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                        Sunday, August 29, 2021  

                                             14th Sunday After Pentecost 
                                                                    9:30 am Worship Service 
 
Mission Statement:  Compelled by God’s love and our faith in Jesus Christ, Unity Church, a 

diverse people of faith, seeks to realize God’s dream for the world through worship, 
learning, giving, and serving.  

 
Core Values:  We love children.  Serve Christ with courage.  Embrace diversity.  Nurture 

community.  Be an advocate for justice and peace. 
 

Vision Statement:  We are called to Reach Up, Reach In and Reach Out 
 

(302) 658-5288 UnityChurchELCA@gmail.com  
                                           2101 Lancaster Avenue, Wilmington, DE 19805 
               www.unitywilmington.org 

We invite you to contact Unity’s staff members:  
 

The Rev. Clarence Pettit, Senior Pastor 
302-293-5415; pastorpettit@hotmail.com  

Office hours:  Tuesday to Friday – 9:00 to 1:00 
 

The Rev. Dr. Melissa P. Lemons, Pastor for Community Ministry 
melissalemons@gmail.com; 302-803-8866 

Office hours: T 11 – 1:00 & appt.  Day off: Monday 
 

Norwood Coleman, Jr., PhD, Music Director 
Mrs. Sharlene Drummond, Choir Director 

 
YOU CAN ACCESS US ON SUNDAY MORNINGS AT 9:30AM ON YOUTUBE, UNITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
WILMINGTON, DE WITH THE CURRENT SUNDAY DATE.  FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, USE LINK BELOW. 

           
               https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN4vkddPnbKEzTKlFg-Lkvg 
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“Enter to Worship” 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand  ** Please, no walking or standing during this 
time.  BOLD PRINT: Congregation responds, P: Presider,  A: Assisting Minister/Worship 
Leader 
                                 THE GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRAISE & WORSHIP – “Here I Am to Worship” 
 
Light of the world.  You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore you.  
Hope of a life spent with you. 
 
And here I am to worship.  Here I am to bow down. 
Here I am to say that You’re my God. 
You’re altogether lovely.  Altogether worthy. 
Altogether wonderful to me. 
 
King of all days.  Oh, so highly exalted. 
Glorious in heaven above.   
Humbly You came to the earth You created. 
All for love’s sake became poor. 
 
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. 
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. 
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross. 
 
 
RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

                                Introduction 
Jesus protests against human customs being given the weight of divine law, 
while the essence of God’s law is ignored. True uncleanness comes not from 
external things, but from the intentions of the human heart. Last week Je 
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sus told us “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” 
(John 6:63). Now James says God has given us birth by the word of truth. 
We who were washed in the word when we were born in the font return to it 
every Sunday to ask God to create in us clean hearts. 
 
OPENING HYMN – “Prepare Our Hearts”   Please Stand 
 
Prepare our hearts to worship You. 
The ever faithful ever true. 
Forgive our sins and make us new. 
Prepare our hearts to worship You. 
 
Prepare our hearts for Holy ground.  
Let our defenses tumble down. 
Come do what only you can do. 
Prepare our hearts to worship You. 
 
 
  CONFESSION & FOREGIVENESS  (PLEASE STAND) 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of mira-
cles, the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to 
share.  We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the 
world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 



4 
 

 
 
you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
                                
 
                                               
                                 Prayer of the Day 
O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward crea-
tures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, 
and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that 
we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

WORD (PLEASE BE SEATED) 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am 
teaching you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land 
that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither 
add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but 
keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging 
you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other 
great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call 
to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as 
this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the 
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the 
days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s 
children. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: James 1:17-27 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,  
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coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures. 
  19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s 
righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth 
of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has 
the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive 
themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who 
look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not 
hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but 
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   (PLEASE STAND) 
 
AL-LE-LU-IA, LORD TO WHOM SHALL WE GO.  YOU HAVE THE  
WORDS OF E-TER-NAL LIFE.  AL-LE-LU-IA.   

*GOSPEL   

P: The Holy Gospel according to:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord  
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples 
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze  
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kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your  
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, 
as it is written, 
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of 
you, and understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in 
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: 
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 
The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
             
     
HYMN OF THE DAY “JESUS, I LOVE CALLING YOUR NAME” 
 
Jesus, Oh, Jesus, Oh how I love to call your name. 
Oh Jesus, oh sweet Jesus, everyday your name is the same. 
 
When my troubles surround me and I didn’t have to despair 
Lord, you told me that You’ll be right there. 
It seems like all my problems had just begun. 
I didn’t have to worry no more, they were already won. 
 
I remember the time when I felt so alone. 
When I needed you, Jesus, all I had to do was call. 
 
Sometime was in the morning; sometime late at night. 
But when I got off my knees Jesus everything was alright. 
Jesus, Oh Jesus,, Oh how I love to call your name. 
Oh Jesus, oh sweet Jesus, everyday your name is the same. 
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SERMON      Pastor Clarence Pettit 
 
 
Notes… 
 
 
 
 
      
                                                        
 
                          
 
                 APOSTLES CREED (PLEASE STAND) 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was  
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under  
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended  
into hell.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to  
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
*Or, “he descended to the dead,” another translation of this text in widespread use. From 
sundaysandseasons.com.                         

 Prayers of Intercession (Please sit, stand or kneel) 

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need.   A brief silence. 
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your pres-
ence. Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive 
and generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat 
and resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habi 
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tats and ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and local leaders 
may be named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and 
local governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are un-
employed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, 
clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year 
(students, teachers, or others may be named here). Empower teachers and 
school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. 
Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encour-
agement and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God 
with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting 
that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING    (God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Cor. 9:7, 8) 
 
We ask that you place your offering in the plate as you exit the 
church.  God bless you. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                        
                      OFFERING PRAYER 
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Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, 
and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown 
among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 
receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen. 
        
   THE GREAT THANKSGIVING    All are welcome to communion 
 
P: The Lord be with you  C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts.   C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ.   

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;  
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all  

to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of  
me. We remember and proclaim the mystery of faith:   Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. We look with hope for the Lord’s coming and ask…Come, Lord 
Jesus. Come Holy Spirit. Amen 
                           
                                
 
                           THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 



10 
 

 
P:  Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:   
 
(Alternate/modern versions of prayer in This Far by Faith p. 3, WOV p. 39) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and  
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

                 

                             Invitation to Communion 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 
 
 
                                Prayer after Communion 
 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this 
meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray.  Amen. 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME ALL VISITORS TO UNITY THIS 
MORNING. PLEASE COME TO OUR PICNIC FOLLOWING THE SERVICE 
AND PLEASE COME AGAIN!! 
 
Due to the current Covid surge, we strongly encourage all to wear a 
mask.  For contact tracing purposes, please sign the clipboard at the 
back of the church.   This is in case we need to contact anyone. 
 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” will be on September 11 & 12.   
Prior to September 11th, we will be collecting clothing for all ages.  
On Saturday September 11th, from 9am to Noon we will have tables 
set out front to share all the items we have collected.  We will be 
serving light refreshments.  Please donate new and gently used 
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clothing.  More info to follow.  See Rev. Sanders if you would like to 
volunteer in any way. 
 
HERE IS A NEW OPORTUNITY TO DONATE TO UNITY VIA TEXT AND 
CREDIT CARD.  SET UP VANCO ON YOUR MOBILE PHONE BY TEX-
TING TO (844)794-0738 AND FOLLOW DIRECTIONS TO DONATE BY 
CREDIT CARD. 
 
Our community garden is in full bloom. It is located on the Bancroft 
Parkway side of the church.  Please take a bag and help yourself to 
all the fresh vegetables. 
 
The end of summer picnic will be TODAY immediately following 
morning worship.  Please come even if you have not signed up pre-
viouly.  We have a ton of food and you are very welcome.  We also 
have a lot of school supplies which we will be giving away for any-
one who can use them. 
 
On September 19th we will have a prayer breakfast, immediately fol-
lowing morning worship.  Please make plans to attend. 
 
There is a separate offering plate in the back of the church.  The 
funds from this offering will be sent to Lutheran Disaster Response 
for the benefit of the Haitian people who have suffered with a hurri-
cane and an earthquake. 
 
LCS Walk/Run will be held on September 18th.   
 
 
   
                       THE SENDING 
 
         God blesses us and sends us to minister to the world. 
                                
                             
                             BLESSING 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
☩ be upon you now and forever.  Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN -- ELW #865      Please Stand (PAGE 13) 
                                                       
                 
                            
 
                          DISMISSAL 
 
A: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 
 
                                “Let us exit to serve” 

 
               We are called to reach up, reach in, and reach out….. 
 
 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANYONE YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD TO THE PRAYER 
LIST, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE @ 302-658-5288. 
THIS WEEK WE ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR 
DAILY PRAYERS:   
 
     MARY DARRELL                         PASTOR CLARENCE PETTIT 
  DICK ULLMAN         PASTOR MELISSA LEMONS 
  MARY DOUGLAS         UNITY CHURCH    
        JIM PIETSCHMAN         JOE OLIVER 
  DOTTIE DODDS         LUC OYOLA 
        DELORES BOUZOUKIS        MIKE (BRAD) BRADLEY   
        DENIS RODRIQUES        ALEXIS JOHNSON 
  LISA BRADLEY         DENNIS BAKER 
  REGION BERNARD-LAMBERT   SCRIPTURE BERNARD-LAMBERT 
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