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In today's world, artists are beginning to add commercially
produced prints to their business strategy. Prints allow the
artist to reach more collectors at an increased rate and at a
lesser cost than purchasing one-of a kind originals. When the
artist creates a painting or drawing, there is only one original:
when that is sold, it is gone, but a print allows for more buyers
to appreciate the work at a lesser cost. Prints come in many
forms, but by far the best way to create a print from a painting
or the like is to have a giclée (pronounced zhee-clay) created.

What is a giclee?

A camera or scanner is used to either photograph or scan
animage to a very high level of resolution, which is a minimum
of 300 dots per inch or DPI. The expert will make minor color
adjustments in a computer to get as close to the original as
possible. At this point, one "artist's proof" is created to check
for color accuracy, after which time adjustments are made and
more proofs are printed until the most accurate representation
is produced. The final color corrected, computerized image is
then printed on either canvas, which will be later stretched, or
a high quality, acid free paper. The work produced is a piece of
art, which is of archival quality that will last a lifetime.

Limited or open edition?

Prints can either be produced in a limited number, where after
a certain number are made, no more can be made, or an open
number, where unlimited numbers can be printed. Of course
those that are in limited number are more valuable than those
of open numbers.
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Limited or open edition?

Prints can either be produced in a limited number, where after a certain number are made, no more can be made, or an open number, where unlimited numbers can be printed.  Of course those that are in limited number are more valuable than those of open numbers.



Certification?

A limited or open edition giclee can be certified to insure a higher value.  Often times prints are embossed and signed to guarantee authenticity, as well as accompanied by a certificate of authenticity detailing the specifics of the individual print.  On a side note, it is not a bad idea to include a certificate of authenticity with any piece of art sold.
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