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— Rollie Brandt -
Painting Kids... just being kids!

Childhood Memories

Growing up in Minnesota — Land of 10,000 Lakes — Rollie experienced “lake country” first hand, with rivers, lakes and
ponds eyerywhefe it seemed. Her childhood memories are of close family ties, in a friendly little community not far
from Minneapolis. It was a simpler time, when kids could grow up slowly, with much personal time for exploration and

wondgr. .Those days were idyllic for Rollie and she captures that same feeling of innocence, peace and calm in each of
her paintings today.
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Rollie Brandt signing posters at the Fall Festival Original Art Show

Rollie always thought of herself as a creative, motivated artist. In school, other students knew her as “the artist,” and she
often did extra projects for teachers and church clubs. She even started a sign painting business while still in high school.

When she was 17, she enrolled in Art Instruction Schools “to learn more about commercial art, or ‘graphic design,’ as it
is called now. I wanted a job in that field — I never even thought about being a painter then. Three years later, I graduated
from Art Instruction Schools with new art skills and a new sense of what it means to be an accomplished artist. I'm really

glad my parents gave me that gift.”

“My favorite technique at first was pencil drawing. All I wanted to draw was horses — I really had a hard time drawing
or painting people at first, but the Instructors were very helpful as I worked through the figure drawing lessong. The most
important thing Art Instruction Schools taught me was self-discipline. That was a HUGE life lesson. The assignments

also made me draw things [ wouldn’t have drawn on my own. That was really good for me.”

“The most important thing Art Instruction Schools
taught me was self-discipline. That was a HUGE life lesson.”
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“Fishing Buddies” “The annual fishing trip with the guys is a time for everyone 1o share

meals, laughs and best of all, time fishing together out on the lake
Starting in Graphic Design
Over the next several years, she tried her hand at commercial art, working for several small printing companies. “I did
not go to college at all, but became a graphic artist right out of high school and learned even more on the job — creating
illustrations and layouts for advertising, pasting the ads together in the keyline department and learning about the many
steps in the printing process.” She married her high school sweetheart and, as her children grew up, she freelanced from
her home, creating graphics, advertising, brochures and corporate logos. She learned new computer programs by working
through the tutorial books — page by page — but her real dream was to become a published artist, and that’s just what she did.

She would paint while her kids took their afternoon naps. She would paint between running errands. She would paint
whenever she could. “My children probably figured that every mom had a studio and drawing board!”

She took slides of her best work and sent out packages to a short list of art publishers and waited for the response. She got
mostly polite rejection letters back, but one local company, Wild Wings, recognized her talent and sensitivity and offered

to sell her originals. The first one sold for $1,900. “It’s always been hard for me to part with an original, but it’s the only
way to get into the business.” That was the big step Rollie was looking for! Her largest original paintings now sell for over
$5,000 each. That business relationship made all the difference in her world and in her career.

“It’s always been hard for me to part with an original,

but it’s the only way to get into the business.” ‘
“My BIG Fish”

“I'll Show Ya...” s !
It's a Northern!” “Bov, It's Heavy!"







