
By Sharon Klein, 
2024-25 Lakes & 
Prairies District 
President

On Facebook was 
a recent notice 

about the Exchange 
Club of Albert Lea 
donating 32 pairs
of boots to the elementary school.

One of my many happy times are 
seeing the pictures of what the clubs 
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The new Des Moines Area Exchange Club is scheduled to charter Jan. 28, 2025 
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2025 is upon us—what is your 
Exchange resolution?

are doing and posting the pictures 
on Facebook. Be sure you use the 
hashtag #ExchangeNation or #Ex-
changeStrong so it shows up on oth-
er club and district Facebook pages 
throughout the country. 

Do you realize half of the Exchange 
year is over? Can you look back and 
say we have done well, or do you look 
back and say we can do better?

The next six months are going to go 
quickly. Have you begun your suc-
cession planning or have you started 
to think about it? In your club, do 
you know who will be the next pres-
ident-elect, next secretary, next trea-
surer? Do you have new members 
you want to encourage to be directors, 
giving new breath and new ideas to 
your club?

March is Celebrate Exchange 
Month. Does your club plan a special 
event, or speaker, or dinner? There 
are so many ideas out and about. How 
do you show your community what 
Exchange is about? 

April is Prevention of Child Abuse 
Month. This alone is one of the em-
phasis of Exchange since becoming 
our National project since 1979. 

One idea I heard about on an Ex-
change Talk podcast was having a 
change jar for a month. Every time 
you come to Exchange you empty the 

The Lakes & Prairies District wishes to recognize 
the newest member(s) who joined their respec-

tive Exchange club in the past month:
Karen Oberheu, Waverly

Exchange Club of Albert Lea Pres-
ident-Elect Emily Honsey (pictured 
right) presented 32 pairs of boots 
purchased by club members to an 
elementary school social worker for 
students in need. 
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Bell ringing
Exchange Club of Steele County 
President Dean Schuette (pictured 
far left) was among the Club mem-
bers ringing the bell to benefit The 
Salvation Army Saturday, Nov. 30, at 
Cabela’s in Owatonna. Club mem-
bers rang the bell at Cabela’s from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
at Fleet Farm in Owatonna. The Ex-
change Club of Mason City (adjacent 
left photo) also helped The Salvation 
Army’s Red Kettle campaign by con-
ducting bell ringing, Nov. 16, at Hy-
Vee. 

Collaborative Exchange club member donations
Lakes & Prairies District President Sharon Klein (pictured right) organized a collection of baking supplies from the 
three Exchange clubs in Owatonna. The donation, Dec. 10, to Community Pathways Executive Director Dom Korbel, 
who is president-elect for the Exchange Club of Steele County, came to 258 pounds for those in need seeking to do 
some holiday baking. 



Lakes & Prairies Exchangite - December 2024                                   Page 3

Share your club’s news! 
Email Randy at 

rsobrack@yahoo.com

(District President continued from Page 1)

change out of your pocket or the bot-
tom of your purse into a container. At 
the end of that month or quarter, the 
club decides where they would like 
that money to go. 

The past six months have gone very 
quickly for me too. I am so proud of 
all the clubs within our district. Each 
club is working on the ideas of Ex-
change, participating in city func-
tions, donating to worthwhile causes, 
showing patriotism and becoming 
more visible. 

How is your membership growth 
coming? Don’t forget my incentive to 
the club that has the most new mem-
bers by April will receive a free reg-
istration and two nights of stay at the 
district convention. It is winter. Peo-
ple need to get out and be with others. 
This is the time to ask that neighbor, 
church friend, or businessperson to 
come and visit your club. Sometimes 
it is easier to ask if they would like to 
help with a project instead of visiting 
a club and just meeting some of the 
members. 

The Lakes & Prairies District Con-
vention will be May 16-18. Check out 
the new logo for this year’s conven-
tion on Page 1. Also, in the next week 
you will each receive from me a sur-
vey about the district’s convention. 
We want to plan this around what you, 
the worker bee wants. Please take the 
time to complete and return. 

Thank you all and have a very hap-
py new year!

(Do you have an event you’d like Sha-
ron to attend coming up? Email, text, 
or call her today so she can get it on 
her schedule.)

Service club collaboration
The Exchange Club of Waseca combined 
efforts with the local Rotary and Lions clubs 
in raising just over $4,300 for Thanksgiving 
meals distributed by the Waseca Area Food 
Shelf. 
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Lakes & Prairies District Exchange
2024-25 Officers & Directors


