






Rev. Carter Garner is a man of faith so much, so his life reminds one of the childhood 
story of Thomas the Train. 

Rev. Garner is the baby of 9 siblings, born at the Family home on NOV 1, 1933. He was 
born and raised in the historic Georgetown Section of Washington, D.C. Despite the 
many challenges of African American males, Rev Garner had the faith, determination 
and intellect to study and matriculated through STEVENS Elementary, FRANCIS Junior 
High School, ARMSTRONG HIGH SCHOOL, FEDERAL CITY COLLEGE as well as the 
WASHINGTON BAPTIST SEMINARY. 

He married his beautiful and devoted wife on August 15, 1964 and have two beloved 
children: Ray and Elizabeth Ann, 3 grandsons: Ray, Ian and Jan Jr and 3 great 
grandchildren: Ireland, Chayce and Blake. He also has 3 Godchildren: Vonnell Lewis, 
Tiffany Padgett Johnson and Shirlene Sims Talifaro.

Rev. Garner made history working as a cartologist. He has shared many stories of how 
he continued to jump over the hurdles set before him to achieve his career goal. Rev. 
Garner would not allow the barriers to discouraged him but each day he woke up 
determined to meet the objectives head on.  

Rev. Garner served at Park Road Community Church for many years as a Deacon and 
then answered the call to preach in 2003. He was licensed and ordained under Rev. 
Eugene W. Burton as an Associate Minister of Park Road Community Church. During 
his 19 years as an Associate Minister, Rev Garner has been faithful to his call of 
Pastoral Care. 

Rev. Garner has also served on leadership boards with the International Council of 
Community Churches for many years. He has personally met with other clergy to 
inspire and encourage them to walk circumspectly in the call of Faith. He has garnered 
support from inactive churches and have encouraged new members to join the 
Council. 

His ministry is a result of fruitful prayer, preparation and purpose life. There has been 
no assignment to small or great where Rev. Garner has not devoted his whole self to 
complete.  

Rev. Carter Garner: The Man & The Ministry 



*Call to Worship

Invocation

*Opening Hymn      

Prayer Deacon Leron Pearsall Jr. 

Scripture Deacon Marion Bright

Welcome Deacon Harry Wills 

Statement of Occasion Trustee Abraham Wright

Ministry in Song 

Congratulatory Remarks Sis Marlene Kinney, 
PRCC Clerk/President Ushers

Deaconess  Tamika Osanyingbemi
Bro Omar Osanyingbemi
PRCC Youth Ministry

Ministry in Song 

Sis. Myrtis Brame, Regional Trustee 
International Council of Community Churches

Bro. Albert Geoffry Garner, Nephew
Garner Family Representative  

Introduction of Guest Preacher 

Musical Selection 

Sermon Rev. Kenneth Nelson, 
Seneca Community Church 
Germantown, Maryland 

Invitation to Discipleship

Remarks Rev. Carter Garner 

Remarks and Grace     Rev. Kenneth Nelson

Park Road Community Church
Rev. Carter Garner Retirement Celebration 

September 24, 2022 at     2:00 p.m. 



Guest Preacher: Rev. Kenneth Nelson 



SERMON NOTES 



ME



PARK ROAD COMMUNITY CHURCH
1019 Park Road, NW, Washington, DC 20010
Rev. Dr. Seretha Renee Pearsall, Pastor
(202)387-0556

September 24, 2022

Dear Rev. Garner,

Reverend Garner congratulation as you celebrate over 
nineteen plus years as associate Pastor of the Park Road 
Community Church. On behalf of the Deacon Board, we 
congratulate you on your retirement. You have always 
demonstrated commitment to God and to the people of God. 
A job well done!  We thank you for all the many sacrifices 
you have made to fulfill your role as one of Park Road’s 
spiritual leaders for so many years.  Reverend Garner you 
have shared so much with all of us over the years and set a 
strong foundation for us spiritually to follow.  Thank you 
for being an inspiration to the Deacon Board.    

We know that retirement is imminent to all of God’s 
people.  May God richly bless you and your family!  Enjoy 
your retirement from preaching, but don’t retire from the 
ministry of Jesus the Christ.  May God continue to bless you  
and your family!

Sincerely,

President Deacon Harry Wills                            Secretary 
Deacon McNeil



PARK ROAD COMMUNITY CHURCH
Deaconess Ministry 

1019 Park Road, NW, Washington, DC 20010
Rev. Dr. Seretha Renee Pearsall, Pastor

(202)387-0556

September 24, 2022

Reverend Garner congratulations on your retirement. You have been a 
committed Servant of God and we are so grateful for your care for the 
people of God. Thank you for serving with us in the many outreach 
ministries: such as Feeding the Hungry and We Care. You have made many 
sacrifices and gave so much of your time and attention while serving as an 
Associate Minister, thank you. 

The Deaconess Ministry would like to say Happy Retirement! We are 
praying that your retirement is filled with grace, peace and love.  May God 
continue to bless you and Deaconess Garner with strength and Divine 
directions. 

Sincerely,

Edna Wills

Deaconess Edna Wills, President



Park Road Community Church
Board of Trustees

1019. Park Road, NW
Washington, DC. 20010

202-387-0556
Rev. Dr. Seretha Pearsall, Pastor

September 20, 2022

Rev. Garner,
Since joining the Board of Deacons and the ministerial staff, you have been 

one of the immortal bricks of the Park Road Community Church.  You took your clergy 
calling seriously, received the appropriate training, and have worked tirelessly with the 
church, the community, and the International Council of Community Churches where 
you served an extended term as Vice President of Membership Enlistment.  But even 
before accepting that Council position, you attended area functions faithfully and not 
only attended the ICCC Annual Conferences but participated fully in them as well. In all 
three places your demonstration of the ability to greet and interact with Christians and 
non-believers is one of your gifts we can all use on a regular basis. 

Regarding your financial support to the Park Road Community Church, we 
simply say that your gospel foundation is secure. You not only supported the church with 
your attendance and tithes but contributed regularly to special projects as well, including 
regifting stipends for preaching to the church.

So on this day of your formal retirement from ministry and the initiation of 
your informal ministerial calling, we give thanks to God for your love of Him with your 
heart, with your soul, and with your mind, at so many times, in so many places, to so 
many individuals.  

We ask that you be patient with us, as we will with you; for we know, as 
well as you, that God is not through with you yet.

With profound appreciation,

Abraham Wright

Abraham Wright, Chair
Board of Trustees

www.parkroadcommchurch.org

A Member of the International Council of Community Churches





International Council of Community Churches 
P.O. Bo 846 

Longmont, CO  80502 
Rev. Phil Tom, Executive Director 

September 21, 2022

Greetings

On behalf of our International Council of Community Churches 
family, we want to thank Rev. Carter Garner for his years of 
faithful and spirited leadership and ministry with his 
congregation, the Park Road Community Church, and his 
International Council of Community Churches family.

We give praise to God for this faithful and dedicated servant of 
God.

Sincerely, 

Phil Tom 
Rev. Phil Tom, Executive Director 

Abraham Wright 
Abraham Wright, President.

www.icccnow.org







Sermon Notes



“…because every picture tells a story.” 
Rev. Carter Garner







Rev. Dr. Seretha Renee Pearsall – Pastor
1019 Park Road N.W.

Washington, DC  20010
202-740-7890 (Home)

202-387-0556 (Church Office)
revsrpministries@gmail.com 

Associate Minister:
Rev. Carter S. R. Garner……..Pastoral Care Ministry...............301-559-0393

Official Roster:
Deacon Harry Wills………Chairman Board of Deacons…….. 202-635-8464
Deaconess  Edna Wills….President Board of  Deaconesses......202-635-8464
Bro Abraham Wright….Chairman Board of Trustees …….......240-432-2910
Sis Vikki Wells… …..…………Treasurer ……………………… 301-731-5149
Deacon Marion Bright….. ..Superintendent, Church School.....202-465-1877

Financial Secretary
Sis  Marlene Kinney..………….…..Church Clerk……….....… 301-568-9266

MISSION STATEMENT:

To be leaders in community-based Christian education by teaching the word of God 
and by spreading God’s love among Park Road Community Church’s membership, the 

community and among others we encounter.

www.parkroadcommchurch.org


