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We All Have a Role to Play in Ending Child Abuse
Opinion Editorial by Melanie Davis, Executive Director
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Upcoming
Events:
•

May 11— Fun Facts Friday from 1-3:00 at CASA
office. On Second Friday
of each month.

•

Foster Care Month Proclamation Signings: Fannin
Courthouse on May 8 at
5:15; Gilmer Courthouse
on May 9 at 2:00; and
Pickens Administration
Building on May 15 at
10:00.

•

June 8— Next CASA Volunteer Training.

•

August 4— Georgia CASA
Confe re nce
at
the
Renaissance
Waverly
Hotel & Convention
Center located at 2450
Galleria Parkway SE,
Atlanta, Georgia 30339.

By the time you finish reading this story, more than 30
cases of child abuse will have
been reported to authorities
nationwide. By the end of
today, that number will swell
past 9,000. And four of those
children will die at the hands
of their abuser. All in a single
day.
When we take stock of
these sobering statistics during April – National Child
Abuse Prevention Month –
it’s easy to be overwhelmed
and to ask yourself, “What
can I possibly do to make a
difference?”
The answer is, you can do a
lot. Everybody can play a role
in preventing child abuse
and neglect by becoming advocates for children.
For some of us, that advocacy comes in a formal role.
Teachers, child care workers,
health care providers and
others who come into daily
contact with children can be
vigilant for signs of abuse
and neglect. Their actions to
report suspected abuse or to
offer extra time and attention
to fragile children can do
more than make a difference.
It can save lives.
CASA (court-appointed special advocate) volunteers
stand up for abused and neglected children, giving them
a voice in an overburdened
child welfare system that is
hard-pressed to meet their
individual needs. A CASA
volunteer’s intense advocacy
can break the cycle of abuse
and neglect.

CASAs are making a profound difference in the lives
of hundreds of thousands of
abused and neglected children across the country –
including 185 children right
here in the Appalachian Judicial Circuit, which includes
Fannin, Gilmer and Pickens
counties.
CASA volunteers are a constant for the child in a time
of chaos. A child may have
multiple social workers, attorneys, therapists and foster
placements throughout the
life of the case but only one
volunteer, which can make
all the difference for the
child’s future. A child with a
CASA volunteer spends 20
percent less time in foster
care, on average, compared
to a child without a CASA
volunteer. Studies show children with a CASA volunteer
receive more services that
are critical to their well-being
and are four times more likely to find a permanent home.
Appalachian CASA is part
of a network of almost 1,000
CASA programs across the
country. At the heart of the
movement are nearly 87,000
highly trained volunteers
who advocate for the best
interests of more than
280,000 of America’s children who have been abused
or neglected.
CASA volunteers are people
just like you – teachers,
business people, healthcare
professionals, stay-at-home
parents, empty nesters, retirees, grandparents who are

willing to participate in an in
-depth training program,
strong communicators, willing to commit to at least one
year of service, able to pass a
criminal and Child Protective
Services background check,
and over the age of 21.
Not everyone can be a CASA
volunteer, but everyone can
be an advocate. Here are
some steps you can take to
make our community safer
for our children
Keep our state’s toll-free
child abuse hotline number
close at hand, 1-855-GACHILD. If you suspect a child
is being abused or neglected,
you can report your suspicions confidentially. Donate
or volunteer for a social service agency that supports
children. Educate yourself –
and others – about the devastating toll that abuse and
neglect take on children and
our society as a whole.
Your advocacy for children
will not only help end child
abuse, it will improve our
community for everyone who
lives here. Children who are
abused and do not get the
support they need to heal are
more likely than other kids
to drop out of school, end up
homeless, turn to crime, and
rely as adults on social welfare programs. When we
work together to protect vulnerable children, it saves
lives while also saving tax
dollars.
We all have a role to play.
What will yours be?
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CASA Welcomes New Executive Director
Appalachian CASA is pleased to welcome our new Executive Director Melanie Davis. Melanie joined Appalachian CASA in March of
2016 as our Advocacy and Training Manager and served in that
role until she was named the Executive Director in January of
2018. Melanie has an extensive career in public service as a law
enforcement professional and as a private business employee/
owner where she developed a passion for working with victims of
crime and those less fortunate in her community. Melanie retired
in 2011 from the Polk County Sheriff’s Office in Florida with 21
years of service. She spent the majority of her career investigating
and supervising child sexual abuse and neglect cases. After retiring, she and her husband, David, created a successful bed and
breakfast in Maine before moving to Ellijay with their daughter,
Brooke in 2014. Welcome, Melanie, to your new role!

New CASAs Sworn In

CASA Hires New Staff
Gina Bennett joined CASA in January of 2018 as
the Advocacy and Training Manager. She was born
and raised in Gilmer County and became a CASA
in 2017. We welcome you to reach out to Gina at
gbennett@appalachiancasa.com.
Kristy Lindstrom joined CASA in March of 2018 as
our Engagement Specialist responsible for community outreach and fundraising. Kristy grew up
in Fannin County and became a CASA in 2014.
We welcome you to contact Kristy at
klindstrom@appalachiancasa.com.

Congratulations to our
New CASAs! They were
sworn in by our Chief
Juvenile Judge Jan
Wheeler in January:
•

Linda Hill

•

Gerald Hill

•

Lura Wright

•

Kim Geiger

•

Jan Hardy

•

Melanie Essex
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Operation Foster Child
Operation Foster Child 2018 was a great
success! A total of 260 bags of love were
packed during the event on March 28. Our
volunteers filled bags with personal hygiene items, blankets, teddy bears and
toys. Staff then delivered the bags to
DFCS offices in Fannin, Gilmer and Pickens counties. Thank you to First United
Methodist Church of Alpharetta, Gilmer
County Girl Scout Troop 9020 and 17000,
Optimist Club of Jasper, Elsie Gillam
Home, CASAs and community volunteers
for your support! You truly made a difference in the life of a child!

Thank You from Dianne Scoggins
Dear Judges, CASA Volunteers and Staff, and Friends:

Words are inadequate when trying to express my appreciation for the many thoughtful, congratulatory best wishes on my retirement! All the gifts, cards, emails and kind words; plus everyone
who played a part in my awesome retirement reception...you are loved and appreciated!!
Retirement life is good! As most of you know, I will continue to stay busy. The best part....I now
get to serve as a CASA volunteer! I am already advocating for permanency for my CASA child
who has been in foster care almost a year.
I miss our CASA staff (they are the best) and each of you.
Don't be strangers, and, please keep in touch!
Best,
Dianne

Honoring Dianne Scoggins on her retirement were (left to right) Chief Juvenile
Judge Jan Wheeler, and Appalachian
CASA staff members Gina Bennett, Lisa
Salman, Dianne Scoggins, Melanie Davis,
Kerri Henderson and Kristy Lindstrom.

FOLLOW US! Twitter: @AppalachianCASA
Facebook: @casaofappalachianjudicialcircuit

Appalachian CASA
P.O. Box 2134
Ellijay GA 30540

Melanie Davis, Executive Director
director@appalachiancasa.com
Gina Bennett, Advocacy/Training Manager
info@appalachiancasa.com
Kerri Henderson, Volunteer Supervisor
khenderson@appalachiancasa.com
Kristy Lindstrom, Engagement Specialist
klindstrom@appalachiancasa.com
Lisa Salman, Volunteer Supervisor
lsalman@appalachiancasa.com
Phone: 706-276-2272
Fax:
706-276-2274
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