Om munivy
mmus Sunday, August 22, 2021
13th Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am Worship Service

Mission Statement: Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity Church, a
diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through worship,
learning, giving, and serving.

Core Values: We love children. Serve Christ with courage. Embrace diversity. Nurture
community. Be an advocate for justice and peace.

Vision Statement: We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out

(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com

2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805
www.unitywilmington.org

We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:

The Rev. Clarence Pettit, Senior Pastor
302-293-5415; pastorpettit@hotmail.com
Office hours: Tuesday to Friday - 9:00 to 1:00

The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry
melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866
Office hours: T 11 - 1:00 & appt. Day off: Monday

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director

YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE. FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKIFg-Lkvg
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“Enter to Worship”

*Those who are able are invited to stand ** Please, no walking or standing during this
time. BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider, A: Assisting Minister/Worship
Leader

THE GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRAISE & WORSHIP - “"Change My Heart, O God”

Change my heart, O God. Make it ever true
Change my heart, O God. May I be like you.
Change my heart, O God. Make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God. May I be like you.

You are the Potter, I am the clay.
Mold me and make me. This is what I pray.

RINGING OF THE BELLS

Introduction

In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his
flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off. This is the
backdrop in John’s gospel for Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we
go?” asks Peter, in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read.
“You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a stand, as Peter
and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the word of God. We
pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of the gospel.

OPENING HYMN - “"We’'ve Come this Far by Faith” Please Stand

We've come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in His Holy Word, He’s never failed me yet.
O O O Can’t turn around, we’'ve come this far by faith.



CONFESSION & FOREGIVENESS (PLEASE STAND)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the God of manna, the God of mira-
cles, the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to
share. We question your ways when they differ from the ways

of the world in which we live. We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the
world. Amen.

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, '+ the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Di-
rect our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing
what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD (PLEASE BE SEATED)
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.



First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they
presented themselves before God. “°And Joshua said to all the

people, **“Now therefore revere the LOrRD, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LorD. *>Now if you are unwilling to serve
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites
in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve
the LORD.”

*Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake
the LORD to serve other gods; !/for it is the LorD our God who brought us
and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the
way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed; '®and the LorD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LoORD, for he is our
God.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. ''Put on the whole
armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. *°For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. *Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be
able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand
firm. *Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastplate of righteousness. '°As shoes for your feet put on
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. °®With all of
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. ’Take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

8Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that
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end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. '°Pray
also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, ?°for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF THE DAY "Here I Am, Lord”

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save.

I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them, whom shall I send.

Refrain
Here I am Lord, itis I Lord. I have heard your calling in the night.
I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.

I have wept for love of them, they turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Refrain

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (PLEASE STAND)

AL-LE-LU-IA, LORD TO WHOM SHALL WE GO. YOU HAVE THE
WORDS OF E-TER-NAL LIFE. AL-LE-LU-IA.



*GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to: John 6:56-69
C: Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said,] **"Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,
and I in them. °/Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. *®This is the bread that
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they
died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” °°He said these
things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

*OWhen many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult;
who can accept it?” ®*But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were
complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? ®°Then what if
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? ®3It is
the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken
to you are spirit and life. ®**But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. ®°And he said, “For
this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
by the Father.”

%6Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
about with him. ¢’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go
away?” ®8Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have
the words of eternal life. ®®We have come to believe and know that you are
the Holy One of God.”

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Minister Cynthia Slater

Notes...



APOSTLES CREED (PLEASE STAND)

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*0r, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use. From
sundaysandseasons.com.

Prayers of Intercession (Please sit, stand or kneel)

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need. A brief silence.

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to pro-
claim the gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought
and bring life-giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise
treatment of the world you have provided for all your creatures. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples.
Give guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in
times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are
lonely and feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence.



Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new
stages in life such as a new job, new school, or new community (especial-
ly). Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new relationships and interests.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We
give you thanks for the saints who have gone before us (especially). Renew
our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in the world to come.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OFFERING (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8)

We ask that you place your offering in the plate as you exit the
church. God bless you.

OFFERING PRAYER
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown

among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we
receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING All are welcome to communion

P: The Lord be with you C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died.
Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask...Come, Lord
Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
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the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!

Prayer after Communion

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table

more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this
meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS - Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc.

WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS
MORNING. PLEASE COME AGAIN!!

Due to the current Covid surge, we strongly encourage all to wear a
mask. For contact tracing purposes, please sign the clipboard at the
back of the church. This is in case we need to contact anyone.

St Phillips Lutheran Church is asking Unity and some other churches
to support their 25,000 meals project. Volunteers are needed to
help pack dry food in boxes. This is a large community project. It
is "God’s Plan Our Hands”. If you are available to help, PLEASE
CONTACT Rev. Lorraine Dryden ASAP via call or text (302) 383-
9755 to get registered. Following are the details: Saturday, August
28, 2021, 8:30am-12:00 noon at St Phillips’s Lutheran Church 5320
Limestone Road, Wilmington, DE 19808.

“"God’s Work, Our Hands” will be on September 11 & 12.

Prior to September 11", we will be collecting clothing for all ages.
On Saturday September 11, from 9am to Noon we will have tables
set out front to share all the items we have collected. We will be
serving light refreshments. Please donate new and gently used
clothing. More info to follow. See Rev. Sanders if you would like to
volunteer in any way.
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HERE IS A NEW OPORTUNITY TO DONATE TO UNITY VIA TEXT AND
CREDIT CARD. SET UP VANCO ON YOUR MOBILE PHONE BY TEX-
TING TO (844)794-0738 AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS TO DONATE BY
CREDIT CARD.

Our community garden is in full bloom. It is located on the Bancroft
Parkway side of the church. Please take a bag and help yourself to
all the fresh vegetables.

Next Sunday we will be holding an end of summer picnic immedi-
ately following morning worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Narthex for donations. All are welcome & encouraged to come.

On September 19t we will have a prayer breakfast, immediately fol-
lowing morning worship. Please make plans to attend.

There is a separate offering plate in the back of the church. The
funds from this offering will be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response
for the benefit of the Haitian people who have suffered with a hurri-
cane and an earthquake.

LCS Walk/Run will be held on September 18",

THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world.

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
+ be upon you now and forever. Amen.

11



SENDING HYMN -- ELW #638 Please Stand (PAGE 13)

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.

“Let us exit to serve”

We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out... ..

IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAYER
LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288.

THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR
DAILY PRAYERS:

MARY DARRELL PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT
DICK ULLMAN PASTOR MELISSA LEMONS
MARY DOUGLAS UNITY CHURCH

JIM PIETSCHMAN JOE OLIVER

DOTTIE DODDS LUC OYOLA

DELORES BOUZOUKIS MIKE (BRAD) BRADLEY
DENIS RODRIQUES ALEXIS JOHNSON

LISA BRADLEY DENNIS BAKER

REGION BERNARD-LAMBERT SCRIPTURE BERNARD-LAMBERT
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Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;

3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
04, S — ——
o —  —— i — cr
- ———— a

This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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