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                  Sunday, April 12, 2026 
           10:00 am Worship Service 
                   2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

Mission Statement:  Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity 
Church, a diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world 

through worship, learning, giving, and serving.  
 

Core Values:  We love children.  Serve Christ with courage.  Embrace diversity.  
Nurture community.  Be an advocate for justice and peace. 

 
Vision Statement:  We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out 

 
(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com  

                                           2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805 
               www.unitywilmington.org 

We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:  
 

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor 
443-676-2239; bks0808@aol.com 

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry 

melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866 
Office hours: by appointment 

 
Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director 

Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director 
 
 
 

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE.  FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW. 

           
               https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg 

mailto:UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
http://www.unitywilmington.org/
mailto:melissalemons@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg
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“Enter to Worship” 
*Those who are able are invited to stand  ** Please, no walking or standing during 
this time.  BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider,  A: Assisting 
Minister/Worship Leader. Where you see a ☩, you are invited to make the sign of 
the cross.  
                            

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRAISE & WORSHIP  
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 

Introduction 
A:  In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experi-
ence the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, 
and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter 
the first two readings will be from the Acts of the Apostles and the first 
letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the resurrec-
tion, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN- “THIS IS THE DAY” TFF 262 
    Please Stand   
 
 This is the day, this is the day 
 that the Lord has made, that the Lord has made; 
 we will rejoice, we will rejoice 
 and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 This is the day, this the day that the Lord has made. 
 
Text: Psalm 118:24 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Please Stand) 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb!  Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of crea-
tion: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  We thank you for the 
waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrec-
tion. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break 
down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed 
are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giv-
ing you honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
 
                                PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A or P: Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe 
and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, 
have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD (Please be seated)  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 
crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, won-
ders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you your-
selves know 23 this man, handed over to you according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 
of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him 
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held 
in its power. 25 For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always 
before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my 
flesh will live in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have made known 
to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our an-
cestor David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us 
to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Mes-
siah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh expe-
rience corruption.’ 32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses.” 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 16 (READ RESPONSIVELY) 
 
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, 
“You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
upon those who are noble among the people. 
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3 But those who run after other gods shall have their trou-
bles multiplied. 
 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
never take their names upon my lips.  
 
5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. 
 
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich 
inheritance. 
 
7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me 
night after night. 
 
8 I have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my 
right hand, I shall not be shaken.  
 
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also 
shall rest in hope. 
 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy 
one see the pit. 
 
11 You will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness 
of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who 
are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now 
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
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and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen 
him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you be-
lieve in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for 
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
                      *GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Please Stand) 
 
P: Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL 

P: The Holy Gospel according to: John 20:19-31 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:  
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Ho-
ly Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 
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you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, 
“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because 
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY- “SOMEBODY PRAYED FOR ME ” Unity Song 
Book #40 
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SERMON                                                Pastor Brian Sanders  
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Notes… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     APOSTLES CREED (Please Stand) 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
From sundaysandseasons.com.      

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit, stand or kneel) 

A:   Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence. 

 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things 
that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be 
renewed day by day. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. 
Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the 
complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm 
and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and 
citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering 
in any way (especially). Reveal to them your presence and assure 
them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual 
affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody 
your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
                   Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death 
and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and 
bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior. Amen. 
 
                    
                                          MEAL 
                                           God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always 
C: And also with you.   Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
OFFERING    (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8) 
(During the offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates moving from back to 
front while a musical selection is played.  Then the congregation will sing the Of-
fertory hymn printed below.)    
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 OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give 
you glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that 
great day 
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when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the 
body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow 
us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     All are welcome to communion 
P: The Lord be with you   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.   

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  

to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith:   Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask…Come, 
Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen 
                                               
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:   
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39) 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P:  Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
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                          PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among 
us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace 
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your heal-
ing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
 

THE SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world. 

 
 

                                                BLESSING 
 
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, 
the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and 
peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN– “THINE IS THE GLORY” ELW 376 
      Please Stand 
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 DISMISSAL 
 
A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
                            “Let us exit to serve” 
                          We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out….. 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAY-
ER LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.  
NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS, 
UNLESS YOU REQUEST LONGER.  PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to 
MAKE ADDITIONS – (302) 658-5288. 
 
THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:   
 
 UNITY CHURCH       PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS 
 HARRY WILLIAMS        PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT 
 REV. LORRAINE           RUTH JOE 
        FRAN RODRIQUEZ       ROB FISHER 
        JOAN MILLER  AL SHOLLENBERGER 
 JAMES SPAMER            HARRY WILLIAMS 
        TODD FISHER              TANYA BIRCH 
        DONA RODRIGUES AND SON DANIEL 
         
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors  
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.  
IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN. 
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PUB THEOLOGY – is held on the third Sunday of each month.  We 
meet in the Weiser Room and hold a lively discussion centering around 
everyday life.  It is quite interesting and everyone is invited is invited 
to attend.  In April, we will meet on April 19, 2026. 
 
WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE will meet TODAY, immediately fol-
lowing morning worship in the Weiser Room. 
 
WE HAVE A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to see the performance 
“Joshua” in Lancaster on Wednesday, October 14th.  The cost for 
transportation and ticket to the show will be $154.  Show time is 
11:00 am.  Terry Hawkins is in charge and would like to know as soon 
as possible how many will be going.  If you have any questions or 
comments, please contact Terry. 
 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE would like to thank each and every one 
who so generously donated Easter baskets for the needy.  We had 
over 50 baskets contributed, and they were all given out this prior to 
Easter.  There are certainly a lot of smiling faces in the community as 
a result of your generosity.  THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH!! 
 
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!! Our semi-annual spring giveaway will be 
held on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please donate all small household 
items, toys, shoes, and clothing and bring to the church.  We need 
many volunteers on Friday, May 1 to organize donated items and we 
also will need many volunteers on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping. For more info, call Joan Lygate (302) 
563-6464. 
 
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP is held in the Narthex imme-
diately following morning worship and all are invited to attend.  If any-
one is interested in hosting one Sunday, please contact Rev. Lorraine 
@ (302) 383-9755. 
  
PRIVATE PRAYERS – If you would like extra prayer time, you are 
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion. 
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Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month, 
6-7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info. 
 
Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is 
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.  
Dial 1-240-591-0390, 315-704#. 
 
Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship 
leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider help-
ing out in this capacity.  Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy 
Scouts to replace Bob Mazzoni.  See Carol Egan for more info. 
 
Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church 
Council – volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and 
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or 
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor 
Sanders. 
 
Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set 
up VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow 
directions to donate by credit card.  There is a “donate now” button on 
our Website which is www.unitywilmington.org  
 
Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you’d like to talk individually 
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melis-
sa. Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour). 
Companions usually meet once a month. 
 
Bible Study is held every Wednesday evening at 7:00 via Zoom.  Please ac-
cess Zoom as follows: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrV
GdMWGwwUT09     
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,87206052414#.....0#,,717690# US (Wash, DC) 
Meeting ID:  872 0605 2414 
Passcode:  717690 
 

http://www.unitywilmington.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
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