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Bathgate Community Council

Meeting Minutes
Venue: 
Partnership Centre, Bathgate 

Date: 

Wednesday 9th October 2019
Attendees:
Ronnie MacLeod 
-
Chair 
John MacDonald 
-
Planning secretary
Donald Stavert 
-
Treasurer
Cllr Willie Boyle
-
Councillor 

Ron Dingwall 

-
BCC Member 
Malcolm Hill 

-
BCC Member 
David Main

-
BCC Member
Clainie Welsh

-
BBC Member

Debbie Magee 
-
Secretary
Guests:
Dennis Morris

- 
Guest


John McLean

-
Guest Speaker

Apologies:



Cllr Harry Cartmill
-
Councillor


Nairn Pearson

-
West Lothian Council 

Stefano Vergili

-
Guest

	Point
	Item
	Action

	1.
	Matters Arising/Minutes of Last meeting

Minutes of the September meeting were accepted as an accurate reflection of the meeting. Proposed by Ron Dingwall and seconded by Clainie Welsh.

	Note


	2.
	John Mclean – Community Mental Health and Addiction Services Manager

John McLean gave an overview of The Brock, there has been a disinvestment in mental health services, The Brock was set up as an independent third sector business and has had various grants and donations to help support people with mental health issues or addiction issues.
The Brock is based at Strathbrock Partnership Centre which is a SCIO, they undertake wood working, horticulture and crafts offering certificates supported by West Lothian College.
They will be operating from 19 and 21 North Bridge Street Road which was owned by West Lothian Council.  NHS Lothian are donating the lease fees for 3 years to allow The Brock to run. 

John McLean gave a special thanks to Cllr Willie Boyle for all his help and support.
John McLean is going to approach the Management Committee to attend the meeting.
	Note

Note

Note

Note

Note

	3.

	Treasurers Report

Report was circulated to all members.

	Note



	4.
	Correspondence

All as per emails from Debbie Magee


	Note



	5.
	Planning

Nothing new to report
John MacDonald updated everyone regarding the Planning Application for the Steelyard. We are still unclear of the situation and unable to get advice from West Lothian Council Legal Team. Cllr Willie Boyle has raised his concerns with West Lothian Council.


	Note
Note



	6.
	Sub-Groups / Community Development Trust
We held the two public meetings we had planned on 27th August in the Partnership Centre to gauge support for the Trust.

We received enough indications of support to convince us to proceed. 

Advised by the Development Trust Association for Scotland we produced suggested articles of association for a meeting of the supporters on 12th September 2019. 
They went over the Articles of Association and agreed collectively on changes required to them for submission to Companies House. The next step is to register the Company and hold a member’s meeting to elect directors in accordance with the articles. 


	Note
Note

Note

	7.
	AOCB
Scottish Community Councils taking lead in VE Day 75 Celebrations – Donald Stavert suggested creating a sub-group and liaising with other groups within the Town. Meeting has been scheduled for the 16th October 2019 @6.30pm, groups invited are:
· Bathgate Procession and John Newlands

· All Bathgate Schools and Churches

· Town Centre Management Committee

· 50+ Network

· Bathgate History Society

· Bennie Museum

· Enterprising Bathgate

· Tesco

· Morrisons

Thank you to Bathgate Community Centre Management Committee have donated £500.
Town Centre Funds

We were only allocated funds for the Putting Bathgate On the Map application through the Town Centre Regeneration Fund, we were allocated:
· Putting Bathgate on the Map £26,249
· Commuter Car Park - None
· Street Furniture - None
· Water Feature - None
· Water Fountain – None
Some concerns have been raised in terms of the fairness of the process and consistency of the process over West Lothian.

It was agreed we would object to what has happened and would like a meeting to be reconvened at the earliest opportunity. We would also like the Town Centre Management Committee to withdraw their applications. There was no visible scoring matrix to show a fair and just allocation of money.
David Main and Sybil Cavanagh have been doing some research on the Peter McLagan Fountain, he was the first non-white MP to Linlithgowshire.

David Main would like to invite Sybil to the January meeting.

River Forth Fisheries Nim Kibbler to be invited to come along to the January meeting.


	Note
Note

Note

Note

Note

Note

DM

JM

	8.
	Date of Next Meeting

Next meeting is the Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 14th November 2019 to 7.00pm at Bathgate Partnership Centre.

	Note


