1ZB  Apdl 12, 2008 THISWEEKEMND

Local artist paints to preserve area 's famlly farms

Lecal artist Rollle Brandt sees mone than
just pretty scenery wiverever she diives.

Cresting a hill or rounding a bend in the
road can offer her ingpiration for her to go
horme and create an onginal painting of har
nural surroundings = a family farm with the
s light on it, dairy cattle peacefully grazing
in a field, an old barn that is showing its age
and a silo covered In vines.

in recent yeas Brandt has focused her
painting on the family farm, which she feels is
showvly disappearing from the nural landsCape.

“Twant 1o preserve some of these beautiful
pieces of nural Americana if | can, she said

She has attracted the attention of one of
thia country’s top calendar card and gift com:
panies, Lang who will be producing a wall cal-
encar of Brandt's work in a calendar entithed
“On the Farm” beginning in 2009.

Soveral of the farms that appear in this first
calendar are from arcund Dakota and Scott
counties and will be recognied by local resi-
dents.

The barns include a wihite barn and vins
colored silo from the Hille Farm on County
Road B& the Stanton farm on Pillsbury and
County Road 856, the beick farm house just
souith of Lakeville South High School and a
rect bami showing its age on County Road 27
in Prior Lake across from the nurseny,

The *On the Farm® calendar will picture
Brandt’s paintings of farms, Banns and animals
fewsnd on local famme in this area south of the
Tin Cltles.

1 have met some of the nicest people by
simiply stopping by 1o get permission to walk
around and take reference photos, Many of
the farm families 've met have some wonder-
ful storles 1o shane and have been o hospi-
table’

Art for the calendars is painted and selact-
ed long before people even think of purchas-
ing their calendars

For exampie, this monih Lang made the
final choice 12 of Brandts paintings for the

Framo wibreireed

*Mick's Place” named after St. Mick for Christmas, is on the
Kevin Ryan farm on County Road 70 just south of the new
Lakeville South High School. It is in the 2009 Calendar for

lishad her first limited adition
print of a'Webster by ice fith-
ing

Enown for  her  realis
tic paintings of “kids being
kids" she has had 22 prints
published ower tha patt 13
years with Wild Wings which
publishes and makets both
priginal paintings, prints and
higme decor tems

Brandt™ paintings have
appeared on 1hiee covers of
Minnesota DR’ Hunting and
Fishing Regulations booklets,
owver Dwo do2en magarns
covers, several greeting cards,
calendars and othes hoensed
products owver the years and

Decembaer.

Loent 3 couple visits siting down in the dirt,
taking reference photos of the chickens fior
the painting Frm wadking on now;, and it's tum:
ing ot well®

On some aof the paintings, she hides the

P e SaieD)

Hdlll‘ hl‘dt 'I'l'"h “Bob's Hﬂul’ld Bﬂm-"ﬂﬂ OWNENS Name painl:Eﬂ Hilhll’:l e ranc hves, of

the Devine family farm on County Road
2 weit of New Market - to ba in the 2010
calendar,

2010 calenda:

a tree or in the grass

*| think the peaple enjoy that thelr name
is hiddan like this. | liked doing that on my
paintings of kids as well” Brandt said
, Her first couple Brm paintings wene titled
| was painting all throogh 2007 for a cal- aftar the articte Taverite Falves. But once she
endar that will be used by people three years oo —eer and get to know each farm
later, and now | just started on my 12 paink- 'f.im-l;- he now ahways r;am lh!l'l'-l e

s for 201 1, Brandt said. Wner & bnic 4 Fioiad
One of the paintings that will appear ot 85 i Such 45 R S

2010 is of a flock of chickens and the rooster,
“AMred” who Iive at the Wagner Dairy Faim
west af hewy Marker

* | live just a mile or 50 from this nice fam-
iy farm and on rry way home from work |
stop and buy their delicious fresh 6395 P& gy e hag been a painter for most of her
the dogs and visit with LuAnne. They """:{' fiffe and in 1993 Wild Wings, headquartered in
such nice friendly people ... even the dodsl |l | . ma and now owned by Cabelas, pub-

“aast fasms are called so-and-50% placeby
the other farm neighbors, even if the farm is
ever sold to someone new, 50 | ke 1o name
ry paintings after the farmer, 100”7 Brandt
il

she Is known for her paintings
af children, domestic animals
and fishing and water scenes,

Wild Wings handies the paimtings when
they are complete. photagraphing them for
possible uses in products and also marketing
the framed originals as well

"If Wikd Wings does make prints, | ahways
give the family a few to share, The print mar-
ket has slowed dowm in past years 50 nol 100
many di et prinvied, so | am very excited that
24 of them will be in such a beautiful caben-
dar she said.

The 2002 "On the Fammeiyall Calendar s
baing distributed 10 stoees and wilt be dvad-
able this summer and fall from Wikd Wings
and countless other gift shops and Stodes
throughout the country, as well a5 deectly
Frcmy thee calendar’s Web site at Lang.oom

1 think the calendar will especially be &n-

jewed by people heve in my area because they

will 2 able 1o recognize most of the scenes
that | hawve pa|".1ed Brandt sasd,

To see all of Brandt's vead and bkeam modse
about the artist and the Un the Farm” Lalen-
dar, visit Bolfie8randtcom



