Sunday, September 14, 2025
10:00 am Worship Service
14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Mission Statement: Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity
Church, a diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world
through worship, learning, giving, and serving.

Core Values: We love children. Serve Christ with courage. Embrace diversity.
Nurture community. Be an advocate for justice and peace.

Vision Statement: We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out

(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805
www.unitywilmington.org
We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor
443-676-2239; bkso808@aol.com

The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry
melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866
Office hours: by appointment

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director

Vida Dawkins, Youth Ministry Director
vidadawkins@gmail.com, 302-345-2617


mailto:UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
http://www.unitywilmington.org/
mailto:melissalemons@gmail.com
mailto:vidadawkins@gmail.com

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKIFg-Lkvg

“Enter to Worship”
*Those who are able are invited to stand ** Please, no walking or standing during
this time. BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider, A: Assisting
Minister/Worship Leader. Where you see a ', you are invited to make the sign of
the cross.

THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAISE & WORSHIP

RINGING OF THE BELLS

Introduction
A: The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually
our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That
our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only
hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

OPENING HYMN- “"COME, THOU FONT OF EVERY BLESSING”
ELW 807 Please Stand


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in- ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal 1it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 17351790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repasitory of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Please Stand)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy. We grumble about your grace to
others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and
forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost

and have been found. Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.
In the name of # Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

AorP: O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead
back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people
in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to
you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD (Please be seated)

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

’The LorD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; éthey
have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them;
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they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ” °The LoRrD said to Moses, “I
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. ' Now let me alone
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them, and of you I will make a great nation.”

11 But Moses implored the LorD his God and said, “O LorD, why does
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? '?Why should
the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to
kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not
bring disaster on your people. '*Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Isra-
el, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and
they shall inherit it forever.” ” '* And the LorD changed his mind about
the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

121 am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he considered me faithful and appointed me to his ser-

vice, 1*even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly
in unbelief, **and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. > The saying is sure and worthy
of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners—of whom I am the foremost. °But for that very reason I re-
ceived mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might dis-
play the utmost patience as an example to those who would come to
believe in him for eternal life. !’ To the King of the ages, immortal, in-
visible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please Stand)
P: Please stand for the reading of the Holy Gospel.
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.

P: The Holy Gospel according to: Luke 15:1-10
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel:
' Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] ?And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3So he told them this parable: ““Which one of you, having a hun-
dred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in
the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? > And
when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ® And
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost
sheep.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need
no repentance.

8“0r what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she
finds it? °And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.” 1°Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the an-
gels of God over one sinner who repents.”



The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY- "SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS 1S CALL-
ING” ELW 608

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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1 Soft - ly and ten-der -ly Je-sus 1is «call - ing, call - ing for
2  Why should we tar - ry when Je - sus is plead-ing, plead -ing for
3 Oh, for the won-der - ful love he has prom-ised, prom-ised for
S Y T ;
= -
you and for me. See, on the por - tals he’s wait-ing and watch-ing,

you and for me? Why should we lin - ger and heed not his mer - cies,
you and for me! Though we have sinned,he has mer-cy and par- don,
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watch-ing for you and for me.
mer - cies for you and for me? “Come home, come home!
par - don for you and for me.
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You who are wea-ry, come home.” Ear - nest-ly, ten-der - ly,
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Je -sus 1s call-ing, call - ing, “O Sin - ner, come home!”

Text: Will L. Thompson, 18471909
Music: THOMPSON, Will L. Thompson



SERMON Pastor Brian Sanders

Notes...

APOSTLES CREED (Please Stand)

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit, stand or kneel)

A: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all in need. A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the
times when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to
your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God
of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and
harmed this earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care
for all you have made, and grant us wisdom and strength to take ac-
tion toward restoring your creation to its fullness. God of grace,
receive our prayer.



Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. In-
struct them to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make
them instruments of your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions
and promote peace. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and
peace to those who are sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us
compassionate hearts to accompany those who are hurting and cour-
age to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and
love. Supply us with humility to seek forgiveness when we have
wronged one another and generosity to extend mercy when we have
been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life.
Console those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ,
our redeemer and friend. Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always
C: And also with you. Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8)
(During the offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates moving from back to
front while a musical selection is played. Then the congregation will sing the Of-
fertory hymn printed below.)
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A: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you

have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty
of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what
we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING All are welcome to communion
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask... Come,
Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.
Come to this meal of mercy.
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A & C: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and

to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’
name. Amen.

THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world.

BLESSING

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free,
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN- “"WHAT A FELLOWSHIP"” TFF 220 Please Stand
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What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms
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2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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bless - ed - ness, what

a peace is mine,

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
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DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

“Let us exit to serve”

We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out.....

IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAY-
ER LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.
NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS,
UNLESS YOU REQUEST LONGER. PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to
MAKE ADDITIONS - (302) 658-5288.

THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR
DAILY PRAYERS:

UNITY CHURCH PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS
DEBBIE SWAN PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT
NORMAN GARRETT SPENCER DRUMMOND
TYLER ALEXANDER CURTIS JACKSON

BILL ELLSWORTH NANCY ELLSWORTH
REV. LORRAINE RUTH JOE

FAMILY OF CLANCY VEASSY

DRANE JONES ROB FISHER

FAMILY OF RUSSELL CRAIG

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.
IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN.

WOMEN'’S FALL RETREAT - St. Philip’s Lutheran Church has invited
the women of Unity to a Fall Retreat on Saturday, November 8, 2025,
from 8am-1pmin their fellowship hall. A continental breakfast and
lunch will be provided. RSVP by Sunday, October 26t™". The theme is
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“Far More Precious than Diamonds”. See attached flyer for more in-
formation.

DIANE MAZZONI - would love to hear from her friends at Unity
Church. She is living in an assisted living facility in PA. Her new ad-
dress is: 130 N. Larkspur Drive, Palmyra, PA 17078.

YOU ARE INVITED - to the funeral service for Luci Nardo’s sister,
Anna. Everything will be held at the DAP (next door to our church) on
Saturday, October 4, 2025. Visitation will be at 12:00 with the service
beginning at 1:00. There will be a luncheon served following the ser-
vice. Luci has invited us all.

PUB THEOLOGY - Through a generous donation, we will be able to
resume Pub Theology on the third Sunday of each month. In Septem-
ber, we will meet on Sept. 21, in the Weiser Room, following morning
worship, and lunch will be brought in for those attending.

PRIVATE PRAYERS - If you would like extra prayer time, you are
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion.

WEEKLY ZUMBA CLASSES - We will suspend Weekly Zumba Classes
for the summer and will resume in the fall.

Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month,
6-7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info.

Food Pantry: Evening Hours — Every Thursday 5:00-7:00pm

Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.
Dial 1-240-591-0390, 315-704#.

Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship

leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider help-
ing out in this capacity. Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy

Scouts to replace Bob Mazzoni. See Carol Egan for more info.
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Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church
Council - volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor
Sanders.

Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set
up VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow
directions to donate by credit card. There is a "donate now” button on
our Website which is www.unitywilmington.org

Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you'd like to talk individually
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melis-
sa. Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour).
Companions usually meet once a month.

Bible Study has been suspended until the fall. Please access Zoom as fol-
lows:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/872060524142pwd=cWxnSnJodFE5S3hObzQrV
GdMWGwwUTo9

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,87206052414+#..... 0#,,717690# US (Wash, DC)
Meeting ID: 872 0605 2414

Passcode: 717690
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