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See us at the
Chesapeake Bay Boat Show!

Riverside Marine
Service Center

Specializing in Repowers, Electronics
Installs, and Engine Services
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Yacht Broker.

Serving Boaters
Natonwide
for decades.

Florida Yache
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| have always looked at
Snow Skiing in the winter
as a replacement for power-
boating in the summer. Over
the years | have snow skied
a @#%$% ton down allot of
Mountains on the east coast.
I've described it as power-
boating when the creeks
are frozen and so are the
slopes! But what this guy did
is more than unbelievable!!!
Andrzej Bargiel made histo-
ry as the first person to sum-

mit Mount Everest and ski
down without supplemental
oxygen, achieving this re-
markable feat on September
22,2025. And it was just him
plus his team of drone op-
erators and the sherpa who
led him to the top. This is an
unbelievable feat and worth
watching on You Tube. This
truly is an amazing feat and
he is lucky to be alive. Red
Bull does some amazing
things throughout the world.

JC High and yours truly, thinking abou-t how BRIGHT this year
is gonna be! This year is so bright we gotta wear shades!

WINTER 2026

WOWIE ZOWIE!! Hear we
are celebrating the 250th
Birthday of our Nation. And
here we are lucky enough
to get to do it on the Upper
Chesapeake Bay where a
slew of amazing events are
planned for the year! Ev-
erything is a little brighter,
a bit more fantastic and so
exciting! | can remember
the elation our country had
50 years ago in 1976! | was
8! 50 years later here | am

As we celebrate the
250th Birthday of our

amazing experiment
called the United States
of America, | asked
myself. | says, “self,
What Presidents were
Boating Presidents,
and which ones were
NBPs (Non-Boating
Presidents)?" I'll start
this series with Numero
Uno! President George
Washington. He was
very much a boating
human! Not only did
he cross the Delaware
River with an army on
boats on Christmas
Night 1776. He also
lived on the Potomac
River at Mount Vernon
where when he was
young cut down a Cher-
ry Tree to build a crab-
bing boat. He loved Old
Bay on his crabs and
drank a lot of National
Bohemian beer! | was
at one of those crab
feasts that all his bud-
dies decided to have! A
revolution because the
English only had fISh
and chips ‘
and over
taxed the
CEL
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58! | was boating then and
| am boating now! In 1976
the Yacht Club community
came together to do a bom-
bardment of Fort McHenry.
The Inner Harbor hosted
the Baltimore City Fair. The
Fireworks at Coxs Point
were an early memory for
me as well as spending a
few nights out at Hart Is-
land. | also remember going
to Betterton Beach where a
small amusement park ex-

o by | e

Get the Boat Ready cause
this Summer is gonna get
here quicker than you think!

A Really Great Idea to
solve New York City's
problems. While | was
in Manhattan for the
Christmas Holidays |
realized a perfect way to
solve the housing, park-
ing and traffic problem
that they have! There's
this giant park right in
the center of it all called
Central Park. This
great big park stops a
lot of roads from going
through. It has lakes and
fields and lots of trees.
It could house a million
plus people and be used
for gigantic parking ga-
rages! Sure they would
lose a little green space
but that could be made
up with FREE boat rides
out to Coney Island and
up the Hudson River
or out to the Statue of
Liberty! So there it is...
Problem Solved!!!

isted on the pier. Knowing
these memories, this year
| am going to make some
for as many kids as | can.
When they look back 50
years from now when they
are turning around 58! At
that point it will be our 300th
Birthday. I'm sure | won'’t be
here but some of the people
reading this may be! Make
those memories, life is too
short, buy the boat!



This season, the main
trends in boating fashion
are the major comeback of
the boat shoe as a versatile
style icon and an increased
demand for high-tech sun-
shielding clothing that
combines function with
fashion.

Footwear: The Boat Shoe
Revival

Boat shoes are a major
fashion hero for 2025,
moving from a niche preppy
item to a mainstream,
versatile shoe.

| remember the first (or was
it?) time deck shoes were

a must-have part of the
campus uniform. Along with
pink oxford shirts straight
from the men’s department
and bright green web belts,
Those were the days, my
friends. We may not have
been boaters, but we sure
looked like we belonged on
the docks in Annapolis on
our way to Freshman Comp
class.

For 2026, the old brown
leather deck shoes are
being styled way beyond

the 1900s preppy shorts
and polos. Models are
sporting them with dresses,
tailored trousers, and even
lightweight blazers. And
the colors! Oh, the colors
are so great.

The classic silhouette

is being updated with

new materials, sleeker
profiles, and innovative
features. This includes
suede finishes, bold color
updates (like pastels or
vibrant orange and yellow),
and sustainable materials
such as hemp-knit uppers
made from recycled plastic
bottles.

Recycled plastic deck
shoes? | might have to see
to believe. Perhaps | will

be able to toss them in the
washing machine after a
day in the muck?

Beyond plastic bottles,
other bio-based materials
are showing up in deck
shoes. Allbirds is marketing
Eucalyptus Tree Fiber. And
my personal have to try on
-- Cactus Leather. Sounds a
tad uncomfortable.
Clothing

Look for a huge push of
sun-blocking clothing items

Boat Shoes Are Back,

By Wendy Gilbert Contributing Editor

to block as much as 98
percent of harmful UV rays.
This is considered more
reliable than sunscreen
alone because it

doesn't sweat or

wash off.
Innovative

Fabrics: The trend is
toward synthetic fabrics
like polyester and nylon
that offer moisture-
wicking, quick-drying, and
antimicrobial properties to
prevent odor. New cooling
technologies are even

embedded in some fabrics
to actively lower skin
temperature when wet.
Coverage: Hooded shirts
and various accessories
are projected to be popular
for maximum coverage.
Boaters wearing hoodies?
Really?

WHISTLE

YACHT SALES

We're happy to offer a unique brokerage experience with a

ryan@wh'\st\eys.com ,

track record to prove it. We pride ourselves in getting your
boat sold quickly. We often buy boats directly from our
customers for an even easier experience. Let us know what
kind of boat you have, and we can discuss the best approach.

We offer Wash/Wax/Detail/Shrink Wrapping services
to get your boat ready to list and looking its best.

m->
Upper Bay Boating
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CRUSHING IT! Maryland’s State Cocktail

By Wendy Gilbert

For the 2026 season, I'll be
diving into the magical world
of beverages. From grog to
honey mead, we'll sip our
way through origin stories,
statistics, and recipes.

| thought I'd start with the
Orange Crush as it was des-
ignated Maryland’s official
state cocktail to recognize its
origins at a local bar and its
status as a beloved regional
staple, following a friendly

rivalry with Delaware over
which state could claim the
drink.

According to my research,
the Orange Crush was creat-
ed in 1995 at the Harborside
Bar & Grill in West Ocean
City, Maryland, by co-own-
er Chris Wall and staffers
who were experimenting
with a new orange juicer.
The drink quickly became a
hit, spreading to other bars

along the East Coast and
becoming synonymous with
Maryland's beach culture
and summertime.

The push for official state
recognition was driven in
part by a humorous region-
al dispute: in August 2024,
Delaware designated the Or-
ange Crush as its own state
cocktail, arguing its bars
had “perfected” the drink.
Maryland lawmakers, led by

Delegate Wayne Hartman,
responded by fast-track-
ing legislation to claim the
drink’s true birthplace. The
bill officially designating
the Orange Crush as the
Maryland state cocktail was
signed into law by Gover-
nor Wes Moore in May 2025,
becoming effective June 1,
2025.

And we thought governors
didn't have any fun!

HARBORSIDE ORANGE
CRUSH RECIPE
The original recipe relies
on fresh-squeezed orange
juice, which is the key to its
signature zest and flavor.
Ingredients:
* 2 0z orange-flavored
vodka
* 2 oz triple sec
* Juice of one freshly
squeezed orange
* Splash of lemon-lime
soda (like Sprite or 7UP)
or club soda
Instructions:
1. Fill a pint glass with
crushed ice.
2.Add the orange-flavored
vodka and triple sec.
3.Squeeze the juice of one
fresh orange directly into
the glass (many bars use an
industrial-grade juicer for
speed).
4, Top with a splash of lem-
on-lime soda or club soda.
5.Garnish with an orange
wedge and serve.
Not a fan of oranges?
No worries, my friend. Here
are a few fruit-based varia-
tions to pop in your smooth-
ie-maker:
e Grapefruit Crush: A
popular, slightly more tart
and less sweet alternative
to the original. It typically
uses grapefruit-flavored
vodka (or plain vodka),
triple sec, fresh-squeezed
grapefruit juice, and a
splash of lemon-lime or
club soda.
* Watermelon
Crush: Made by muddling
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or blending fresh water-
melon chunks with vodka,
triple sec, lime juice, and
sparkling water or lem-
on-lime soda.

* Blackberry/Blueberry
Crush: These variations
use muddled fresh berries,
vodka or gin, a sweetener
(like simple syrup), lime
juice, and a sparkling top-
per for a fruity and vibrant
cocktail.

» Strawberry Crush: Uses
fresh strawberry puree or
sliced strawberries mud-
dled with orange juice,
vodka, and triple sec.

* Key Lime/Lemon
Crush: A tangy twist using
lime or lemon juice, citrus
vodka, key lime or orange
liqueur, and lemon-lime
soda.

* Cranberry Crush: A
festive option that uses

S over a dozen variatigs

t .-.'“';’ Best-seller. (Courtesy of f

cranberry vodka or juice,
sometimes with a splash
of orange juice, often made
around the holidays.
* Pineapple Crush: Made
with pineapple rum or
vodka and fresh pineapple
juice.
TWEAKS TO TICKLE
YOUR FANCY:
» “Skinny"” Crush: Uses
club soda, seltzer, or spar-
kling water instead of the
sweeter lemon-lime soda
to cut down on sugar and
calories.
* Creamsicle
Crush: Achieves a nos-
talgic, creamy flavor by
incorporating marshmallow
or whipped cream flavored
vodka and sometimes a
splash of half-and-half or
heavy cream.
* Spirit Swaps: While
vodka is standard, other

spirits can be used, such as
using bourbon for a Ken-
tucky Krush or rum for
a Fuzzy Crush (with peach
schnapps).
* Premium Ingredi-
ents: Upgrading the triple
sec to a higher-end orange
liqueur like Cointreau or
Grand Marnier provides a
more sophisticated flavor
profile.
* Virgin Crush: A non-al-
coholic version can be
made by simply using fresh
juice and soda, sometimes
with zero-proof spirits or
orange extract for more
depth.
| spent some time in Cana-
da last season, so I've been
working on a Maple Syrup
version of the Orange Crush.
Alas, | am having no luck
at all, but experiments will
continue.

Upper Bay Boating



Just 1 Mile
from the ICW
Look for our lighthouse
at the entrance

- Gas, Diesel, Pumpout

- Pool - Nettle-Free Beach

- 50 Channel Cable TV - Ship’s Store

- Slipholder Fuel Discounts - 50T Lift

- Full Service and Parts - Mechanics on Duty 6 Days
- A/C Heads & Laundry - Picnic Peninsula

- Water Taxi Serice to Moorings

BOHEMIA

410-885-2601
1026 Town Point/Road «(Chesapeake City, MD/21915
‘www.bbyh.comie-maillken@bbyhicom
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If you are anything like me, you have
a lip balm in your car, your purse, your
desk drawer, your beach bag, and
probably one rolling around under a
seat somewhere. And if you're exactly
like me, you can never find the one you
actually need, exactly when you need
it. How annoying is it when you're out
on the boat, walking the boardwalk, or
heading to the beach in just a swimsuit
and suddenly realize you have no pock-
ets and nowhere to stash that SPF lip
balm you swear you just had?

That's exactly where Holdxyz comes in.

Founded in 2024 by Bel Air couple
Bethany and Chris, Holdxyz was born
from one small but very real problem:
an SPF lip balm and no way to carry it.
On vacation, Bethany pointed out that
when she was just in her swimsuit, she
had absolutely nowhere to keep her lip
balm handy. No pockets, no bag, no
solution. That simple moment of frus-
tration and a year of brainstorming,
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By Kimberly Ann

sketching, testing, and tinkering, and
theresultis a clever, fun, and surprising-
ly versatile product called the Holdxyz.
are shaped like a crab, and that design
is more than just cute. The crab has two
eyes, two claws, and two shells, giving
you three different size holding areas.
That means lots of options for what you
can carry. Of course, it's perfect for lip
balm, but it doesn't stop there. You can
use Holdxyz to hold sunglasses, a key
fob, cash, mints, a lighter, a pill case,
your inhaler, and so much more. If it's
small and you want it close by, there's a
good chance the crab can hang onto it.

Even better, Holdxyz doesn't just attach
to one thing. You can wrap it around
cups, cans, and bottles so your es-
sentials stay with your drink. You can
slide it on your wrist when you're on
the go. Whether you're poolside, lake-
side, dockside, or just running errands,
Holdxyz makes it easy to keep your
must-haves literally within arm'’s reach.

And let’s talk about the colors, because
they are half the fun. You can choose
from bright, beachy shades like Flamin-
go, Bay Foam, Key Lime, Steamed, Hot
Pink Bikini, and Honolulu Blue. There
are also themed bundles, including the
Independence bundle, Easter bundle,
Beachy bundle, Maryland bundle, Hal-
loween bundle, and the Tropical Trio.
Mix or match them with your favorite
tumblers, coordinate with your outfit, or
pick a color that just makes you smile.

Each Holdxyz is made from food-grade
silicone, so it's durable, flexible, and
safe. They're also dishwasher safe and
easy to clean, which is ideal when you're
using them outdoors, at the beach, or
around kids and sand and sunscreen.

And the best part? Prices start at just
$9.99, making Holdxyz an affordable
little life upgrade. One small crab, one
simple solution, and no more “"Where
did my lip balm go?” moments.

Upper Bay Boating



GRADY-WHITE
BOATS

2426 HOLLY NECK ROAD, MIDDLE RIVER, MARYLAND
| WWW.MDBOATSALES.COM ~=<_(410) 574-3988
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My husband and | finally got to install
a woodstove this Fall. It's been a
dream since we got married six years
ago. I've been working on getting the
technique right to get the temperature
up more efficiently. Once it's pumping,
you can cuddle up in the 85 plus
degree blanket of warmth. As | curled
up next to it this morning, waiting for
my summer-like “weather” to come
to temp, | sipped a cup of coffee and
looked out the window to watch the
first snowflakes fall. Being able to fully
experience all four seasons is one of
my favorite parts of growing up and
living in Maryland.

Snow always makes me nostalgic.
As | curled up in the growing warmth
of the fire, it reminded me of a time
| was bundled up, wishing for a fire
like this. The cold weather and flurries
reminded me of a trip | took in college
to see the migratory Tundra Swans.

It was dusk on a chilly early December
day. Huddled with my classmates
on the shore of a river on the lower
eastern shore, our professor, Tom
Horton, points out the swans in the
distance. Tundra swans are rather
fearful of people and do a good

12
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job staying away — a great survival
strategy! On this particular evening,
the large flock was returning from
their daytime foraging in the nearby,
recently harvested farm fields. Every
few minutes, you could hear one
coming in for a landing on the water.
The noise they made from so far away
was a clue to their size.

These majestic birds can be four
and a half feet long with a 5-foot plus
wingspan. They come to the Bay Area
for our, believe it or not, warm winters!
Migrating from the arctic tundra, where
they breed in spring, they return in late
Fall. Spending their time foraging for
seeds and eating underwater grasses
throughout the winter. They can live
for up to 20 years, so this trip likely
wasn’t their last.

Tundra swans are the mostwidespread
swan species in North America. They
are most often confused with the
invasive Mute swan that is in the
region year-round. Native to Europe
and Asia, Mute swans are even larger
than Tundra swans, the largest bird
in the region, and have no natural
predators here. Ducks Unlimited
has a great ID tool to help distinguish

between the two. Just keep in mind
that only landowners with nuisance
populations can get special permits
from the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources to take Mute
swans.

Athird species of swan, the Trumpeter
Swan, can be spotted in the region,
but it's rare. It was reported in 2024
in the Bay Journal that several nesting
pairs have been spotted. Nationally,
the trumpeter swan is not endangered
but has been missing from the mid-
Atlantic for nearly two centuries after
being hunted out. Historically native
to the region, the Trumpeter swan
may be making its return, but no one
knows why... yet!

Now you want to see one, don’t you?
Tundra swans are most often seen
from December through February
at locations like the Eastern Neck
National Wildlife Refuge in Kent
County, Sassafras Natural Resources
Management Area, among many
others. So, despite the cold, try to
enjoy this winter. Cozy up by a fire with
a warm drink and think of the swans
who find it downright balmy outside!

Upper Bay Boating
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Matrine Floating Docks « Wi-Fi = Gift Shop
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Air-Conditioned Bath Houses and Laundry
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U 2 George St. Georgetown, MD 21930
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Need More Room? YOUR TRUSTED
CALLDAVE GROOM! LOCAL LENDER

David Groom
Mortgage Branch Manager
NMLS# 140971

410-382-5101

david.groom@fitzgeraldfinancial.net

Scan to Pre-Quality Today 5
or visit FitzgeraldFinancial.net/DavidGroom

Whether you are a first time home buyer or need to upsize your current home,

we have the right tools to make your home buying a fast, easy and enjoyable experience.

This is for informational purposes only. NMLS 512148.This is not a commitment to lend. =T Equal Housing Lender.

FAIRWINDS

M ARINA

> e .i =
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Magathy. Rive_r » Annapolis, Mawland
www.fairwindsmarina.com

BRAND NEW DOCKS! Repower Center | Marine Store

Fairwinds Marina 1000 Fairwinds Drive, Annapolis, MD 21409 | (410) 216-0205 | www.fairwindsmarina.com
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YACHT BASIN © 54 Two Rivers Lane

Chesapeake City. MD 21915

PROPERTY FEATURES

o . 5 Sel Btk
= -! E Swimming Pool

Clivde matrina oo the north side of the oeteoria

5 Full Service Shop
wiltese comdieg cvt frone tée (O

o SPRING SERVICE WORK
Air-Conditioned Bathhouses
Fixed & Floating Docks
25 Ton Travel Lift
Newly Renovated Marine Store &
Office

PONTOON EOAT RENTALS

2005 21" T - 1996 33' Sea Ray 330
Seaswirl Striper 1 . . Sundancer

1996 40' Mainship
Sedan Bridge
$65,000

2007 34' Regal 3360 . 9 2001 Maxum 2700
Window Express 2002 28' SCR

$65,000 Bayliner Ciera $25,000
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BOATING BUCKET LIST: 2026

New Year’s Resolutions are out; a Boating
Bucket List is the newest thing. Here are a
few ideas to jump start your goal planning
for 2026 and beyond!

Spend 100 days on the water in 2026 and
join the Century Club!

Go fast: Experience the thrill.

Go slow: Breathe deep and follow the wind.
Join a group like a yacht club, a power boat
association or maybe one of the area’s
many sailing clubs.

Challenge yourself with activities like
wakeboarding, wake surfing, barefoot
water skiing or jet skiing.

Master ancient maritime skills and learn to
navigate using celestial navigation

Use a kayak, canoe, or stand-up
paddleboard (SUP) to explore hidden
coves away from the crowds.

Dive or snorkel to learn more about our
diverse Chesapeake Bay.

Forage for dinner with rod and reel, spear,
net or maybe even your hands.

Anchor and stargaze away from city lights.

O 0O 00

OO0 0O O 0 O 0O 0

Turn your boat into a floating film festival.

Learn to tie every knot in the book from
the Alpine Butterfly to the Zeppelin Bend.
Join araft-up and try "tailgating on the
waves."

Invite friends for a simple evening of great
food, company, and unbeatable views on a
sunset cruise.

Trim your boat with lights for Christmas,
Memorial, Independence or Labor Day.
Create a map and clues for a fun, treasure
hunt adventure aboard your pirate ship.
Create a list of boating destinations and
plan your trips now before you get too busy.
Cruise the Great Loop and see the country
from a unique perspective.

Charter a boat to visit a dream location
and explore new waters.

Take a marine engine repair course or get
your captain’s license.

Restore an old boat or build one from a kit.

Attend a boat show, stop by TowBoatU.S. to
get your $50 renewal discount and say hello
to the crew that assists you on the water!

Towl BoatUs.

Fairgrounds, Febrp.nry s-o, 2026

CALL 410-255-8700
for more info!

Visit us at Booth D9!

r
[
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BOOK WINTER SERVICE NOWI

=
— VARINE SERVICES

« Full Mechanical Repairs & Service

= Full Summer Make Ready

= Fiberglass- Gelcoat Repairs.

« Insurance Claim Specialists

= Bottom Paint

(Ask About Our Concierge Service)

» 10% Discount For All Yacht Club Members

443-655-3090

Located At Baltimore Boating Center
2015 Turkey Point Rd, Essex, MD 21221
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[SHRINK [WRAPPING]
BRI 2267127

IN THE WATER, ON A LIFT, ON A TRAILER,
AT YOUR HOME OR MARINA - FULLY INSURED

CALL BLITZ NOW
443-226-7127

blitzmobiledetailing.com

WINTER 2026
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BERNIES

AUTOMOTIVE

COMPLETE
AUTO & TRUCK
SERVICE

410.780.41017

601 D Back River Neck Road
Essex, MD 21221
berniesautomotive@verizon.net




I\/Iaryland’s Strlpe Bass
Trophy Season'to t"'Reopen
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I'll bet that headline caught your at-
tention! But hold on to your hats and
don't go to your storage units too
quickly to get out all the old para-
chutes and umbrella rigs. This isn't
a roll back to the days of targeting a
Big Spring Striper for the table. It's an
opportunity to get your picture taken
with a true trophy fish that has come
into the Chesapeake from the ocean
to spawn, an opportunity our neigh-
boring states to the North have most
of the summer and fall, and we only
can enjoy in the winter and spring. So
here is the proposal.

The 2025 regulations were as follows,
Catch and Release fishing is allowed
from December 11 to March 31. There
is NO TARGETING of Rockfish from
April 1to May 15 and July 16 to July 31.
Harvesting Rockfish using the current
size and creel limits is open May 16 to
July 15 and August 1 to December 10.
In a nutshell, it allows for around 60
days of no targeting, 192 days of har-
vest, and 305 days of catch and re-
lease fishing.

The new baseline being proposed by
Maryland DNR is the following: Har-
vesting under the same creel and
size restrictions as 2025 would allow
one fish from May 1 to July 31 and
September 1 to December 5. No tar-
geting would be for everyone during
the month of August. And catch and
release would be from September 1to
July 31. So, to put this in perspective.
No targeting would be for 31 days, the
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| By Captain Mark Galasso

month of August. Harvest days would
amount to 189 days. Catch and release
would amount to 334 days. If further
immediate action is needed, harvest
days would be removed either in the
summer or winter (November/De-
cember).

This new baseline was brought up to
the full Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission Board in Delaware
October 29. The board is made up of
Conservationists, as well as Fisheries
managers and recreational and com-
mercial fishermen from all the coastal
states from North Carolina to Maine.
Though the vote was NOT unanimous,
the vast majority of board members
decided that the fisheries would be
status quo, meaning ASMFC would
not endorse the new Addendum with-
out further study. Marty Gary, a former
Maryland DNR fisheries manager,
reiterated what a lot of people were
thinking. We NEED to figure out why
we can't seem to produce a good year
class in the Chesapeake Bay and else-
where,

The Maryland Charterboat Associa-
tion was at the meeting en mass and
during the open comment period ex-
plained how recent changes in the
fishery has affected their business.
It was noted that they're businesses
have been down over 40 percent for
the last two years and over 10 percent
of boats are up for sale. It was also
noted that much of that drop off was
due to the change in size and posses-
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sion limits and summer closures.
Commercial interests were also at the
meeting and explained that their busi-
nesses have also been affected. They
noted that they have absorbed cut af-
ter cut year after year. They also noted
that they are less than 20 percent of
the total coastwide harvest. In Mary-
land, one argument that both the com-
mercial waterman and Charterboats
have in common is that they report
their catch, and DNR knows exactly
what is happening in those fisheries
when they make decisions.

It was interesting to me that the recre-
ational fishing public wasn't very well
represented at any of the meetings |
attended. But | think that | can relay
their thoughts on the matter. Striped
Bass represents perhaps the most im-
portant game fish on the East Coast.
Any opportunity to catch them, either
for the table or through catch and re-
lease is a good thing. The proposed
adjustment in Maryland’s baseline
does just that and many of the light
tackle guides and anglers are in fa-
vor of it. And Maryland seems to be
leaning in the direction of sacrificing a
few harvest days to allow for an extra
month of catch and release.

So here are a few facts about the over-
all fishery, and you can make up your
own mind as to what needs to be done,
if anything. No one can argue against
the fact that the fishery in general is
going in the wrong direction in terms
of biomass. There are a lot less fish to

’ =
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www.anchorbayeastmarina.com
A FULL SERVICE MARINA & BOATYARD ON BEAR CREEK 410-431-1736

Fuel Dock & Pumpout Station | Onsite amenities include: 24 Hour Emergency Service « Security System in the Marina * Restaurant and Tiki Bar « Heat/AC Bathrooms
« Private Showers & Laundry « Free Wi-Fi « Ship Store * Ice « PET FRIENDLY, Pet Walk Area * Marine Sanitation Pump-Out Facility « Packaged Goods

“Just north of Key West”
iIn Dundalk, I\/ID'

o

Open Daily 6:30am-10pm
(1Mpm Fri & Sat)
@ ANCHOR BAY
EAST MARINA
(443) 348-9998

JANUARY'S MUSIC LINE-UP W

Fri. 1/2 Crashed Chord 6-10pm Sat. 1/3 Radio Pilots 1-5pm Ashley Marie Music 6-10pm Sun. 1/4 Heavy Soul 1-5pm Mon.. 1/5 Karaoke 6-9pm Tues. 1/6 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 1/7 Jim Lewis 6-9pm Thurs. 1/8 Tony Mowen 6-9pm Fri. 1/9 Cool Change 6-10pm Sat. 1/10 Rock Salt & Grass 1-5pm Anthony Broccolina 6-10pm
Sun. 1/11 Troll Tribe 5-9pm Mon.. 1/12 Mingo! 6-9pm Tues. 1/13 Trivia 7-9pm Wed. 1/14 Nicky Stacey 6-9pm Thurs. 1/15 Ray Wroten 6-9pm Fri. 1/16 My Boy Blue 6-10pm
Sat.1/17The GGs1-5pmAnthony Broccolina 6-10pm Sun.1/18 Michael Waskey 1-bpm Tues.1/20 Trivia 7-9pm Wed.1/21 MarkJacob 6-9pm Thurs.1/22 Ryzing son 6-9pm
Fri. 1/23 Simpli Rhythmic 6-10pm Sat. 1/24 Wesley Spangler Duo 1-5pm Moonstone 6-10pm Sun. 1/25 Cooper Wade 1-5pm Tues. 1/27 Trivia 7-9pm
Wed. 1/28 Keith & Chuck 6-9pm Thurs. 1/29 Stephen Henson 6-9pm Fri. 1/30 Todd Lake 6-10pm Sat. 1/31Idiot Box 1-5pm Joe and Travis 6-10pm

Indoor Dining Please check in for seating upon arrival. Outdoor Dining Weather permitting!

Friendly leashed dogs area. ONLY Service-dogs with vests permitted indoors.Tiki bar open year-round! Friday @3pm Saturday & Sunday @12pm
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CHESAPEAKE BAY POWERBOAT ASSOCIATION:

A Year on the Water s, cses:convivuior

THERE'S NOTHING QUITE LIKE
LIFE ON THE CHESAPEAKE.

This past year, the Chesapeake Bay
Powerboat  Association  (CBPBA)
proved once again that adventure,
friendship, and community thrive in
every season. From elegant winter
gatherings to sun-splashed summer
traditions and crisp fall cruises, mem-
bers shared a year full of unforgettable
moments—and extended a warm invi-
tation to anyone ready to join in.

WINTER WARM-UPS

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
AT THE TIDEWATER INN

The year began with a festive and ele-
gant evening at the historic Tidewater
Inn. Members enjoyed dinner, music, a
spirited silent auction, and the kind of

camaraderie that reminds us that boat-
ing season never really ends—it simply
shifts indoors.

DUCKPIN CHALLENGE
FUNDRAISER

Winter laughter carried down the lanes
during the annual duckpin bowling
fundraiser. With tiny pins, small bowling
balls, and big competition, members
came together to support local animal
welfare—and have a blast doing it.

NAUTICAL PAINT NIGHT

To chase away the last of winter’s chill,
members met at The Rumor Reel for an
evening of Chesapeake-themed paint-
ing. Brushes, cocktails, bright colors,
and easy conversation made it the per-
fect off-season night out.

20

SPRING AWAKENINGS
SPRING FLING

Spring officially arrived with the club’s
first boating event of the year. Though
temperatures stayed cool, the energy
was warm as members gathered for
music, lunch, and giveaways—an ideal
launch to another CBPBA season.

'S
FOR MORE CBPBA SEE PAGE 40

|-
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RACING HERITAGE, FULL SERVICE CRAFTSMANSHIP

By Kimberly Ann

'

For more than half a century, Lilly Sport
Boats has lived and breathed perfor-
mance on the water. Founded by Britt
Lilly's father nearly 50 years ago, the
business grew out of a family marina
in Millersville, where boats weren't just
a job, they were a way of life. As Britt

III

fondly remembers his dad saying,
wake up looking at boats, | go to work
working on boats, and | go on vacation
on a boat.'

Lilly Sport Boats is a fullservice marine
facility, handling everything from rou-
tine maintenance to complete transfor-
mations. The shop services outboards
and inboards, tackles small repairs and
major rebuilds, and is home to a full fi-
berglass and paint shop. Whether it's
repairing a dock scrape or executing
a complete custom paint job, the team
approaches each project with a racer’s
obsession for detail. Their reputation
for eyecatching finishes and meticulous
design has made them a goto destina-
tion for performanceminded boaters.

Beyond servicing existing boats, Lilly
Sport Boats is also deeply involved in
the construction of highperformance
race craft. The shop builds 299 Extreme

e _ - —— e
Travis Pastrana in the 199 Dixxon Lilly Sport
Boat, Key West Novemeber 2025

racers: 30foot, singleengine big block
machines, purposebuilt to racing spec-
ifications. These boats are capable of
hitting around 100 mph, blending reli-
ability with serious speed. Being an Ex-
tremes manufacturer keeps the team on
the cutting edge of marine performance
technology and raceready engineering.

That passion for performance isn't just
in the shop; it's on the racecourse. Britt
Lilly grew up around boats and rac-
ing, and he stepped into the cockpit
himself in 2007. Since 2013, he hasn't
missed a single event on the national
circuit, racing at the highest levels of
offshore competition. Britt pilots some
of the sport’s fastest machines in Super
Cat and Class 1, where boats regular-
ly reach 150-160 mph and operate on
budgets that can hit 3 million dollars
per boat.

Offshore races typically cover about
75 miles, with lap counts adjusted de-
pending on course length to deliver a
30-40 minute race—the sweet spot to
give spectators a thrilling show. Every
course is shaped by the city, state, and
Coast Guard regulations in that area,
and one rule is nonnegotiable: the wa-
ter must be at least 12 feet deep for
safety. The range of boats is impressive,

LB b b S0

Britt Lilly racing in Key West!

from the “slowest” 22foot outboards,
still running around 60 mph, up to the
toptier Super Cat and Class 1 monsters
Britt races.

The racing circuit stretches from Key
West to Canada, and as far into the Mid-
west as Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri.
The season begins in Florida, follows
the warmth north and inland through
the summer, and returns to Florida in
the fall. Surprisingly, Lake Michigan's
waves can mimic ocean conditions,
making it an excellent proving ground
for offshore teams.

Lilly Sport Boats' customer base re-
flects the same passion for quality and
performance. One standout example
is Gary Dickerson's 50foot Nor-Tech,
powered by triple diesels, with a beauti-
fully redone interior that turns heads at
every dock. Gary has been a loyal Lilly
customer for about 15 years, a testa-
ment to the longterm relationships the
shop builds.

Britt's wife Amanda is a constant source
of support, and their daughter Stella, at
just five years old, already loves rac-
ing—another generation growing up in
the roar of engines and spray of salt and
freshwater.

From custom paint to national champi-
onships, Lilly Sport Boats is more than
a shop. It is a living, racing, familyrun
tradition built on speed, craftsmanship,
and a lifelong love of boats.




TRAVEL LIFT

accommodates power

boats & sailboats upto _
1

Located on North Point Creek
in Sparrows Point/Edgemere

HAUL OUTS *8/ft. Up to 4 Hours in Slings & Relaunch.
LONG HAULS *14/ft. Block, Up To 7 Days Land Storage & Relaunch.
WINTER STORAGE 26/ft. Block, Land Storage and Relaunch by May 1
Great ALL of the above includes HAUL OUT, POWER WASH!
Location!

7767 North Point Creek Rd, Sparrows Point, MD 410-274-2147

No Boats pulled after Dec. 20 and all boats relaunched by May 1

Quality
Service For

20 Duffy Creek Rd.
Georgetown, MD

410-275-2141

™ “Sheltered Harbor on the Sassafras’
LAUNCHING RAMP OPEN 24HRS.

Bring your family, let's go boating! M;%gfargi%zggéﬂ?ﬁpm
duffy@duffycreek IN SEASON OPEN
marina.com 7 DAYS A WEEK 9AM - 4PM

F;IEK UP FROM ANYWHERE
(MARINA - YARD- ALLEY , ECT)

ANY SIZE BOAT M
CONTACT

443-436-9500

KEVIN JOHN
[Crmeen} (Sales cooudinaion)
A4 3-6TT-1408 pwvurr enis b Bt
LS “.“.'f-" VISA COMPANY CHECK ACCEPTED
22

KWICKY
CUSTOMS

located at Safe Harbor Marina
in Bowley's Quarters.

Boats up to 45’

Lift Services
& Drive Up Options.
Expert Fiberglass &

Call Us Today!
410.937.2384

SERVICES

Mobile Electrical, Elecironics and Mechanical

Sales and Service
www.mallardmarineservices.com

1
f’l I'-
|

" EASTERN
“j ~ YACHT CLUB

MEMBERSHIPS '8
AVAILABLE!

Come visit our beautiful tiki bar or
relax on the beach by the water. Our
venue is a perfect place to host any
event such as Weddings, Bridal
Showers, Retirement Parties and
More!!

JOIN NOW

YOUR BOAT DESERVES THE
BEST SLIP ON THE WATER

Take a Club Tour

EYChookingagent@gmailcom

Become a Member Become a Slip Holder Today!
ennileenheslerT@gmail com
410-585-3555
2330 Seneca Rd, Bssen, MD 21221

Upper Bay Boating
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TRACKER® | /g

SALE PRICE

11995 ,

BASS TR AC KE R® plus fre|ght and prep.
CLASSIC CC TRACKER

w/Mercury® FourStroke 50 ELPT

| HOSED&LE

49 Artisan Drive Smyrna, DE 19977
(302) 389-0100
WWW.CARLISLESMARINE.COM

/ Zirie)
MERGUR Y

Platinum Dealer & Factory Service

Sales Specia

on Mercury going on =

COMMERCIAL AND
INDUSTRIAL ROOFERS

ROOFING!

WE'RE ON
TOP OF IT!

NEW ROOFS

ROSEDALE 1201 e rfon

410.391.7663(RO0F)

- REPAIRS - GUTTERS

114 Carroll Island Rd.

Middle River, MD
410-335-0000

premiermarinemd.com

WINTER 2026

MIDDLE RIVER
LANDING MARINA

1901 OLD EASTERN AVE
Essex, MD 21221

410-686-0771

AUTHORIZED SUzZUKI REPOWER CENTER

Suzukl CERTIFIED MECHANICS




Yard
Patrol
Craft-683

By Colleen Smart

For those who didn't make it to the An-
napolis boat show, there was something
new on display. My top highlight was
being able to go aboard the Yard Patrol
Craft - 676 Class, Hull number 683 (YP-
683). Built in August 1984 for the United
States Navy by Marinette Marine Corp,
located in Wisconsin. | was really sur-
prised to hear that this vessel had a
wood hull and aluminum superstruc-
ture. You could see the wood planks as
we toured the galley. The YP-683 is a
training ship for the United States Na-
val Academy that is out of the Severn
River in Annapolis. This provides the
Midshipman with hands-on training on
seamanship and navigation to become
a Naval Officer. | was able to speak to
Navy BM1 Derrick Williams, who over-
sees this vessel YP-683. His role is not
just to oversee the vessel, but he has
the responsibility on board to supervise
the junior sailors and commissioned of-
ficers as they are preparing their duties
in the U.S. Navy.

SOME FACTS ABOUT THE YP-683:

Overall Length is 108 feet with a 24 feet
beam.

Speed is 12 knots.

The bunk rooms include 6 bunks with
small lockers for the crew.

There is a common area for them to re-
lax in, as well as a galley and mess area.

A minimum of 4 people can crew, and
up to 32 midshipmen can be onboard
at a time. It takes 4 people to run the
vessel - a chief engineer, two crew, and
the captain.

The midshipmen do the cleaning, cook-
ing, and cater to the other crew. 18 YP
boats are assigned to the United States
Naval Academy -- 12 wooden hulls and
6 steel hulls. This vessel has traveled to
Philadelphia, Boston, Rhode Island, and
Yorktown for training.
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List Your Boat With Us 'Today,
Our Inventory 1s Selling Fast!

t—p FSALE SELLING | BUYING

YOUR BOAT! A BOAT!
= Comprehensive = Financing, Insurance,
Advertising Program Title & Registration,
= Customer list of over 50k = License Delivery Captain
to market your boat. will train to operate boat,
= Sold over 2,500 boats. docking, navigation,
= Sell and ship boats locally tie lines, etc., at no charge.
& worldwide. = Yacht Broker-Dealer Bonded,
= Free appraisal, Liability Insuranced.
and market analysis.

2019 Monterey 335 Sport Yacht T/Volvos $247000 2007 Nordic Tug 32 D6-280 Violvo Diesel $218,000

2016 Jeanneau 30 N[29 260 HP Volvn Diesel $169,800 - '200[] Mainship 390 Trawler $124,460

1987 Chris Craft 42 To Tleatos. - -
- nscrgﬂlv12?llrlgn§1rgz?3t99/ POt 2018 29' Monterey $98,800 2019 Monterey 278 SS Merc 6.2 $82,400

CONTACT US TODAY! Shelter Cove Marina 230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901

www.parkersellsboats.com 443-553-2518

Upper Bay Boating
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2003 Sea Ray 320 SundancerT/.Z Mer}: MPI $66,800 2007 Sea Ray 290 Sundancer T/ 5.0 Merc MPI $56,800 2004 Rinker 342 Fiesta Vee T/350 Merc MPI $56,800

SYWY §

o

N,

1990 Sea Ray 350 Sundancer T/454 Mercs $23,700

CONTACT US TODAY! Shelter Cove Marina 230 Riverside Drive, North East, MD 21901
www.parkersellsboats.com 443-553-2518

2006 Cronline 235CCR 5.7 Violvo $13,800 1996 Maxum 2400 SCR Merc 5.7 $9,900 Vi S ' s
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LITTLE JOHNNY'S neighbor just had a
baby. Sadly, the baby was born without
any ears.

When the mum and baby came back
home from the hospital, Johnny's family
was invited over to see the baby. Before
they left their house, Little Johnny's dad
had a chat with him and explained how
the baby had no ears.

Johnny's dad also told him that if he so
much as mentioned anything about the
baby’s missing ears or even said the
word “ears,” he would get the whooping
of his life when they came back home.
Little Johnny told his dad he under-

o
By

i

stood and agreed not to mention the
baby's lack of ears.

Johnny looks in the bassinet and says,
“Wow, what a beautiful baby" The
mother replies, “Why, Thanks, Johnny.'
Johnny says, “He has beautiful little
feet, beautiful little hands, a cute little
nose, and really beautiful eyes. Is he
able to see alright?”

“Yes," says the mum, “we are so grate-
ful, the Doctor said he will have perfect
vision.’

“That is great says Little Johnny,
“cause he'd be screwed if he needed
glasses!”

Four married guys went out for a week-
end of fishing. After an hour on the
water, the conversation turned to what
they had to do to get the weekend off.
The first guy sighed,

“You have no idea what | had to prom-
ise my wife to come fishing. | told her
I'd paint every room in the house next

weekend.’
The second guy laughed,

“That's nothing! | promised mine I'd
build her a brand-new deck around the
pool.’

The third guy shook his head,

“Man, you both are lucky. | had to prom-
ise mine that I'd remodel the entire
kitchen.’

They all chuckled and went back to
fishing. After a while, they noticed the
fourth guy hadn't said a word.

“Hey," they asked, “what did you have
to promise your wife to come fishing?”
The fourth guy grinned,

“I didn't have to promise her a thing. |
just set my alarm for 5:30 a.m. When it
went off, | nudged her and said, ‘Fishing
or sex?' And she said”

They leaned in.

“"Wear some sunblock!”

X

A nurse walks into a bank totally exhausted after an 18 hour shift. She grabs a deposit slip,

pulls a rectal thermometer out of her purse, and tries to write with it. When she realizes her

mistake, she looks at the flabbergasted teller and, without missing a beat, says,"Well that's
just great... some asshole's got my pen."
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You don't need a parachute to go
skydiving. You need a parachute to
go skydiving twice.

What's a pirate’s favorite letter of
the alphabet? None. Historians have
suggested most pirates would have
been illiterate.

“I'm sorry” and “l apologize"” mean
the same thing. Except at a funeral.

They tell you that you should just
say no to drugs... but if I'm talking to
my drugs, | probably already said
yes.

Why are friends a lot like snow? If
you pee on them, they disappear.

What do you call a cheap circumci-
sion? A rip-off.

| visited my friend at his new
house, and he told me to make
myself at home. So, | threw him
out! | hate having visitors.

What's yellow and can’t swim? A
dead goldfish.

What's the difference between jelly
and jam? You can't jelly a clown
into a tiny car.

When | see the names of lovers
engraved on a tree, | don't find it
cute or romantic. | find it weird how
many people take knives with them
on dates.

What's the difference between a
dinosaur and a lump of coal? Sixty
million years.

Remember: Being healthy is basi-
cally dying as slowly as possible.

My boss told me to have a good
day. So | went home.

Why did the old man fall in the well?
Because he couldn’t see that well,

A major new study recently found
that humans eat more bananas
than monkeys. It's true. | can't
remember the last time | ate a
monkey.

Upper Bay Boating



Family Owned & Operated for 76 Years

Weaver's Marine

Spotlight on Service Since 1945 Onsite, Superior Service for 76 Years
The best amenities at the right miu:e, where you will feel right at home!

* Foaing Piers, wide Enoerpiers * Resturants close by knd & waier, Delivery Avaikabiity
* SIps 1o accommodate L 1o 60 boals * | ive Aboarts welcome
*(ean, Privaie bathroom / shower taciliies-Secure & Sale * PiCnic area with orll and tables

ol Sevice gl i T ot s e or 1 S, en -
- Professors, (v ot vicins and 34 i or onsfe repais

*Veniuring Crew 726 & Sea Scout Ship 7117 on sie for youth seeking
ultioor acivilies - camping, kayaks, canoes, fishing and more

*Adiacent 30 acre park wilh boat amp
*Saie., quie! environment - 24 hour on Sie surveliance *Charter Fishing Boats on Sie, Call lor more information
*fully Stocked Boat Store-prolessional parts specialist / discount pricing *N Camypsike with hook-uos
*Home of Marviand Waterways Foundation - We care about our Chesapeale “Uporaded, hi-speed wii
By “Oniy Tl gt o 695

Expert Restoration, Installation & Service of the latest Marine Technology !ncfudiny-

| Tt EZX callJefzahner | CEEE 555‘“““‘;““;3%“ GRIP
- mn_ﬁm FENCUR] V RePower & Rewiring Experts
—ir = Exai WWw.weaversmarine.net @ &, | ﬁ;s'
P 5 730 RIVERSIDE DR., ESSEX, MD 21221 i
- !H_,w MTA BC w Ma.r]rlandwatﬂwaysfuundatmmnrg
) for a Career in the 16 “";'
LET' !
Experienced Preferre Willing'
oh Training « Job & Marine Schools
Great P enefits ( anding, Respected Ma \
 Spotiats "
S [H \}
rolass Repai \
& Yard Workers IS \,f‘-:
we want to.pay You I \L >\
A7/
WINTER 2026 Nepp 7@9@1% 29



BOAT PEOPLE % UPPER BAY 4;'!‘& \/

We welcomes pictures of your boat, boat dog, family & friends having
a good time on the bay. Also, if you are a writer, please get in touch
with us - you may become a regular columnist.

THEVIKING38@GMAIL.COM

Bohemia River Boaters
LIGHTED BOAT PARADE VWINNERS!!!

1ST PLACE
Captain Brian

30 o Upper Bay Boating



We Are A Full Service, Premier Mercury Outboard
Repair Center! Let Our Certified Mercury Technicians
Service Your Mercury Motor Needs!

MOST CONFIGURATIONS
IN STOCK NOW 2.5HP-300HP! ATTENTION!

Call for Compatibility BLOWOUT
~__ andComplete Inventory! — WLLHLILLE
[~ = 250p 6P  200P 75HP [~ IN STOCK ENGINES!
SRR A PRICES T00 LOW
SHP 15HP GOHP 200HP TOLIST!

THESEWILLGO/FAST! I CALL NOW!

SALE . WS wenow
skt sl HAVE200HP

NOW IN STOCK A“n 250'.“)

PROXS

ALL CONFIGURATIONS
TO ADVERTISE Y 175XL ProXs 250 XL 4 Tn KE
CALL NOW! } 4-stroke 4-stroke 4-stroke =

PRICETOO LOW
Black Black White

REMANUFACTURED
OUTBOARD ENGINE SALE!

We Now Offer
INJECTOR

SERVICE
with ONE Day
Turnaround

90hp - 250hp 1 Full Year Warranty
Starting As Low As $5,495
Call for Details!

HOURS: Monday - Friday
CALL US CALLIACK FOR MOST CURRENT | - oam o
FOR GREAT | & USED MERCURY OUTBOARDS
OR GREA INVENTORY & PRICING! e oo
N ON' CURRENT 701 Washington St., New Castle, DE EERCURY
OWERHEADS! 302-328-8541 ... ~ o0

www.almarsoutboards.net wuie suppiies last

WINTER 2026 %,7473'94%@

31



THE HISTORY OF RECREATIONAL BOATING ON THE BAY

Part 8
“NOW AND THEN”

It's fair to say that the phys-
ical aspects of boating have
changed since the 1950s.
The significant shift came
in the 1960s, when manu-
facturers transitioned from
wooden hulls to fiberglass
construction.  With  that
change, methods of propul-
sion evolved. Wooden boats
were predominantly shaft-
and-prop driven. By the late
20th century, fiberglass con-
struction encouraged wide-
spread use of inboard/out-
board power plants.

Today, most production
boats are powered by out-
boards. Ollie  Evinrude

could hardly have imagined
that his 1'2-horsepower in-
vention in 1907 would ulti-
mately pave the way for the
400-plus-horsepower giants
commonly found today.

Years of inflation have also
left their mark on the cost
of boating. In 1960, a Chris-
Craft 31" Futura carried a
base price of $8,860. Today,
a Chris-Craft Catalina 31
starts at $489,410—a stag-
gering increase in 65 years.
Marinas have evolved as
well. What were once fami-
ly-owned facilities—simple
places to tie up a boat and
meet new friends—Many
have transformed into re-
sort destinations. Some are
now owned by private equity
firms. Modern marinas may
feature boatels, restaurants,
tiki bars, swimming pools,

beaches, court games, pa-
vilions, clubhouses, and fire
pits, offering far more than
just a slip.

Yet despite all the changes,
the reasons tens of thou-
sands of people flock to the
Chesapeake each year re-
main the same. For some,
it's the peace and solitude.
For others, it's fishing and
crabbing. Still others come
for the thrill of exploring a re-
markable body of water. For
everyone, it's recreation and
socialization.

The desire to share the boat-
ing experience with friends
and family has always
been at the heart of life on
the Bay. Over the decades,
boaters have formed sailing
and cruising clubs, planned
elaborate rendezvous,
and—thanks to the sponta-
neity of social media—creat-
ed impromptu rafting parties
that can turn a quiet cove
into a floating festival. These
activities, both old and new,
continue to weave a vibrant
tapestry of community on
the Chesapeake. These
pursuits create the boating
community on the Chesa-
peake both "Now and Then".

Parts 1 through 7 can be
read in the 2025 issues of
Upper Bay Boating

Wayne E Miskiewicz -
marinaadvisors@gmail.com

Upper Bay Boating



Celebrating 80 Years of
FLAVOR ON THE BAY

By Kimberly Ann

On a still summer morning, when the
tide slides quietly under the pilings and
the first workboats ease out of the har-
bor, there's a familiar scent that seems
to ride the breeze along with the diesel
and the brine: Old Bay’s gritty cousin,
the unmistakable snap of a Chesa-
peake crab spice blend. For many cap-
tains, dockhands, and waterside cooks,
that aroma belongs not just to a sea-
soning, but to a family name that has
flavored their lives for generations: J.O.
Spice.

This year, J.O. Spice celebrates its 80th
anniversary, a milestone that feels less
like a birthday and more like a family re-
union for anyone who's ever cracked a
crab at a picnic table, anchored up for
an evening of fishing and feasting, or
fried the morning's catch at a dockside
burner.

The story starts in 1945, in a modest
Baltimore City storefront. James Ozzle
"0 Strigle and his wife Dot weren't
thinking about legacy; they were just
trying to make a living, mixing spices
by hand in a porcelain basin and haul-
ing them down to the wholesale fish
and seafood market. Their goal was
straightforward: create blends that
made the day’s catch taste even better
and treat every customer like the most
important one they had.
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J.O!s guiding rule was simple: “Give the
customers what they want, when they
want." In the working waterfront world,
that meant reliability. Captains, market
owners, and crab house cooks needed
a seasoning that was as dependable as
the tide chart—bold, balanced, and al-
ways the same from can to can. Over
time, the J.O. name came to mean ex-
actly that: consistent, vibrant flavor and
a handshake kind of trust.

Today, five generations of the Strigel
family have carried that mission for-
ward, and J.O. Spice has become wo-
ven into the cultural fabric of Chesa-
peake boating life. Their #1 all-purpose
seafood seasoning is a staple not only
on rockfish, blue crabs, and shrimp, but
on everything that finds its way from
boat to table: corn on the cob boiled
right on deck, eggs whipped up in the
galley, French fries in a dockside fryer,
even popcorn passed around during a
sunset cruise.

For serious crab steamers, the legend-
ary #2 blend is the unsung hero of the
crab pot. Coarse and salty by design,
it's not a finishing salt but a steaming
companion—meant to cling to shells as
the crabs cook, perfuming the air with
that unmistakable Chesapeake punch.
It's the kind of detail that only comes
from a company that has spent eight
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decades listening to watermen, crab
houses, and backyard steam-masters.
To honor its 80th year, the company
didn’t celebrate in a boardroom; it went
back to its roots with an employee re-
treat that included a fishing trip, a crab
feast, and plenty of time on the water.
They rolled out special 80th anniversa-
ry merchandise—commemorative sea-
soning blends, Tshirts, even puzzles—
that feel less like marketing and more
like memorabilia from a life spent near
the water.

While J.O. Spice still does most of its
business with restaurants and seafood
markets, it's never been easier for boat-
ers and home cooks to stock up direct-
ly. Whether you're provisioning before
a weekend cruise or refilling the galley
spice rack after a long season, you can
order online or swing by their storefront
at 3721 Old Georgetown Road, Balti-
more, MD 21227,

Eighty years after J.O. and Dot first
carried those handmixed spices to the
market, J.O. Spice remains part of the
rhythm of life on and around the Bay.
If your perfect day on the water ends
with a newspapercovered table, a pile
of bright red crabs, and fingers stained
with spice, chances are you've tasted
their legacy—one delicious bushel at a
time.
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When | look back at my life in fishing,
| have been fortunate in the opportuni-
ties | have been granted. That's from
my formative years to current day. |
have been lucky in some of the trips
| have been on, and definitely with
some of the fish | have caught. With
the knowledge | have gained, the plac-
es | have fished, and the people | have
met, there’s no doubt that | have been
blessed.

While fishing has become a major part
of my life, there are a number of folks
who do not have the opportunities or
means to experience the sport. The
Chesapeake region has an organiza-
tion known as Lucky and Blessed Fish-
ing (LABF) to provide such outreach.
President and Founder Scott Steers
has grasped the reins of the Lucky and
Blessed, which was founded in 2022
and awarded non-profit status in No-
vember 2023.

Their mission statement reads as fol-
lows: “Our mission is to foster inclusion,
mentorship, and a sense of community
through our events and programs, and
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nd Blessed

y Tim Sherman

we believe that everyone deserves the
opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and
build lasting memories, regardless of
their physical or socioeconomic limita-
tions.” They aim to, “create an inclusive
environment where individuals can ex-
perience the joy and therapeutic bene-
fits of fishing, while learning about the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed.”

In 2025, LABF hosted 55 private fishing
events. These events served 1164 par-
ticipants. Volunteer numbers reached
190. Given that LABF is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization, students can
gain credits for community service.
Student service hours numbered 10
last year.

LABF has partnered with organizations
to reach those who have limitations:
Pathfinders for Autism, Wish A Fish
Foundation, Bay-CSS, among others.
The organization has great partner-
ships and sponsors from the business
world, at both national and local levels.
Exelon, BGE, and Chick-Fil-A are great
contributors, as are the UPS Store of
Gambrills and the Severn River Watch
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Company. Steers says that the busi-
nesses sponsor fishing events where
their employees volunteer time and
knowledge.

The fishing experience wouldn’t be
complete without bait and tackle. LABF
has great sponsors in Mike’s Whole-
sale Bait, Fishbites, and Edgemere
Bait and Tackle. These sponsors pro-
vide the gear and bait the organization
needs for its many events.
Volunteerism is a big part of what
makes LABF tick. They are proud to
have corporate partner volunteers who
come out to sponsored events. Fishing
events held during the week are where
volunteers are needed the most. While
the organization serves folks with dif-
ferent limitations, Scotts has witnessed
the therapeutic benefits the volunteers
experience when donating their time.
Fishing opportunities from the water
are provided by charter boat captains
and guides who volunteer their time
to take folks fishing. They teach them

Jump to page 44 Lucky
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- BOAT PEOPLE i UPPER BAY

We welcomes pictures of your boat, boat dog, family & friends having a good time on the bay. -
Also, if you are a writer, please get in touch with us - you may become a regular columnist.

RIVERSIDE

MARINE, INC
Announces The
Appointment of New
President and CEO

RIVERSIDE MARINE, INC, one of the
largest recreational boat dealers on
the Chesapeake Bay, announces the
promotion of Jason Baumgartner to
President and Chief Executive Officer.
As a third-generation owner, Jason
personifies the boating lifestyle with
a passion for the marine industry.
Launching his career at Riverside
when he was fourteen, he learned
the operations of a successful boat
dealership and marina from the
ground up. With nearly twenty-five
years of experience, he developed
skillsets concentrated on operational
excellence, successful team building,
and quality control.

Family meant everything to the
founders of Riverside Marine, Bob and
Veenie, which holds true today. David
Baumgartner, President and CEO for

5N
witha sportsman in mind
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LoApRITE >

Authorized Dealer
for Load Rite Trailers

WINTER 2026

the past 35 years stated “our family
owned company proudly carries on its
legacy spanning three generations. The
third generation actively contributes to
the growth and success of Riverside
through their innovative approach and
dedication. With Jay at the helm as we

.- U

TILL R SALE

{302] 545 4?63
" 4 MeritDrive
New Castle, DE 19720
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celebrate our 50th anniversary in 2026,
| am proud the next generation will
continue our legacy of family fun on the
water."

Please join us in congratulating Jason
on this exciting new chapter for
Riverside Marine!

Nautical
Academics

Captains School

2026 Classes

NOW FORMING
Class Size Limited

GET YOUR CAPTAIN'S LICENSE
IN A SMALL CLASSROOM SETTING.
We are a family owned & operated,
USCG approved school since 1980.
Putting 1000's of captains on the water.

Contact Captain Paul Soltis,
Master 100 Ton
717-329-9955
Email: nauticalcapt2@gmail.com
Classes conveniently located in
Stansbury Marina, Middle River
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Jump From page 18

Striped Bass Trophey

be caught. The biggest problem is
low spawning success and recruit-
ment, and all the states are trying to
come to grips with that. Maryland is
probably in the most precarious spot
since over 70 percent of the coastal
population originates in the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Everyone remembers that Maryland
had a strict no-targeting moratorium
for 5 full years until it ended in 1996.
During that time, we had a very suc-
cessful spawn. That spawn carried the
fishery for the next 8 years or more.
Maryland had a liberal season with
very few changes. Since the larger
females and spawning stock were in
the Chesapeake for a limited time in
the spring to spawn, Maryland had a
Trophy Season. It usually started in
mid-April and ended when the big
fish left the Bay, usually in early May.
In 2002, the Maryland Trophy season
went from about a month to 2 weeks.
By 2023, the Trophy season was can-
celled to further protect the spawning
fish. By this time the fishery became
very complicated between size lim-
its and creel limits, where you could
harvest fish, where you could catch
and release fish, and what waters
were closed. It became so complicat-
ed that Maryland DNR had to publish
numerous maps to inform the public.
At one point in 2023, Maryland DNR

considered closing the whole spring
fishery, no targeting until May, since
it had been determined the fish were
spawning earlier than in the past. The
fact is, everything has changed dra-
matically in the last 30 years since
the Striped Bass fishery reopened,
and not in a good way for the fish.
Striped Bass migratory patterns have
changed dramatically, probably due
to milder winters and increased pre-
dation by Tunas and other upper-lev-
el predators. This has also been a
boon for anglers. Instead of spending
the winters in rough offshore waters
off the Outer Banks of North Caroli-
na, the fish now winter close to the
spawning areas. Especially off the
coast of North Jersey and the Ches-
apeake Bay, where they are easy tar-
gets for anglers.

Striped Bass, like their cousins, the
White Perch, develop eggs and miltin
November and December. The eggs
become dormant until spring tem-
peratures warm up. Then they mature.
The females release a pheromone.
Swim to the spawning area. And the
fish spawn. White Perch usually in
March. Striped Bass in April usual-
ly around the full moon if conditions
are right. Both species are pretty easy
targets. They tend to spend the win-
ters near deeper waters where their
food is also wintering over.

Another fact to remember when de-
ciding to target winter and spring
Rockfish. It is true, and the studies
have proven it out. CAREFUL catch
and release in cold water, under 65
degrees, results in very low mortali-
ty. However, that mortality is not zero.
No one can guarantee that, and fish
DO sometimes get hooked in the
gills or stomach. It is also true that no
one can definitively say that hooking
a big fish prevents her from spawn-
ing. The VERY FEW studies that have
been done on Rockfish have been
inconclusive. But keep in mind, an-
other anadromous fish has been ex-
tensively studied, the Atlantic Salm-
on. And those studies have shown
that stressed fish WILL release their
eggs and milt prematurely. Talk to any
guide up on the Miramachi River in
New Brunswick, and they will tell you
they stop fishing in pools where this
stress is evident.

So hopefully with this background,
you can decide for yourself what you
think is best for the future of one of
Maryland's most important fisheries. |
know what | think, and most people |
know feel the same way. However, it's
not that simple, and there are good
arguments on all sides. There are
fishermen | respect that don't feel the
same way | do, and | get it. But you
should contact Maryland DNR and

Upper Bay Boating




UNDER NEW
OWNERSHIP!

Now Owned & Operated
by the Cianelli Family...
who currently own and
operate Flying Point Marina,
The Island at Flying Point
Marina, and Cianelli Marine
Construction, Inc. __

N

Long Point Marina

On tiu_: Bohemia River

L = e

5lips available %"
for the 2025

: Ask About Our
e Summer Rates

2y o T , Summer & Winter Slip and Land Storage
& 125 Kitty Knight ‘rﬁ‘ d Full Service Maintenance With Certified Technicians

/4 {a Earleville, MD Saltwater Pool on Premises

]

410-275-8181 15 Grandview Ave. North East, MD
443-900-3675 | mcdanielnortheast@gmail.com

Full-service marina with certified
mechanics on duty 7-days a week. Call for ¢
slip pricing and availability!
Heger Marine Services
443-907-2420
QOutboard maintenance and sales, re-
rigging, detailing, fabrication, and

installations
Mercury Authorized Re-Power Dealership

Spring deals
happening
now!

EXPERIENCE THE

BOATEL

DIFFERENCE
KEEP YOUR BOAT SAFE AND USE IT WHENEVER YOU NEED!

@ SERVICE DEPARTMENT

@ WEATHER PROTECTION

Q PRIME LOCATION

GIVE US A CALL!
410-687-7290

SUNSETHARBORMD.COM

WINTER 2026 Wwyﬁmﬁwm 37



SOME NOTES ON
DOCKLIFE

You know, it struck me
while doing some holiday
company prep here on the
boat that we often ignore
our life at the docks. We
spend a huge amount of
time prepping for our sails,
for life at anchor in strange
and wonderful places, and
for the situations we're likely
to find on the water.

But, let's face it, most all of
us spend a huge amount of
our boating lives at dock;
socializing, cooking, just
plain relaxing. | know a
number of people for whom
their vessels aren't so much
a vehicle as a sanctuary, a
place to hide from the rest
of their lives and unwind a
bit. Not to mention those
of us for whom the boat
is home. It occurred to
me that our lives at dock
are different, largely, from
those on the water. We
use different tools, we treat
the boat differently. Yet we
rarely speak of it.

So | figured | would.

So here they are, the big
three of dock life, the things
that just hit differently
from living on the hook or
underway.

First, the Tyranny of

Small Appliances

One of the things that has
always struck me about life
aboard is the way it makes
you aware; aware of food
stores, aware of water, and
first and foremost aware
of energy consumption.
Underway, normal tasks
like cooking and cleaning
must be done from your
supplies, and most of us
use a modicum of propane,
alcohol, or butane to make
that happen (though we
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had quite good luck for a
time with a kerosene stove,
but | digress). These are
resources that must be
husbanded, and there is
always the potential for
explosive fluids or gasses
to become an onboard
disaster.

At dock, though, the
blessings of shore power
and endless electricity
come to us all, replacing our
hissing propane stoves with
a host of quiet electrical
appliances—electric
kettles, microwaves, toaster
ovens, and air fryers—that
can be neatly transferred
to storage or to a dock box
when unused. For some of
us, slip fees may include
power, which renders the
electrical alternative more
than cost efficient.

Then there is the matter of
creature comforts. At sea, a
parade of burners, stoves,
and braziers using fuels
solid, liquid, and gaseous,
take off the chill, and for
most of us in summers,
unless we want to run our
engines or generators full
time, asmallfan may have to
suffice to keep cool, and ice
may be a rare and precious

commodity. At dock, of
course, space heaters,
refrigerators, ice makers,

and air conditioners seem
only natural. They keep
the cabin livable and dry,
even if we wind up tripping
over them while aboard.
The drinks stay cold. Like
cooking apparatus, they,
too, must be wrangled away
when underway, and finding
lazarette space for them
can be problematic as these
tend to be larger devices
(ours wind up taking a trip to

the storage locker ashore).
Second, the Glories

of Water.

Coleridge wrote :

“Water, water, every where,
And ail the boards did
sHIrnk;

Water, water, every where,
Nor any drop to drink.”

It's ironic that those of us
who spend so much time
on the water are in want of
it so often. In fresh water
rivers, we often use ceramic
water filters to clean up the
river water for use, and in
salt or brackish water, some
of us use reverse osmosis
devices to make fresh
water, but the filters tend

to be slow, and the reverse
osmosis devices are finicky
and amazingly expensive.
Water is an issue, and it
makes things like bathing,

washing dishes, cleaning
clothes and the like a matter
for serious consideration of
your stores. Mostly, after
a few days on the water,
we begin to be . . .um. .
.aromatic. Fortunately we
all do it together.

At dock, however. . . at
dock we generally have
the glorious blessings of
boundless water, often
HOT water at that. Showers
become routine, cleaning
clothes becomes routine,

Jump to page 49 NOTES
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EXPO CENTER AT OAKS

Fri12-7 - Sat 10-7°Sun 11-5 * Adults $12 * FREE Parking
(CASH ONLY)

www.phillyboatshow.com
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EARLY-BIRD CRUISE TO
ST. MICHAELS

A long-loved spring tradition, the St.
Michaels Cruise delivered smooth seas,
potluck favorites, WineFest fun, water-
front dining, and the kind of stories that
only happen when boaters travel to-
gether.
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SHAKEDOWN CRUISE

With sunshine returning, members
cruised to Skipper's Pier for a relaxed af-
ternoon of food and friendship. On-site
safety inspections helped ensure every-
one's boats were ready for the season—
proof that responsible boating can be
just as enjoyable as it is important.

SUMMER ON THE BAY

MEMORIAL WEEKEND
POKER RUN

A signature CBPBA tradition, the Me-
morial Weekend Poker Run kicked off
summer with scenic cruising, water-
front stops, and a fun twist: “chip en-
velopes” that kept everyone guessing.
It was an energetic, festive start to the
season.

WATERSHIP MEETINGS

Throughout the warmer months, mem-
bers gathered for casual Watership
Meetings at waterfront restaurants,
marinas, docks, and backyards. These
social meetups offered a relaxed way
to share updates, welcome newcom-
ers, and enjoy the heart of Chesapeake
boating culture.

i

THE GREAT CHESAPEAKE BAY
SWIM

One of the club's proudest service tradi-
tions, the Bay Swim united a coordinat-
ed fleet of volunteer boats, jet skis, and
land crews. CBPBA members helped
ensure a safe crossing for hundreds of
swimmers—a shining example of team-
work and community commitment.

Upper Bay Boating
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FEBRUARY
5-8, 2026

BOAT SH

T—

SHOW HOURS: THURSDAY, FEB 5: 12 PM - 6 PM (VIP PREVIEW) | FRIDAY, FEB 6: 10 AM - 6 PM Aggg/gsgfgg%’u/e
SATURDAY, FEB 7: 10 AM - 7 PM | SUNDAY, FEB 8: 10 AM - 4 PM 4
@ j,

LATITUDE

MARINAS .

FRIDAY NIGHT

NING
THURSDAY EVE
FEBRUARY 6TH, 2026

FEBRUARY 5TH, 2026

ANTON TUVELMAN | HUMAN JUKEBOX TJ MULLEN | GUITAR DOG

SATURDAY 4-7PM

DAY 12-3PM
SATURDAY 12-3
FEBRUARY TTH, 202?5_ |

FEBRUARY 7TH, 2026

EDDIE JOHNSON | NASHVILLE RECORDING ARTIST SONS OF PIRATES DUO | AWESOME ISLAND MUSIC

SUNDAY
EEBRUARY 8TH, 20265/ Discover the
i CHESAPEAKE BAY
I BOAT SHOW,
Maryland'’s premier event

I with 300+ boats. See Sponsors.

: e Browse Dealers. View Brands.
CHRIS SACKS W/ KIETH ESPOSITO '
WHAT WOULD JIMMY BUFFET DO?

We Offer A Range Of Categories.
MARYLAND STATE FAIRGROUNDS

W
I8}

Online Tickets Available
thechesapeakebayboatshow.com

2200 York Rd Timonium, MD 21093
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As Winter approaches, what you do
now will decide when you can get
back to boating next year. It is a good
habit to leave your boat ready for the
next trip. If you neglect this chore, you
will be making an expensive mistake.

Boaters often forget to do some of
the most basic winterizing steps.
Hunting season is upon us, the weath-
er is coming fast, other things fill our
Dance Cards. With everything that
is going on, we may forget to batten
down the hatches and make our boats
ship shape.

Canoes and kayaks are easy. Flip
them over and keep them off the
ground. Strap them in place so they
don’t blow away. Paddles and some
gear can go up under, and inside them.

Bigger boats need more love. Here
are things to not overlook.

Drain out ALL the water. Water ex-
pands when it freezes.

Change the Lubricants Use the
recommended fluids from the man-
ufacturer.

Check/store the batteries. Inside is
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best so they will not freeze. A solar
battery trickle charger can help. Oth-
erwise, you will hear the alarm going
off.

Use proper Winterization products
suitable for your style boat. Cheaper
is not always better.

Cover the boat. You may need to
build a support system for open ar-
eas. Under the roof is best. Shrink
wrap style covers work well but allow
only limited access until Spring.

Critter control. Store ropes and
PFDs in sealed tubs. Add a few dryer
sheets to keep out the vermin. They
love chewing up cloth, rope, and
sails.

Cover and protect the trailer
wheels. Use a treatment on the
tires. Jack up the frame and take the
weight off the tires. Protect the tires
from sunlight. Under the best condi-
tions, boat and RV tires may only last
3 years.

Clean out the boat. Don’t leave
trash, food, or garbage in the boat.

Dry all the gear before storing it.

Wet ropes, sails, and gear will rot or
become moldy.

Security. Make sure that the boat
is protected. Maybe add a hitch lock,
wheel lock or... Take expensive elec-
tronics, fishing gear, or other tempta-
tions off the boat.

Many Bay Boaters have fiberglass
or wooden boats. You want to keep
these boats protected. A cover is im-
portant. Hull maintenance and care
can be done over the Winter. Tilt the
boat so any moisture will drain out the
stern. Remove the boat plug. Make a
tarp or cover support to avoid pooling,
from rain or snow. Store the expensive
oars and paddles in the garage where
they are completely level.

A little extra preventative work now
will make your Spring launch easier
and less expensive.

Ahoy Matey!
Montana Grant

Upper Bay Boating



DALE'S CANS
CUSTOM CONTAINERS

CONTAINERS USES

Man Cave - She Shed
Job Sites - Office - Live In
Garage - Food Station
Retail Shop - Personal Design

CUSTOM OPTIONS

Doors - Windows - HVAC

Electric - Separate Rooms

Paneling - Trim - Flooring
Lighting - Bathroom

Dale’s Cans Custom Containers
Texts / Calls 443-938-0616
dalescans21@gmail.com | www.dalescans.com
10801 Philadelphia Rd. White Marsh, MD 21162

‘.NORTH POINT
MARINA

NORTH POINT
Marina & Motel
Discover North
Point Marina —
your front row
seat to the Ches-
apeake Bay. We
welcome boaters
and travelers with

and a waterfront
experience you'll
never forget.

Visit Us At:
northpointm
arina,n
Fora fyy list of the gr;tz‘
amentties yye offer!

........

5639 Walnut St. Rock Hall, MD 21620
410-639-2907 northpointmarina.net

WINTER 2026 Nappy
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\ modern amenities,
hometown charm,
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Call us today
410-335-0458

to take advantage of the
FIVE YEAR WARRANTY
on All Brands of Motors and the
MERCURY, SUZUKI & HONDA
PROMOTIONS

Repawer
Reviolution

" HONDA
¥ MARINE F—J

cALL Now: 410-335-0458

MERCURY & SUZUKI

2925 Eastern Blvd, Middle River, MD 21220

M[SPILLION
MARINErm

1§ ‘ﬂﬂ@[m@
CALVERT 16 :

The small boat with

BIG PEBFOBMAI\ICE'

Pr/cmg starts at $16,400% = s

*Price listed is for hull only. Custom options/:
accessories, engines and trailers are extras

Boat Parts / Accessories | Boat Maintenance
Winterizing | Custom Fiberglass/Aluminum
Upgrade and Accessory Installs

BOAT REPOWER WITH TOHATSU!
Contact us for a FREE quote on
re-powering your boat with a 5-year
warrantied Tohatsu Marine Engine!

302-841-5293 2 @
MispillionMarine.com -~

\=4
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Jump From page 34

Lucky and Blessed

about the bay, how to fish,
and the fish they are tar-
geting. A big shout out to
the charter boat and guide
services of Backlash, Grey
Goose, Salt Tale, Southern
Girl, Salty Siren, Desperate
Measures, Southern Girl,
and 40 East.

Scott says that land-based
fishing takes place in 8 dif-
ferent counties throughout
the year. Some of the loca-
tions are Allen Pond in Bow-
ie, Solomons Island Fishing
Pier, Gilbert Run Park in
Charles County, Centennial
Lake in Columbia, And Lake
Roland in Baltimore County.
LABF is busy all year round.
This winter you will find them
at the Chesapeake Bay Boat
Show, Edgemere Bait and
Tackle Fishing Expo, and
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the Pasadena Sportfishing
Group Fishing Expo. These
events are great for bringing
awareness to the organiza-
tion, and having the poten-
tial to connect with new part-
ners and sponsors.

This winter they are host-
ing Winter Indoor/Outdoor
Education sessions from
January to March 2026.
Funds were raised for these
events through donations
from #Giving Tuesday. The
activities include nature ex-
periences at local Maryland
parks, guided by park natu-
ralists. These events provide
sensory-friendly activities to
keep adults with disabilities
engaged in activities during
the cold weather months.
The month of April is Au-
tism Awareness Month in

which LABF does its part in
supporting the cause. They
hosted a fishing event at
Sand Point State Park and
conducted their first-ever
Evasive Species Tourna-
ment.

This past July, LABF hosted
Smash the Trash. They part-
nered with TCP Empower-
ment, AMped up Outdoors,
and Channa Chasin Out-
doors. In an effort to main-
tain and sustain a healthy
shoreline, they gathered
over 200 pounds of trash
at Southwest Area Park.
August is the month for the
two-day fishing camp. Par-
ticipants spent their morning
on the water. After a shore
lunch, they cast their lines
into the pond at Green-
well Park. October sees

the monthlong Reelin’ and
Rockin’ rockfish tournament,
which is wrapped up in No-
vember with a celebratory
bash.

Donations for LABF and be
made through the website at
https://www.labfishing.org/
donate. Steers is excited,
this year, to promote mem-
berships in LABF for addi-
tional funding. Different lev-
els of membership provide
members with LABF mer-
chandise, access to events,
and VIP benefits. The fish-
ing world is truly lucky and
blessed to have LABF as a
means to provide a means
to fish to those who do not
ordinarily have such oppor-
tunities.

Maryland Department of
Natural Resources Fisheries

While completing the tidal bass sur-
vey in October, biologists encountered
an unusual catch. This largemouth
bass is eating a Chesapeake Channa
(Northern Snakehead).

The survey covered 150 sites in the
Potomac, Gunpowder, Bush, Middle,
Chester, and Choptank rivers, as well
as the Upper Bay, collecting data to
assess the population of largemouth
and smallmouth bass in those waters.

Upper Bay Boating



Experience the best of Middle River
and the Chesapeake Bay

Located off the junction of Dark Head Creek and Middle
River, Stansbury Marina offers premium services for
| boat owners, including 93-0 ctame gas, wet and lift
IS slips, pump outs, winter storage, and much more.

QOur convenient location puts you in the perfect spot to
i+—= explore the best of the Chesapeake Bay, including Bal-
S5 timore, Hart-Miller Island, the Eastern Shore, Tolchester,

8l  Rock Hall, Annapolis and beyond,

: | www.stansburymarina.com
Tailored Services for Sport & Race Boats
Our family understands the unique needs of
sport and racing boat owners - it’s in our blood.

1312 Shore Rd, Middle River, MD | 410-686-3909

HISTECH

GOT A BOAT? NEED CARPET?

Luxury Marine Vinyl Flooring | Galley Runners | Snap-in Cockpit Carpet
Full GaIIey Cover | Swim Platforms| Interior Custom Carpet Replacement

JUST IN TIME FOR SAVINGS!

CALL NOW!

CALL BONITA RILEY 443-253-2998
INTEGRITY FIRST FLOORS

Nautical Academics

Captains School

2026 Classes Now Forming |
Class Size Limited

GET YOUR CAPTAIN’'S LICENSE
IN A SMALL CLASSROOM SETTING.
We are a family owned & operated,
USCG approved school since 1980.
Putting 1000's of captains on the water.

Contact Captain Paul Soltis, Master 100 Ton
717-329-9955 | Email: nauticalcapt2@gmail.com
Classes conveniently located in Stansbury Marina, Middle River

—— MARINE ——

WE FIX
OUTBOARDS

[f you know us. ..
you know what we do!

410-375-1638
810 Back River Neck Rd, Essex, MD
hitechmarine1@gmail.com

PDWERTE[H ;
PROPELLERS

WINTER 2026

MARINE & RV SUPPLIES

3531 Augustine Herman Hwy (Cayots Corner)
Chesapeake City, MD

410-885-2455

upperbaymarineservice@yahoo.com

= 2 NEW SERVICE
~ - LOCATION &
BROKERAGE

@ MERCURY OFFICE!

MERCURY AUTHORIZED

RE- POWEjR DEALEI_QSHIP 150 Skipjack Rd.

Georgetown, Md
410-885-2455
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DESTINATION: GREAT OAKS
LANDING

With summer heat in full swing, Great
Oaks Landing delivered the perfect es-
cape. Members cooled off in the pool,
gathered for potlucks, explored local
beach bars, and enjoyed live music be-
neath a classic Chesapeake sunset.

DESTINATION HAVEN HAR-
BOUR: CORNHOLE OLYMPICS

Back for its second year, the Cornhole
Olympics brought friendly competition,
sunset drinks, stargazing, and a com-
munity picnic. Whether tossing bean-
bags or cheering from the sidelines,
everyone enjoyed one of the season's
most spirited weekends.

LATE SEASON ADVENTURES

ART LILLY MEMORIAL POKER
RUN

The inaugural Art Lilly Poker Run hon-
ored a true Chesapeake legend with
performance boating at its best, water-
front dining, heartfelt stories, and sig-
nificant fundraising for the Parkinson'’s
Foundation. It was a beautiful tribute
and a powerful reminder of the bonds
within this community.

LABOR DAY RAFT-UP

The club’s largest on-water gathering
brought together an impressive flotil-
la for a floating festival complete with
swimming and live music. Thanks to

support from local partners and dedi-
cated volunteers, the event was a won-
derful day of fun and friends.

ANNUAL CRAB FEAST

Steamed crabs, grilled favorites, and
classic Chesapeake hospitality made
the crab feast a late-summer highlight.
This beloved tradition captured every-
thing we cherish about life on the Bay.
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BOAT SHOW!
January 9-11 February 5-8 February 25-March 1 March 13-15
Philadelphia Fishing Show Chesapeake Bay Spring Atlantic City Philadelphia
Wildwood Fishing Boat Show Boat Show Boat Show Boat Show
Whether you're ready to join the world’s largest boat club or explore ownership through Liberty SC oL e

Boat Group, we're making it easier than ever to get on the water. Discover everything Freedom
Boat Club and Liberty Boat Group have to offer—we’d love to say hello. Scan to learn more.

S~—"
S—~—LIBERTY
BOAT GROUP FREEDOM BOAT CLUB

g =
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. We welcome pictures of
yourboat, boat dog, family
r\'. & friends having a good
time on the bay. Also, if
you are a writer, please
get in touch with us
- you may become a
regular columnist.

=

Z

=

Mandy @ Tilllman Day

————

Bailey relaxing on the water Zoe, more is never enough
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NOTES Jump from page 38

and doing dishes ceases to be
accompanied by a paranoid analysis
of just how much is left in the tank.

And our Stores verses THE

Stores.

Resupply underway is, and always
has been, an issue. When you shove
off from the dock, what you have
aboard is. . .well. . .what you have.
Resupply has been made even more
complex in recent years as grocery
and other stores have migrated from
in-town locations (near the port) to
some place generally out on the
highway, necessitating either an Uber
or delivery charge just to get coffee
and eggs. At dock, of course, you
have the same distances, but you can
cover them at any time, enough said
My point with all this is as follows:
Life at dock is more akin to life on the

hard. The conveniences therein may
be savored, but like so many other
things dealing with messing about in
boats, that transition from stationary to
mobile and aquatic must be planned
for. It's not just a matter of dealing with
stowage and power sources, it's an
issue of adapting two very different
lifestyles and transiting, on a regular
basis, from one to the other.

As with anything marine, thinking
ahead is the key. If you don't know
where it goes when you're not using
it, you don't need to have it. | never
feel bad about our little countertop
ice maker at dock, it's a serious
improvement in our quality of life, but
I'm well aware that we can live without
it.

That “living without it” part is your key
to independence on the water.

A temporary installation for electrical
appliances can make life at dockside
easy, and it can all go away when you
cast off.

Don and Gail Elwell and first cat
Magellan
Aboard the SV Breeze Please

It always amazed us how early
some people pull their boats. The
fall and winter on the Bay is some
of the very best boating weather.
Mild temperatures, generally reliable
winds, and stable weather patterns
make for some of the very nicest of
sailing days. Add that to the fact that,
well, lots of folks do pull their boats,
which reduces traffic on the water and,
frankly, reduces the amateur boating
coefficient on the Bay. All of that adds
up to some fine days on the water.

The wife and | were talking about this.
Just as you need to prepare to go out
in spring, fall and winter have their
own requirements, things you should
be ready for. Here's a few of the ones
we came up with.

First of all: The Sun. Just because
the weather is cooler doesn't mean

WINTER 2026

SAILING INTO THE WINTER

you don't have to respect Sun
exposure. Indeed, clear winter days
can come with a really high UV index.
You can get fried just like you can in
July. Add to that wind burn and the
really dry winter air and your skin can
take a beating. A good investment in
a moisturizing sunblock and a decent
hat can go a long way toward keeping
you from looking like an elderly
alligator come the Yuletide.

Temperature is, of course, another
issue. The weather may seem quite
balmy at the dock, but the winds can
pick up chill over water that will make
you feel like you're in the Arctic. The
temperatures as you experience them
on the Bay can be quite variable, so
we'd recommend clothes you can layer
to keep up with conditions. Freezing,
getting drenched with sweat because
you're overdressed, then freezing
again is a pretty common experience.
Give yourself some clothing options.

While I'm on that subject: cold, wet
lines and freezing hands are a misery,
and occasionally a dangerous one.
Do yourself (and everyone in earshot)
a favor and invest in a decent pair of

= 2

|\ America

Nappy

gloves, something flexible enough
to let you untie the mess you just
encountered in the halyard but stout
enough to protect your hands from
abrasion and cold. The rest of the
crew will thank you.

Add to these some creature comforts
like a lap throw and a nice thermos
of coffee or tea and you're set for a
glorious day on the water.

Do bear in mind, however, that a lot
of your accustomed marine services,
fuel docks, and dockside dispensers
of libations may not be operating year
round. A quick search before you cast
off can save you some frustration or-
-worse--running out of gas because
your favorite fuel dock doesn't work
after Nov.1.

The Bay in fall and winter can be a
thing of beauty. Mild, predictable,
uncrowded, and not too uncomfortable
to have a splendid time. What are you
waiting for? I'll see you out there.

Don and Gail Elwell and first cat
Magellan
Aboard the SV Breeze Please
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113 Back River Neck Rd. | Essex

410-687-7733
PizzaJohns.com
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B EASTER

A MRRINE

The Trailer Boater Store Since 1981 P

w‘l

Our Ghesapeake Fay
ng Supercenter!

® Largest Selection of Crab Traps & Crab Pots
® Custom Trotline Kits Ready for Pick-up
® Crab Trap Floats, Repair Parts & Accessories

® Crab Cooking, Restaurant & Event Supplies
easternmarine.com/crabbing-supplies

Featﬂrf
Cra

Areas Largest Inventory of
Fenders, Floats & Buoys

Located Just Minutes Off I-95

931 S. Chapel St. Ext th 72)
Newark, DE 19713

302-737-6603

TRAILER PARTS
SUPERSTORE

THE NATION’S LARGEST
TRAILER PAR;I' S SHOWROOM

Over 13,000
- Parts In gtOf.:kl (
1 BOAT TRAILER
PARTS SPECIALIST

Featuring Factory Original Equipment
repair parts for the ﬂ:ﬂnwmg boat
trailer manufacturers...

VENTURES
HARAVAN

e
é?‘_ AGIC .+

Visit our Tax-Free Showroom!
931 S. Chapel St. Ext (Rt. 72)

www.easternmarine.com

Happ 7@&% e

WINTER 2026

51



DISGOVER THE JOY OF BOATING!

High & Dry Boat Storage » General Boat Repairs » Parts & Service

410.287.8280

448 MAULDIN AVE

ANCHR(’:: NORTH EAST, MD 21901

B O ATS .
View Our Current Inventory at:
Norch East, Maryland WWW.ANCHORBOAT.COM

Whether it's for fishing, water skiing, or a day of cruising with the family,
Anchor Boats has new and pre-owned boats to fit your needs and your budget.
Call today or visit our large indoor heated showroom, open 7 days a week!

“uncatcher, WG]
BUILT TO LAST
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