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                Sunday, March 29, 2026 
           10:00 am Worship Service 
                      PALM SUNDAY 
 
              

 
 

Mission Statement:  Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity 
Church, a diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world 

through worship, learning, giving, and serving.  
 

Core Values:  We love children.  Serve Christ with courage.  Embrace diversity.  
Nurture community.  Be an advocate for justice and peace. 

 
Vision Statement:  We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out 

 
(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com  

                                           2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805 
               www.unitywilmington.org 

We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:  
 

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor 
443-676-2239; bks0808@aol.com 

 
The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry 

melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866 
Office hours: by appointment 

 
Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director 

Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director 
 
 

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE.  FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW. 

           

mailto:UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
http://www.unitywilmington.org/
mailto:melissalemons@gmail.com
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               https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg 
  

 
“Enter to Worship” 

*Those who are able are invited to stand  ** Please, no walking or standing during 
this time.  BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider,  A: Assisting 
Minister/Worship Leader. Where you see a ☩, you are invited to make the sign of 
the cross.                             

THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRAISE & WORSHIP  
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

 
We will gather in the Narthex prior to the service and enter the 
church signing Processional Hymn – “Ride On, King Jesus” 
 

Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
Jesus enters Jerusalem 
1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go in-
to the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will 
send them immediately.” 4 This took place to fulfill what had been spo-
ken through the prophet: 
 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought 
the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 
them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg
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 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN- “RIDE ON, KING JESUS” TFF 182     
Please Stand  
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Introduction 

A:  Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ 
is glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like 
Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, 
denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into 
our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on 
the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life 
through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread 
and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church 
year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN – “ALL GLORY, LAUD & HONOR”  ELW 344 
  PLEASE STAND 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Please Stand) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
and blots out all offenses.  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast 
love. 
 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast 
love. 
 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast 
love. 
 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of 
your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast 
love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the right-
eousness of Christ. 
 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the 
One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love 
into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 
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                                PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
A or P:  Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race 
you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suf-
fer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resur-
rection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD (Please be seated)  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord GOD has given me a trained tongue, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens, 
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has 
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I did not turn backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who struck me and my cheeks to those who 
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
 
7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 
put to shame; 8 he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with 
me? Let us stand in court together. Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 9a It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will de-
clare me guilty? 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16 (READ RESPONSIVELY) 
 



9 
 

 

Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16 
 
9 Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed 
with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 
10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are 
consumed. 
 
11 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a 
dismay to my acquaintances; when they see me in the street they 
avoid me. 
 
12 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as 
a broken pot.  
 
13 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 
14 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. I have said, 
“You are my God. 
 
15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 
 
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in 
your steadfast love.”  
 
 
 
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the 
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form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And being found in ap-
pearance as a human, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name 
that is above every other name, 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 
 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
                      *GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (Please Stand) 
P: Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL 

P: The Holy Gospel according to: Gospel: Matthew 26:14—27:66 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:  
14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15 and said, “What will you give me if I betray him to you?” 
They paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he be-
gan to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 
  17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 
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saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to 
eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and 
say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passo-
ver at your house with my disciples.’ ” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus 
had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 
  20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve disci-
ples, 21 and while they were eating he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you 
will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to 
say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, 
“The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray 
me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one 
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 
that one not to have been born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, 
“Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
 
  26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; 
this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he 
gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you, 28 for this is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the for-
giveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s king-
dom.” 
  30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Ol-
ives. 
 
  31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this 
night, for it is written, 
 ‘I will strike the shepherd, 
  and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 “But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter 
said to him, “Even if all fall away because of you, I will never fall 
away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to him, “Even 
though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the 
disciples. 
 
  36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he 



12 
 

said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He 
took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee and began to be 
grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply 
grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39 And 
going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me, yet not what I want 
but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me 
one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time 
of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again he 
went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 Again he came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same 
words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. 
Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
  47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; 
with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief 
priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had given 
them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 At 
once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed 
him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. 51 Suddenly one 
of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Put your sword back into its place, for all who take the sword will die 
by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how 
then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this 
way?” 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out 
with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a rebel? Day af-
ter day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But 
all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be 
fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and fled. 
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  57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high 
priest, where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was 
following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, 
and going inside he sat with the guards in order to see how this would 
end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to 
death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came for-
ward. At last two came forward 61 and said, “This fellow said, ‘I am 
able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’ ” 62 The 
high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer? What is it that 
they testify against you?” 63 But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest 
said to him, “I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said 
so. But I tell you, 
 From now on you will see the Son of Man 
  seated at the right hand of Power 
  and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! 
Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphe-
my. 66 What do you think?” They answered, “He deserves 
death.” 67 Then they spat in his face and struck him, and some slapped 
him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck 
you?” 
 
  69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A female servant 
came to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But 
he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are 
talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, another female serv-
ant saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Je-
sus the Nazarene.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know 
the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Pe-
ter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays 
you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know 
the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered 
what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will deny me three 
times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 
 
  27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the 



14 
 

people conferred together against Jesus in order to bring about his 
death. 2 They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate 
the governor. 
 
  3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he re-
pented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests 
and the elders. 4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 
But they said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 Throwing down 
the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed, and he went and 
hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, 
“It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood 
money.” 7 After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s 
field as a place to bury foreigners. 8 For this reason that field has been 
called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, “And they took the thirty pieces 
of silver, the price of the one on whom a price had been set, on whom 
some of the people of Israel had set a price, 10 and they gave them for 
the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
 
  11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 
him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But 
when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not an-
swer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusa-
tions they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even 
to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
  15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a 
prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they 
had a notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. 17 So after they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he re-
alized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him 
over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word 
to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have 
suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barab-
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bas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is 
called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he 
asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Let him be crucified!” 
 
  24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the 
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it your-
selves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us 
and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them, and after 
flogging Jesus he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
  27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They 
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his 
own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 
 
  32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Si-
mon; they compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they 
came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they 
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he 
would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his 
clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36 then they sat down there 
and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against 
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
  38 Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one 
on his left. 39 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 
heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 
the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the 
scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from 
the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God 
deliver him now, if he wants to, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44 The 
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rebels who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way. 
 
  45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon. 46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 
“This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a 
sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come 
to save him.” 50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed 
his last. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The 
tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when 
the centurion and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, 
saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
  55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they 
had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him. 56 Among them 
were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and 
the mother of the sons of Zebedee. 
 
  57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea 
named Joseph, who also was himself a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be giv-
en to him. 59 So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth 60 and laid it in his new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He 
then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went 
away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting oppo-
site the tomb. 
 
  62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we 
remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, ‘After three 
days I will rise again.’ 64 Therefore command the tomb to be made se-
cure until the third day; otherwise, his disciples may go and steal him 
away and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’ and the 
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last deception would be worse than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, 
“You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So 
they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the 
stone. 
 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY – “DOWN AT THE CROSS” TFF 72 
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SERMON                                                Rev Lorraine Dryden 
Notes… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
                        APOSTLES CREED (Please Stand) 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
From sundaysandseasons.com.     

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit, stand or kneel) 

A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us 
pray for the world and its needs.  A brief silence. 
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O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all 
preachers in your church both globally and locally (here local bishops, 
pastors, deacons, and lay preachers may be named). Open our hearts 
to encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, 
land and sea, and plants and animals around the cross, so that all cre-
ation bears witness to your saving love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and 
build your beloved community among all people. Guide judges, attor-
neys, and juries so that they act with justice and fairness. Hear us, O 
God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all 
who, like Jesus, know the sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false ac-
cusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this day (especially). 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter 
Holy Week. Bless those here who will lead worship and tell the story of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
                          Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for (Hans 
Nielsen Hauge and) all the faithful departed who rest in your mercy. 
Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 
salvation.  Amen. 
 
         

                           
                                             MEAL 
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                                           God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always 
C: And also with you.   Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.  
 
OFFERING    (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8) 
(During the offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates moving from back to 
front while a musical selection is played.  Then the congregation will sing the Of-
fertory hymn printed below.)    
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                                       OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love em-
braces all creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the 
earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread 
and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls 
us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
 
PLEASE BE SEATED. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     All are welcome to communion 
P: The Lord be with you   C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts.    C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.   

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  

to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith:   Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
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full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask…Come, 
Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
                                              
                           THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P:  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:   
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39) 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 
P:  Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
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                     PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A & C:   God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that 
restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for 
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, 
may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to 
your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE SENDING 
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God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world. 

                                                BLESSING 
 
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things in-
to existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose 
breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN– “ALAS AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED” ELW 337 
 Please Stand 
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                                              DISMISSAL 
 
A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
                            “Let us exit to serve” 
 
           We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out….. 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAY-
ER LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.  
NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS, 
UNLESS YOU REQUEST LONGER.  PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to 
MAKE ADDITIONS – (302) 658-5288. 
 
THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:   
 
 UNITY CHURCH       PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS 
 HARRY WILLIAMS        PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT 
 REV. LORRAINE           RUTH JOE 
        FRAN RODRIQUEZ       ROB FISHER 
        JOAN MILLER  MARLENE SMITH 
 JAMES SPAMER            HARRY WILLIAMS 
        TODD FISHER              TANYA BIRCH 
        AL SHOLLENBERGER  
        DONA RODRIGUES AND SON DANIEL 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors  
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.  
IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE will be held at 7:00 pm on Friday, 
April 3, 2026.  All are invited and encouraged to attend.  
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PUB THEOLOGY – is held on the third Sunday of each month.  We 
meet in the Weiser Room and hold a lively discussion centering around 
everyday life.  It is quite interesting and everyone is invited is invited 
to attend.  In April, we will meet on April 19, 2026. 
 
 
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE is asking anyone willing to donate an 
Easter Basket.  You can build your own or buy one.  We are hoping to 
get 25 baskets which will be donated to needy families prior to Easter 
Sunday.  See sign-up sheet located on table in back of the church 
sanctuary.  Deadline:  March 29, 2026.  For more info, call or text Rev. 
Lorraine (302) 383-9755.  TO DATE, WE HAVE APPROXIMATELY 
40 BASKETS DONATED.  THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPAT-
ED. 
 
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE!! Our semi-annual spring giveaway will be 
held on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please donate all small household 
items, toys, shoes, and clothing and bring to the church.  We need 
many volunteers on Friday, May 1 to organize donated items and we 
also will need many volunteers on Saturday, May 2, 2026.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping. For more info, call Joan Lygate (302) 
563-6464. 
 
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP is held in the Narthex imme-
diately following morning worship and all are invited to attend.  If any-
one is interested in hosting one Sunday, please contact Rev. Lorraine 
@ (302) 383-9755. 
  
PRIVATE PRAYERS – If you would like extra prayer time, you are 
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion. 
 
Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month, 
6-7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info. 
 
Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is 
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.  
Dial 1-240-591-0390, 315-704#. 
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Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship 
leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider help-
ing out in this capacity.  Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy 
Scouts to replace Bob Mazzoni.  See Carol Egan for more info. 
 
Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church 
Council – volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and 
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or 
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor 
Sanders. 
 
Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set 
up VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow 
directions to donate by credit card.  There is a “donate now” button on 
our Website which is www.unitywilmington.org  
 
Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you’d like to talk individually 
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melis-
sa. Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour). 
Companions usually meet once a month. 
 
Bible Study is held every Wednesday evening at 7:00 via Zoom.  Please ac-
cess Zoom as follows: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrV
GdMWGwwUT09     
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,87206052414#.....0#,,717690# US (Wash, DC) 
Meeting ID:  872 0605 2414 
Passcode:  717690 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitywilmington.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87206052414?pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrVGdMWGwwUT09
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