Sunday, June 14, 2026
10:00 am Worship Service
3" Sunday of Pentecost
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Mission Statement: Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity
Church, a diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world

through worship, learning, giving, and serving.

Core Values: We love children. Serve Christ with courage. Embrace diversity.
Nurture community. Be an advocate for justice and peace.

Vision Statement: We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out

(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805
www.unitywilmington.org
We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor
443-676-2239; bkso808@aol.com

The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry
melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866
Office hours: by appointment

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKIFg-Lkvg
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http://www.unitywilmington.org/
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“Enter to Worship”
*Those who are able are invited to stand ** Please, no walking or standing during
this time. BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider, A: Assisting

Minister/Worship Leader. Where you see a ', you are invited to make the sign of
the cross.

THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAISE & WORSHIP
RINGING OF THE BELLS

Introduction
A: Moses tells the Israelites that they are called to be a priestly king-
dom and a holy people. Jesus sends out the disciples as laborers into
the harvest. In baptism we too are anointed for ministry, sharing
God’s compassion with our needy world. From the Lord’s table we go
forth to proclaim the good news, to heal the sick, and to share our
bread with the hungry.

OPENING HYMN-"0 GIVE THANKS” UNITY SONG BOOK #2
Please Stand

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD, YES HE IS
GOOD

O GIVE THANKS UNTO THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD, YES HE IS
GOOD

FOR HE IS WORTHY, WORTHY

FOR HE IS GOOD, YES HE IS GOOD

FOR HE IS WORTHY, WORTHY

FOR HE IS GOOD, YES HE IS GOOD



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.

In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s
name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A or P: God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and
brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our hearts, that,
overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of your
realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD (Please be seated)

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a

>[The Israelites] journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of
Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of
the mountain.’ Then Moses went up to God; the LoRD called to him
from the mountain, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell
the Israelites: “‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I
bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. > Now, therefore,
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if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treas-
ured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is
mine, °but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’
These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses went, summoned the elders of the people, and set be-
fore them all these words that the Lorp had commanded him. #@The
people all answered as one, “"Everything that the LorRD has spoken we
will do.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 100 (READ RESPONSIVELY)

! Make a joyful noise to the LorD, all you lands! ?Serve the LorD with
gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.

*Know that the LorD is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.

“Enter the gates of the LorD with thanksgiving and the courts with
praise; give thanks and bless God’s holy name.

> Good indeed is the LorD, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8
! Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this
grace in which we stand, and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory
of God. *And not only that, but we also boast in our afflictions, know-
ing that affliction produces endurance, “and endurance produces char-
acter, and character produces hope, >and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

®For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the



ungodly. “Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to
die. ®But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners
Christ died for us.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of
Baptism we are reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By
water and the Holy Spirit we are made members of the Church which
is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his people, we grow
in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

A sponsor for each candidate, in turn, presents the candidate.
I present _name to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

In Christian love you have presented these children for Holy Baptism.
You should, therefore, faithfully bring them to the services of God’s
house, and teach them the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments. As they grow in years, you should place

in their hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for their instruction in
the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their Baptism and in
communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until the day of
Jesus Christ. Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?

I do.
THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven
and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living
things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those
whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar
of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of
the promised land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized
by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death
and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to
sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of ev-
erlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing
and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be
given new life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this
water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty
promises?

I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?



I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

BAPTISM

Name , 1 baptize you in the name of the Father, (The minister pours
water on the candidate’s head) and of the Son, (The minister pours
water on the candidate’s head a second time.) and of the Holy Spirit.
(The minister pours water on the candidate’s head a third time.)
Amen

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.



Those who have been baptized kneel. Sponsors or parents holding
young children stand. The minister lays both hands on the head of
each of the baptized and prays for the Holy Spirit:

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for free-
ing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising
them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy
Spirit upon _name : the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence. Amen

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of
the baptized. Oil prepared for this purpose may be used. As the sign of
the cross is made, the minister says:

Name , child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever. Amen

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon

the fathers and mothers of these children. Let them ever rejoice in the
gift you have given them. Make them teachers and examples of right-
eousness for their children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so
they may share eternally with their children the salvation you have
given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WELCOME

Through Baptism God has made these new sisters and brothers mem-
bers of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may pro-
claim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to
all the world.

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as fel-
low members of the body of Christ, children of the same heav-
enly Father, and workers with us in the kingdom of God.



Peace be with you. Peace be with you

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please Stand)
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P: The Holy Gospel according to: Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel:

> Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their syna-
gogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing eve-
ry disease and every sickness. *°* When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd. *’ Then he said to his disciples, “The har-
vest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; *®therefore ask the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

101 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them au-
thority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every dis-
ease and every sickness. “These are the names of the twelve apostles:
first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son
of Zebedee and his brother John; °Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas
and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus and Thaddae-
us; “Simon the Cananaean and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.



°These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do
not take a road leading to gentiles, and do not enter a Samaritan
town, °but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you
go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come
near.’ ® Cure the sick; raise the dead; cleanse those with a skin dis-
ease; cast out demons. You received without payment; give without
payment. [° Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, ‘°no bag
for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff, for laborers de-
serve their food. '* Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in
it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. '? As you enter the house,
greet it. °If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it
is not worthy, let your peace return to you. '*If anyone will not wel-
come you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as
you leave that house or town. > Truly I tell you, it will be more tolera-
ble for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than
for that town.

16T am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves, so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. !’ Beware of them, for they
will hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues, ‘®and
you will be dragged before governors and kings because of me, as a
testimony to them and the gentiles. ° When they hand you over, do
not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say, for what
you are to say will be given to you at that time, ?“for it is not you who
speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. ?! Sibling
will betray sibling to death and a father his child, and children will rise
against parents and have them put to death, “?and you will be hated
by all because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. > When they persecute you in this town, flee to the next, for
truly I tell you, you will not have finished going through all the towns
of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”]

HYMN OF THE DAY- “LORD, PREPARE ME TO BE A SANCTUARY”’
UNITY SONG BOOK #12
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LORD, PREPARE ME TO BE A SANCTURY
PURE AND HOLY, TRIED AND TRUE
WITH THANKSGIVING, I’LL BE A LIVING SANCTUARY FOR YOU.

LEAD ME, O LORD, FROM TEMPTATION
PURIFY ME FROM WITHIN

FILL MY HEART WITH YOUR HOLY SPRIT
TAKE AWAY ALL MY SINS

SERMON PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS

Notes...

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit, stand or kneel)

A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and
the needs of the world. A brief silence.

God of freedom, you ransomed Israel from slavery to be a holy people.
As we observe Juneteenth this coming week, free us also to be a peo-
ple who proclaim your liberating love. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, you call all the earth to make a joyful noise to you.
Let us join the chorus of the natural world in proclaiming your glory.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you sent Jesus as peace for all of humankind.
Bring an end to war and conflict, bring hope to places devasted by de-
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struction (especially), and sustain those who advocate for peace. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

God of grace, you pour hope and love into our hearts in times of
shame and doubt. Protect those experiencing housing insecurity. Uplift
anyone struggling with hopelessness, illness, or other worries (espe-
cially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all, you call your children to serve in a plentiful harvest. Give us
the wisdom to know how best to serve our local community and our
neighbors. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of faith, we give thanks for (Macrina, Basil the Great, Gregory of
Nyssa, Gregory of Nazianzus, and all) the saints who earnestly seek
you. Guide us as we seek to follow those who have led your church.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and un-
spoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always
C: And also with you. Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8)

(During the offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates moving from back to
front while a musical selection is played. Then the congregation will sing the Of-
fertory hymn printed below.)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
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so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING All are welcome to communion
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask... Come,
Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:

14



(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing
us now and forever. Amen.

THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world.
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BLESSING

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold
you today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN- “1 LOVE TO TELL THE STORY” ELW 661
Please Stand
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I Love to Tell the Story
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Text: Katherine Hankey, 18341911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 18491936
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DISMISSAL

A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

“Let us exit to serve”
We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out.....

IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAY-
ER LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.
NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS,
UNLESS YOU REQUEST LONGER. PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to
MAKE ADDITIONS - (302) 658-5288.

THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR
DAILY PRAYERS:

UNITY CHURCH PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS
HARRY WILLIAMS PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT
REV. LORRAINE RUTH JOE

FRAN RODRIQUEZ ROB FISHER

JOAN MILLER AL SHOLLENBERGER
JAMES SPAMER HARRY WILLIAMS

TODD FISHER TANYA BIRCH

DONA RODRIGUES AND SON DANIEL

ALICE COLEMAN MICHAEL JACKSON
CURTIS & MICHELE JACKSON

CAROL EGAN

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.
IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN.

PUB THEOLOGY - is held on the third Sunday of each month. We
meet in the Weiser Room and hold a lively discussion centering around
everyday life. It is quite interesting and everyone is invited is invited
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to attend. Normally, we meet on the third Sunday of each month, but
in June we will meet on Sunday, June 28, immediately following
morning worship. Please join us!

COUNCIL NEWS - Rev. Lorraine has been assigned to manage rent-
als and any use of the building. She can be reached at (302)383-9755
(cell) of email: evangelldryden@yahoo.com

SAVE THE DATE!!! We are planning a group excursion to an evening
Blue Rocks game on Wednesday, June 17, 2026. The cost per person
will be $17.00 which includes your ticket and a tailgate in the parking
lot prior to game with food. The game begins at 6:30 and the tailgate
will begin at 5:30 pm. We have secured 60 tickets behind home plate.
We have invited St Philips, St Stephens and Trinity Episcopal to join
us. See Joan Lygate to reserve your spot.

ALL CHILDREN’S GRADUATIONS will be celebrated going from one
grade to the next on July 12%". There is a sign-up sheet at the back of
the church for the adult’s name, child’s name, relationship, age and
grade. Please register your child for recognition on July 12t, Also, we
have a sign-up sheet for donations of food and other items to be used
for the celebration.

WE HAVE A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to see the performance
“Joshua” in Lancaster on Wednesday, October 14%". The cost for
transportation and ticket to the show will be $154. Show time is
11:00 am. Terry Hawkins is in charge and would like to know as soon
as possible how many will be going. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact Terry. TICKETS ARE GOING FAST! SIGN
UP TODAY!

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP is held in the Narthex imme-
diately following morning worship and all are invited to attend. If any-
one is interested in hosting one Sunday, please contact Rev. Lorraine
@ (302) 383-9755.

PRIVATE PRAYERS - If you would like extra prayer time, you are
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion.

20


mailto:evangelldryden@yahoo.com

Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month,
6-7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info.

Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.
Dial 1-240-591-0390, 315-704#.

Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship

leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider help-
ing out in this capacity. Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy

Scouts to replace Bob Mazzoni. See Carol Egan for more info.

Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church
Council - volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor
Sanders.

Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set
up VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow
directions to donate by credit card. There is a "donate now” button on
our Website which is www.unitywilmington.org

Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you'd like to talk individually
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melis-
sa. Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour).
Companions usually meet once a month.

Bible Study is held every Wednesday evening at 7:00 via Zoom. Please ac-
cess Zoom as follows:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/872060524142pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrV
GdMWGwwUTo9

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,87206052414+#..... 0#,,717690# US (Wash, DC)
Meeting ID: 872 0605 2414

Passcode: 717690
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