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Legend	by	marie	lu	analysis

Legend	is	the	first	book	in	the	titular	book	trilogy	by	Chinese-American	author	Marie	Lu.	Originally	published	in	2011,	Legend	is	a	dystopian	novel	that	explores	topics	of	love,	family,	fascism,	civil	disobedience,	inequality,	propaganda,	poverty,	and	hope	in	the	face	of	an	oppressive	government.	Lu	was	inspired	by	the	classic	Victor	Hugo	story	Les
Misérables	and	wanted	to	explore	a	similar	cat-and-mouse	dynamic	in	a	futuristic	setting.	Just	like	the	law-abiding	policeman	Javert	pursued	the	noble	bread	thief	Valjean,	so	does	the	military	prodigy	June	pursue	the	handsome	and	elusive	Day.	The	story	is	told	in	the	first	person,	with	chapters	alternating	between	Day	and	June’s	points	of	view.
Legend	is	a	New	York	Times	bestselling	novel,	and	although	it	was	published	at	the	height	of	the	dystopian	novel	explosion	of	the	early	2010s,	Legend	has	persisted	as	a	remarkable	novel	worthy	of	attention.	

Legend	is	a	New	York	Times	bestselling	novel,	and	although	it	was	published	at	the	height	of	the	dystopian	novel	explosion	of	the	early	2010s,	Legend	has	persisted	as	a	remarkable	novel	worthy	of	attention.	The	version	used	for	this	guide	is	the	paperback	of	the	SPEAK	imprint	of	Penguin	Random	House.In	the	future,	America	has	split	into	two
halves:	The	Republic	rules	the	Western	half,	and	the	Colonies	rule	the	east.	In	the	Republic,	children	are	required	to	take	a	test	known	as	the	Trial	on	their	10th	birthday.	During	the	Trial,	a	child’s	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	physical	capabilities	are	tested,	and	they	are	assigned	a	score	that	determines	their	future.	High-scoring	children	are
rewarded	with	luxurious	lifestyles,	while	those	who	score	low	or	fail	face	a	dark	fate	in	the	labor	camps	or	on	the	streets.In	the	Republic	city	of	Los	Angeles,	15-year-old	Day	failed	the	Trial	when	he	was	10	but	narrowly	escaped	his	fate	and	lives	on	the	streets	with	his	13-year-old	companion,	Tess.	Plagues	frequently	break	out	in	the	poor	sectors	of
Los	Angeles,	and	Day	learns	that	his	younger	brother	has	contracted	a	mysterious	strain	of	the	virus.	
Day	breaks	into	a	hospital	hoping	to	steal	plague	medicine	for	his	brother	but	has	to	make	a	quick	escape	to	avoid	being	captured.	

The	story	is	told	in	the	first	person,	with	chapters	alternating	between	Day	and	June’s	points	of	view.	Legend	is	a	New	York	Times	bestselling	novel,	and	although	it	was	published	at	the	height	of	the	dystopian	novel	explosion	of	the	early	2010s,	Legend	has	persisted	as	a	remarkable	novel	worthy	of	attention.	The	version	used	for	this	guide	is	the
paperback	of	the	SPEAK	imprint	of	Penguin	Random	House.In	the	future,	America	has	split	into	two	halves:	The	Republic	rules	the	Western	half,	and	the	Colonies	rule	the	east.	In	the	Republic,	children	are	required	to	take	a	test	known	as	the	Trial	on	their	10th	birthday.	During	the	Trial,	a	child’s	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	physical	capabilities
are	tested,	and	they	are	assigned	a	score	that	determines	their	future.	High-scoring	children	are	rewarded	with	luxurious	lifestyles,	while	those	who	score	low	or	fail	face	a	dark	fate	in	the	labor	camps	or	on	the	streets.In	the	Republic	city	of	Los	Angeles,	15-year-old	Day	failed	the	Trial	when	he	was	10	but	narrowly	escaped	his	fate	and	lives	on	the
streets	with	his	13-year-old	companion,	Tess.	Plagues	frequently	break	out	in	the	poor	sectors	of	Los	Angeles,	and	Day	learns	that	his	younger	brother	has	contracted	a	mysterious	strain	of	the	virus.	Day	breaks	into	a	hospital	hoping	to	steal	plague	medicine	for	his	brother	but	has	to	make	a	quick	escape	to	avoid	being	captured.	During	his	escape,	he
throws	a	knife	and	hits	a	young	captain	named	Metias	in	the	shoulder.	He	flees,	thinking	that	he	only	wounded	the	man,	and	he	loses	his	father’s	pendant	in	the	process.June	is	the	only	person	in	the	entire	Republic	who	earned	a	perfect	score	on	her	Trial,	and	she	lives	with	her	older	brother	Metias.	Her	parents	died	when	she	was	young,	and	now
June	dreams	of	joining	the	military	and	capturing	the	infamous	criminal	Day.	
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During	the	Trial,	a	child’s	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	physical	capabilities	are	tested,	and	they	are	assigned	a	score	that	determines	their	future.	High-scoring	children	are	rewarded	with	luxurious	lifestyles,	while	those	who	score	low	or	fail	face	a	dark	fate	in	the	labor	camps	or	on	the	streets.In	the	Republic	city	of	Los	Angeles,	15-year-old	Day
failed	the	Trial	when	he	was	10	but	narrowly	escaped	his	fate	and	lives	on	the	streets	with	his	13-year-old	companion,	Tess.	Plagues	frequently	break	out	in	the	poor	sectors	of	Los	Angeles,	and	Day	learns	that	his	younger	brother	has	contracted	a	mysterious	strain	of	the	virus.	Day	breaks	into	a	hospital	hoping	to	steal	plague	medicine	for	his	brother
but	has	to	make	a	quick	escape	to	avoid	being	captured.	yadivowixaginu	During	his	escape,	he	throws	a	knife	and	hits	a	young	captain	named	Metias	in	the	shoulder.	He	flees,	thinking	that	he	only	wounded	the	man,	and	he	loses	his	father’s	pendant	in	the	process.June	is	the	only	person	in	the	entire	Republic	who	earned	a	perfect	score	on	her	Trial,
and	she	lives	with	her	older	brother	Metias.	Her	parents	died	when	she	was	young,	and	now	June	dreams	of	joining	the	military	and	capturing	the	infamous	criminal	Day.	However,	her	dream	becomes	personal	when	she	is	told	that	her	brother	was	killed	by	Day	during	a	hospital	break-in.	Fueled	by	rage	and	heartbreak,	June	vows	to	chase	down	Day
and	avenge	her	brother’s	death.June	goes	undercover	and	ends	up	running	into	Day	and	Tess.	She	spends	a	few	days	with	them,	and	at	first,	she	doesn’t	know	that	the	handsome	boy	from	the	streets	is	Day.	Day	and	Tess	are	trying	to	find	enough	money	to	buy	plague	medicine	for	Day’s	brother,	but	medicine	is	expensive,	and	the	odds	aren’t	looking
good	for	the	little	boy.	June	and	Day	begin	to	fall	in	love,	but	one	night,	June	realizes	that	the	boy	is	Day	when	he	reaches	for	something	at	his	neck,	and	she	thinks	of	the	pendant	found	at	the	scene	of	Metias’s	murder.	June	is	conflicted	and	confused,	but	her	loyalty	to	the	Republic	and	her	fallen	brother	wins	out,	and	she	turns	Day	in.	During	a
dramatic	standoff	with	the	military,	Day’s	mother	is	murdered,	and	he	and	his	brothers	are	taken	into	custody.	Day	is	shocked	to	learn	that	the	girl	he	trusted	betrayed	him,	and	June	doesn’t	understand	why	she	feels	no	sense	of	happiness	or	relief	at	Day’s	capture.As	Day	awaits	execution	for	his	crimes	against	the	Republic,	June	begins	to	do	her	own
investigating.	Through	a	series	of	conversations	with	Day,	unusual	details	about	his	Trial	score,	and	the	discovery	of	Metias’s	secret	blog,	June	realizes	that	the	country	she	thought	she	loved	has	committed	horrifying	atrocities	against	its	people.	June	learns	that	the	Republic	kills	children	who	fail	the	Trial,	uses	the	people	living	in	the	poor	sectors	as
test	subjects	to	try	out	its	lab-created	plagues,	and	even	organized	the	deaths	of	Metias	and	her	parents.	
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June	is	conflicted	and	confused,	but	her	loyalty	to	the	Republic	and	her	fallen	brother	wins	out,	and	she	turns	Day	in.	
During	a	dramatic	standoff	with	the	military,	Day’s	mother	is	murdered,	and	he	and	his	brothers	are	taken	into	custody.	Day	is	shocked	to	learn	that	the	girl	he	trusted	betrayed	him,	and	June	doesn’t	understand	why	she	feels	no	sense	of	happiness	or	relief	at	Day’s	capture.As	Day	awaits	execution	for	his	crimes	against	the	Republic,	June	begins	to	do
her	own	investigating.	xuwanicosibu	Through	a	series	of	conversations	with	Day,	unusual	details	about	his	Trial	score,	and	the	discovery	of	Metias’s	secret	blog,	June	realizes	that	the	country	she	thought	she	loved	has	committed	horrifying	atrocities	against	its	people.	June	learns	that	the	Republic	kills	children	who	fail	the	Trial,	uses	the	people	living
in	the	poor	sectors	as	test	subjects	to	try	out	its	lab-created	plagues,	and	even	organized	the	deaths	of	Metias	and	her	parents.	June	discovers	that	Metias	was	killed	not	by	Day	but	by	a	subordinate	soldier	under	the	government’s	orders.	yusayi	She	also	discovers	that	Day	didn’t	fail	his	Trial	after	all.	Rather,	Day	is	the	only	other	person	who	got	a
perfect	score	on	the	Trial	when	he	was	10.	June	decides	to	rebel	against	the	Republic	and	help	Day	escape	before	his	execution.With	help	from	the	rebel	group,	the	Patriots,	June	rescues	Day	out	of	prison,	and	they	escape	from	Los	Angeles.	However,	escape	comes	with	a	price.	June	is	now	a	traitor	and	can	never	return.	Day’s	older	brother	is	killed
during	the	escape,	and	his	little	brother—still	sick	with	the	plague—has	been	taken	away	to	the	warfront	for	some	reason.	Day’s	companion	Tess	is	with	the	Patriots,	and	at	the	end	of	the	novel,	Day	and	June	agree	to	head	east	to	look	for	Day’s	little	brother	and	Tess.	Far	in	the	future,	Los	Angeles	has	been	flooded	and	is	ruled	by	the	evil,	totalitarian
Republic.	The	most	wanted	criminal	in	this	society	is	fifteen-year-old	Day,	a	homeless	boy	who	steals	to	survive	and	to	help	the	poor,	and	undermines	the	Republic's	war	effort	against	the	Colonies	through	vandalism.	Day	lives	with	his	friend	Tess	in	the	poor	Lake	sector.	Day	occasionally	checks	in	on	his	family,	who	believe	he	is	dead	(with	the
exception	of	his	older	brother,	John).	One	day,	he	finds	out	that	his	ten-year-old	brother,	Eden,	has	been	infected	with	a	new	strain	of	the	plague,	a	disease	that	is	currently	wreaking	havoc	in	the	Republic.	Meanwhile,	June	Iparis	studies	and	gets	into	trouble	at	Drake	University.	June	is	a	fifteen-year-old	prodigy	who	got	a	perfect	score	on	her	Trial,	the
test	children	take	at	age	ten	that	determines	what	their	job	will	be	in	the	Republic.	She	is	suspended	for	climbing	a	skyscraper	near	the	campus.	Her	brother	Metias	and	his	driver,	Thomas,	take	her	home.	hikayare	Metias	Iparis	is	a	young	captain	in	the	military	who	has	raised	June	since	their	parents	died	in	a	car	accident	several	years	ago.	
Day	breaks	into	Los	Angeles	Central	Hospital	to	steal	plague	medicine	for	his	family.	However,	the	hospital	is	out	of	the	cure	and	he	can	only	steal	the	weaker	suppressants.	
He	is	just	about	to	get	away	when	Metias,	who	has	been	sent	to	guard	an	important	delivery,	stops	him.	Day	throws	a	knife	into	his	shoulder	and	escapes.	In	his	rush	to	get	out,	Day	leaves	behind	his	special	pendant.	That	night,	Thomas	comes	to	June’s	house	and	tells	her	that	Metias	is	dead.	Metias’s	former	boss,	Commander	Jameson,	arranges	for
June	to	graduate	from	Drake	early	so	she	can	help	catch	Metias’s	killer	-	Day.	Although	she	is	devastated	by	her	brother’s	death,	June	investigates	the	crime	scene	and	concludes	that	Day	was	stealing	the	plague	medicine	for	someone	he	knows.	She	spreads	the	word	in	the	poor	sectors	that	Day	should	come	to	the	"ten-second	place"	if	he	wants	to	buy
a	plague	cure.	The	ten-second	place	is	a	bank	that	Day	robbed	in	a	spectacular	heist	that	took	place	in	only	ten	seconds.	Day	suspects	this	is	a	trap,	but	he	goes	anyway	in	hopes	of	getting	the	cure.	He	rigs	the	speakers	at	the	bank	so	he	can	talk	to	June	without	giving	away	his	location.	They	talk,	and	he	flees	when	he	sees	the	knot	June	tied	her	cloak
with	and	realizes	that	she’s	an	agent	for	the	Republic.	June	learns	from	his	accent	that	Day	is	from	the	Lake	sector.	That	night,	Day	and	Tess	discover	a	strange	metal	plate	under	a	pier.	June,	Thomas,	and	Commander	Jameson	interrogate	a	spy	from	the	Colonies,	a	rival	country	on	the	other	side	of	what	is	now	the	United	States.	June	is	appalled	by
how	violently	Thomas	beats	the	prisoner.	bocetolugi	The	next	day,	June	disguises	herself	as	a	street	urchin	and	goes	to	the	Lake	sector,	hoping	to	get	more	information	about	Day.	She	stumbles	into	a	Skiz	fight	-	a	street	fight	that	onlookers	can	bet	on.	The	crowd	tries	to	coerce	scrawny	Tess	into	fighting,	but	June	intervenes	and	gets	pulled	in	herself.
She	beats	Kaede,	the	previous	champion.	
However,	Kaede	pulls	out	a	hidden	knife	and	stabs	her.	
According	to	the	rules	of	Skiz	fights,	a	fighter	must	keep	competing	until	they	lose.	Day	rescues	the	wounded	June	from	more	fights	by	setting	off	a	dust	bomb.	They	escape	and	Tess	nurses	her	back	to	health.	Over	the	next	few	days,	June	begins	to	enjoy	Day	and	Tess’s	company.	She	has	a	few	intimate	moments	with	Day,	and	they	eventually	kiss.
Soon	after	the	kiss,	June	sees	Day	reach	for	his	pendant	and	she	realizes	his	identity.	She	confirms	his	identity	by	following	him	when	he	sneaks	off	to	visit	Eden	(who	is	getting	sicker)	and	the	rest	of	his	family.	She	tells	Thomas,	who	sends	a	large	corps	of	soldiers	to	Day’s	family’s	house,	hoping	to	lure	him	out.	June	sends	him	there,	believing	that	the
capture	won’t	be	violent.	However,	Day	tries	to	fight	off	the	soldiers,	and	Thomas	retaliates	by	shooting	Day's	Mom	in	cold	blood.	John	and	Day	are	imprisoned	and	Eden	is	sent	to	the	warfront	for	an	unknown	reason.	In	prison,	June	interrogates	Day	about	Metias’s	murder	and	his	other	crimes.	While	he	admits	to	the	nonviolent	offenses,	he	insists	that
he’s	innocent	of	the	murder,	and	that	he’s	sure	he	only	stabbed	Metias	in	the	shoulder.	Although	June	is	furious	about	Metias,	she	shows	some	compassion.	She	kept	Tess	away	from	the	showdown	at	Day’s	house	to	prevent	her	from	being	arrested,	and	she	apologizes	for	his	mother’s	death.	When	Day	is	moved	to	a	new	cell,	he	sees	a	body	bag	marked
with	the	plague	symbol	and	wonders	if	the	Republic	is	spreading	the	plague	to	its	citizens	on	purpose.	
June	goes	to	an	elegant	ball	to	celebrate	Day’s	capture.	Thomas	takes	her	home	and	tries	to	kiss	her,	but	June	is	repulsed	by	his	violent	personality.	That	night,	she	reviews	Day’s	Trial	exam	and	realizes	that	like	her,	he	got	a	perfect	score.	However,	the	records	show	that	he	failed	and	was	sent	to	a	labor	camp	where	he	died	of	smallpox	at	age	ten.	She
realizes	that	the	Republic	falsified	his	score	to	get	rid	of	him.	Day	is	sentenced	to	death,	which	inspires	protests	in	the	city’s	military	sector	Batalla.	Commander	Jameson	tortures	him	by	forcing	him	to	lie	in	the	sun	for	two	days.	During	this	time,	June	brings	him	food	and	water	and	asks	him	about	his	early	life.	She	is	shocked	when	he	tells	her	that
children	who	fail	the	Trial	are	routinely	killed,	and	that	his	records	are	wrong	because	he	escaped	after	being	taken	to	a	lab	for	painful	tests.	He	also	tells	her	his	belief	that	the	Republic	is	purposely	spreading	the	plague.	June	thinks	this	over.	Meanwhile,	hundreds	of	protesters	gather	outside	Batalla	Hall,	the	military	headquarters.	June	is	horrified
when	Thomas	and	Commander	Jameson	order	them	to	be	shot.	When	she	tries	to	intervene,	Thomas	pushes	her	on	the	ground.	Thomas	interrogates	Day	about	whether	he	knows	some	spies	for	the	Patriots,	a	resistance	group	affiliated	with	the	Colonies.	He	only	recognizes	one	-	Kaede,	the	girl	from	the	Skiz	fight.	That	night,	Thomas	begs	June	to
forgive	him	for	pushing	her.	She	ignores	him	and	instead	reviews	the	crime	scene	photos	from	Metias’s	murder.	She	realizes	that	Thomas	committed	the	murder,	probably	on	orders	from	the	government,	and	Commander	Jameson	covered	it	up.	The	next	day,	she	visits	Day	and	they	make	up.	
June	rereads	Metias’s	journals	and	finds	a	coded	message	that	leads	her	to	a	blog.	On	the	blog,	Metias	recorded	his	discovery	that	their	parents	were	murdered.	The	government	did	this	because	their	father	found	out	that	the	Republic	uses	the	plague	to	eliminate	weak	genes	from	the	population.	In	the	final	entry,	he	writes	that	Thomas	found	out
what	he	knows.	June	reflects	and	then	decides	to	help	Day	escape.	Day	tells	her	that	Kaede	is	a	Patriot,	and	June	goes	to	her	for	help.	
They	plan	to	create	a	diversion	and	use	Patriots	dressed	as	soldiers	to	free	John	and	Day	on	the	day	of	the	latter’s	execution.	However,	Commander	Jameson	moves	the	date	up,	preventing	them	from	carrying	out	the	rescue	as	planned.	June	tries	to	rescue	them	on	her	own,	but	Thomas	stops	her	when	he	finds	that	an	electro-bomb	-	a	bomb	that
disables	guns	-	is	missing.	June	stole	the	bomb	and	gave	it	to	Kaede	for	use	in	the	rescue.	Just	as	Thomas	is	about	to	realize	June	is	guilty,	the	Patriots	show	up	and	set	off	the	electro-bomb,	starting	a	riot	among	the	people	who	have	turned	out	to	watch	the	execution.	June	uses	the	chaos	to	rescue	Day	and	John.	However,	Day	has	been	hit	on	the	head
and	can’t	walk.	John	sacrifices	himself	so	that	June	and	Day	can	escape	with	the	Patriots,	who	take	them	away	on	motorcycles.	
The	Patriots	drop	June	and	Day	off	in	Valencia,	on	the	outskirts	of	the	Republic.	They	decide	to	go	to	Las	Vegas,	a	Colonies	stronghold,	to	check	on	Tess,	who	has	joined	the	Patriots.	
After	that,	they	will	go	to	the	warfront	to	rescue	Eden.	
Part	1,	Chapters	1-6	Part	1,	Chapters	7-11	Part	1,	Chapters	12-16	Part	1,	Chapters	17-22	Part	2,	Chapters	23-28	Part	2,	Chapters	29-34	Part	2,	Chapters	35-40
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