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SIX WORD STORY EXERCISE

· I’d like to give you some time to look though the exhibits. As you’re doing that, I would also like to challenge you with a little storytelling game.
· Has anyone heard of the "Six-Word Story" challenge, inspired by Ernest Hemingway? It is a literary exercise where a story is told in just six words.
· According to legend, while lunching with friends at the Algonquin Hotel, Ernest Hemingway wagered that he could craft an entire story in six words. After each contributed $10 to the pot, Hemingway wrote the winning story: “For sale: baby shoes, never worn.”
· In a museum setting, this storytelling technique is used to encourage engagement and creativity with objects on display. 
· Working alone or in teams, I would like for you to create a six-word story about one of the objects or groups of objects in the Museum.
· Museum artifacts reveal a wealth of insights into the lives and cultural practices of Petaluma’s past residents. Even everyday objects offer a tangible link to the past and help us develop a fuller understanding of the people who lived and worked here.
· This is a helpful exercise to connect on a more personal level with Museum artifacts and build understanding and empathy for the diverse communities of people who built our city.
· What stories do these objects hold for you?
· Let’s regroup in about 20 minutes and share some of our stories.

