
																Sunday, April 28, 2024 
																																 							 	 5th	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	
																									 	 	 	 9:30	am	Worship	Service	
														 	 	 	 	
Mission	Statement:		Compelled	by	God’s	love	and	our	faith	in	Jesus	Christ,	Unity	Church,	a	

diverse	people	of	faith,	seeks	to	realize	God’s	dream	for	the	world	through	worship,	
learning,	giving,	and	serving.		

Core	Values:		We	love	children.		Serve	Christ	with	courage.		Embrace	diversity.		Nurture	
community.		Be	an	advocate	for	justice	and	peace.	

Vision	Statement:		We	are	called	to	Reach	Up,	Reach	In	and	Reach	Out	
(302)	658-5288	UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com		

																																											2101	Lancaster	Avenue,	Wilmington,	DE	19805	
	 	 	 	 											www.unitywilmington.org	

We	invite	you	to	contact	Unity’s	staff	members:		
The	Rev.	Brian	K.	Sanders,	Lead	Pastor	

443-676-2239;	bks0808@aol.com	

The	Rev.	Clarence	Pettit,	Pastor	Emeritus	
302-293-5415;	pastorpettit@hotmail.com		

The	Rev.	Dr.	Melissa	P.	Lemons,	Pastor	for	Community	Ministry	
melissalemons@gmail.com;	302-803-8866	

Norwood	Coleman,	Jr.,	PhD,	Music	Director	
Mrs.	Sharlene	Drummond,	Choir	Director	

YOU	CAN	ACCESS	US	ON	SUNDAY	MORNINGS	AT	9:30AM	ON	YOUTUBE,	UNITY	LUTHERAN	CHURCH,	
WILMINGTON,	DE	WITH	THE	CURRENT	SUNDAY	DATE.		FOR	YOUR	CONVENIENCE,	USE	LINK	BELOW.	

           
               https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg 
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“Enter	to	Worship”	
*Those	who	are	able	are	invited	to	stand		**	Please,	no	walking	or	standing	during	this	
time.		BOLD	PRINT:	Congregation	responds,	P:	Presider,		A:	Assisting	Minister/Worship	
Leader					

THE GATHERING 

The	Holy	Spirit	calls	us	together	as	the	people	of	God.	

PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 

INTRODUCTION 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the 
image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each 
other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first 
letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self 
and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branch-
es, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of 
the world. 

OPENING HYMN – ELW 377                     (PLEASE STAND) 
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  (PLEASE STAND) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has 
done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation 
through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people 
passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian 
official entered your boundless baptismal life.  Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the 
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the 
risen Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

                                                   
                                        Prayer of the Day 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot 
live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit 
of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

                      WORD (PLEASE BE SEATED) 
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God	speaks	to	us	in	scripture	reading,	preaching,	and	song.	

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her en-
tire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning 
home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to 
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage 
of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to 
speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news 
about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some wa-
ter; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 
being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing 
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this 
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
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the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love 
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have bold-
ness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has 
to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 		(PLEASE	STAND)	

  
 
*GOSPEL  	

P:	The Holy Gospel according to: John 15:1-8 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord 
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Gospel:  
 [Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed 
by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

HYMN OF THE DAY – TFF 98 

SERMON         PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS 
Notes… 

    
APOSTLES CREED (PLEASE STAND) 
C:	I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch 
Him 
And say that we love Him. 
 
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen, 
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was  
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended  
into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to  
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  
christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or,	“he	descended	to	the	dead,”	another	translation	of	this	text	in	widespread	use.	From	
sundaysandseasons.com.    

Prayers of Intercession (Please sit, stand or kneel) 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. A brief silence. 

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mis-
sion of the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. 
Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. God 
of grace, hear our prayer. 

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and 
lakes, streams and estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters (local 
bodies of water may be named). Renew the face of the earth and shower us 
with your goodness. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national lead-
ers, for elected representatives at every level, and for international organi-
zations, that justice and peace may reign. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, 
for those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill 
or suffering (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer. 

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for 
all who visit and minister to one another, for all who take communion to 
homes or care centers, and for all who seek to share your love with the 
world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

                         Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like 
them, to bear much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, 
bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will feast together at your ta-
ble. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and liv-
ing Lord.  Amen. 

OFFERING 	 	 	 (God	loves	a	cheerful	giver.”	2	Cor.	9:7,	8)	
(During	the	offering,	the	ushers	will	pass	the	offering	plates	moving	from	back	to	front	
while	an	interlude	is	played.		Then	we	will	sing	the	Offertory	printed	herewith.)				
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we 
offer here be signs of your abiding love.  Form us to be your wit-
nesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    All are welcome to communion 

P: The Lord be with you  C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.	

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.   

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  
to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of  
me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith:   Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask…Come, Lord 
Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen 

                                          
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:   
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  

 11



Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
                                                               

 

Prayer after Communion 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 
us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your 
goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and 
friend. Amen. 

                                              
THE SENDING 

         God blesses	us	and	sends	us	to	minister	to	the	world.	

BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN –ELW 452 PLEASE STAND 

 

                                       
 																																														DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.  Thanks be to God. 

																																					“Let	us	exit	to	serve”	
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															We	are	called	to	reach	up,	reach	in,	and	reach	out…..	

IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAYER 
LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288. 
THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:   

										JOHN SHELIC                             HELEN PETTIT 

       MARTHA KARAGIANNIS             ERICKA ULLMAN
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       DENIS RODRIQUES                     ALEXIS JOHNSON 
      VIRGINIA SHAWVER        BRENDA MARSHALL 
      D. COVERDALE         MOODY FAMILY                          

RUBY GLOVER                PAM BOYER 
       DENISE LEACH         JUSTIN HOTTES 
       ELIZABETH HOTTES        LISA BRADLEY 
 PAMELA HALEY         BETTY & ELMO BEYER 
        SUE M.                                        JOE OLIVER 
    STEVE MULLINS                         PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT 
 DOTTIE DODDS          PASTOR MELISSA LEMONS 
        MATT LYGATE         SCRIPTURE BERNARD-LAM-
BERT 
 REGION BERNARD-LAMBERT    ALLIE MAE BOUIE                   
        REINY RASARIO         MINISTER CYNTHIA   
        KIM WILLIAMS           UNITY CHURCH    
        DICK ULLMAN               MELVIN MAPP 
 DEBRA WIGGINS         JOHNNY MAPP  
        JANET YABROFF                        RUTH JOE 

         

ANNOUNCEMENTS – BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, ETC 

WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS 
MORNING. IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME 
AGAIN. 

Public Theology Gathering:  The Gathering is held the fourth Sun-
day of each month.  However, due to conflicts, we will not meet in 
May.  The next gathering will be held on Sunday, June 23, 2024 at 
11:30 at Gallucio’s.  

The next Music & Worship Committee Meeting will be held on Sun-
day, May 5th, immediately following morning worship.  

The Evangelism/Outreach Committees are inviting everyone to Fel-
lowship Coffee Hour in the Narthex immediately following worship 
service.  Stop by and give a hug or smile to someone.  Free will of-
fering is accepted.  
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