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           Sunday, April 5, 2026   
                                   RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD: EASTER    
                           10:00 am Worship Service 
 
Mission Statement:  Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity Church, a 

diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through worship, 
learning, giving, and serving.  

 
Core Values:  We love children.  Serve Christ with courage.  Embrace diversity.  Nurture 

community.  Be an advocate for justice and peace. 
 

Vision Statement:  We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out 
(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com  

                                           2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805 
               www.unitywilmington.org 

We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:  
 

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor 
443-676-2239; bks0808@aol.com 

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Community Ministry Pastor 

melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866 
 

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director 
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director 

 
YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE.  FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW. 

           
               https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg 
  

 

mailto:UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
http://www.unitywilmington.org/
file:///C:/Users/zionl/OneDrive/Documents/bks0808@aol.com
mailto:melissalemons@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg
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“Enter to Worship” 
*Those who are able are invited to stand  ** Please, no walking or standing during this 
time.  BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider,  A: Assisting Minister/Worship 
Leader     
 
Introduction to the day 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all 
creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): 
Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, 
gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and 
love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are 
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good 
news of God’s endless love. 
 
GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 
In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
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with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of 
the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE (Responses Lord have mercy and Amen sung by the congregation) 
 
A:       [SPOKEN] 

 

C:      [SUNG] 

 

A: 

 

C: 

 

A: 

 

 

 

C: 

 

A: 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
A: This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our 
redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from 
the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live 
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows 
no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 
him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:    (Please read responsively) 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2 Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, 
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  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the 
righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
 18 The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20 “This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things 
that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
P: Please rise for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand) 
 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken) 
 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook 
and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 
him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” The 
Gospel of our Lord.  
 
Praise to you, O Christ. (Spoken) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – I Heard an Old, Old Story (TFF 97 Victory in 
Jesus) 
 
1. I heard an old, old story,  
How a Savior came from glory, 
How He gave His life on Calvary 
To save a wretch like me: 
I heard about His groaning, 
Of His precious blood's atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins 
And won the victory. 
 
R: Oh, victory in Jesus, 
My Savior, forever, 
He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; 
He loved me ere I knew Him. 
And all my love is due Him, 
He plunged me to victory 
Beneath the cleansing flood. 
 
2. I heard about His healing, 
Of His cleansing power revealing, 
How He made the lame to walk again 
And caused the blind to see; 
And then I cried, "Dear Jesus, 
Come and heal my broken spirit." 
And somehow Jesus came 
And brought to me the victory. 
 
R: Oh, victory in Jesus, 
My Savior, forever, 
He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; 
He loved me ere I knew Him. 
And all my love is due Him, 
He plunged me to victory 
Beneath the cleansing flood. 
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3. I heard about a mansion 
He has built for me in glory, 
And I heard about the streets of gold 
Beyond the crystal sea; 
About the angels singing, 
And the old redemption story, 
And some sweet day I'll sing up there 
The song of victory. 
 
R: Oh, victory in Jesus, 
My Savior, forever, 
He sought me and bought me 
with His redeeming blood; 
He loved me ere I knew Him. 
And all my love is due Him, 
He plunged me to victory 
Beneath the cleansing flood. 
 
SERMON:  PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS  (Please be seated) 
 
Notes . . . 
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NICENE CREED (Please stand) 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence. 
Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of 
everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in 
you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. 
May all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may 
we be faithful stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. 
Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy 
and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel 
lost and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (and those on our 
Prayer list). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s 
victory over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy 
of your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your 
victory. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
                              Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING       (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8) 
 
(During the offering, the ushers will now pass the collection plates moving 
from back to front while an interlude plays.  Then we will sing the Offertory 
which is printed as follows.) 
 
OFFERTORY (Please stand) 
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Offering Prayer 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace 
along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, 
breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 
that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 
 
PEACE (Please be seated) 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
Please greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and say, “Peace be with you,” or 
similar words. 

 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  
P: The Lord be with you.    
 
C: And also with you. 
  
P: Lift up your hearts.    
 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,  
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;  
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter  
and all the witnesses of the resurrection,  
with earth and sea and all their creatures,  
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  



17 
 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light 
to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen 



18 
 

 

BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367)
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DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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                                     “Let us exit to serve” 
            
               We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out….. 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAYER 
LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.  NAMES 
WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS, UNLESS YOU 
REQUEST LONGER.  PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to MAKE ADDITIONS – 
(302) 658-5288. 
 
THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:   
 
 UNITY CHURCH       PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS 
 HARRY WILLIAMS        PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT 
 REV. LORRAINE           RUTH JOE 
        FRAN RODRIQUEZ       ROB FISHER 
        JOAN MILLER  MARLENE SMITH 
 JAMES SPAMER            HARRY WILLIAMS 
        TODD FISHER              TANYA BIRCH 
        AL SHOLLENBERGER  
        DONA RODRIGUES AND SON DANIEL 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors  
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.  
IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN. 
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PUB THEOLOGY – is held on the third Sunday of each month.  We meet in 
the Weiser Room and hold a lively discussion centering around everyday 
life.  It is quite interesting and everyone is invited is invited to attend.  In 
April, we will meet on April 19, 2026. 
 
WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE will meet on Sunday, April 12th, 
immediately following morning worship in the Weiser Room. 
 
WE HAVE A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to see the performance 
“Joshua” in Lancaster on Wednesday, October 14th.  The cost for 
transportation and ticket to the show will be $154.  Show time is 11:00 am.  
Terry Hawkins is in charge and would like to know as soon as possible how 
many will be going.  If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
Terry. 
 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE would like to thank each and every one who 
so generously donated Easter baskets for the needy.  We had over 50 
baskets contributed, and they were all given out this past week.  There are 
certainly a lot of smiling faces in the community as a result of your 
generosity.  THANK YOU SO VERY, VERY MUCH!! 
 
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!! Our semi-annual spring giveaway will be held 
on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please donate all small household items, toys, 
shoes, and clothing and bring to the church.  We need many volunteers on 
Friday, May 1 to organize donated items and we also will need many 
volunteers on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please prayerfully consider helping. 
For more info, call Joan Lygate (302) 563-6464. 
 
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP is held in the Narthex 
immediately following morning worship and all are invited to attend.  If 
anyone is interested in hosting one Sunday, please contact Rev. Lorraine @ 
(302) 383-9755. 
  
PRIVATE PRAYERS – If you would like extra prayer time, you are 
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion. 
 
Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month, 6-
7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info. 
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Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is 
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.  Dial 
1-240-591-0390, 315-704#. 
 
Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship 
leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider helping 
out in this capacity.  Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy Scouts to 
replace Bob Mazzoni.  See Carol Egan for more info. 
 
Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church 
Council – volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and 
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or 
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor 
Sanders. 
 
Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set up 
VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow 
directions to donate by credit card.  There is a “donate now” button on our 
Website which is www.unitywilmington.org  
 
Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you’d like to talk individually 
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melissa. 
Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour). Companions 
usually meet once a month. 
 
 
 
Bible Study is held every Wednesday evening at 7:00 via Zoom.  Please access 
Zoom as follows: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdM
WGwwUT09     
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,87206052414#.....0#,,717690# US (Wash, DC) 
Meeting ID:  872 0605 2414 
Passcode:  717690 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitywilmington.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
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Thank you to all who generously donated lilies to help beautify our 
church on this glorious Easter morning.  After the service, please 
feel free to take your lily off the altar to enjoy at home or share 
with a friend. 
 
KIM BRADLEY IN LOVING MEMORY OF MICHAEL BRADLEY 
 
KIM WILLIAMS IN LOVING MEMORY OF DIANE WILLIAMS AND IN 
HONOR OF HER CHILDREN. 
 
LORI NEWTON IN LOVING MEMORY OF NOVA ROSE AND IN HONOR 
OF THE NEWTON FAMILY 
 
FRAN & GORDON FISHER 
 
THE SNOWDEN FAMILY IN LOVING MEMORY OF RHODA & MIKE 
SNOWDEN AND Jim & DELORES BOUZOUKIS 
 
UNITY CONGREGATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF BOB MAZZONI AND 
IN HONOR OF DIANE MAZZONI 
 
JOAN LYGATE IN LOVING MEMORY OF MATT LYGATE 
 
MARLENE SMITH IN LOVING MEMORY OF EMILY & FRANK FRESONI 
AND ROGER SMITH 
 
CAROL EGAN IN LOVING MEMORY OF FRANK & EMILY FRESCONI, 
CATHERINE & DAVID MILLER AND CHARLES F. EGAN, JR. 
 
PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS 
 
REV. LORRAINE 
 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF LORRAINE FOUNTAIN & DEBRA WIGGINS 
 
GEORGE & ANNE ZAFIS 
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