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To be a community in Forsyth County 
that serves developmentally disabled 

adults for a lifetime. We are 
committed to providing “forever” 
homes in an environment that is 
secure, active, and fulfilling for its 

residents and provides peace of mind 
to their families.

Our Mission

Our Approach
A home is a place not just to be, but to 

thrive, and Keystone Village is that home.  

We seek to understand and build 
relationships with our residents and their 
families that are attentive and 
personalized. Too, we are members of the 
larger community that surrounds us, and 
recognize the value of integrating, not 
separating, our residents from it.  In this 
way, we support joyful, fulfilling lives that 
are meaningful, sustainable, and void of 
isolation.

For us, for our adult children, forever
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As parents of adult children with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities, 
we ponder the fate of our children once 
we are no longer living.  Imagining those 
entrusted to us living in a Host Home 
raises concerns as to who will take care of 
them as we have, how long will they be 
able to stay, and if they will be isolated 
from everything they have known and 
understand.

Thus, we decided to create a permanent 
home within Forsyth County, GA, called 
Keystone Village.  Keystone Village is a 
nonprofit, residential community 
providing a vibrant, empowering and 
inclusive environment for adults with 
disabilities. 

Our Vision
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To be what home is meant to be; a place to 
belong, to be nurtured, respected, to 
thrive individually and to be a part of and 
valued by, our community. 

Residents thrive individually and as part of our 
community
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Core Values*
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Value residents as individuals, build trusting 
relationships, respect individual choice and 

encourage personal achievement.  Promote faith, 
instill both the confidence and desire to engage 

with peers and the community.

• Independence built upon Person Centered care:
• Individual choice builds self-respect
• Self-respect leads to confidence
• Confidence encourages achievement
• Achievement leads to fulfillment

• Building a sense of community through shared 
interests and goals

• Protect Individual Rights:
• Provide Privacy
• Protect Dignity
• Ensure Respect

• Maintain and build upon family relationships.
• Thrive through Social interaction.
• Opportunity for growth and learning
• Emotionally secure, physically safe, a secure 

environment, trustworthy staff and fostering  a 
reasonable sense of control over one’s life

• Quality, a durable and enduring physical environment

Person Centered Plans (PCP). The support and services residents 
receive should be based upon the individual’s strengths, ability, needs 
and preferences and lead to a profound feeling of personal fulfillment. 

*For more, see Addendum, Thirteen Core Values, Slides 23 and 24 
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• A “forever” home for as long as it is 
wanted

• Inclusive-a family environment devoid of 
isolation

• Integrated-part of the larger community
• Social-an active and fulfilling lifestyle
• Empowering-fostering the ability to reach 

potential through knowledge building and 
skills development

A part of, not apart 
from, our community

Sensory Gym

Commons Green

“Rocking Chair” porches

Ian Mixon (Burns)

The Miller Family
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“Independence, Possibility and 
Purpose”

Our Commitment
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Our Village
Fundamentally, a safe-haven, a home where 
disabilities don’t standout, but residents fit in, 
and in which they are able to fully develop 
their social, vocational, recreational, and 
physical skills.
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Our vision of the Keystone campus



Activities/Community Center
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The Village

• Community Center
o Offices
o Food Service
o Activity Center
o Sensory gym and fitness 

center
o Chapel
o Medical Station



The Village

• Cottages
o Front porches 
o Community Green
o Walking Paths
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“Front Porch” Cottages



“The decision to approve 
the project, which will be 
called Keystone Village, 
was met with cheers and 
applause by the crowd of 
supporters who gathered 
to witness the vote during 
the public hearing” 
–Forsyth Co. News

11.02.23
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Keystone Village, 
“In the news!”
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“Like many of you, I want to live 
close to my family and friends. One 
day, I want to be at Keystone 
Village, to live as independently as 
possible and have a beautiful 
home” 
–Emmy Miller, Cumming, GA

11.02.23

Forever homes



Keystone Village, 
“In the news!”

“The Board of Commissioners 
unanimously voted in favor of the 
development at a formal meeting 
Nov. 2. The vote allows for rezoning 
8 acres of residential land off Ga. 
400 and Settingdown Road to a 
master planned district”  -Forsyth Herald

11.02.23

“ Keystone Village will be a saving home for many 
families like ours’ Mitchell said. ‘A community like 
Keystone Village will give Rob and us the comfort 
of knowing that he is in good hands’.”  
-Doug Mitchell, Braselton, GA
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Moving Forward
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“At Keystone Village, there would be varying 
levels of care for those who are fairly 
independent, those who need ‘quite a bit of 
oversight’ and those needing full time care” 
–Forsyth Co. News
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“They said housing for those with developmental 
disabilities is an issue for those across the state and 
they wanted to be proactive for the needs of local 
residents.”  -Tammy Miller, Co-founder and Dedicated 
mom

A Goal to be Proactive

Keystone Village, 
“In the news!”

“…we are at a point in our lives where we are trying to 
figure out what is going to become of our children 
when we are no longer here on this earth, or no 
longer able to take care of them.”  -Beth Burns, Co-
founder and Dedicated mom

What will become of our children?
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Keystone Village, 
“In the news!”

“At least one local group is seeking to 
assist in the cause.  Keystone Village 
is a nonprofit group that envisioned 
and has planned a residential 
community in the county for those 
with intellectual or developmental 
disabilities.”  -Forsyth Herald

“Keystone Village co-founders, Beth Burns and 
Tammy Miller, spoke at the June 23, 2020 
Commissioner’s Work Session and said the group 
has ‘a lot of momentum and support’ and hopes 
to become a ‘model for the state’.”  
-Forsyth Herald
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A Model for the State

13



Keystone Village 
Board of Directors
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2023 Members
• Beth Burns, Board President
• Tammy Miller, Board Vice President
• Stacey Van Dyke, Board Secretary
• Danialle Evans, Board Treasurer
• Gary Gettis
• Steve Kirby
• Lynn Jackson
• Lisa Bennett
• Julie Brennan
• Beth Grindle

Consultants
• Jim Whittaker
• Dave Whittenton

Administrative Support
• Janna Shacklett

“You can do what I cannot do. I can do what you 
cannot do. Together we can do great things.”
-Mother Teresa
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The “Key” to Keystone:
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Compliance and Certification
• CMS Compliant

o HCBS (Home and Community Based 
Settings) Rules

o Medicaid Waivers
o Integrated into the Greater Community

• Licensed and Certified Healthcare Staff
• ADA Compliant Housing and Facilities
• Tax Exempt, 501(c)3 status

Goals and Objectives:
• Integration within the greater community:

o Employment
o Engage in community life
o Receive services in the community

• Partnerships that enhance integration within our 
community: 
o Creative Enterprises, Forsyth
o Three Basketeers

• Keystone Village Foundation
• Private pay option
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Keystone Village
 on Social Media

“Find us on Facebook”…
https://m.facebook.com/KeystoneVillage/

And, coming soon…
Twitter:
https://mobile.twitter.com/keystonevillage

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/keystonevillage/

LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keystonevillage
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“Find us on the Web”…
  www.keystonevillage.org

16

https://m.facebook.com/KeystoneVillage/
https://mobile.twitter.com/keystonevillage
https://www.instagram.com/keystonevillage/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/keystonevillage


The Need for Keystone Village
Takeaways from the Disability and Housing Systems 
Survey
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An aging population of caregivers, 21% of whom are over 
64 years old, care for 96% of Forsyth County’s almost 3700 
DD population given that there are few alternatives 
available within the county.

Demographics
• Total population: 3631
• Those between ages 18 and 64: 1169
• Those in Forsyth County Schools: 881 
• Those of “transition” age*: 308
Disabilities
• Intellectual: 84% 
• Autism: 58% (Including w/ other disability)
• Limited mobility: 15%
• Require a wheelchair: 13%
Current Housing Arrangements
• Living with parents/guardians: 96%
• Compares to 76% nationally
Age of Their Family and Caregivers
• Over 64 years: 21%
• Between 45 and 59 years: 62%

*At age 22, individuals “graduate”, no longer eligible to attend Forsyth County Schools

Who are Forsyth County’s 
Developmentally Disabled population?

Survey sponsored by Forsyth Co. Commissioners and 
conducted by Brackin & Associates, Spring of 2020
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Almost half of Forsyth County’s DD population requires 
daily, continuous care provided “24/7”.

Individuals need a Lot of Support
• Home Support (shopping, meal prep, cleaning, laundry): 

51%
• Personal Care (eating, bathing, dressing, toileting): 21%
• Transportation: 74%
Frequency of Services Required
• Need help everyday (housing with 24/7 on-site staffing): 

47%
• Need help most days, but not at night while sleeping 

(with limited on-site staffing, but no overnight staffing): 
24%

• Sometimes need help, but not everyday (access to staff, 
as needed): 24%

• None; my family member is completely independent: 4% 

What are the needs of Forsyth County’s 
Developmentally Disabled population?

The Need for Keystone Village
Takeaways from the Disability and Housing 
Systems Survey

Survey sponsored by Forsyth Co. Commissioners and 
conducted by Brackin & Associates, Spring of 2020
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Living Preferences
• House: 59%
• Apartment: 31%
• Living with others: 87%
• Prefer own bedroom, vast majority
Location
• Near “neighbors” who watch out for them
• Safe
• Close to friends, family and caregivers
• In Forsyth County
Quality of Life
• Near work or volunteer opportunities
• Near recreation and leisure venues
• Near services required
• Near medical service providers

The survey demonstrates a desire for a quality of life as 
desired by most, avoiding isolation, ensuring privacy 
and providing opportunities to be integrated into the 
broader community for work and play.

Preferences of Forsyth County’s 
Developmentally Disabled population 
and their caregivers:

The Need for Keystone Village
Takeaways from the Disability and Housing 
Systems Survey

Survey sponsored by Forsyth Co. Commissioners and 
conducted by Brackin & Associates, Spring of 2020
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Family and caregivers fear for their loved one’s future 
when they are no longer living, or no longer able to 
provide care.

Themes:
• Lack of information (unaware of options) 
• No, or inadequate housing or care options available
• Aging or dying without a living solution for their 

loved one
• No longer being able to care for loved one
• The safety and care of their loved one

Concerns and fears of caregivers of the 
Developmentally Disabled Population 
of Forsyth County

The Need for Keystone Village
Takeaways from the Disability and Housing 
Systems Survey

Survey sponsored by Forsyth Co. Commissioners and 
conducted by Brackin & Associates, Spring of 2020
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Keystone Village
PO Box 2681
Cumming, GA 30028

By Mail:
Please make tax deductible checks payable to 
“Keystone Village” and mail to:

Be part of making Keystone Village a lifetime gift to Forsyth 
County’s adults with disabilities. Your tax-deductible 
contribution will make an incredible impact in developing 
our community. Tax deductible donations can be made by 
check or online.  

Keystone Village Needs You!
Consider being a part of Keystone Village’s success 
in serving our community in Forsyth County:
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Or Online:
Make donations at www.keystonevillage.org 

http://www.keystonevillage.org/


“Forever Homes, Endless Possibilities”

Beth Burns
Co-Founder and Dedicated Mom
Beth@keystonevillage.com
770-300-5859

Tammy Miller
Co-Founder and Dedicated Mom
Tammy@keystonevillage.org
404-395-9547
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