Crab Feasts do not have to be on 
land. Here are some crab feasts 
and picking ideas.

Boat Feast   If you have a boat with 
a large open deck, set up a table and 
gather around. The drinks can go into 
the boat cooler. If you have steamed 
the crabs ashore, you can keep them 
warm in an insulated box or ice chest. 
Spread picking paper and get out the 
hammers. 

Corn adds to the Picking Party. 
This, too, can be kept warm in the 
same box as the crabs. A large in-
dustrial trash bag will help contain 
the mess. 

Beach Picking Party      You can 
also anchor near a beach and set up 
your Picking Party. On one trip, we 
had a small floating table that served 
as the picking platform. We stood in 
the water and picked away. Clean up 
was a breeze. 

Shore Picking is also fun, but bugs 
can be a concern. The Therma cell 
insect deterrent will keep the mosqui-
tos away while you pick. Or consider 
some sort of folding screened house 
or gazebo. 
If you can’t catch a potful in one day, 
build a storage container that floats 
by your pier. Add to the floating stor-
age bin as you check a pot or catch 

a few daily. It may take a week, but 
eventually, you will be steaming pot 
ready. Be sure to check for crabs that 
are about to become soft crabs. Keep 
them separate. 

Pier Picking   Some of my water-
front friends added a floating dock 
alongside their pier. This allowed 
them to place the picking feast on 
the dock so pickers could feast while 
standing in the water. 

Fresh produce enhances the 
Picking party. Fresh cantaloupes, 
watermelons, and tomatoes go well 
with an Upper Bay Picking event.
If there are folks who simply do not 
like crabs, you can always make a 
boil that includes seafood that they 
prefer. Shrimp, mussels, clams, sau-
sage, crayfish, or lobsters should 
meet everyone’s needs. 

Save dessert for last. Brown-
ies and ice cream are always a hit. 
Snowballs made with a hand shaver 
can be a sweet ending to the picking 
party. Both are Maryland traditions.
No matter how you plan your Upper 
Bay Picking party, it will be memora-
ble. The crabs will be sweeter, fresh-
er, and tastier than anywhere else. 
Pick the best seafood found in the 
Chesapeake Bay with your friends, 
family, and crew!
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John 3:16

FOR IMMEDIATE SAME DAY SERVICE, 
CALL OR TEXT PICTURES TO THE OWNER DIRECTLY: 

(443) 677-1408

Contact us today to arrange boat towing services for 
your unwanted vessel. We proudly serve residents of 
Baltimore, Maryland, as well as those in Annapolis, 

Columbia, Glen Burnie, Alexandria, and DC.

Your boat will be disposed of 
with no risk to the environment. 

GUARANTEED!

Specializing in Insurance 
Boat Recovery & Boat Removal

SAFE BOAT,RV,CAMPER DISPOSAL SERVICES

& BOAT  

REMOVAL

5676 S Hawthorne Ave Rock Hall, MD 21661
410-639-2263 | www.rockhallrailway.com

ROCK HALL 
MARINE RAILWAY

Marine Store | Travelifts | Service Buildings
Bottom & Topside Paint & Varnish | Slips

Boat Repairing | Boat Detailing | Fiberglss Repair

Winter Storage  
Inside or Outside!

SKIP TOLLEY 
410-935-7500 CaptainWaterfront.com
7939 Honeygo Blvd. Baltimore, MD 21236

WHEN BUYING OR SELLING  
A BALTIMORE COUNTY WATERFRONT 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
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I was leaving the following 
morning for a much-need-
ed vacation in Florida for a 
week or so. It was late Feb-
ruary, and this particular 
winter had seemed to drag 
on and on. I hadn’t fished 
since early December and 
finally put the boat to bed af-
ter winterizing the motor and 
bilge, something I should 
have done months ago. I 
wasn’t going to use it again 
until April and was just trying 
to finish off my winter check-
list. I was actually starting to 
pack a suitcase when the 
phone rang. The caller ID let 
me know who it was, and I 
hesitated. But after a few 
rings, I picked up.

I hadn’t talked to my bud-
dy since fishing season end-
ed, so I was a bit intrigued. 
Over the years we had not 
only fished together but also 
worked together. “What’s 
up? He asked. “Not much 
I replied.” “Just packing for 
Florida, I added.” “Do you 
know anybody who has a 
boat up near Wye Landing 

that’s still in the water? He 
countered. “Nope was all I 
could come up with. Might 
be a few gill netters working 
up there. But I don’t know 
them.” I knew the yellow 
perch run was just starting, 
so maybe a few commercial 
guys were up there checking 
things out. He informed me 
that he knew the Perch was 
running and that’s why he 
happened to be up there. He 
had grabbed a buddy and 
ran up the river in a 23-foot 
cat boat. It wouldn’t have 
been any big deal except he 
hit a mud bar doing 20 knots 
and was hard aground.

I dreaded his next an-
nouncement/request. But 
it WAS my worst fear. “Can 
you come get me?” There 
isn’t anyone at the Wye 
Landing ramp, so it’s a piece 
of cake, he went on. He said 
he was a few miles upriver 
from the ramp. I told him I 
was on my way, but it was 
going to take me a couple 
hours. He laughed and told 
me they weren’t going any-

where! So, I unwinterized 
the boat. Took off all the 
covers and threw a fishing 
rod and a couple weights 
on the boat and towed her 
to Wye Landing. The park-
ing lot was empty except 
for his truck and trailer. So, I 
launched the boat and head-
ed upriver, nice and slow, 
until I ran out of water. And 
there he was. Still fishing in 
about 10 inches of muddy 
water. One look at his water-
line and anyone could tell he 
was hard aground.

I couldn’t even get close 
enough to throw him a line. 
And neither one of us was 
going to duckwalk through 3 
feet of mud to the other boat. 
I knew I brought the fish-
ing rod for a reason. I tied 
on my heaviest weight and 
cast it over his boat. Pretty 
good cast if I do say so my-
self. Thank God my 5-ounce 
weight didn’t hit them or the 
boat. He got out his anchor 
line and tied it to my line and 
I reeled it in. We were prob-
ably a hundred feet apart. I 

made a quick bridle and tied 
it off on my stern. My boat 
was perpendicular to his, but 
I thought maybe I could spin 
his bow around. No dice. I 
could see the mud starting 
to build on his boats side. It 
was hopeless. And the tide 
was still going out! And the 
sun was going down.

I heard a small boat head-
ing our way. A few minutes 
later, a young fellow in a 
small Jon Boat came run-
ning up the small channel. 
He was well weighted down 
with a small box of gill net 
and some stakes and tubs. 
He was throwing a pretty 
good wake, and I could see 
some muddy waves rolling 
along the shoreline. I hailed 
him down. I think he was 
laughing, but I’m not really 
sure. It was obvious what 
was going on, and he asked 
if he could help. We devised 
a plan where he would cre-
ate wakes, and I would pull 
at the same time and see if 
we could swing my buddy’s 
boat around. It worked. With 

Photo Courtesy: Anne Arundel County 
Association of Realtors's post

SEE PAGE 36

MY BUDDY 
CHRIS
By Captain Mark Galasso
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BRAND NEW DOCKS! Repower Center | Marine Store
Fairwinds Marina 1000 Fairwinds Drive, Annapolis, MD 21409 | (410) 216-0205 | www.fairwindsmarina.com

WE HAVE  NON-ETHANOL 

Magathy River • Annapolis, Maryland

www.fairwindsmarina.com

800 Chester Road, Middle River, MD
(410) 335-8613 | bowleysonthebay.com

Join us for an amazing lineup of live music,  Join us for an amazing lineup of live music,  
waterfront views, and great vibeswaterfront views, and great vibes

SEPTEMBER MUSIC LINE-UP
SAT. 9/6 | 6pm Dean Crawford & The Dunn’s River Band
SUN. 9/7 | 3pm Kaleidoscope
FRI. 9/12 | 6pm The Sunrise Highway Project
SAT. 9/13 | 6pm Rick Olaguer & The Post
SUN 9/14 | 4pm Back In Time
SAT. 9/20 | 6pm Sound Storm
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each set of waves, I was able to swing that Cat a little until 
we were lined up. Once the Cat was free, I had to shorten 
the tow line so I wouldn’t run aground on the other side. 

Just as the sun disappeared, he was free, and I was ex-
hausted. He thanked me and his buddy REALLY thanked 
me. But in typical fashion, his next statement floored me. 
“Hey, the tide’s coming back in and I KNOW the perch are 
up there just around the corner. We’re going to see if I’m 
right.” I thought his buddy was going to jump into my boat. I 
put her in gear and headed towards the landing. I heard him 
yell. “We’ll let you know how we do!” I thought to myself, I 
don’t care. I’ll be in Florida.

That evening, I talked to two friends who apparently, tried 
to call before me. They never answered their phones. They 
must have had the buddy filter that I didn’t have. The sto-

ry didn’t surprise them one bit. If you 
think about it, we all have that buddy. 
He (or she) is the one who gets us in 
and out of trouble. They’re also the 
ones that fuel our adventurous side 
and help us create memories that will 
last us a lifetime. Every fishing trip I’ve 
done with this individual, I can remem-
ber like it happened yesterday.

Like the time we were in Mexico just 
after a hurricane, and he wanted to 
go fishing. There was the time in Pun-
ta Cana when I promised my wife I 
wouldn’t go fishing, but he had a Pan-
ga pick us up on the beach, only to al-
most get swamped by a 10-foot wave 
on the reef. Or probably my favorite 
when we took my 21 Parker 8 miles 
offshore a few days before Christmas 
in 25 knot winds to catch a few fish 
for his birthday! Only to release them 
before running back to Rudy Inlet in 
the dark and driving my boat and trail-
er all the way back to Kent Island. And 
what really defined my buddy was the 
fact that we had to stop in Salisbury 
at a Dairy Queen in the mall to get 
Blizzards at midnight. It was almost 
Christmas, for God’s sake, and I was 
already freezing! 

My Buddy, Chris Coile, passed 
away recently from complications 
due to Parkinson's. In his 80 years 
on this earth, he accomplished more 
than most people could if they lived 
to be twice that age. He was an ac-
complished musician, rancher, fly fish-
erman, real estate professional, and 
developer. He started numerous en-
terprises, all of which were wildly suc-
cessful. In his first year alone in real 
estate, he did over a million dollars in 
sales. That was 57 years ago when he 
was only 23! He will be sorely missed. 
I can only imagine the stories he’s tell-
ing his buddies in heaven. And the fact 
is, they're all probably TRUE.

MY BUDDY CHRIS

Authorized Dealer  
for Load Rite Trailers

FROM PAGE 34
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Platinum Dealer & Factory Service

114 Carroll Island Rd.
Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

REPOWER
Sales Specials

on Mercury going on

NOW

premiermarinemd.com

                      W
e Do It

 All a
nd 

mo
re!

BERNIES
AUTOMOTIVE

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE

NEEDS BRING IT TO

BERNIES! 

Call for Details

410.780.4707
601 D Back River Neck Road

Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net

Accepts all major credit cards

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

Do ItItI AlAlA llll anana dndn
AUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK

SERVICE

UNDER NEW 
OWNERSHIP!

Now Owned & Operated 
by the Cianelli Family...

who currently own and operate  
Flying Point Marina, The Island at  
Flying Point Marina, and Cianelli  

Marine Construction, Inc.

WINTER STORAGE 
AVAILABLE FOR IN WATER, 
ON LAND, OR INDOOR DRY.

15 Grandview Ave. North East, MD 
443-900-3675 mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com

McDaniel Yacht Basin

Full Service Marina Able To Handle All Of Your 
Service, Maintenance And Installation Needs.

Full Winterization and Shrink Wrap available
Call Or Email For An Appointment! 

mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com  443-900-3675
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You might be asking what is Trawler 
Fest?  Well, Trawler Fest is Passage-
maker’s stand-alone series of boat 
shows designed for cruising enthusi-
asts. This year Trawler Fest will cruise 
into Baltimore’s Inner Harbor from Sep-
tember 23 through September 27.

Trawler Fest is an exciting experi-
ence for newcomers and avid cruisers 
alike.   It is a series of events/shows 
that make a stop here in Baltimore, 
which focuses on education.   There 
will be over 20 different seminars 
that boat enthusiasts can attend that 
are hosted by industry professionals.  
These seminars are open to anyone 
preparing for a future boat purchase, 
beginning their boating adventure, 
and even those who have been cruis-
ing for years.   There is something for 
everyone in these seminars.  You can 
check out the schedule and sign up at:  
www.passagemaker.com/event-new/
trawlerfest-baltimore/trawlerfest-balti-
more-2025-tickets-on-sale-now/.  

Some topics covered include “The 
Other Loop: The Down East Circle,” 

discussing scenic waterways of the 
Down East Loop and practical informa-
tion for planning this trip.  Another sem-
inar offered is “All Paws on Deck” for 
those who love to boat with their four-
legged companions.   Safety and pet 
first aid will be discussed, as well as 
great accessories to have onboard to 
make cruising easier for you and your 
pet.   There are seminars on engine 
care, navigating and charts, weather 
forecasts and weather apps, anchor-
ing, and so much more.

There are on-the-water seminars 
as well, such as “Boat Handling on 
the Water” and its prerequisite course 
“Docking & Close Quarters Boat Han-
dling”.  These courses help you devel-
op skills in close-quarters maneuvering 
and docking.  

The In-Water Boat Show is on Thurs-
day and Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  The shows are 
hosted at Harbor East Marina located 
at 40 International Drive.  You can con-
tact Ryan Davidson at ryan.davidson@
firecrown.com for information on being 

an exhibitor or a sponsor.  There will be 
a great selection of in-water new and 
pre-owned cruising powerboats that 
are available to board and purchase or 
simply to board and dream. 

And don’t miss out on the Trawlers 
at Twilight Party on Friday evening.  
You can mingle with fellow boaters and 
share your experiences and knowl-
edge.   It is a great way to meet other 
boaters and is a relaxed and fun expe-
rience.

Trawler Fest is a short walking dis-
tance from the Inner Harbor and boasts 
upscale dining, historic sites, and the 
National Aquarium.   You can explore 
Fell’s Point and take in the maritime 
history of Baltimore through the area’s 
seafood restaurants, boutiques, art 
galleries, and historic neighborhoods.  

So, head on over to the website and 
grab your tickets, and while you are 
learning at a seminar, viewing the boats, 
or mingling at the Twilight Party, re-
member to tell everyone that you heard 
about Trawler Fest from your friends 
at Upper Bay Boating Magazine. 

Trawler Fest 
2025

By Kimberly Ann
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N “Cleaning up the Chesapeake through Education,

Colla�oration and �ands-on Efforts to Protect the Future

of our Children 

“Cleaning up the Chesapeake through Education,
Collaboration and Hands-on Efforts to Protect the Future

of our Children 

Contact MWF at
mdwaterways@gmail.com

Add a subheading

Your paragraph text

 Neighborhoods across the country held block parties, cookouts or other events
to build community camaraderie and enhance relationships between residents,
local businesses, organizations and law enforcement.  The event is held the first

Tuesday of August each year and is a great way for everyone to get together, have
a good time, while building respect and relationships with one another

Maryland Waterways Foundation participated with the Hawthorne community in
southeast Baltimore County again this year. MWF enjoys participating with various
neighborhoods to get to know community members and have an opportunity for

outreach to promote clean waterways and simple ways we can all get involved and
make a difference to promote a healthy Chesapeake Bay.

  We have our cleanup trailer on display for all to see that we can organize a
cleanup anywhere needed and supply all the necessary tools and supplies for

volunteers to pitch in and lend a hand to cleanup shorelines, parks or wherever is
needed to prevent litter from polluting our waterways. MWF had giveaways such

as different types of reusable straws to take and try, wildflower seeds to
promote pollinator gardens and crafts for the kids. 

“Neighbors Coming Together on National Night Out”

Join usJoin us  
3  Annual Oyster Blues & Brewsrd

Port Covington Marina at Baltimore Peninsula
Saturday, September 6,  12pm - 8 pm

Shoreline Cleanup
Lots of Fresh Oysters & other Seafood

Vendors, Live Music
Fun, Family Activities

Youth Fishing & Oyster Reef Ball Building
with Coastal Conservation Association 

OCTOBER 11, 2025, 10 am 
Cleanup at The Fields at Renassaince Park with

 Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish- Meet at the Picnic Tables

99 Stemmers Run Rd, Essex, MD 21221 ( Corner of Stemmers Run & Eastern Blvd)
Gloves, Pickers, Bags & other Supplies Provided

Saturday, September 27, 2025   1pm - 8 pm

Fundraiser with Friends of Hart Miller Island at Charly’s Sue Creek
Live Music, Great Food, Raffles, Auctions & Displays
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Shall I sing the praises of the Ches-
apeake dock bar? A magical place for 
the end of a long sail, or a day of work-
ing on the wayward starboard engine, 
or just lunch, or the cap-off to a lovely 
day of day drinking -- the dock bar is 
an institution in the sailing community. 
Seedy or elegant, streamlined or won-
derfully ramshackle, it has the power 
to transform the scruffiest deckhand 
to landed (or shipped) gentry and your 
slightly warm Bud Light with lime into 
a glass of Chateau Neuf du Pape '55, 
at least, for the moment.

In an age when places of grace and 
beauty, especially for the common 
man, are few and far between, the 
dock bar is a standout, and we are 
fortunate here on the Chesapeake to 
be blessed with a number of the very 
best.

So, what is it that generates this 
magical aura? There are a bunch of 
elements to look for in a great dock 
bar. First of all:
THE VIEW OR LACK THEREOF

One of the great complaints of nov-
ice sailors is that there simply aren't 
enough windows in the cabin. The 
water is beautiful, one argues, so why 
can't we see it from inside the cabin? 
This sensibility lasts until the first really 
long overwater voyage, when the lack 
of any place in their overglazed galley 
to get away from, well, the water, be-
comes apparent. Hours on watch in 
the endless water and sun take their 
toll, and a quiet place away from the 
rollers and the baking heat becomes a 
necessity.   A great dock bar gives you 
both: a wonderful relaxing space with 
a great view of the water and its com-
ings and goings, and a bar sufficiently 
cave-like and sequestered to provide 
you with a retreat from five days in the 
weather.
LIBATIONS

Here's a matter of taste, but let's be 
clear: If you can't afford the bar, you 
won't go there, and if the drinks be 
swill, you'll find another port. At the 
very least, there needs to be things on 

the drink menu that lie somewhere be-
tween “I may need to sell the car to af-
ford a second” and “I got a headache 
the minute she opened that bottle.”
THE CREW

The patrons of a dock bar are also a 
matter of taste. We've all been to the 
well with a bunch of “Adults with no 
Inside Voices” dominating the room. I, 
myself, tend toward the quieter plac-
es, but to each their own. A good set of 
regular local patrons always helps set 
the tone. You'll know when you walk in 
the door.
THE BARKEEP

And of all the elements regulating a 
great dock bar, the being behind that 
bar is perhaps the most important. A 
great bartender knows your name –
or can convince you they do, even if 
you've never set foot in the door be-
fore - can flirt, can chat, can deal with 
drunks gently and quickly, and all 
while being unflappably efficient. It's a 
profession with the combined talents, 
of a chemist, a politician, a tight rope 
walker, and a used car salesman. Far 
underrated and underpaid if you ask 
me, and having been a restaurateur, 
I know that the person behind that 
counter can make or break your es-
tablishment.
SO, WHERE ARE THEY?

We on the Chesapeake are gifted 
with a plethora of rivers and streams, 
inlets and bays, in which to explore, 
and each of those is a wondrous op-
portunity for someone to have turned 
a mundane dockage into a destination 
worthy of your time and money. From 
the Sassafras to the Susquehanna, 
from the Middle River to Rock Hall, 
just boot up any decent map program 
and bring up the bars and restaurants. 
The choices are almost endless. Each 
reflects their clientele, and the spirit of 
that particular port in a storm.

It's summer. Time to go exploring. 
You'll know the moment you walk in 
the door if you've found a new home 
port for the afternoon.

The Discrete Charm of the
CHESAPEAKE DOCK BAR

These are sacred spaces.   Trust me, there's 
one near you. This particular example is Car-
son's Creekside on Dark Horse Creek

A good dock bar can lend magic to a simple 
libation
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“Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras”
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

HOURS OF OPERATION:  
Monday thru Friday 9am - 4pm

IN SEASON OPEN
 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

Duffy 
Creek 
Marina

20 Duffy Creek Rd. 
Georgetown, MD
410-275-2141

duffy@duffycreek
marina.com

Bring your family, let’s go boating!

Quality 
Service For 

Over 65 
Years! 

Call us today
410-335-0458 

 to take advantage of the 
FIVE YEAR WARRANTY 

on All Brands of Motors and the 
MERCURY, SUZUKI & HONDA 

PROMOTIONS

CALL NOW! 410-335-0458
2925 Eastern Blvd, Middle River, MD 21220

We’ll put the pep back into your engine! 

Sales and Service
www.mallardmarineservices.com

GOT A BOAT? NEED CARPET?
Luxury Marine Vinyl Flooring | Galley Runners | Snap-in Cockpit Carpet 

Full Galley Cover | Swim Platforms| Interior Custom Carpet Replacement

BEAT THE HEAT SAVINGS! 
CALL NOW! 

CALL BONITA RILEY 443-253-2998
INTEGRITY FIRST FLOORS

KWICKY 
CUSTOMS

located at Safe Harbor Marina 
in Bowley’s Quarters.  

Boats up to 45’
Lift Services 

& Drive Up Options.  
Expert Fiberglass & 
Gelcoat Repairs & 
Painting Services.  

Call Us Today!
410.937.2384

kwickeycustoms.com

49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 389-0100

WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

SALE PRICE
$15,195 

plus freight and prep.TRACKER  
1654 Sportsman  
30HP Mercury Tiller and Trailer
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Whether it’s for fishing, water skiing, or a day of cruising with the family,
Anchor Boats has new and pre-owned boats to fit your needs and your budget.

Call today or visit our large indoor heated showroom, open 7 days a week!

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BOATING!

BUILT TO LASTBUILT TO LAST


