
By Dennis Kehoe, 
2025-26 Lakes & 
Prairies District 
President

Service is the fo-
cal point of  Ex-

change. We make 
our communities
stronger, our children safer and assist 
veterans in need. The work of  Ex-
change clubs makes a real difference to 
the people we serve. 

Everything we accomplish is because 
of  our members who give their time 
and financial support. The district dues 
we pay make it possible to grow Ex-
change by building new clubs, support-
ing existing clubs in need, and training 
the future leaders of  our clubs. 

Like all of  us today, the Lakes & Prai-
ries District is facing rising costs. Our 
current dues no longer cover the costs 
of  supplies, program materials, insur-
ance, scholarships and the expense of  
our events. 

The Lakes & Prairies District was 
formed in 2014. The district dues at 
that time were $6/quarter. Since that 
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The Lakes & Prairies District wishes to recognize the 
newest members who joined their respective 

Exchange club so far in February:
Steele County: Gail Buckingham; Paul Knutson; 

Waterloo: Goodwill Industries (Rachel Hesse)

The importance of  investing in Exchange

time we have never increased dues, but 
the time has come that we must have 
a modest increase to continue the pro-
grams and projects we need to grow 
Exchange. 

Our executive committee has de-
termined a $2 increase per quarter is 
necessary to keep our district financial-
ly stable in the future. Without an in-
crease, we will not be able to continue 
to grow our clubs, educate our officers, 
support our National project of  the 
Prevention of  Child Abuse, and give 
scholarships to our top students. So 
I ask you to think of  a dues increase 
as an investment in the future of  Ex-
change. 

At our District Convention in Owa-
tonna on Saturday, May 16, you 

will have a chance to discuss and vote 
on the dues increase. As your district 
president, I ask you to seriously con-
sider this increase which will allow us 
to continue to make our communities 
better places to live.  

(Do you have an event you’d like Dennis to 
attend coming up? Email, text, or call him 
today so he can get it on his schedule.) 

District Convention registration
Included in this newsletter on Page 2 

is the registration form for the 2026 
Lakes & Prairies District Convention 
being held this year in Owatonna. 

As you can see from the form, the 
fees have gone up. Unfortunately, food 
prices have risen, the cost of  facilities 
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(District Convention continued on Page 4)

Share your club’s news! 
Email Randy at 

rsobrack@yahoo.com

(Registration continued from Page 1)
has risen, and the district can no longer 
stay at the same rates we have been. 

The agenda will be in the March 2026 
Exchangite, but I can say that many 
events will begin on Friday, May 15, in-
cluding a tour of  The Exchange Club 
Center for Family Unity in Owatonna, 
along with the Veteran’s Memorial, and 
the Freedom Shrine. 

The Center is the only certified family 
unity location presently in the Lakes & 
Prairies District. 

If  you have any questions, please 
contact District Vice President Ka-

tie Smith, District Secretary Lynn Lim-
berg or Immediate Past District Presi-
dent Sharon Klein. 

District award forms 
are coming

There has been a 
change in the dis-

trict awards in more 
ways than one. 

Katie Smith, who has been in charge 
of  awards for many years has made 
the difficult decision to step down, at 
least for this year. As you know fami-
ly always comes first, followed by life 
events. Sometimes we just need to step 
back, and do what is most important. 

Katie is involved in many aspects 
of  Exchange, and unfortunately there 
are only so many hours in a day. Ka-
tie is one of  the many heartbeats of  
Exchange, and though she may step 
back from award recognition this year, 
she will still be working strong for Ex-
change in other areas. 

The other changes are in the awards 
themselves. I am working diligently to 
get new forms created, and new expla-
nations done. All award forms will be 
in the March 2026 Exchangite newslet-
ter coming out no later than March 14.

Until that time, if  you have any 
questions, please feel free to con-

tact me as I will be the awards chairper-
son for this convention. 

By Sharon Klein, 
2025-26 Lakes & 
Prairies Immediate
Past District President

The link is: https://go.exchangefundraising.org/d23061/Campaign/Details

We need you on the Lakes & Prairies 
district board
By Sharon Klein, 
2025-26 Lakes & 
Prairies Immediate
Past District President

Recently, I sent out 
letters to each 

club in the district in 
regard to elections. 

The following positions are open 
for the 2026-27 district board: Presi-
dent-elect, secretary, treasurer, direc-
tors in Division 2 (East Minneapolis 
and Little Falls), Division 4 (Steele 
County, Owatonna, Moonlighters, and 
Medford), and Division 6 (Waverly, 
Mason City, and Waverly/Shell Rock 

Excel Club.
If  you have someone in your club in-

terested in any of  these positions, a let-
ter of  support and nomination needs 
to be sent to me by Wednesday, April 1.

Just so you know, I am not in this 
alone, all letters will be forwarded 

to both our District President Dennis 
Kehoe and District President-Elect 
Trent Hunter. My address is: 21 Car-
riage Lane, Owatonna, MN 55060, and 
my email is: sharonk1949@gmail.com. 
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