
 
 
 

Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
July 6, 2025  

Thought for Meditation 
As we honor our country’s freedom, let us also cherish our spiritual independence—the freedom to live 
in faith, to trust God’s plan, and to walk in His light. The spirit of those who fought for our liberty is alive 
in us when we choose to dedicate our lives to faith, reflecting their courage and commitment in our 
walk with God. True freedom is not merely the absence of chains, but rather the presence of faith—the 
faith that empowers us to step into the unknown while surrendering to God's greater plan. It is a call to 
live boldly, to trust fully, and to walk confidently in God's purpose for our lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

— GATHERING — 
 

Prelude            “Blessed Assurance”         Miller 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Opening Prayer    
 
*Call To Worship                     Elsie Deem 
Leader:  Inspired by the story of Abraham, let us consider our own faith  

and the lengths we are willing to go to honor God. 
People:   We come to worship, recognizing that 

   true faith calls us to surrender what we hold dear. 
Leader:  Just as Abraham carried the wood for the offering,  

  we too carry our burdens and offerings before the Lord. 
People:   We trust that God will provide for our needs,  

 just as He provided a ram for Abraham. 
Leader:  Let us open our hearts to the One who sees us, hears us, and provides for us.  
People:  Together, we will worship the Lord,  

 who blesses us and calls us to be a blessing to others. 
All:    May our worship be a true offering to the God who provides! Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Praise     “We Have Come to Join in Worship”       #207 
 
*Prayer of Confession:      Psalm 102:17    
L:  He will listen to the prayers of the destitute; he will not reject their pleas. Grace     Church, 

let us approach God and confess our sins.  
All:  Gracious and merciful God,  

we come before You in humility, acknowledging the moments when our faith has faltered 
and our trust has wavered. We confess that we have often allowed fear and doubt to 
overshadow Your promises, choosing our own understanding over Your divine guidance. 
Forgive us, Lord, for the sacrifices we have withheld, for the burdens we have carried alone, 
and for the times we have strayed from Your path.  

  Help us to embrace the call to trust, even when the road ahead seems uncertain.  
Grant us the courage to surrender our fears and to rely on Your provision, knowing that You 
are always with us. May we be reminded of Your unwavering faithfulness, transforming our 
hearts and renewing our spirit as we seek to walk in obedience. Amen.  

                        Silent Prayer of Confession… 
*Assurance of Forgiveness    Romans 5:8 
Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the power of sin has been defeated, and we are given 
new life! Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel! 
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed and sent. Amen! 
 
 * Passing of the Peace     John 14:27 
L: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
P:  And also, with you. 

Please pass the peace of Christ to your neighbors in the pews and introduce yourself to 
those you do not know. 

 
* Gloria Patri          #813 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen, Amen. 
 

Solo            “Come Home”       Wendy Aurednik 
(Words:  Will L. Thompson; Music:  Craig Courtney” 

 
— THE WORD — 

Prayer for Illumination 
  



 
 
 
Scripture                                              Genesis 22:2–18   
 
Sermon                         “Freedom” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith—Apostles’ Creed 
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns  
 
Tithes and Offerings                       Psalm 96:8 
“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts!” 
 
Offertory       “Lord Speak to Me”           DeCou 
     
*Doxology           “O Bless the Gifts”                       #817 
  O bless the gifts our hands have brought; 
  And bless the work our hearts have planned. 
  Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; 
  The rest, O God, is in your hand. 

  
*Prayer of Dedication   
 
Hymn of Response  “Nothing But the Blood”  (v. 1-2)       #337 
 
Great Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give thanks and praise,  
eternal God, our creator. We praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven, and with 
all the faithful of every time and place who forever sing to the glory of your name:  
  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
  God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy God, we bless You for Your majesty and for Jesus Christ, our Lord. With gratitude, we take 
this bread and cup, celebrating the redemption He has won for us. Accept our praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy offering, that our lives may proclaim the crucified and risen Lord.  Great is 
the mystery of faith: 
   Christ has died,  
   Christ is risen,  
   Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and these gifts of bread and cup, making them the 
communion of Christ's body and blood. Unite us with the living Christ and all baptized in His 
name, that we may be one in ministry. As this bread represents Christ's body, send us to be His 
body in the world. Unite us at your table, making us one in Christ Jesus. Empower our shared 
life and ignite our witness. Keep us faithful to the gospel, the breaking of bread, and prayer. 
 
Give us strength to serve you until the promised day of the resurrection, when with the redeem 
of all the ages we will feast with you at your table in glory. Through Christ, all glory and honor 
are yours, almighty God, with the Holy Spirit in the holy church, now and forever.  As Christ our 
Savior taught us, we are bold to pray:  Our Father….  
 
Breaking the Bread 
Communion of the People    John 6:35 

I am the bread of life.  
Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, 



 
 
 

I am the vine.  
Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

—SENDING — 
 

* Hymn of Dedication      “America, the Beautiful” (v.1-2)      #799    
 
*Charge and Benediction    John 21 1-19 

May the love of God our father, 
The grace of Jesus Christ, and 
The power of the Holy Spirit guide you always. Amen! 

 
 
Congregational Response    “America, the Beautiful”   (v.3)     #799 
 
*Postlude             “Fugue on the National Anthem”     Paine 

                        (by request) 
 

*PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE 
 

Welcome to Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
We extend a warm welcome to all worshipping with us today and we hope that you will return.  
Please join us for Coffee Fellowship in Cana Hall following today’s worship service. 
 

 
Rev. Dr. Ojulu (Pastor Owar) is available anytime if you have any concerns, want to 
schedule a meeting, or if you need a prayer. You can contact him at the office @ 
724-339-9661 or his cell 507-304-5958.   

 
Help fill shoeboxes all year long!  The Operation Christmas Child items for 
the month of July are WOW toys (soccer or playground balls, dolls, large 
trucks, etc.).  Donations may be placed in the OCC box in the Narthex.  
Thank you. 

 
 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 
July 4   Lee Johnson    July 27   Ken and Barb McGeary 
July 7   Sharon Rupert        July 30   Dave and Melody Highfield 
July 22      Jennifer Beck    
July 31  Paul Zunich    
   

   
If your name does not appear, or if the listed information is incorrect, please contact the 
church office so that the records can be updated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

This Week’s Calendar 
July 6 – 12, 2025 

   
Today Worship  10:00am 
 Coffee Fellowship 11:00am 
Tuesday Bible Study  1:00pm 
 Garden Club  6:00pm 
  

 
 

 

                      Looking Ahead 
            July 13 - 19, 2025 
 

July 13 Reach Out Committee  9:00am 
 Worship  10:00am 
 Coffee Fellowship 11:00am 
 Adult Sunday School 11:00am 
July 15 Bible Study  1:00pm 
   
July 15-17 
Tues thru 
Thursday 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  6:00pm- 
 8:15pm 

July 19 VBS WATER DAY 11:00am 
   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
2751 Grant Street, Lower Burrell, PA  15068 

(724) 339-9661 
Website:  www.gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 

 
Worship Service is at 10:00am 

    
Church Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Owar O. Ojulu 
 pastorowar@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org  
Secretary: Cathy Brady 
 secretary@gracecommunitypresbyterian.org 
Christian Ed: Bill Ludwig  
Organist: Kenneth McGeary 
Treasurer: Ray Zerjav 
Custodian: John Baron and Paul Zunich 
Elders Deacons 
Reitha Bieranoski Sheri Cieslinski 
Dave Briscoe Kerri Colaianni 
Michael Cochenour Elsie Deem 
 Lisa Edwards 
Cheryl Landis Heidi Hacker 
Glenn Nordmark Linda Johnson 
Sharon Rupert LaVonne Pelisari 
Todd Taylor Debbie Roskey 
Jack Trinclisti Marcia Sackett 
Steph Tutka Rich Sackett 
Cathy Vitari Dee Shaffer 
 Shirley Trinclisti 
 Shirley Wilson 

 


