- A& v Sunday, September 6, 2026
V& ﬁ 10:00 am Worship Service

15" Sunday of Pentecost

Mission Statement: Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity
Church, a diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world
through worship, learning, giving, and serving.

Core Values: We love children. Serve Christ with courage. Embrace diversity.
Nurture community. Be an advocate for justice and peace.

Vision Statement: We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out

(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com
2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805
www.unitywilmington.org
We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:

The Rev. Brian K. Sanders, Lead Pastor
443-676-2239; bkso808@aol.com

The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry
melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866
Office hours: by appointment

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKIFg-Lkvg
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“Enter to Worship”
*Those who are able are invited to stand ** Please, no walking or standing during
this time. BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider, A: Assisting

Minister/Worship Leader. Where you see a ', you are invited to make the sign of
the cross.

THE GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAISE & WORSHIP
RINGING OF THE BELLS

Introduction
A: Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’
words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with
church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to
turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of
the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present
among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

OPENING HYMN-"I JUST CAME TO PRAISE THE LORD” TFF 287
Please Stand

I JUST CAME TO PRAISE THE LORD, I JUST CAME TO PRAISE
THE LORD, I JUST CAME TO PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME, I JUST
CAME TO PRAISE THE LORD.

I JUST CAME TO THANK THE LORD, I JUST CAME TO THANK THE
LORD, I JUST CAME TO THANK HIS HOLY NAME, I JUST CAME
TO THANK THE LORD.

I JUST CAME TO LOVE THE LORD, I JUST CAME TO LOVE THE
LORD, I JUST CAME TO LOVE HIS HOLY NAME, I JUST CAME TO
LOVE THE LORD.



THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Please Stand)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your
goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us
to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following
the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through *+ Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the
promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

AorP: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your

perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; re-
move far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us to-
ward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD (Please be seated)

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song



First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; when-
ever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. ®If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,”
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your
hand. °But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do
not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you
will have saved your life.

'“Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said:
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away
because of them; how then can we live?” ' Say to them: As I live,
says the Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but
that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back
from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 (READ RESPONSIVELY)
*3Teach me, O LorD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to
the end.

** Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.

%> Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.
*Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.
*Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.

*8 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who
fear you.

**Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are
good.

“UBehold, I long for your commandments; by your righteous-
ness enliven me.



Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14

®Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You shall
not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this
word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” '° Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

1 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the mo-
ment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now
than when we became believers; “the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the ar-
mor of light; 'let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. *Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provi-
sion for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please Stand)
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GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to: Matthew 18:15-20
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel:

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *°“If your brother or sister sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you
are listened to, you have regained that one. ‘°But if you are not lis-
tened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word
may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. '’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the of-
fender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as
a gentile and a tax collector. **Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. '° Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heav-
en. “°For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there
among them.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

HYMN OF THE DAY- “WE PRAISE THEE, O GOD” TFF 100



We Praise Thee, O God
Revive Us Again
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1 We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love,
2 We praise thee, O God, for thy Spir - it of light,
3 All glo - ry and praise to the Lamb that was slain,
4 Re - vive a - gain, fill each heart with thy love,
B . E
o)
for Je - sus who died and s now gone a - bove.
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Text: William P. MacKay, 183718835
Music: REVIVE US AGAIN, John H. Husband, 1760-1825
SERMON PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS
Notes...




APOSTLES CREED (Please Stand)

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suf-
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I be-
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Please sit, stand or kneel)

A: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us. A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to an-
nounce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unex-
pected ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the
needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of
transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster (especially).
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation
away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, espe-
cially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore
broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we
carry with us. (We pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your right-
eousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good
news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks
for the nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone
before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask,
and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always
C: And also with you. Please share a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8)
(During the offering, the ushers will pass the offering plates moving from back to
front while a musical selection is played. Then the congregation will sing the Of-
fertory hymn printed below.)
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OFFERING PRAYER

A: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth
abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us generous with
what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in
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service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING All are welcome to communion
P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask... Come,
Lord Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39)
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
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come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
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grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table
to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name

we pray. Amen.
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THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world.

BLESSING

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN- “EVERYTIME | FEEL THE SPIRIT” TFF 241
Please Stand
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Every Time I Feel the Spirit

Refrain
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Text: African American spiritual
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DISMISSAL
A: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.
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“Let us exit to serve”
We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out.....

IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAY-
ER LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.
NAMES WILL REMAIN ON THE PRAYER LIST FOR 3 MONTHS,
UNLESS YOU REQUEST LONGER. PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE to
MAKE ADDITIONS - (302) 658-5288.

THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR
DAILY PRAYERS:

UNITY CHURCH PASTOR BRIAN SANDERS
HARRY WILLIAMS PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT
REV. LORRAINE RUTH JOE

FRAN RODRIQUEZ CAROL EGAN

JOAN MILLER AL SHOLLENBERGER
JAMES SPAMER HARRY WILLIAMS

ROBERT OLIVER TANYA BIRCH

DONA RODRIGUES AND SON DANIEL

ALICE COLEMAN MICHAEL JACKSON

CURTIS & MICHELE JACKSON
MARY ELLEN BANE CLAIRE GARNETT

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Birthdays, Anniversaries, Visitors
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS MORNING.

IT IS SO GOOD TO HAVE YOU AND PLEASE COME AGAIN.

PUB THEOLOGY - is held on the third Sunday of each month. We
meet in the Weiser Room and hold a lively discussion centering around
everyday life. It is quite interesting and everyone is invited is invited
to attend. In September, we will meet on Sunday, September 20,
immediately following morning worship. Please join us!

ZUMBA CLASSES will be starting up again in the fall. More details will
be forthcoming from Pastor Melissa.
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE will meet again on Sunday, September
27, 2026, immediately following morning worship in the Weiser Room.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING will be held on Monday, September 14, at
7:00pm via Zoom.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS Sunday will be on Sunday, September
13, 2026. Over the next few weeks, we will be collecting canned
goods to be handed out on Sunday, September 13. Please bring in
your donations each week and leave them in the boxes provided in the
Narthex. Thank you. Our community neighbors also thank you.

FALL GIVEAWAY will be held in October 3rd. Please bring in any do-
nated items for this event and leave them by the church office door.
We will accept small household items, kitchen items, toys, games,
bikes, clothing, shoes, jewelry, baby things, and other suitable items.
Please leave all items in the Narthex or call Joan Lygate @ (302)563-
6464 with questions or help for pick up.

WE HAVE A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY to see the performance
“Joshua” in Lancaster on Wednesday, October 14%". The cost for
transportation and ticket to the show will be $154. Show time is
11:00 am. Terry Hawkins is in charge and would like to know as soon
as possible how many will be going. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact Terry. SOLD OUT!!!!

SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR/FELLOWSHIP will resume regular activity
on November 1%, In the interim, feel free to bring any contributions,
along with utensils needed. Then please stay to take home leftovers
and any utensils brought. If anyone is interested in hosting after No-
vember 1%, please contact Rev. Lorraine @ (302) 383-9755.

PRIVATE PRAYERS - If you would like extra prayer time, you are
welcome to stay at the altar after you have had communion.

Dementia Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Thursday of the month,
6-7:30pm. Contact Rev. Brain Sanders for more info.
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REV. LORRAINE has been appointed by Council to oversee any rent-
als of our building. If you or anyone you know might be interested in
renting space in our building, please contact Rev. Lorraine at (302)
383-9755 (cell) via text and/or email: evangelldryden@yahoo.com.

Prayer: Anyone interested in 30 minutes of presenting prayer leads is
invited to join our Prayer Line every Monday evening at 6:30-7:00 pm.
Dial 1-240-591-0390, 315-704#.

Volunteers needed: Readers (lectors), Assisting Ministers (Worship

leaders), Communion Assistants and Altar Guild. Please consider help-
ing out in this capacity. Also, we need a volunteer liaison for the Boy

Scouts to replace Bob Mazzoni. See Carol Egan for more info.

Council Vacancies: There are several open positions on Unity Church
Council - volunteers needed to oversee Education, Hospitality, and
Stewardship Committees; as well as anyone with accounting or
bookkeeping skills to assist the Treasurer. See Rob Snowden or Pastor
Sanders.

Offering/Giving: An alternative way to contribute to Unity is to set
up VANCO on your mobile phone by texting (844)794-0738 and follow
directions to donate by credit card. There is a "donate now"” button on
our Website which is www.unitywilmington.org

Spiritual Direction/Companionship: If you'd like to talk individually
about your faith life and how God shows up for you, contact Pr. Melis-
sa. Sessions are free for Unity members (normally $50 per hour).
Companions usually meet once a month.

Bible Study has been suspended for summer but will resume in Sep-
tember. It will be held every Wednesday evening at 7:00 via Zoom.
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