
THE CANADIAN ORCA RESCUE SOCIETY  
~ A CASE FOR SUPPORT ~ 

Why is the world we know so well changing? Why is the weather more 
extreme, year after year? Why is food and water security of such a 
growing concern? Why are killer whales starving? 

Because our planet is warming up. It may even be too late for us to stop it. But, 
no matter how gloomy the source of our motivation, we must act. Everything is 

connected. Everything is interdependent. Species survival is interdependent — 
including our own. Apathy is suicide. Urgent action is required. 

We have broken nature. Hundred thousand year-old ecosystems have been pulled apart by 
human development. Nature is downgrading exponentially. A domino effect ensures it. And 
most of us cannot see the downgrading even when it is right in front of our eyes.  

Climate change is driving down the number of salmon in the Salish Sea. 
British Columbia has several distinct Orca populations defined by where 
they live and what they eat. The population most at risk is the salmon-
eating southern resident Orcas of the Salish Sea. Salmon is a keystone species. 
Without Chinook and Coho salmon, Orcas will starve or move on. 

Stop the downgrade of the Salish Sea. Be part of the solution. They say charity begins at 
home. Together we can slow nature’s decline, find our way back from the tipping point. 
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Of the 9000 different populations of salmon on the BC coastline, many need 
help to thrive. The Canadian Orca Rescue Society (CORS) aims to restore natural 
spawning grounds and hatcheries that foster indigenous salmon populations. 
Restoration hatcheries preserve the wild genetic stock of each individual river 
population in its natural waters.  

Restoration of salmon grounds begins at the watershed. Old-growth forests provide 
the best conditions for salmon streams to thrive. Many streams need restoration to 
create the conditions needed for salmon fry to survive. A moratorium of old-growth 
logging in BC would help salmon stocks recover. 

Meantime, CORS is helping foster Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCA) for 
ancient ecosystems. Old-growth forests are the sort of preservation challenge the IPCA was 
designed for, an elegant solution to a thorny problem. Pacheedaht elder, Bill Jones believes it 
is “likely the most fair and effective solution to the current impasse.” 

Education and Public Awareness are pillars of CORS work. As part of CORS’s outreach 
program, volunteers bring the Orca Education Program to schools to present to students. This 
engages young people to find solutions and take action to tackle the threats to the Salish Sea. 

CORS’s inflatable Orcas can be seen at events promoting 
environmental awareness. Each inflatable Orca is modelled on 
an individual of the southern resident pods. Life sized inflatable 
Orcas are a crowd-pleaser at any event CORS attends, and an 
opportunity for volunteers to share information about Orcas. 

Frustrated with the lack of action, Eric Pittman and Gregg 
McElroy founded CORS to help create positive change. They 

protested the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion. They understood the devastating impact it 
would have on Orcas and other wildlife off the BC coast. They organize clean-ups of local 
beaches with students and volunteers and advocate for more environmentally-friendly 
containers and packaging in our society. They campaign tirelessly on behalf of Orcas. 

CORS is committed to finding solutions to the threats to Orca survival. To save the Orcas in 
the Salish Sea we must halt climate change. The task may seem impossible, but it can be 
done — one salmon hatchery at a time, one old-growth forest at a time, one membership at a 
time. And as our current membership grows, so will the rate of our successes. For a $25 
annual subscription you can become a member of CORS. You can be part of the solution. 

By supporting CORS, you become a ray of light through the darkness of global 
warming. Collectively we can be a beacon of hope in the gloom, shine a 
spotlight on the threats to south Vancouver Island’s unique ecosystems, 
and turn things around for the good of the planet. Everything is 
connected. Everything is interdependent. Please join us! 
Find out more at http://orcarescue.com  
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