
PUBLIC NOTICE
Hinds County, Mississippi

In Accordance with Section 17-17-348, Miss. Code Ann. (1972), the following synopsis of Hinds County, 
Mississippi Solid Waste funds for the fiscal year ending 9-30-2020 is provided:

Revenues
•	 Taxes and Ad Valorem 2,059,031.50
•	 Intergovernmental Revenues 14,914.86
•	 Interest Income 823.26

Expenditures
•	 Contractual Service 2,040,360.08 Waste Management of Jackson
     P O BOX 55558        
         Boston, MA 02205
•	 Interfund Loan Interest 1,845.65
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It was destined to happen – a 
conversation about pop culture, 
poverty, being Black in a cre-
ative world, 
and the im-
portance of 
art. That is 
exactly what 
Ryan N. Den-
nis and I dis-
cussed recent-
ly. She is the 
new Chief Curator and Artistic 
Director of the Center for Art 
& Public Exchange (CAPE) at 
the Mississippi Museum of Art.  
My title is a little shorter when 
it comes to my capacity at the 
art museum: Community Advi-
sory Board Member. It is safe 
to say we have a few things in 
common. The main thing is the 
love of art.

My first question about the 

world of art? What is a curator? 
Ryan explained it with ease: “It 
is someone who cares for the 
art – a kind of a custodian of the 
art. I also am supportive of the 
artist’s vision to the public.”   

Dennis and her family are 
new to the Jackson Metro Area 
and she packs an impressive re-
sume. After leaving New York 
as the Artist in Residence Man-
ager at  the African Art Museum 
(now the Africa Center), she 
then joined Project Row Hous-
es in Houston, Texas as Curator 
and Programs Director. 

I researched Project Row in 
Houston’s Third Ward.  It’s im-
pressive. The project took on 
39 homes in the city’s oldest 
Black neighborhood and trans-
formed them. Dozens of shot 
gun houses that were left for 
blight ... literally became light. 
The project sheds light on en-
riching activities, art programs, 

and community development.  
Does she have similar plans 

for her new city? “In Jackson, 
I am still exploring. My first 
priority is finding ways to have 
deeper engagement with the 
residents of Jackson, but also 
really put forth exhibitions 
that reflect Black and Brown 
people. That speaks to the kind 
of climate that we live in and 

creates strategies that are up-
lifting and not based in sorrow 
and pain. And, I also want to 
listen to the city and connect, 
and bring things that people 
want to see.”

Ryan reminded me that Afri-
can American artist Leonardo 
Drew’s “A City in the Grass” is 
on display in the Art Gardens 
and can be enjoyed by the pub-
lic for free with standard social 
distance guidelines. 

I enjoy visiting the Mis-
sissippi Museum of Art – the 
state’s largest art museum 
– and look forward to see-
ing how Ryan Dennis brings 
her special touch.  “I want to 
know how I can support the 
various communities in Jack-
son. I would just love to have 
people visit the museum and 
have people connect with the 
museum. It’s definitely here 
for everyone.” 

JANS – Hattiesburg Alliance 
for Public Art has announced 
a Call for Artists to design 
and execute an exterior mural 
titled “Your Life Matters.” 
The project will be located at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church on 
East 8th Street in Hattiesburg, 
MS. Artists with professional 
experience in public art or 
painting are invited to respond 
to the call. 

This new addition to the se-
ries of public art pieces com-
missioned through HAPA so 
far in 2020, “Your Life Mat-
ters”, will be a lively, positive 
mural focused on the impact 
people have on those around 
them. 

The completed project will 
measure approximately 11.5 
feet high x 33 feet wide and 
be placed along the exterior 
of Ebenezer Baptist Church. 
The mural will face the newly 
restored East 8th Street basket-
ball and tennis courts and also 
be highly visible from Chain 
Park, Hattiesburg’s 37-acre 
public park along the Bouie 

River. The prominent location 
will allow the mural to be en-
joyed by tens of thousands an-
nually. 

The purpose of the mural will 
be to illustrate the impact peo-
ple have on those around them. 
Ultimately, it will convey the 
message, “The world needs the 
best of you…because you mat-
ter.” Professional artists, both 
locally as well as those from 
across the state and nation, are 
encouraged to submit designs. 

For more details and instruc-
tions, interested artists may 
visit hattiesburgpublicart.org/
call-for-artists. Applications 
must be electronically submit-
ted by 5pm on Friday, October 
23, 2020. The final design se-
lection will be based on artistic 
merit, creativity, demonstrated 
ability, technical knowledge, 
and the artist’s interpretation of 
the theme. 

To learn more about HAPA 
and for a map of existing public 
art in Hattiesburg, visit HAPA’s 
Facebook and Instagram pages 
or hattiesburgpublicart.com.
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