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Once Upon A Time in the Land of 

Brunswick

In the Old North State…..



A Band of Courageous Women Who 

Shared the Values of 

Love of Country 

Belief in the US Constitution and 

Trust in the Sanctity of Life…..



Came Together to Discuss and 

Clarify What They Stood For….



They Researched, Planned and 

Collaborated and Reached Out to 

Knowledgeable Sources in the State and 

Nation, made up of Strong Republican 

Women to Provide Leadership and 

Guidance…

Fall 
1994



The North Carolina Federation Of 

Republican Women

And

The National Federation of Republican 

Women…..



And So the Work Began…….



Knowing That They Must Be a 

Body of Ten Strong, These Original 

Brunswick County Pioneers Sought 

Out Other Like-minded and 

Ambitious Women…..



A Band of Courageous Women….



Once Their Numbers Grew…..



They Came Together and Worked 

Hard to Establish a Mission 

Statement….



And By-Laws……



Based on the Goals of Educating 

People to Republican Positions…..

“Republican vs. 
Democrat Philosophies”



Getting Republicans Elected…..



And Rasing Money to Support 

Their Efforts……



Alas, the Brunswick County Chapter 

of the North Carolina Federation of 

Republican Women and the National 

Federation of Republican Came to 

Be……



The BCRW was Granted Its’First

Charter in 1996…….





And so…. More Hard Work……



They Recruited, They Raised 

Money……..



They Supported Republican 

Candidates At All Levels of 

Government Who Represented Their 

Values…..



And…They Recruited competent 

Women to Run for and Win Elected 

Positions……

In the Land of Conservative 
Women
A diverse group of womanactivists, including many young people and small-business owners, are 
bringing new energy to the Republican Party.
ELINOR BURKETT SEPTEMBER 1996 ISSUE
MOVED by a sense of panic in the wake of the Republican takeover of Congress, American feminist 
leaders gathered in Washington, D.C., last February to lay the groundwork for the 
counterrevolution against Republican assaults on abortion rights, affirmative action, and funding 
for a wide range of social programs. "This is a Congress that has harmed women too much," 
Eleanor Holmes Norton, the Democratic congressional delegate from the District of Columbia, told 
the crowd at Feminist Expo '96, urging that the Republicans "be targeted for retirement in return." 
Expo organizers announced that they would launch an ambitious female-voter-registration drive 
designed to capitalize on the gender gap--the imbalance between American women's tendency to 
vote for Democrats and the growing preference of American men for Republicans. By exploiting 
that gap, which was as high as 19 percentage points last spring, they hope to send enough 
Republicans packing to give control of Congress back to the Democrats.
Meanwhile, across town at the offices of the Republican National Committee, the co-chair Evelyn 
McPhail and her staff were also plotting a mobilization of the women's vote--to a very different 
end, and in accordance with a very different and less well publicized set of statistics. Whatever the 
long-term survey numbers indicate for women in general, in the 1994 election most of 
the white women who voted cast their ballots for the Republican Party. Women under fifty of 
whatever race are evenly divided in their party identification; women under thirty are actually 
leaning slightly Republican. Leaving party affiliation and race aside, two women identify 
themselves as conservative for every one who identifies herself as liberal.

https://www.theatlantic.com/author/elinor-burkett/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/toc/1996/09/
http://www.feminist.org/action/exposalute.html


But Low … Family, Careers, Jobs 

and Life in General Began to Take 

Its Toll on the Organization….



The Political Climate of the State 

and The Nation Saw a Change in 

Values…..



So the Enthusiasm Wained and the 

Club Dissolved As the Century 

Turned in the Year 2000…..



Republican Women Will Never Be 

Kept Down….



Interest Flared Again and Once 

Again Through the Hard Work and 

Fortitude of a Courageous Few….



The Club Came Back Stronger and 

More Enthusiastic Than Ever…..



In A Political Climate That Needed 

Strong Republican Women, The 

BCRW was Re-Formed…….



The New BCRW Received its New 

Charter in 2006……



The North Carolina Federation of 
Republican Women’s (NCFRW) 
mission is to positively impact our 
state and nation, while strengthening 
our Republican Party through 
recruiting, educating, training, 
supporting, and electing Republicans.



More Determined to Be Successful, 

the Membership Grew in Numbers 

and Participation…….



Gaining Evermore Prestige and 

Awards Along the Way, the Club 

Under the Direction of Several 

Competent Leaders…..



Role Call of BCRW Past 

Presidents…..

Libby Cheshare

Ola Lewis

Helen Pannullo

Kathryn Lawler

Mary Stilwell



BCRW is Known and Recognized 

for……



Achieved Top State and National 

Awards……



Helping Elect Republicans to Every 

Elected Office in Brunswick 

County…..



Hosting Republican Congressional 

Primary Debates…..



Successful Judicial Elections…….



Successful Congressional and Senate 

Elections…..



Successful Council of State 

Elections…….



Awarding High School 

Scholarships…

The Jackie Iler Memorial 

Scholarship…..



Holding Middle School Essay 

Contests….



Donating Books and Dictionaries to 

Support Literacy….



Hosting Comprehensive Educational 

Programs…..

Special Guest   
Congresswoman  
Renee Ellmers
NC 2nd District

Special Guest Speaker

Chad Adams 
The Big Talker Radio

Join us as Chad discusses  
“Differences between Democratic 

Socialism and Conservative 
Capitalism”

“Being A Republican 
Woman”

Presented by:
Representative 
Carolyn Justice

Former NC House of 
Representatives, 

Pender & New 
Hanover Counties
President  Lower 

Cape Fear Republican 
Women



Participating in National and State 

Federation of Republican Women 

Conventions and Meetings

2011



Fundraising Events and Galas



Working Closely With the Brunswick 

County GOP



Membership in the BCGOP 

Executive Committee and the 7th

District GOP



Helping Our Members Get Elected



Voter Outreach and Registration 

Activities



Delegates to:

NCFRW

NFRW

NCGOP

RNC



Gathering Contributions to Local 

Food Banks and Other Charitable 

Organizations



Being Activists on Political Issues



Honoring and Supporting Veterans 

and Active Military…..



Having two of our members 

recognized as 

Women of Achievement for NCFRW



Holding Regioal VP Office for 

NCFRW



Hosting Legislative Day Trips to 

Raleigh….



Supporting High School and College 

Republican Organizations…..



Being Actively engaged on Social 

Media and Hosting a Comprehensive 

Website
www.brunswickcountyrepublicanwomen.com



Participating in Minority Outreach 

Programs

Juneteenth……..



Active Involvement and Participation 

at Presidential Campaign 

Activities…..



Volunteering, volunteering, 

volunteering…..

Polls, Phones, Mailings, Manning 

Headquarters, Voter Outreach, and 

Whatever needs to be done!!!



Leading the Team With the GOP for 

The 

“Inagural Deplorable Ball” 

Celebration…..



Remembering with fondness past 

members…..

Jackie Iler

Billie Shelton

Libby Chessare



But Our Work Goes On…..



With our Ambitious Plans for the 

Future Successes of BCRW…..



We Are Unstoppable…..



2020

Here We Come



We will:

Elect Republican Candidates



We Will:

Elect Republican Women

Why aren't there more 
Republican women in 
Congress?



Educate On Republican Values and 

Issues….



Have Lots of Fun and Good 

Fellowship…..



Serve Our God, Our Country, Our 

Family and Our Party……



The End???

No
Much More to Come……

2020 We Turn 25!!!!!


