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Recommended Regulations in 49 CFR Part 195 Applicable for Retail Service Stations

Retail service stations that store, provide, and sell fuels for highway transportation vehicles are the end point of the transportation system of companies that manufacture, transport, and deliver fuels to the public.  Therefore, retail service stations that deliver liquid fuels should also be subject to the Federal safety requirements of 49 CFR Part 195 in addition to OSHA regulations which fully apply to all retail service stations.

Section 195.2 of 49 CFR Part 195 defines “pipeline facility” as any equipment, facility, or building used in the transportation of hazardous liquids.  Since retail service stations are the endpoint of transportation of hazardous liquids, retail service stations should be subject to 49 CFR Part 195, which covers transportation of hazardous liquids.

The purpose of this report is to itemize the specific requirements in the Federal regulations that should be applicable to retail service stations that provide and sell fuels to transportation vehicles.

In addition to OSHA regulations, recommended regulations in 49 CFR Part 195 for retail service stations that provide hydrocarbon fuels to the public should at least include:
1. Each owner or operator and/or operation of a retail service station that provides fuel for transportation vehicles must develop and maintain safety data sheets on each product stored, handled, delivered, and sold to the public.
2. Each person who transports and handles a hazardous liquid fuel at a retail service station must ensure that each hazardous liquid is compatible with all piping and piping components that come in contact with the hazardous liquid.
3. Steel must be used for piping components handling and storing hazardous liquids used for transportation vehicles.
4. All piping and piping components must have been visually inspected at the site of installation to ensure there was no damage to piping or equipment that could reduce its strength.
5. The owner and/or operator of each retail service station shall develop and implement a procedure to identify any safety condition that could affect safe operation of the facility must not operate the service station if the service station has a safety condition that presents an immediate hazard to persons or property until the owner/operator has corrected the condition (49 CFR 195.401).
6. The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must prepare and follow for each retail service station a manual of written procedures for conducting normal operations and maintenance activities (49 CFR 195.402).
7. The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must prepare and follow for each service station a manual for handling abnormal operations and emergencies (49 CFR 195.402).
8. The owner and/or operator of each retail service station shall develop and implement emergency response procedures that provide safety for people, property, and the environment when emergency conditions occur including (49 CFR 195.402):
a. Accidental release of hazardous material from a retail service station and/or
b. Operating failure of an operating component in a retail service station.
9. The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must be able to minimize the hazards of released (leaking) hazardous liquids.
10.  The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must have personnel, equipment, instruments, tools, and materials available as needed at the scene of each emergency at a service station.
11.  The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must have an adequate communication system at each service station needed for handling emergency conditions including releases of hazardous fuels.
12.  The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must have a comprehensive communication with fire, police, and other public officials.
13.  The owner and/or operator of each retail service station must maintain each valve and flow control device in proper working order.
14.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator shall have adequate firefighting equipment to prevent the spreading of any fire at the service station.
15.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator shall conduct proper tests of underground storage facilities to detect leakage and where leaks may be located.
16.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator shall maintain signs at each service station to allow the public to notify the owner and/or operator to respond to each emergency condition at each service station.
17.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must prohibit smoking and open flames near equipment transferring fuels to transportation vehicles where flammable vapor may be present.
18.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must provide a means to protect fuel transfer equipment from vehicles that enter the area of the transfer equipment.
19.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must provide a means to periodically inspect fuel transfer equipment for damage from vehicles that enter the fuel transfer equipment area.
20.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must provide an appropriate means of leak detection of the fuel system at each service station fuel delivery facility.
21.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must develop and implement a risk analysis procedure for each service station that analyzes how a release of fuel could affect the area around the service station.
22.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must develop a list of tasks to be performed at each service station and details on how to perform each task.
23.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must develop a training program on how to qualify each employee assigned to perform a specific task.
24.  Adequate cathodic protection shall be provided for retail service station facilities that are buried below the ground.
25.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must develop and implement a program to perform drug testing of each employee that works at service stations and deliver fuels to service stations.
26.  Each retail service station owner and/or operator must develop and implement a program to perform alcohol testing of each employee that works at service stations and deliver fuels to service stations.                       
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