Coudersport Area Chamber of Commerce
Membership Meeting Minutes
January 20, 2026


Welcome and Introductions:  

Attendees:  Caroline Powers, Acting President; Gus Kulawiecz; Events Coordinator; Kimberly Chepinskas; Media Director, Lisa Brennan; Community Liaison, Suzan Williams; Treasurer, Chris Wilson, S. Wilson Enterprises LLC; Greg Brink, Rotary; Courtney Sullivan, Auxiliary 192; Doug & Linette Tushae, Austin Campground; Carla Murhead, Auxiliary; Tracy Ceslik, Northwest Bank; Nick Chepinskas, Coudy Construction; Chuck Jewell, community member; Donell Ayers, Frosty Hollow; Bev Morris, Arboretum; Kelly & Dave Werner, Dark Skies Search Dogs; Kathi Jackson, Volunteers That Care; Luke Rittberg, LR Electric; Sonya Rittberg, Howard Hanna Professionals; Julie Jeffers, Sweden Valley Manor.

Member/Community Updates & Comments: 

Julie Jeffers spoke about upcoming Glow-In-The-Dark Easter Egg hunt they are hosting again this year and inquired about volunteers and sponsors to help execute the event. 

Who owns the Coudersport signs at town borders?

Audience spoke n upcoming events for Community Calendar:
Consistory Christmas Concert- 12/5/26
Auxiliary- 2/1/26
Volunteers that Care- 4/24/26
Frosty Hollow Festival- 8/1/26
Consistory Tools, Totes & Tackle- 4/1

New Business:

Caroline made motion to accept the approval for minutes and treasurer report. Greg accepted, Donnell seconded motion.

Bi-Law Approval:
Gus reviewed each Bi-Law revises to group and made motion to accept changes. Courtney seconded motion, all accepted. 


Vote for nominations for open board roles:
Before the vote each nominee gave a background of themselves and why they are looking to serve on the Chamber board. 
Ballots were given out to each member present, Lisa Community Outreach Director collected ballots and counted votes along with 2 member volunteers. Votes were by business/member represented, not individual person.

Caroline made motion to accept Gus as Vice president. Donell accepted, Courtney seconded motion, all accepted.

Caroline made motion to accept Sonya as Secretary. Kelly accepted, Traci seconded motion, all accepted.

Caroline made motion to accept Kelly as Membership Director. Courtney accepted, Dave seconded motion, all accepted.


Caroline announced the Treasurer role was now open as of that evening resignation of current Treasurer Suzan Williams. Gus nominated Traci Benevento Ceslik. Informed audience official email will go out to all members any other nominations for Treasurer role along with cut off date and date of vote. 

Reviewed Chamber will have 2nd bank account created to separate events and general expenses.

FFF- 
Looking to partner with 250 event. Will reach out to 250 group lead by Paul Heimel.
Inquired with attendees their opinion of expense of Bounce house frequency of events, different games and entertainment ideas. Gave feedback of having candy wheel and hiring North Country Voices. 
Frosty Hollow offered to sponsor Elvis entertainer. 


Maple Festival: Inquired with attendees abut Chinese auction donations to keep vendor participation fee low, members agreed. 
Committee Volunteers-
Linette: 814-647-8777  camping@austincampground.com
Courtney: 484-467-7451 csulli17@gmail.com
Sonya: 814-389-5703 Sonyarittberg@howardhanna.com
Chuck: 814-558-2212 Cjsierra@verizon.net
Kathi: 814-203-3070 Kathijack2014@gmail.com
Traci: 814-598-9941 Traci.beneventoceslik@northwest.com


Memberships: 3 new members since last public meeting. 62 members currently. 

Old Business:
501c3 Status follow up- Suzan stated it is still in progress, continuing to follow up. Have to make decision if 501c3 or 501c6, chamber cannot be both. Looking into benefits of each.
Coudy Path follow up- Caroline partnered with Shelley and she did not have breakdown of which certificates went to each winner. She did state that the top winner received most certificates.
Audit committee- Will now be members Chris Wilson and Donell Ayers (replacing Caroline powers). They will partner to schedule audit.
Budget committee- Will include treasurer. 

Caroline made motion to adjourn public meeting. Kathi accepted motion, Courtney seconded motion, all accepted.
