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Exchange Club of Steele 
County conducting Pan-
cake Breakfast fund-
raiser, 8 a.m. - noon, at 
VFW in Owatonna.

Martin Luther King Jr 
Day.

Exchange Club of Ma-
son City chartered in 
1948.

Share your club’s news! 
Email Randy at 

rsobrack@yahoo.com

By Mike Knapp, 
Lakes & Prairies 
2021-22 District 
President

Greetings  to  
all Exchange 

club members in 
the Lakes & Prai-
ries District, as I
hope you and your club had a pleasant 
holiday season.

Mid-year National Exchange 
Leadership training

 
I will be attending the leadership 

training from Thursday, Jan. 6, to 
Sunday, Jan. 9, in Greenville, South 
Carolina (site of the 2022 National 
Exchange Club Convention). We will 
be reviewing Exchange checklists for 
districts, updates on new National Ex-
change Club programs and opportuni-
ties, and other materials. If your club 
has issues or suggestions to raise with 
The National Exchange Club, please 
email me your concerns or questions 
and I will try and get those addressed. 

 President’s call

I would like to set up a Zoom call 
for all club presidents and presi-
dent-elects in the latter part of Janu-
ary. The purpose of the call is to help 
breakdown the sense of isolation ex-
pressed by clubs in the district when 
I visited them this past fall, and to 
establish a network in which all the 
presidents and president-elects with-
in the district could meet and share 
information about what’s happening 
within their respective clubs, give 
feedback to the district board, and (District president continued on Page 2)

Setting the goal for more inclusion during the 
second half of the 2021-22 Exchange year

promote upcoming events. It would 
be helpful if you can send me a re-
ply as to what evenings or days would 
best allow you to participate. Watch 
for more information about this. 

Next district board meeting

The Lakes & Prairies District Board 
next meets on Thursday, Feb. 17, 
over Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Board meet-
ings are always open to our member-
ship. If you would like to attend the 
February meeting or have issues that 
you would like the board to address, 
let me know going into February so 
I can include you in the Zoom link, 
or add your issue to our agenda. I can 
be reached directly at lairdknapp@
gmail.com. 

Membership challenge!

Just a reminder if we can increase 
our district’s Exchange membership 
by 46 new members by May 2022, 
President-Elect Annette Duncan gets 
to cut the ponytail I’ve been growing 
since the start of the pandemic during 
our district convention in May in 
Rochester. 

Congratulations to 2021 National 
Exchange Award recipients!

Exchange clubs of the Lakes & Prai-
ries District garnered several awards 
during The National Exchange Club 
Convention in 2021. Congratulations 
to the following recipients, whether 
individual or club: 

• Distinguished Club Secretary: 
Marvin Anderson, Cedar Falls.
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• Distinguished Club Treasurer: 
Marvin Anderson, Cedar Falls.
•    Retention Award 96.1%: East 

Minneapolis, Moonlighters of Owa-
tonna, Steele County, and Waterloo.
• Retention Award 92-96%: Oma-

ha, Owatonna, Waseca, and Sunrise 
of Waterloo. 
•  National Service Award: Cedar 

Falls, Cedar Valley, Moonlighters of 
Owatonna, Omaha, Owatonna, Steele 
County, Sunrise of Waterloo, Water-
loo, and Waverly.

Congratulations again to all of you 
that made these awards to our district 
happen. Please remember to have 
your projects reported to The National 
Exchange Club so that you are given 
full credit and acknowledgement for 
what you have or will be accomplish-
ing between now and June 30, 2022. 

Remember, to earn your Nation-
al Service Award, a club must 

have completed at least one project 
from each of the four service areas 
(Americanism, Youth, Community, 
and Prevention of Child Abuse) plus 
two more projects in any of the ser-
vice areas. Let’s try to get 100% of 
our Lakes & Prairies District clubs 
earning their National Service Award 
during the 2021-22 Exchange year!

The Lakes & Prairies District wishes to recognize 
members who have joined their respective clubs 

during the 2021-22 Exchange year

Cedar Falls: John Harrell, 9/10/21; Katie Zimmerly, 11/22/21; East 
Minneapolis: Shirley Herrmann, 8/19/21; Faribault: Denise Clayton, 
10/6/21;   Moonlighters of Owatonna: Liane Peterson, 11/23/21; Oma-
ha: Clint Williams, 10/29/21; Stephanie Henningsen, 11/10/21; Owaton-
na: April Paxton, 8/5/21; Sarah Frazier, 11/11/21; Steele County: Linda 
Breyer, 8/17/21; Waterloo: Yolando Loveless, 8/31/21; Violet Hunter, 
12/9/21; Waverly: Wendy Mohlis, 8/26/21; Michael Donovitch, 9/2/21; 
Donald Dare Jr., 10/1/21; Brian Walker, 12/8/21. 

Bell ringing
The Exchange Club of Steele County’s 
Lowell Miller was among the club mem-
bers ringing the bell for the Salvation 
Army’s Red Kettle campaign at HyVee 
in Owatonna throughout Dec. 3 and 17.

Check presentation
Exchange Club of Waterloo 
President Sandi Sommerfelt 
(pictured left) presented a 
$3,400 check, Dec. 28, to their 
local Salvation Army’s Katie 
Zimmerly. The club conducted 
a four-week raffle fundraiser in 
benefiting the group. 
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